— 4 ts - 
* 
I 


THERON and ASPASIO: 
OR, A SERIES OF 


DIALOGUES any LETTERS, 
UPON THE MOST 


IMPORTANT axv INTERESTING SUBJECTS. 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


By JAMES (EERVEY, A. M. 


Rector of Weſton - Favell in Northamptonſhire. 


The memories! of thine abundant kindneſs. hall be ſbewed, and men 
Hall fing of thy righteouſneſs, Pſal. cxlv, 9. 


VOLUME I. 


— — 


E DIN B UR G E: 
Printed for AL BXANM DEM DOW AT DSO: 


Sold at bis Shop (No. 48.) Eaſt · corner of St. Paul's 
Church - yard, London; and at Edinburgh, 


NI. DCC. LXXV. 


* 
* 
— — 
8 
a *% . » i 
* 
— 
- 
F * 
_ 
: * 
* * 
* #7 = 
- 
"4 wnrh 
o Pa 4 
= * . & 
0 — - - 
a - w * 
4 e £ 
py - 
« * 
* 
— 5 ” - 
3 „ 
" ts 7 2 
- SS * 
* . 
* WPH #4 > 
— n. 
- Py 8 ** PE 


. 
— 
- 7 4 p 
- - _- 
mm 8 
Lo 8 - - 
* 
. — 
— - 
p © . 
» 


* 
* 
- * * 
. 
. 
« $ 91 .. 
s £ 
- 
: 
- 
& - 
— 4 e 
* 
” . 
. . & = 4 
: 0 . 
- 
. 2 * 
p 
- 
„ 
— 
A * 
1 222 4 - 
* *% 
Ga 4 5 % a. 
- s # 
. 
— 8 * 9 — 4 
4 Ly 
| „ 4 \ 4 E 
0 „ « S TY * 
— 
* 
# _— ” * 
* 
* * oy v * 
- 4 N 
eee * 
- © * = 
. 
' - 
— 5 — „ 1 
& = . , 
5 +a © * » * 


* 
P 
% mo, ® 
„ 
* 
1 
* 
19 
id ” 
# 4.4 
* # - 
1 — 
: 
* 
-» 
, 
* 


* 


LOS 


+ 1 

—- TT. 
CY 

=# wv 


* 


2 


The RicnT HONOUAABLR 


Lavy FRANCES SHIRLEY. 


MAD AM, 

F Chriſtianity was inconſiſtent with true po- 

liteneſs, or prejudicial to real happineſs, I 
ſhould be extremely injudicious, and inexcuſ- | 
ably ungrateful, in preſenting theſe 58 to 
your LADbysnir. But as the religion of I E- 
S Us is the grand ornament of our nature, 
and a ſource of the ſublimeſt joy, the purport 
of the following pages cannot be unworthy the 
countenance and protection of the mg/# accom- 
pliſbed perſon. Neither can there be a wiſh, 
more ſuitable to the obligations or the dictates 
of a grateful heart, than that you may experi- 
ence what you read, and be what you patronize.. 


Did religion conſiſt in a formal round of ex- 
ternal obſervanees, or a forced ſubmiſſion to 


0 op auſterities, F ſhould not ſcruple 


to jo with the infidel and the ſenſualiſt, to 
dread.it in one view, and to deſpiſe it in ano- 


ther, You need not be informed, Mapan,' 
et it is as much ſuperior to all ſuch /ow and 
* Muidding ſingularities, as the heavens are high- 
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er than the carth. It is deſcribed by an au- 
thor, who learnt its theory in the regions of 
paradiſe, and who diſplayed its efficacy in his 
own moſt exemplary converſation— It is thus 
deſcribed by that incomparable author; The 
kingdom of GOD is not meat and drink, but 
righteouſneſs, and * and joy in the H OLY 
GHOST. 


To be enced to the omnipotent GO 
To be intereſted in the unfearchable riches 
of CHRIST—To be renewed in our hearts, 
and influenced in our lives, by the ſanctifying 
operations of the divine SPIRIT—This is 
Zan T, hteouſnefs. This is genuine reli- 

„ ben is the kingdom of GOD 
eeuc in the ſoul.—How benign and i in- 
viting is ſuch an inſtitution! How honourable 
and advantageous fuch a ſtate! And from ſuch 
privileges, what other effects can flow, but 
that peace, which pafſeth all underſtanding * f 
that 10 2 ts un Been By wa 
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| x thing jy, the am emenis of ihe 

8855 ts the a Fang of greater, 

of he comparable 5 5 18 not all that 
wealth can purchaſe, All that grandeur can be- 
ſtow, ſomewhat like thoſe ge SM 
which when viewed are emptin "het gra | 
ed are 'nothing* Whereas: the kaltes — 
benefits, the hopes ef Cbriſtiani ee ae 
ſupremely excellent, and infinitely durable. A 
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foul; large as its faculties, 1 immortal as its 
deing. 


ALL theſe bleſſings are centered] in CHRIST; 
were purchaſed by CHRIST; are communi- 
cated from CHRIST. —It is for want of know: 
ing thoſe boundleſs and everlaſting treaſures of 
pardoning, juſtifying, ſaving-merit, which the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST poſſeſſes, and 
which he freely diſpenſes even to ſinners, that 
fo many wnthinking perſons are attached to ig- 
noble objects, and beguiled by deluſory plea- 
ſures. „ e creatures ! What can they do, 
but catch at ſhadows, and ſtoop to tritles, 
while they are ignorant of the grand, the ſub- 
ſtantial, the exalted good ? It is for want of 
duly attending to. that fulneſs of grace, and. 
that plenteouſneſs of redemption, which dwell 
in our moſt adorable SAVIOUR, that ſo 
many ſerious perſons are ſtrangers to the tran- 


quillity and ſweetneſs of religion: are, ſubje& 


to all its reſtraints, but enjoy few, it any of. its 
delights. Miſtalen zealots: How can- — 
void the gloomy ſituation and the uncomfort- 
able circumſtance, ſo long as they withdraw 
themſelves. from the SUN of RIGHTE-- 
ON ESS and his enen eee 


Mar your Lapysmue live continually under” 
2 (TAR li ight and healing wings! Be more 
ally, ully aſſured of his dying love, and have bright- 


2 Hill N manifeſtations of his immenſe 
rn. 


By theſe delightful views, and by 
a 3. | that 
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that precious. faith, may your heart be tran 
tormed into his holy, his amiable, his divine 
image! Your happineſs will then be juſt ſuch as 


is wiſhed, but far greater than can be expref- 
ſed Po 
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P R E F. A G E. 
T HE reader will probably expect ſome account 


of the enſuing work ; and to gratify him in 

this particular, will be a real pleaſure to the author. 
The beauty and excellency of the ſcripture: The 
ruin and depravity of human nature—Its happy re- 
covery, founded on the atonement, and effected by 
the 8 PIRIT of CHRIST—Theſe are ſome of 
the chief points, vindicated, illuſtrated, and applied 
in the following ſheets. —But the grand article, 
that which makes the principal figure, is the IM yu 
TED RIGHTEOVSNESS of our divine LORD; 
from whence ariſes our juſtification before GOD, 
and our renewed title to every heavenly bleſſing: 
An article, which, though eminent for its import - 
anee, ſeems to be little underſtood, and leſs regard - 
ed, if not much miſtaken, and almoſt forgotten. 
The importance of this great evangelical doctrine 
how worthy it is of the moſt attentive conſider- 
ation, and of univerſal acceptance —is hinted in the 
ſecond dialogue. So that J need, in this 2 do 
nothing more than give the ſenfe- of a paſſage from 
Witſius, which is there introduced in the notes. 
The doQrine of juſtification,” fays that excellent 
author, ſpreads itſelf through the whole ſyſtem of 
« -divinity; As this is either folidly eſtabliſhed, or 
* ſuperficially touched; fully ſtated, or lightly diſ- 
« mifſed ; accordingly the whole ſtrafture of veli- 
gion, either riſes graceful and magnificent, ſupe- 
« rior to affault, and beyond the power of decay, 
« or elſe it appears diſproportionate and defeCtive, 
* totters on its foundation, and threatens an oppro- 


4 brivus fall *.” 
sec 5. 45. 
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E The deſign is executed in the form of dialogue : 
"Thoſe parts only excepted, in which it was not eaſy to 
carry on a converſation, and aſſign to each perſon a 
proper degree of ſignificancy. 3 to avoid the 
common imputation of bringing upon the ſtage a 
mute or a ſbauot one who fights without weapons, 
and ſubmits without a conteſt the ſcene ſhifts : 
Our gentlemen ſeparate; and, inſtead of converſing, 
enter upon an epiſtolary correſpondence. 

The dialogue · form ſeems, on many conſiderations, 
2 very eligible way of writing. Hereby the author 
gives an air, both of dignity and of modeſty to his. 

— Of dignity ; by delivering them from the 
mouths of perſons, in every reſpect ſuperior to him- 
ſelf. Of modefty; becauſe — no longer conſider him 
in the raiſed, but invidious capacity of a teacher. 
Inſtead of calling us to his feet, and dictating his 
precepts, he gratifies our curioſity. He turns back a. 
curtain, and admits us to ſome remarkable inter- 
views, or intereſting conferences. We over - hear, 
by a kind of innocent or imaginary ſtealth, the de- 
bates which. paſs in the receſſes of privacy; which 
are «ge on with the moſt. unreſerved freedom of 
ſpeech, and / openneſs of heart. A circumſtance, 
which will apologize. for ſome. peculiarities, that 
might otherwiſe: be inconſiſtent with humility, or. 
offenſive to delicacy. Particularly, it may obviate 
the diſguſt, which generally, and indeed deſervedly, 
attends the frequent intruſion of chat ambitious . 
uſurping little monoſyllable, JI. 

I be names of the perſons are prefixed, 8 to his 

reſpective ſhare,of the diſcourſe, in imitation of Ci- 
cero, and for the, reaſons which he aſſigns. Quajs. 
enim ipſos induxi loquentes:. ne inquamꝭ et inquit r- 
pius inter ponerentur. Atgue id eo feci, ut tanguam 
preſentibus coram haberi Jermo. videretur . This 
method, he very juſtly intimates, is removed fartheſt. 
from the narrative, and makes the neareſt approaches 


o Ar, 
92 Sh De Amicitia, 


to 
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to life and reality. It quite ſecretes the author, and, 
by introducing the perſons themſelves, renders all 
that paſſes entirely their own.—lIt prevents likewiſe 
the repetition of thoſe interlocutory words, He ſaid, 
He replied : which, unleſs the ſpeeches are very long, 
muſt frequently recur, and have no pleaſing etfect up- 
on the ear. And, if the ſpeeches are long, the ſpirit of 
converſation is loſt. The aſſociates are no longer talk- 
ing; but one of them, or the author, is lecdturing. 
Though I have ſo much to ſay in behalf of the 
model, I have very little to ſay with regard to the 
execution unleſs it be to confeſs the deficiency. 
There is not, I am ſenſible, that peculiar air and 
diſtinguiſbing turn, which ſhould mark and charac- 
terize each ſpeaker. This is what the nature of finiſh- 
ed dialogue requires, and what the author applauds 
in ſome very ſuperior writers. But, not having the 
ability to copy it, he has not the vanity to affect it. 
Nevertheleſs, the attentive reader will all along 
| ive a difference in the ſentiment, if not in the 
language. The materials vary, even when they run 
into the ſame mould, and take the ſame; form. In 
the dition alſo there muſt be /ame diverſity, becauſe 
ſeveral of the objections are propoſed in the very 
words of one or two eminent writers, who have ap- 
peared on the other ſide of the queſtion, ; Theſe are 
not particularized by the mark of quotatiom becauſe 
the man of reading will have no octaſion for the aſ- 
ſiſtance of fuch an indlex, and the man of ta/te will 
probably diſcern them by the ſingularity of the ſtyle. 
Some of the following pieces, it mult be acknow - 
ledged; are of the controverſial kind ; a; ſpecies of 
writing, leaft ſuſceptible of the graces, which em- 
delliſn compoſition, or rather moſt deſtitute of the. 
attractives, Which engage attention, and create de- 
light. — et I have ſometimes thought, that it is not 
abſolutely impoſſible to make even the fern face of 
controverſy wear a ſmile, and to reap ſome valuable 
fruit from the rugged furrows of diſputation. Whe- 
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ther this is effected in the preſent work, the public 
muſt judge: that it has been nne the author 
3 permitted to declare. 
o foften. the aſperities of men views uf na- 
ture are.interiperſed ;, that, if the former ſhould car- 
Ee appearance oſ : a rude intangled foreſt, or of a 
9 — gloomy receſs, there may be ſome agree- 
able openings, and lightſome avenues, to admit a 
proſpect of the country, which is always arrayed i in 
charms, and never fails to pleaſ 
ITbe author confeſſes. a very peculiar fondneſs for 


the amiable ſcenes of creation It is therefore not at 


all improbable, . but his excurſions on this topic may 
be of the. diſfaſivs kind, and his deſcriptions ſome 
what /uxuriant.. It is hoped, however, that the be- 
nevolent. reader will. indulge him in this favourite 
foible, —If amy ſhould feel the ſame - -prevailing paſ-- 
fien for the beauties of nature, it is poſſible theſe 
perſons may be inclined not only to excuſe, but to 


approue the fault, and may take part with the — | 


er, even in oppobition-to the critic. | 1 
 _ Fasther to diverſiſy the piece, Hetchet of philoſophy 
axe introduced; 27 to be underſtood, and calculat- ' 
ed to entertain the imagination, as well as to im- 
prove the heart; more particularly to diſplay the 
wiſe and beneficent deſign of Providence, in the va- 
rious appearances, and — bog productions of 
the material world. Neither are theſe remarks alto- 
gether foreign to the main point; but, as far as the 
wonders of creation may comport with the riches: 
of grace, ſubſerve the general end. | | 

As to — choice of my — pep ple 
have deſired to ſee an inuective againſt the abba: 


and predominant vices of the age. This, I appre- 


bend, would be like picking. off the leaves, or clip- 
ping away the twigs, from ſome over-grown and 
noxious tree. Waving this tedious: and ineffectual 
toil, I would rather 1a Sie axe to the root. Let the 
-knowledge and love 4 CHRIST take place 1 - the- 

| art, 


\ | 
. 
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heart, and not only a few of the branches, but the 
whole body of fin will fall at once. 

Some would have the author inſiſt upon the con- 
ſcientious obſervation of the Sabbath, inculcate the 
daily worſhip of G0 D in the family, and urge a 
devout attendance on the public ordinances of religi- 
on. But when a perſon is convinced of fin, and 
made ſenſible of miſery; when he has tafted the 
good word of GOD *, and ſeen by faith the LORD's 
CHRISTY, he will want no ſolicitation or incite- 
ment, to theſe means of , and exerciſes of god- 
lneſs. He will have juſt ane diſpoſition to them 
all, as the hungry appetite has to wholeſome food, 
or the new- born babe 4 to the milk of the breaſt. 

Others may imagine, that I have neglected the 


_ intereſts of morality; * becauſe, here is no profeſſed at- 


tempt to delineate its duties, or enforce its practice. 
Let theſe perſons remember, that morality never 
makes ſuch vigerous ſhoots, never produces ſuch ge- 
nerous fruit, as when engrafted' on * 1 princi- 
ples.— And if I do not crop the pink, the roſe, and 
the carnation; if I do not gather the peach, the nec- 
tarine, and the pine - apple, and put them into my 
reader's hand, for his immediate enjoyment; I am 
endeavouring to ſow the ſeeds, and plant the roots, 
in his garden; which, if cheriſhed by the favourable 
inſluence of heaven, will yield him, not an vecaſronal 
but4-conflant ſupply of all. 
As ſeveral texts of ſeripture come under confidera- 

® Heb. vi. s. bus Kn 

1 Pet. ii. 2a. This ri ſon is, perhaps, the moſſ exact and 
expfeſſive, that words can form, or fancy conceive, Babes covet 
nothing but the milk of the breaſt. They are indifferent about all 
other things. Give, them ches, give chem honours, give them 
whateycr you pleaſe, without this rich, delicious, balmy nutriment, 
they will not, they cannot be ſatisfied.— How fiuely does this illuſ- 
trate, and how forcibly incnlcttc; what our L OR D tiles, the fin- 
gle eye; and the one thing needful t Or, the ſalutary doctrines, and 
delightfyl privileges of the goſpel ; together with that ſupreme va- 
lue for them, and undivided complacency iu them, which are the 
Ulkinguildiog character of che Chriſtian /*— * * "Ig 
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tion, criticiſms upon the original are frequently ſub. 
Joined. In order to clear up ſome diſſiculties, to rec - 
tify ſome miſtranſlations, or point out the many deli- 
cate and maſterly ſtrokes, which occur in the BIBLR. 
And glad ſhould I be, extremely glad, if I might 
recommend and endear that invaluable If, as 
the divine REDEEMER. rideth on in the word of 
truth, of meekneſs, and righteouſneſs *, this hand 
he ſcatter a palm branch, or this performance 

might lie as a floweret, to ſtrew his wayts and ſo- 
Jemnize his triumph. 

In the courſe of the diſputation, I dare not ſup- 
poſe, that I have diſcuſſed all the arguments, which 

gacity may deviſe, or ſophiſtry urge. Perhaps, I 
have not removed all the ſcrupler, which may awa- 
ken — or embarraſs integrity. This, however, 
| venture to affirm, that I m have met with 

no Dm — objection, which is not either ex | 
ly anſwered, or virtually refuted, in theſe . 
ges. And, though I ſhould neither ſatisfy nor ſilence 
the gainſayer, 1 ſhall think my . endeayours happily 
employed, if they may throw light upon the dim ap- 
ehenſion; eſtabliſh the . ban; or. . 
the afflied conſcience. - 

If any ſhould burleſque or ridicule thoſe maids 
truths, and exalted privileges, 1 ſhall only fa _ 

my divine MASTER; O that thou hadi 
in this thy day, the things that beleng to "+ — 
Put now they are hid, it is evident from i 
cedure, they are hid from thine eyes . Should — 
in the ſpirit of decency and candour, either ſtart new, 
or revive old objections, I doubt not, but they will 
receive both a due examination and a proper reply. 
As theſe doctrines enter into the very efſence of the 


goſpel, and conſtitute the glory of our religion, they 


can never want a ſucceſſion of advocates, * 81 as 
vil ate: 4. nem 
F Luke xix. 42 Wo 
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the farr and moon endure. For my own part, I muſt 
beg leave to retire from the liſts, and lay down the 
weapons of controverſy. Virgil's language is my te- 
ſblution; | | 


| Deſcedam, explebo numerum, reddarque tenebris.. 


This declaration is made, not from any the leaſt: 
ſuſpicion, that my tenets are indefen/ible ; but becauſe: 
I would appriſe my friends, and the friends of our 
common Chriſtianity, that the field is clæar and oper 
for them to advance; that I reſign to others the glo- 
rious combat; and ſhall content myſelf with wiſhing 
them ſucceſs in the name of the LOR D.—Becauſe, 
it becomes a perſon in my declining (tate, to be more 
_ peculiarly intent upon encountering a different ad- 
verſary; who is ſure to overcome, and never allows 
quarter. Yet, by this word of my teſtimony, and by 
the blood ꝙ the L 4 M HI, I hope to triumph even 

when I fall; and to be more than eonqueror, through 
 JEHOVAH my righteouſneſs. | 

Should anything be urged, forcible enough to over-- 
throw my arguments, or detect a miſtake in my ſenti- 
ments, the world may depend upon ſeeing a free and 
undiſſembled retraction. I ſhall look upon it as a du- 
ty, which T owe to my conſcience, to my readers, and: 
tomy G OD, publicly to acknowledge the error.—It. 
is one thing to be felent'; another to be ob/tinat?. As 
I ſhall inflexibly adhere to the firſt, . I would, with: 
equal ſteadineſs, renounce the laſt. Though I with- 
draw from the ſtrife of pens and of tongues, I ſhall. 
take care to preſerve a mind, ever acceſhble to truth, 
ever open to conviction. A mind, infinitely more con- 
cerned for the purity and proſperity of the everlaſting: 
golpel, than for the prevalence ot my own opinion, 
or the credit of my own performance. 


* Rey, xii. 11. | 
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As I have the happineſs of being a member, and 
the honour of being a miniſter, of the reformed a 
bliſbed church, I cannot but reflect, with a peculiar 
pleaſure, that every doctrine of note, maintained in 
theſe dialogues and letters, is either implied in our 
liturgy, aſſerted in our articles, or taught in our Ho- 
milies.— It affords me likewiſe ſome degree of ſatis- 
faction to obſerve, that the moſt material of the fen- 
timents, have been adopted by Milton, are incorpo- 
rated into his Paradiſe Laſt, and add dignity to the 
ſublimeſt poem in the world. To have the higheſt 
human authority, and the firſt genius of the nation 
on a writer's ſide, is no contemptible ſupport. This 
muſt ſurely give a ſanction, where- ever our religious 
eftabliſbment is reverenced, or polite literature is 
held in repute. Yet even this ſanction, compared 
with the oracle of revelation, is only like a range of 
eyphers, connected with the initial figure: which, 
were they detached, would be inſignificant ; but, in 
ſuch a ſubordinatian, are conſiderable. k 

Perhaps, it ſhould be farther acknowledged, that I 
have nat always confined myſelf ta the method of our 
Syſtematic writers, nor followed their train of thoughts 
with a ſcrupulous regularity. I would conduct my 
fellow-creature- to the ſupreme and eternal Good, 
CHRIST. JESUS. I have choſen the path, which 
ſeemed moſt agreeable and inviting, rather than moſt 
beaten and frequented, If this leads, with equal cer- 
tainty, to the great and deſirable end, I dare pro- 
miſe myſelf an eaſy excuſe. However, that met had 
and order, in the dottrinal parts of the plan, are not 
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| SERIE J or D IALOG UES. 


'T HERON was a gentleman of fine taſted of 
accurate, rather than extenſive reading; and 


particularly charmed with the ſtudy of nature. 


XZ He traced the planets in their courſes, and examined 


WT 


| pervades and animates the whole creation. | 


_ the formation of the meaneſt vegetable; not merely to 
_ pratify a refined curioſity, but chiefly to cultivate” the 
Aobler principles of religion and morality. Several diſ- 


coveries he made, and every diſcovery he improved to 


- this important end,—to raiſe in his mind more exalted 


apprehenfions of the SupremefBeing,—and to enlarge 
lus affections with a di/interefted benevolence, conform- 
able, in ſome degree, to that boundleſs hberality which 
Aßaſio was not without his ſhare of polite literature, 
and philoſophical N He had taken a tour 
through the cirele-of the ſciences ; and having tran- 
fiently ſurveyed the productions of human learning, de- 
voted his final attention to the inſpired writings. Theſe 
he ſtudied with the unbiaſſed . impartiality. of a critic ; 
et with the reverential ſimplicity of a Chriſtian. Theſe 
regarded, as the unerring ſtandard of duty—the au- 
thentic charter of falvation—and the brighteſt mirror of 
the Deity ; affording the moſt ſatisfactory and ſublime 

duplay of all the divine attributes, | 
ol. I. A | T heror: 


— 
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Theron was ſomewhat warm in his temper, and would, 
upon occaſion, make uſe of a little innocent raillery x not 


ſometimes diſguiſing his real ſentiments, in order to {itt 
the ſubject, or diſcover the opinion of others.— 4ſþajro 
ſeldom indulges the , humourous or ſatirical vein, but 
argues with eetneſs of wiſdom ; never puts on the 


his heart. | 
Aſpajio was on a viſit at Theron's ſeat. —One even- 
ing, when ſome neighbouring gentlemen were juſt gone, 
and had left them alone, the converſation took the fol- 
lowing turn. | WY | 
Aſp.—T would abways be ready both to acknowledge 
and applaud. whatever is amiable in the conduct of 
others. The gentlemen who gave us their company 
at dinner, ſeem to be all of a different character; yet 
each, in his own way, is extremely agreeable. 
©. Lyſander has lively parts, and is quick at repartee 
but he never abuſes his wit to create uneaſineſs in the 
honeſt heart, or fluſh the modeſt cheek with confuſion. 
What ſolidity of judgment, and depth of penetration, 
appear in Crit! yet how free are his diſcourſes from 
the magiſterial tone, or the dictatorial ſolemnity! 
Philenor's taſte in the polite arts is remarkably correct; 
yet without the leaſt tincture of vanity, or any weak 
fondneſs for applauſe, He never interrupts the pro- 
eſs, or wreſts the topic of converſation, in order to 
{thine in his particular province. Trebonius, I find, 
bas ſignalized his valour in ſeveral campaigns. Though 
a warrior and a traveller, he gives himſelf no over- 
bearing or oſtentatious airs. In Trebonius, you ſee the 
brave officer, regulated by all the decency of the aca- 
demie, and ſweetened with all the affability of the 


$ &£ 
* * 
- „ 


* — its ſapientia Lali, Hos. 

is z moſt amiable elmracter, and delicately drawn ; but is, I think, 
cxpreſſed with greater ſtrength and ſuperior beauty by the ſacred 
penman: Let hm ſheu ou! of 2 £90d c-nverfation bis works with 


meckyeſs of witdom. james iii. 13. 


to expoſe his friend, but to enliven the converſation ; 


appearance of guile, but always ſpeaks the dictates of 


No 


. 
* wy — . . 
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No one affects a moroſe ſilence, or aſſumes an mms 
derate loquacity “. To engroſs the talk is tyrannical: 
to ſeal up the lips is monkith. Every one, therefore, 
ſrom a fund of good ſenſe, contributes his quota: and 

F each ſpeaks, not with an ambition to /et himſclf, 
7 but from a deſire to pleaſe the company. 
1 Ther. Indeed, Ajpa/io, I think myſelf happy in this 
accomplithed ſet of acquaiutance, who add all the com- 
plwkKk⸗iſance and politeneſs of the gentleman: to the bene- 
> volence and fidelity of the friend. | 
- Their converiation is as innocent as their taſte is re- 
fined. They have a noble abhorrence of Aander, and: 
deteſt the low ungenerous artifices of detractiun. No 
kyſe jelt has either the ſervice of their tongue, or the 
ſandtion of their ' ſmile, - Was you to be with them, 
75 even in their freeſt moments, you would hear nothing 
that borders upon profane neſi, or is in the leaſt injuri- 
| ous to purity of morals. | q | | 
A. There is but one qualification wanting, to ren- 
der your friends. completely valuable, and. their ſocial 

= wmiterviews a continual blefling. ri OE 4&2 1 
3 Ter. Pray what is that ? | F 
# Aſp. A turn for more fefious conferences, — Their 
literary debates are beautiful ſketches of whatever is 
molt curious in the ſciences, or moſt delicate in the 
arts. From their remarks on our national affairs, aud 
on foreign occurrences, a perſons may almoſt form a 
fyſtem of politics. But they never touch upon any to- 
pic of morality ; never celebrate the ſublime perfection: 
of the Deity never illuſtrate the beauties, nor enforce 
the truths—— | 
4 Ther. Fie upon you, Aſpaſio, for your unpolite hint! 
: Who can forbear interrupting an harangue, that pleads 
| for ſuch an outrageous violation of the made? would 
introduce edihing talk into our fashionable aſſemblies! 


* 


Leno being preſent where a perſon of this loquacions di ſpoſi- 
tion played himſelf off, ſaid, with an air of concern in bis coun- 
tenance, “ That poor gentleman is ill, he has a violent flux upon 
«+ him.” The company was alarmed, and the rhetoriciat ſtopped 
a in his career. Yes,” added the philoſopher, © the flux is ſo 

4 violent, that it has carried his ears into his tongue.“ | 
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How is it ET mms in other 4nſtances; are a 
entleman o can be ſo ürangely incle 
A this particular ? 22 
Aſp. For ſuch a practice, Tieron, we have no incon- 
liderable precedents. Thus :Sccrates , the wiſeſt of 


the Athenian ſages; thus Scipio +, the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of the Roman generals, converſed. "Thus Ci- 


cero t, the prince of orators, improved his elegant re- 
tirement at the Tuſculan villa. And Horace |}, the 


brighteſt genius in the court of Auguſtus, formed the 


1 hours of his converſation upon this ve - 


. ae this, forgive 
me if I ſay, more honourable mode; the moſt illuſtrious 


names of antiquity would appear on the liſt. 


Ther. This practice, however extolled by the philo- 


rr 


phic gentry 
_ figure in the preſent age. 


A. And ſhould not the copy; after which the gene- 


of mankind. write, be {ng ularly corre? ? Perſons 


of exalted fortune are the pattern for general imitation z 
are the copy, in conformity to which the inferior world 
adjuſt their manners, and regulate their behaviour. 
Ties, therefore, are under the ſtrongeſt obligations, 
not to give a contemptible ſtamp to the faſhion. Bene- 


volence to their fellow- creatures calls loudly upon them, 
a concern for the public good challenges it at tbeir 
hands, that they ſignalize themſelves by a pre-eminence 
in all that is — 2 

Ther. Away, away with theſe a»flere notions ! Such 
a ſtrain of converſation would damp the gaiety of our 


ſpirits, and fatten the reliſh of ſociety, It would turn 


* Vid. Socratis Memorabilia, per Xenoph. 


+ See Cicero's Dialogue De Amicitia 5 in which we are inform- 
ell, that it was a cuſtomary practice with Scipio, with his polite 
friend Lælius, and ſome of the moſt diflinguiſhed nobility of Rome, 


to diſcourſe upon the intereſts of the republic, and the immortality 


of the ſoul. | 
14 Vid. Tuſcul. Oneft. 
I Such were the interviews of which he ſpeaks with a ind of 
rapture, 
mw _ caneque Deum! 
Wali | the 
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the aſſembly into a-conventicle, and make it Lent all 
the year round. | | 

Aſp. Can it then be auſtere practice, to cultivate the 
underſtanding, and improve the heart? Can it damp 
the gaiety of our ſpirits, to refine them upon the plan 
of the higheſt perfection? Or will it flatten the reliſh 
ef ſociety, to ſecure and anticipate everlaſting de- 
lights ?. | | 
. Ther. Everlaſting delights, Aſpaſio!— To talk of 
ſuch a ſubje& would be termed, in every circle of wit 
and gallantry,. an uſurpation of the parſon's office; a 
lab method: of retailing by ſcraps, in the parlour, what 
the man in black vends by wholeſale from the pulpit.. 
It would infallibly mark us out for pedants ; and, for 
aught I know, might expoſe us to the ſuſpicion of en- 
thn fraſm. | WA W 
Aſp. Your men of wit muſt excuſe me, if I cannot 
perſuade myſelf to admire either the delicacy of their 
language, or the 7z/eſs of their opinion. | 
The firſt, be it ever ſo humane and graceful, I reſign: 
to themſelves.—As to the other, I would beg leave to 
inquire, „Are the clergy, then, the ozly perſons who 
„ ſhould act the becoming part, and converſe like ra- 
„ tional beings? Is ſolid wiidom, and ſacred truth, the 
« privilege of their order; while nothing is left for 
« you and me, but the play of. fancy, or the luxuries- 
«of fant ! | 16 gt © 

I would farther aſk. the circles of gallantry,.« Where 
sis the impropriety of interweaving. the. che doctrines 
% diſplayed by the preacher,, with our common dif- 
« courſe ? or what the inconvenience of introducing. 
« the amiable graces,, recommended. by his lectures, 
into ordinary practice??? + 4 

Will /ach an exerciſe of our ſpeech rank us among 
pedants'?. Is hi the badge of enthuſiaſm? A ſplendid 
and honourable badge truly! ſuch as muſt add weight 
to any cauſe, and worth to any character. E 
Ther. This would curb the. ſprightly tallies of wirf, 
and extinguiſh the engaging” glow of. good-bumoury 
which enlivens our genteel intercourſes. Accordingly, 
you may obſerve, if any ſemunal creature takes up- 
on kim to mention, in polite company, a religious 
os 33. 1 truth, 


2 


— 
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truth, or a text of ſcripture, the pretty chat, though 
ever ſo profuſely flowing, ſtagnates in an inſtant. Each 
voluble and facetious tongue ſeems to be ſtrucę with a 
ſudden palſy. Every one wonders at the ſtrange man's 
face; and they all conclude him either mad or 2 Me- 
4 

Ab. Agreeable trokes of wit are by no means in- 
compatible with uſeſul converſation; unleſs we miſtake 
an inſpid vivacity, or fantaſtic levity, for wit and fa- 
cetiouſneis. Neither have I heard, that, among all our 
acts of parliament, any one has paſſed to. divarce good- 
jenſe and good- humour. Why may they not both re- 
ide on the ſame lips, and both circulate through the 
ſame aſſembly : For my own part, I would neither 
have our diſcour ie foured with auſterity, nor evaporate 


into impertinence : but unite (as a judicious ancient 
_ adviſes) the benefits of improvement with the blandiſh- 


ments of pleaſantry *. And as to your polite people, 
if they can find more muſic in the nag-pie's voice than 
in the ee note, I muſt own myſelf as much 
ſurpriſed at a ears, as they at the ſtrange man's 
Gn n 

Ter. With all four gray headed authorities, I fan- 
cy you will find very few proſelytes among the profeſ- 
ſors of modern ning Faſhion is, with the world, 
the ſtandard of morals, as well as of clothes; and lie 
muſt be of a ver peculiar turn indeed, who would chuſe 

to be ridiomlous in either. 
Af. Rather, Theron, he muſt be of a very pliant 
turn, who tamely delivers up his conduct to be mould- 
ed by a faſhion, which has neither true elegance to dig- 
vile it, nor the leaſt uſefulneſs to recommend it. | 

And which, I beſeech 2 is molt ridiculous ;—he 


who ſervilely imitates E faſhion, and is the very 
de 


ape of corrupt culton ? who aſſerts his nati 


liberty; and — —„—- nnd. 4 


=_ he way? 
Would you 1 obtrude religious diſcourl 
wen every r ade, Aſpuſio, what a —_—_ 


| Com ute lis ova ie; Aul. Gel. 
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figure tbis would make. A wedding and a ſermon ! 
Quadrille, and St. Paul! The laſt new play, and pri - 
mitive Chriltianity ! 
22 You boo the rule, Theron, which-i is given by 
a rem « Mailer of our afſemblies ;”- Caſt not your 


before favine *. Some there are ſo immerſed ia 


9 that they can reliſh nothing but tlie coarſeſt 
huſks of converſation. To theſe neither offer your. 
pearls, nor proſtitute your intimacy. 
But, when perſons of liberal education, and elevated 
 ſentiments—— when theſe meet together, why ſhould 
not their diſcourſe be ſuitable to the eminence of their 
rank, and the fuperiority of their genius? Raiſed far 
above the level of that trite and effeminate fra — - 
Upon my honour, the adreſs topt her part. Hea-- 
„ vens! how charmingly ſhe ſung ! how gracefully w 

# Abe. trade the ſtage!” 
Tier. Indeed, my Aſpaſio, I am entirely in your 

ny of thinking, however J have hitherto put on the 
mak. The gitt of ſpeech is one great prerogative of 
aur rational nature: and it is pity that fuch a ſuperior. 
faculty thould be debaſed to the meaneſt purpoſes. 
- Suppde all our ſtately veſſels, tifht pais and repaſs 
the ocean, were to carry out nothing but tinſel, and 
theatrical decorations; were to import nothing but 
glittering baubles, and nicely fancied toys: would ſuch 
a method of trading be welkjud ed in itſelf, or benefi- 
cial in its conſoquences? Aticala te ſpeech is the in- 
ſtrument of a much nokdis commerce, intended to 
tranſmit and diffuſe the treaſures of the mind. And 
zvill. not the practice be altogether as inj udiciaus, muſt 
not the iſſue be infinitely t detrimental, if This vebir 
cle of intollectual n is n only with. ag 
Ppperies, ? 

Aſp. Such ſolly — extravagance ik be - hifſed 
- Out of the commercial world. Why then are - they ad- 
mitted and cheriſhed in the facial? 
Ther. Why, indeed? He muſt be far more acute 

than your Theron, who can aſlign a lingle reaſon to 

countenance them, To explode them, ten + thouſagd 
| ob £4 - + 
» Mautb, vi, 6 a 5 
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arguments occur. A. continual ronnd of gay and tri- 

fling converſation “, of viſits quite modiſh, and enter- 
tainments not moral, mult give an indolent turn to tho 

mind; ſuch as will enervate its powers, indiſþoe it for 

generous action, and gradually ap the very foundation 

of virtue. Whereas, a frequent conference on the 

glories of the — or the wonders of creation, 

would invigorate and ennoble the ſoul; would enlarge 

her faculties, and elevate her deſires. 

Ap. Did not our hearts burn within us, ſaid the tra- 

vellers to Emmaus, while HE talked with us by the 

way se "Thoſe diſcourſes, it is true, were conducted 
with a ſpirit, and enforced with an energy, abiolutely 

unequalled; yet the ſame happy effects would, in /n 

inferior degree, reſult from our friendly conferences, 

if they turned upon the ſame important points. We 

alſo ſhould feel our hearts warmed with. holy zeal, and 

ing with heavenly love. 

© Ther. Such conferences would not only be produc- 

tive of preſent advant age, but yield a renewed pleaſure 
in the retroſpect. We might refed, with real compla- 
cency, on hours ſpent in ſo rational a. manner. And 
wh would not prefer the filent applauſe of the heart 
to all thoſe tumultuous joys which wanton jeſts _ 
or the-circling glaſs inſpires ? 
- Aſp. One t who thoroughly knew mankind, and 
had tried the? merits of — jovial board, very perti- 
nently compares ſuch flaſhes of mirth to the crackling 
of thorns under a pot . Phe tranſient blaze of the one, 
and the ſenſeleſs noiſe of the other, continue but for a 
moment, and then expire, that in imoke and darkneſs; 
ehis 1 in ſpleen and melancholy. 

I faid, ſpleen and melunchely for however jauntee 
and alert the various methods of modith- trifling max 
ſeem; whatever eaſe and grace they are raya, Nr to 
| eee ſure am I it will be aillictive to 


my and importance of ſuch converſation was ſmart- 
* bets by the 9 who, being aſkeil how he left 
company employed ? made anſwer, Some in milkiog the 

* ram, others in holding g the pail.” 
+ Luke xxiv. 33. j King Solomon. | 
Relei vii. 6. od MV ee BA * 
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look back upon interviews ſquandered away in very va» 
nity; and —_ to laat forward upon the account 
which we muſt all ſhortly render. What figure will 
ſuch an article make in the final reckoning, and at the 
deciſive bar! „Our ſocial hours, which might have 
« promoted our mutual edification, and been ſubſervi- 
« ent to our Creator's glory, all % in merriment and 
« whim ; or neox/e than loft, in flattery and detraction. 
« A blank; or a blot.” | 
Ther. Venus, we find, has her zealous knights-er- 
rant, and Bacchus his profeſſed votaries, in almoſt 
every company. And is it not truly deplorable, that 
the Gop of nature alone has none to aſſert his honour, 
none to celebrate his perfections? though HE is the 
original of all beauty, and the parent of all good. | 
hen J have taken my morning walk, amidſt dews 
and flowers, with the fun ſhedding luſtre round him, 
and unveiling the happy landſcape, how has mine eye 
been charmed with the lovely. proſpect ! how has my 
ear been ravithed with the muſic of the grove! Me- 
thought every note was a tribute of harmony; and all 
nature ſeemed one grand chorus, ſwelling with the Crea- 
tor's praiſe. But how has the ſcene been (reverſed; 
hen, leaving my rural elyſium, I entered the haunts 
of men! where I ſaw faculties divine meanhpengaged 
in trifles ; where I heard the tongue prompt to utter, 
2 fluent to expreſs, every thing but its Maker's 
ry. . 4 51 
R I aſſure you, I have often been chagrined on this. 
occaſion ; and ſometimes {aid within myſelf, „ What! 
« ſhall zrifes be regarded, and the Mujeſiy of heaven 
„ neglecied ? Shall every friend, and every viſitant, 
receive his ſhare of reſpect? and no acknowledg- 
« ments be paid to that exalted Being, who is worthy, 
« more than worthy, of all our veneration ??? I 
Aſp. This will be ſti} more afflictive to an ingenu- 
dus mind, if we conſider, that the infinite and glori- 
ous God is preſent at all our interviews: vouchſates to 
expreſs his ſatisfaction, and acknowledges himſelf #:ag« 
Rified, when, with admiration and love, we talk of his 
| tranſcendent excellencies. Nay, we are affured, that 
the Lord of all Lords not only hearkens, but 3 
Mr - | b 
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book of remembrance ; and will diſtinguiſn ſuch perſons 
at the day of univerſal retribution. When the looſe 


train of licentious talkers are driven away as the del- 


picable chaff, theſe ſhall be ſelected for his peculiar 
treaſure, and numbered among the jewels of ] E- 
HOVAH *®. TH 
Ther. If the gentlemen who make high pretenſions 
to reaſon, think themſelves diſcharged from theſe doc- 
trines of revelation, they ſhould not forget Heir own 
ſcriptures. A phile/ppher will tell them the duty of em- 
ploying their time, as in the awful preſence, and un- 
der the immediate inſpection, of the Supreme Being +. 
An orator will ſhew them the egregious /1propricty of 
waſting their friendly interviews in the fumes: of drol- 
lery, or the froth of impertinence }. | | 
A. Who then, that is wiſe, would not habituate 
himſelf to a practice, which comes recommended by 
the voice of reaſon, and is enforced by the authority 
of God ? A practice which will adminiu -r preſent good, 
will afford pleging . reviews, — and terminate in ever- 
faſting honour rr 50,41 
Tier. It is. ſtrange, ſubjects which deſerve to be 
received as the umverſal topic, are almoſt univerſally 
bamiſhed from our diſcourſe. Was this cabinet enrich- 
ed with g ſeries of antique medals, or a collection of 
the fineſt germs ; my friends would naturally expect to 
be entertained with a ſight of thoſe rarities, and an 
explanation of their meaning. Why ſhould we not as 
Naturally expect, and as conitantly agree, to entertain 
each other with remarks on thoſe admirable curigſities 
1 24 Z * 4 " N 
* Malachi iii. 16, 17. This is a paſſige much to be obſerved :— 
A moſt emphatical recommendation of religious diſcourſe! Perhaps 
the moſt emphatical that ever was uſed; and the molt endearing that 
can poſſibly be concAved. 17 ** | 
Sic certe viuendum eſt, tanguam in conſpefu vivemns : fic co- 
Pay tanquam . Pei e oft, * 
wid Exim profit ab b;mine alquid efſe ſecretum ? Ni Bes clauſum 
„ Intereſt animis noſtris, et cogitationibus mediis intervenit.. Se- 
nec. Epiſt. 83. | 
þ Cicero ſays with an air of graceful indignation ; Qaſi vers cla- 
rorum virorum art tacitos congreſſus eſſe oporteat, aut ludicros ſermo- 
| wes, aut rerum colloguia levioram, Academ. Quæſt. lib. 4, 
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which are depoſited in the boundleſs mſcum of the 
univerſe ? | | | 

When a general has won ſome important victory, or 
an edmiral . ie deſtroyed the enemy's fleet, every com- 

pany reſounds with their atchievements, every tongue 
is the trumpet of their fame. And why thould we not 
celebrate, with equal delight and ardour, that a/mighty 
Hand, which formed the ſtructure, and furniſhed the 
regions, of this ſtupendous ſyſtem ? | 
| Aſp. Eſpecially, if to his umenſely glorious, we add 
> this ſupremely amiable perfections. When the victorious 
commander is our molt cordial friend; when he has 
3 profeſſed the tendereſt love, done us the moſt ſignal 

good, and promiſed us a perpetual enjoyment ot his 
tavours ; it will be impoſſible to neglect fuch an ill. 
trious and generous perſon. His name muſt be engra- 
ven upon our hearts, muſt ſlide inſenſibly into our 
tongues, and be as muſic to our ears. iq 

Is not all this true, and in the moſt ſuper- eminent 
degree, with regard to the bleſſed Go”? Can greater 
_— be exerciſed, or greater {ve be conceived, than 
to deliver up his own Son to torments and death, for 
the expiation of our fins? Can Genefts more deſirable 
be granted, than to adopt us for his children, and 
= ſandctify us by his ſpirit ? Can promiſe; more invaluable 
be made, than thoſe which inſure to us the preferments . 
IF of heaven, and the riches of eternity? . + 

All this is atteſted, concerning the Almighty Maje- 
ſty, in the ſcriptures of truth. What a rich fund, 
therefore, for refined converſation are the fſeriptures ? 

. Ther. Here alſo I have the pleaſure to concur. with 
my Aſpaſio. Though I believe he ſuſpe&s me to be 
ſomewhat wavering, or detective, in my veneration for ' 
the ſcriptures. of ne 

Aſp. No, Theron: I have a better opinion of your, 
taſte and diſcernment, than to harbour any ſuch ſuſ- 


picion. 


Wa fo. 
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*M r to a remarkable edifice in the city of Ox- 
ford diſtinguiſhed by this rame, and appropriated to the reception 
of curioſities, both natural and artificial. | $7 
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Ther. The ſcriptures are certainly an ine chauſtible 
fund of materials for the moſt delightful and ennobling 
diſcourſe. When we conſider the Author of thoſe ſa- 
cred books — that they came originally from hegven— 
were dictated by divine Wiſdom—have the ſame con- 
ſummate excellence as the works of creation —it is really 
ſurpriſing that we are not always ſearching, by ſtudy, 

by meditation, or converſe, into one or x” A of thoſe 
grand volumes. 

Aſp. When Secker preaches, or Murray the 
church is crouded, and the bar thronged. When 
Spenſe produces the refinements of criticiſm, or Young 
diſplays: the graces of poetry; the preſs toils, yet is 
ſcarce able to ſupply the demands of the public. Are 
we eager to hear, and impatient to purchaſe, what pro- 
cetds from ſuch eloquent tongues, and maſterly pens ? 
and can we be: coldly indifferent, when — not the moſt 
accompliſhed of mankind — not the moſt exalted of 
creatures but the adorable Author of all wiſdom, 

in his revealed word? Strange! that our atten- 
tion does not hang upon the venerable accents, and 
our talk /dwel/ upon the incomparable truths ! 

- Ther, I admire, I muſt ' confeſs, the very language 
of the Bible. In this, methinks, I diſcern a confor- 
mity between the book of nature, and the book of ſcrip- 
ture. | | | | 

In the book of nature, the divine teacher ſpeaks, 
not barely to our ears, but to all our ſenſes. And it 
is very remarkable, how He varies his addreſs - Ob- 
ſerve his grand and auguſt works. In theſe, He uſes 
the ſtyle of majeſty. We may call it, the true ſublime. 
It ſtrikes with awe, and tranſports the mind. View 
his ordinary operations. Here, He deſcends to a 
plainer dialect. This may be termed the ſamiliar ſtyle. 
We comprehend it with eaſe, and attend to it with 
pleaſure, In the more ornamented parts of the crea- 


» St. Luke, in his evangelical hiſtory, uſes this beautiful image, 
re. The people hung upon the lips of their all-wiſe 
Teer Luke xix. 48. Which {optics two very ſtrong ideas 
an attention, that nothing could interrupt,—and an eagerneſs, ſcarce 
ever to be ſatisfied. | 
THE anne loquentis ab orc, VI IG. | 
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tion, He clothes his meaning with elegance. All 18 
rh and brilliant. We are delighted; we are charm- 
ed. And what is this, but the ford ityle? 

A variety, ſomewhat ſimilar, runs through the 
Scriptures. Would you fee /t, in all her ſimplici- 

„and all her force; moſt beautifully eaſy, yet irre- 
filtibly ſtriking? See her, or rather Hel her energy, 
touching the nicelt movements of the ſoul, and tri- 
umphing over our paſhons, in the inimitable narrative 
of Foſepb's life. — The repreſentation of £/au'; bitter 
diſtreis ; the converſation-pieces of Jonathan, and 
his gallant friend 1 the memorable journal of the diſ- 
ciples going to Emmaus t; are finithed models of the 
impaſſioned and affecting. Here is nothing ſtudied ; no 
flights of fancy 3 no embelliſhments of oratory. Yet, 
how inferior is the Epiſode of Niſres and Eurialus, 
though worked up by the moit maiterly hand in the 


Vocorld, to the undiſſembled artleſs fervency of theſe ſcrip- 


tural tketghes || ! 

Are we pleaſed witi the elevation and dignity of an 
hernic poem; or the tenderneſs and perplexity of a dra- 
matic performance ! In the book of Fob, they are both 
united, and both unequal. Conformably to the exact- 


| eſt rules of art, as the action advances, the incidents 


are more alarming, and the images more magnificent. 


The asl y glows, and the pathos ſwells. Till, at 
** laſt, the D 


ITV Himſelf makes his entrance. He 
ſpeaks from the whirlwind, and ſummons the creation: 
ſummons heaven, and all its ſhining hoſt; the elements, 


and their moſt wonderful productions; to vouch, for 


the wiſdom of his providential diſpenſations.— His 


Geh. xxvii. 30, Cc. | + x Sam, xviii, xix, xx. 
} Luke xxiv. 13, &c. A, 

Let a perſon of true taſte, peruſe, in a critical view, the two 
firlt chapters of St. Luke. He will there find a ſeries of the moſt 
ſurpriſing incidents, related with the greateſt ſimplicity, yet with the 
utmoſt majeſty.—Al which, extremely affecting in themſelves, are 
heightened — illumivated, by a judicious intermigture of the ſu- 


blimeſt pieces of poetry. For my own part, I know not how to 


characterize them more properly, than dy Solomon's elegant com- 


pariſon.— They are-as gold rings ſet with the beryl, or as bright 1 
over-laid with ſapphires. Cantic. v. 14. "$1 8 2 
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word ſtrikes terror, and flaſhes conviction: decides the 
momentous controverſy, and cloſes the auguſt drama, 
with all pothble propriety, ſolemnity, and grandeur. 
If we ſometimes chuſe a plaintive ſtrain ; ſuch as 
ſoftens the mind, and induces an agreeable melancho- 
ly : are any of the ancient tragedies ſuperior, in the 
eloquence of mourning, to David's pathetic elegy on 
his beloved Jonathan; to his molt paſſionate and in- 
conlolable moan , over the lovely but unhappy A4b/a- 
{om ; or to that melodious woe, which warbles and 
| bleeds, in every line of Feremiab's Lamentations ? 
Would we be entertained. with the daring ſublimity of 
Homer, or the correct majeſty of Virgil? With the ex- 
preſſive delicacy of Herace, or tae rapid excurſions of 
Pindar ? Behold them joined, behold them excelled, 
in the odes of Meſes, and the euchariſtic hymn of Debo- 
rab; in the-exalted devotion of the Pſalms, and the 
glorious enthuſiaſm of the prophets. 


® Sam. i. 29, Cc. 
8 + 2 Sam. xviii. 33. The king was vehemently affected (per) 
and went up ts the chamber and wept : and as he went, he-ſaid ; O my 
fon Abſalom ! my fon, my fon, Abjalom ! Would 'G 9 D I had died for 
thee! 0 Abſalom, my ſon, my ſou!—$uch a picture, and ſo much pathos; 
ſo artleſs both, and both ſo exquiſite; I muſt acknowledge, I never met 
with, among all the repreſentations of dignity in diſtreſs. —The 
king's troops had gained a ſignal victory. His crown and his life 
vere reſcued from the moſt unminent danger. Yet all the honours 
and all the joys of this ſucceſsfu} day, were ſwallowed up and loft 
in the news of Abſalom's death. — The news of Abſalom's death 
ſtruck, like a dagger, the afflicted father. He ſtarts from his ſcat. 
He haſtens into retirement, there to pour out his ſoul in copious 
l mentation. But his anguiſh is too impetuous, to bear a moment's 4 
\ eſtraint, He burſts immediately into a flood of tears; and cries, = 
; as he departs, 0 Abſalym, &c. | 4 
What ſays Mezentips, when bis ſon is flain ? When, to ſharpen 
his ſorrow, the pale corpſe, the miſerable ſpectacle, is before his 
eyes, and within his arms ? The molt pathetic word he utters, is 


* * * 1 7 © 
* Hen! nunc vi ſero mibi demum 


Exillum infalix, nunc allè vuluus adatium. | 2 iq 


. How languid is Virgil? How inexpreſſive the prince of Latin po- 
etry ! compared with the royal mourner in Iſrael! Moſt evident, | 
from this and many other inſtances, is the ſuperiority of the ſerip- 8 
tures, in copying aature, and painting the paſſions. | | 


V Is. 
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Aſp. Only with this difference, that the former are 
tunefil triflers * and amule the fancy with empty fic » 
tion: the latter are weachers ſent from G O D, and 
make the ſoul wiſe unto ſalvation, The Bible, is not 
only the brighteſt ornament, but the molt invaluable 
depoſitum. On a right, a practical knowledge of theſe 
lively oracles, depends the preſent comfort, and the 
endleſs felicity of mankind. Whatever, therefore, in 
ſtudy or converſation, has no connection with their di- 
vine contents; may be reckoned among+the , of li- 
terature, or the h of diſcourſe. 

Ther. Here again the book of ſcripture, is ſome- 
what like the magazine of nature. What can ue de- 
ſire, for our accommodation and delight, which this 
ſtore-houſe of conveniences does not afford? What can 
we with, tor our edification and improvement, which 
that fund of knowledge does not ſupply ? Of theſe we 
may truly affirm, each, in its reſpective kind, 17 profit+ 
able urts all things. 

Are we admirers of antiquity Here, we are led 
back, beyond the univerſal deluge, and far beyond the 
date of any other annals.—We are introduced among. 
the earlieſt inhabitants of the earth. We take a view 
of mankind, in their undiſguiſed primitive plainneſs ; 
when the days of their life were but little ſhort of a 
thouſand cars. We are brought acquainted with the 
original of nations; with the creation of the world; 
and with the birth of time itſelf. 

Are we delighted with 9% achievements ?—Where 
is any thing comparable. to the miracles in Egypt, and 
the wonders in the field of Zaan 2 To the memoirs of 
the Mraelites, paſſing through the depths of the ſea ; 
ſojourning amidſt the inhoſpitable deſerts ; and con- 
quering the kingdom of _ Canaan ?—Where thall we 
meet with inſtances of martial bravery, equal to the 
prodigious exploits of the Fudzer or the adventurous: 
deeds of Jess valiant fon, and his matchleſs band of 
Warthies Here, we behold: the fundamental laws 


467, * Ludit dmobiliter. 
T See 2 Sam. xxili. 8, Cc. 1 Chroo. xi. 10, Cc. 
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of the univerſe, ſometimes ſuſpended, ſometimes re- 
vesſed : and not only the current of Jordan, but the 
courſe of nature controuled. In ſhort; when we en- 
ter the field of ſcripture, we tread—on enchanted, ſhall 
1 ſay? rather —on confecrated ground. Where aſto- 
niſhment and awe are awakened, at every turn. Where 
is all, more than all, the marvellous of romance “; 
connected with all the preciſion and ſanctity of truth. 

If we want maxim, of wiſdom, or have a taſte for 
the /aconic ſiyle; how copioutly may our wants be ſup- 
phed, and how delicately our taſte gratified! eſpecial- 
ly in the book of Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and ſome of 
the minor prophets.—Here, are the moſt ſage leſſons 
of inſtruction ; adapted to every circumſtance of life; 
formed upon the experience of all preceding ages; and 
perfected by the unerring SPI RIFT of inſpiration. — 
Theſe delivered, with ſuch remarkable conciſenels ; 
that one might venture to ſay, every word is a ſen- 
rence ; at leaſt, every ſentence may be called an apo- 
thegm ; ſparkling with brightneſs of thought, or 
weighty with ſolidity of ſenſe. The whole, like a pro- 
ſuſion of pearIs—each containing, in a very ſmall com- 
paſs, a value almoſt immenſe—al/ heaped up (as an in- 
genious critic ſpeaks) with a confuled magnificence, 
above the little niceties of order. 

If we look for the /frength of reaſoning, and the 
warmth of exhortation : the infinuating arts of gen- 
teel addreſs, or the many boldneſs of impartial re- 
proof ; all the thunder of the orator, without any of 
his oſtentation; all the politeneſs of the courtier, with- 
out any of his flattery :—let us have recourſe to the 


Heroum ſabula veris 
Vincitur hiſtoriis. 

+ What Cicero ſaid of Thuecidides, is more eminently true, con- 
eerning our royal moraliſt, and his rich collection of ethies; con- 
cerning our evangelical hiſtorians, and their copious variety of 
facts. Kun adeo efje rebus plenum referliumgue, ut prope verborum 
BUISKCTUM HUMETD TETUIR AQuUEL, 
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Acts of the Apoſtles, and to the Epiltles of St. Paul“. 
Theſe are a ſpecimen, or rather theſe are the /fardard,, 


of them all. 
I do not wonder, therefore, that a taſte ſo refined, 


aid a judgment ſo correct as Milton's, ſhould diſcern 


higher attractives in the volume of inſpiration, than in- 
the moſt celebrated authors of Greece and Rome. | 


Yet not the more 

Ceaſe I to wander, where the muſes haunt 
Clear fpring, or ſhady grove, or ſunny Hill, 
Smit with the love of facred ſong 5 but CHIEF” 
Thee Sion, and the flow' ry banks beneath, 
That-waſh thy hallowed feet, and warbling flowy 


Nightly I vijit f- 


Aſp. Another recommendation of the ſcriptures, isz, 
That they afford the moſt arwfid-and' molt amiable ma- 
nifeſtations of the GODHEAD: His glory thines, 
and his goodneſs ſmiles,- 1n- thoſe divine pages, with 
unparalleled. luſtre.— Here, we have a ſatisſactory ex- 


* Another very remarkable inſtance of propriety in St. Paul's 
writings, is, Phat though diffuſe in the dottrinal, they are conct/e 
in the preceptive parts. On the former, it was abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to enlarge. On the latter, it is always judicious to be ſhort. The 
celebrated rulo of Horace, | | 


SD ujcquid præcipies, eſto brevis, 


was never more exactly obſerved, nor more finely exemplified, 
than by our apoſtvlic author. Sce that noble (ſtring cf precepts, 
» 'I'hefl. v. 16, 17, &c,—See another: choice collection of the ſame” 
kind, Rom. xii: 9, 10, Cc. In which the energy of the diction 
is no leſs admirable than the conciſeneſs of. the ſentence. Axe- 
© [vY]i5 nz... -Go lis b ee — 
duet are ſome of the moſt vigorous words; that language can 

furniſh; and form the moſt animated meaning; that imaginatlon/ 


can conceive, 
That is, He ſtill was pleaſed to ſtudy the beanties of the an- 
” cient poets ; but his higheſt delight was in the ſongs of Sion, in 
the holy ſcriptures, and in theſe he meditated day and night. 
See Dr. Newton's edit. 
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planation of aur ow ſtate. The origin of evil is tra- 
ced ; the cauſe of all our miſery diſcovered 3 and the 
remedy, the infallible remedy, both clearly ſhewn, and 
freely offered. The merits of the bleeding JESUS, 

lay a firm foundation for all our hopes: while grati- 
tude for his dying love, ſuggeſts the moſt winning in- 
citement to every duty.—Morality, Theron, your (and 
let me add, y) admired morality, is delineated in all 
its branches. Is placed upon its proper baſis, and rai- 
ſed to its highelt elevation, —The SPIRIT of GOD 
is promiſed, to enlighten the darkneſs 7 under- 
ſtandings, and ſtrengthen the imbecility Bf our wills. 
What an ample—Can you indulge me, on this favou- 
rite topic? 

Ther. It is, I aſſure you, equally pleaſing to my- 
felf. Your enlargements, therefore, need no apolo- 

Yo 
a . Aſp What ample proviſion is made, by theſe bleſ- 
. ſed 8 for a/l our ſpiritual wants! And, in this 
reſpect, how indiſputable is their ſuperiority to all other 
compoſitions! _ 

Is any one convinced of guili, as provoking heaven, 
and ruining the ſoul ?—Let him aſk reaſon, to point out 
2 means of reconciliation, and a refuge of ſafety “. 
Reaſon heſitates, as the replies; © The ET 'Y may, 

© perhaps, accept our ſupplications, and grant forgive- 
© neſs.'—But the ſcriptures leave us not to the fad un- 


The ſentiment, ſays an anonymous writer, ſhould have been 
thus worded ; * Let the guilty perſon aſk his pride. It might 
have Leen obſerved by this writer, that the words expreſs the faint- 
eſt degree of hope; rather than a real perſuaſion; a thing ardent- 
by wiſhed, rather than truly believed; —heſi Hates—may—perhaps. 

However, | am willing to acknowledge ſome force and proprie- 
ty in the remark, It is not reaſon, but piide under the maſk of 
reaſon, which dictates every ſuch notion. Reaſon, unbisſſed and 
impartial, would pronounce the condition of ſinful man irremedi- 
able. That G OD, bein infinitely holy, muſt abhor the pollu- 
ted, and being infinitely jull, would in no wiſe ſpare the il crea- 
ture.—It is the goſpel, the goſpel alone, which opens the door of 
hope. Opens it, from a moſt unexpected quarter, the tle 
hrs is in CHRIST JESUS; and on poor forlorn wretches, 
who ſat in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, Having no gleam of 
conſolagion, from all that their own wiſdom could deviſe, or their 
ewn ability perform. 
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certainty of conjecture. They ſpeak the language 
of clear aſſurance. GOD has ſet forth a propitiation *: 
He des forgive our iniquities : he aw/ remember our 
FX ſins no more f. Hat” 
bY Are we aſaulted by temptation, or averſe to duty? 
* —Philoſophy may attempt to parry the thruſt, or to 
ſtir up the reluctant mind; by diſcloſing the deformity 
of vice, and urging the ftnzs of things. Feeble ex- 
= pedients! Juſt as well calculated, to accompliſh the 
ends propoſed; as the flimſy fortification of a cobweb, 
to defend us from the ball of a cannon ; or, as the 
gentle vibrations of a lady's fan, to make a wind- 
bound navy ſail.— The Bible recommends no ſuch in- 
competent ſuccours. My grace, ſays its Almighty 
AUTHOR, I, ſufficient for thee ||.—Sin ſhall not have 
” gominion over you f.—The great JEHOVAH, in 
= whom is everlaſting ſtrength, He worketh in us, both to 
” quill, and to do, of his good pleaſure |. | 
Should we be viſited with elne, or overtaken by 
any calamity, the conſolation which Plato offers, is; 
That ſuch diſpenſations coincide with the univerſal plan 
pf divine government. Virgil will tell us, for our relief; 
That afflictive viſitants are, more or leſs, the unavoid- 
able lot of all men. Another moraliſt whiſpers in the 
dejected ſufferer's ear, Impatience adds to the load: 
whereas, a calm ſubmithon renders it more ſupport- 
XZ © able.”—Does the word of revelation diſpenſe ſuch 
\X /priritleſe and fugitive cordials : No: Thoſe ſacred pages 
inform us, That tribulations are fatherly chaſtiſements ; 


tokens of our MAKE R's love, and fruits of .his 
care. That they are intended to work in us, the peace- 
able fruits of righteouſneſs ; and to work out for ws, 
an eternal weight of glory **. : 
x Should 
* Rom. iii. 25. + Pſal. ciii. 3. "| Heb. viii. 1a. 
| 2 Cor. xii. 9. $ Rom. vi. 14. + Phil. ii. 13. 


** 2 Cor. iv. 17. What are all the conſolatory expedients, pre- 
ſcribed in all the volumes of heathen morality, compared with this 
ene recipe of revelation ? They are, in point of cheering efficacy, 
ſomewhat like the froth on the conflux of a thouſand ſtreams, com- 
pared with a fingle draught of Homer's Nepenthe. Which, he 
tells us, was | 


- 
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Temper'd 
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Should we, under the ſummons of death, bave re- 

courſe to the molt celebrated comforters in the heathen 
world; they would increaſe our apprehenſions, rather 
than mitigate our dread. Death is repreſented, by the 
great maſter of their ſchools ; as © The moſt formi- 
* dable of all evil” They were not able poſitively to 
Yetermine, whether the ſoul ſurvived ; and never ſo 
mach as dreamt of the reſurrection of the body.— 
Whereas the book of GOD ſtrips the monſter of his 
Horrors, or turns him into a meſſenger of peace: gives 
him an angePs face, and a deliverer's hand. Aſcer- 
taining” to the ſouls of the righteons, an immediate 
© tranſlation into the regions of bliſs ; and inſuring to 
their bodies, a molt advantageous revival, at the reſto- 
ration of all things. 
Invxaluable bock! It heals the maladies of life, and 
ſubdues the fear of death. It ſtrikes a lightſome viſta, 
through the gloom of the grave; and opens a charm- 
ing, a glorious proſpect of immortality in the hea- 
vens. 

Theſe, with many other excellencies pecnliar to the 
ſcriptures, Are, one would imagine, more than ſufficient to 
engage every fenſible heart in their favout, and intro- 
duce them, with the higheſt eſteem, into every impro- 
ved converſation.— They had ſuch an effect upon the 
fineſt genius, and mt accompliſhed * perſon, that for- 


Temper d with drugs of ſov'reign uſe Paſſwage 

The +oiling Her. of tumultuaus rage, 

I clear the cloudy front of wrinkled care, 

And dry the tearful ſluices of deſpair. 

Charm'd with that virtuous draught, th'exalted mind 

All ſenſe of woe delivers to the uind. be; K. p 
| Odyſſ. IV. 


* If we conſider David, in the great variety of his fine qualifi- 
cations. —"FThe ornaments of his perfon, and the far more illuftri- 
ous endowments of bis mind—'The- ſurpriſing revolutions in his 
fortune; ſometimes, reduced to the loweſt ebb of adverſity ; ſome- 
times, riding upon the higheſt tide of proſperity— His ſingular 
dexterity, in extricating himſelf from difficulties : and peculiar fe- 
licity, in accommodating himſelf to all circumſtances—The prizes 
he wc", as a youthful champion; and the victories he gained, as 
an experienced general—His maſterly hand upon the harp, and his 


— 


inimitable talent for poetry — The admirable regulations of his 0 
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8 Kc mer or latter ages can boaſt. Infomuch, that he made, 
* Hebe living, this public declaration; and left it, when 
be died, upon everlaſting record— How faveet are thy 

"XX words unte my taſte ! Yea, ſweeter than honey unto my 
© mouth *. bow 1 love thy law! It is my. medita- 
© tion all the day . Mine eyes” prevent the night-watch- 
RE 7s, that I may be occupied in thy precepts ; and I will 
9 | ſpeak , thy teſtimonies even before Kings F.—It David 
® taſted ſo much ſweetneſs in a nail, and that the lea 
valuable, part of the divine word; how much richer is 
the feaſt to us! Since the goſpel is added to the law, 
and the canon of ſcripture completed! Since (to bor- 
4 row the words of a prophet) the LORD GOD has, 
* 19w ſealed up the ſum ; has put the laſt hand to his 
; work; and rendered it /ul/ of wiſdom, and perfect iu 
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© Ther. Another remarkable peculiarity of the. ſacred 
+ writings, juſt occurs to my mind The method, of 
= communicating advice, or adminiſtering reproof, by 
XZ parables, A method, which levcls itſelf to the loweit 
apprehenſion, without giving offence to the molt ſu- - 
X 4 percilious temper. Yet, 1s as much ſuperior, to plain 
unornamented precept ; as the enlivened ſcenes of a 
; 4 well wrought . are more impreſſive and affect- 


al government, and the incomparable uſefulneſs of his public wri- 
iings— The depth of his repentance, and the height of his devo- 
IX tion—The vigour of his faith in the divine promiſes, and the ar- 
dour of his love to the Divine MAJEST Y—If we. conlider 
theſe, with ſeveral other marks of honour and grace, which enno- 
ble the hiſtory of bis life; we ſhall ſee ſuch an afſemblage of ſhi- 
ning qualities, as perhaps were never united in any ether merely 
human character. | 
_ This obier vation was expunged. But, upon maturer thoughts, 
it is offered to the public, In order to convince a polite reader, 
That the love of the ſcriptures; and the exerciſe of devotion, are 
by no means the low peculiarities of a vulgar mind. 

* Pſal. exix. 103. F Pial. cxix. 97. Pl. cxix. 46. 

[| Ezek. xxvili. 12. 


| ficient 
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ficient in his duty. Had the wiſe INSTRUCTOR 
of mankind abruptly declared, You neither know the 
former, nor fulfil. the latter. Probably, the queriſt 
would have reddened with indignation, and depart- 
ed in à rage. —Therefore, to teach, and not diſ- 
gult ; to convince the man of his error, and not exa/- 
perate his mind; the bleſſed JESUS frames a reply, 
as amiable in the manner, as it was pertinent to the 
purpoſe. 

A certain Jew, going down from Jeruſalem to Jeri- 
cho, fell among thieves * They rifle him of his mo- 
ney; {trip him of his clothes; wound him with great 
barbarity ; then leave him, expiring on the road. — 
Soon after this diſaſtrous accident, a traveller appears, 
and advances. that way. A ſight, inexpreſſibly wel- 
come to this afflicted creature. What renders it more 
likely, that he ſhall receive relief, this traveller is one 
of the ſacred order. One, who taught others the love- 
Iy leflons of humanity and charity; and was, there- 
fore, under the ſtrongeſt obligations, to exemplify them 
in his on practice. He juſt glances an eye upon the 
deplorable object; ſees him ſtretched on the ground, 
and weltering in his blood. But takes no farther, no- 
tice. Nay, to avoid the trouble of an inquiry, turns. 
out of the road, and paſſes by on the other fide. — 
Scarce was he departed, when a Levite approaches. 
This man comes nearer, and lools on the miſerable ſpec- 
tacle. He takes a leiſurely and attentive ſurvey of the 
caſe f. Though every gaſh, and every groan, plead 
for compaſſion; this miniſter of the ſanctuary obſerves 
all, with the coldeſt indifference. He neither moves a 
hand to help him; nor ſpeaks a word to comfort him; 
but leaves the poor, naked, mangled wretch to periſh 
in his calamity.—Laſt comes a. Samaritan t; one of 
| rhe 

* Luke x: zo, See. mW 

+ This ſeems to be the import of (8,1 x i Luke x. 32. 

This diverſifies the conduct of the two unnatural paſſengers, and 
beightens the deſcription of Jewiſh inhumanity. 
+ If this was a p:rable, we cannot but admire the accuracy cf. 


our LORD, both in laying the ſcene, and ſelecting the circum- 
ſtances.— It is the maxim of a great criti., 


Fitta 
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71 a 
+ the abhorred nation; whom the Jew hated with the 
FX moſt implacable malignity. Though the Levite had 
4 neglected a bleeding brother: though the prieſt had 
rich-held his pity, from one of the L OR D's peculiar 
people: the very moment this Samaritan ſees the un- 
happy ſufferer, he melts into commiſeration. He for- 
3 7 gets the embittered foe, and conſiders only the difireſed 
ellaau- creature. He ſprings from his horſe, and re- 
a 1 Fitta voluptatis cauſa ſint proxima veris. 
1 And how very apparent is the air of probability, in this facred a po- 
logue — The way from Jeruſalem to Jericho, lying through a de- 
ſert, was much infeſted by thieves, and too commodious for their 
pur poſcs of violence, What could be more likely to happen, than 
the puſſige of a prieſt and Levite along that road? Since Jericho 
as a city, appropriated to the Levitical order; and contained no 
leſs than twelve thouſand attendants, on the ſervice of the temple. 
How judiciouſly is the principal figure circumitanced ?—Had the 


* 
* 


1 calamiiy beſallen z Samaritan, it would have made but feeble im- 
4 preſſions of pity; and thoſe, perhaps, immediately effaced by 
tronger emotions of hatred. But, when it was a Jew, that lay 
A bleeding to death; the repreſentation was ſure to intereſt the hear- 
er in the diſtreſs, and awaken a tender concern,—Had the relief 
1 been adminiſtered by a Jew, the benevolence would have ſhone, but 
in a much fainter light. Whereas, when it came from the hands 
Mo! 4 Samaritan, whom all the Jews had agreed to execrate, and 
tank with the very fiends of hell, how bright was the luſtre of 
ch charity! 
It was molt charmingly, and indeed irreſiſtibly bright, ſinee it 
XX compelled a Jewiſh lawyer, to acknowledge the ſuperior excellence 
of a deſpiſed and hated Samaritan. Nay, it compelled him to ac- 
knouledge the ſuperiority of this hated Samaritan, not only to his 
couatrymen in general, but to thoſe who bore the moſt venerable 
character, and diſcharged the moſt ſacred office. ; 
Let the reader conlider the temper, expreſſed in that rancorcus 
RF refiction ; Thou art a Samaritan, and haſt a devil, John viii. 48. 
Let him compare that inveterate malevolence, with the benign and 
RX compaſſionate ſpirit, of our amiable. traveller.— Then, let him ſay; 
RE W hcther be ever beheld a finer or a þolder contraſt ? Whether, up- 
on the whole, he ever faw the ordonnauce of deſcriptive painting, 
more juſtly deſigned, or more happily. executed? 
1 would beg lcave to obſerve farther, That the virulent animoſi- 
2 = ty of the Jew.diſcovers itſelf, even in the lawyer's reply; He that 
ewe mercy on hum. He will not ſo much as name the Samarit iu. 
Ei pecially in a caſe, where he could not be named, without an ho- 
FX nourable diſtia&tion.—So ſtrongly marked, and ſo exactly preſer- 


ved, are the r uin, the,nornecrs or diſtinguiſhing qualities ef each 
: Perſon in the ſacred narrations ! 


| ſolves 
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ſolves to intermit his journey. The oil and wine, in- 
tended for his own retreſhmeut; he freely converts into 
healing unguents. He binds up the wounds; ſets the 
difabled ſtranger, upon his own beaſt ; and with all 
the aſſiduity of a ſervant, with albthe tender meſt of a 
brother, conducts him to an inn. — There, he does all 
chat can be contrived *, to foothe his preſent: ſorrows, 
and to provide againſt his future wants. He lays 
down, for his immediate uſe, what money he can ſpare; 
charges the hoſt to omit nothing, that may promote 
the recovery or comfort of his gueſt; and promiſes, to 
defray the whole expence ot his lodging, his mainte- 
nance, and his cure. 

What a lively picture this, of the moſt 22 nere el 
and active benevolence! A benevolence, Which ex- 
cludes no perſons, not even ſtrangers or enemies, from 
its tender regards. Which diſdains no condeſcenſion, 
grudges no coſt, in its labours of love.— Could auy 
method of conviction have been more forcible, and at 
the ſame time more pleaſing, than the interrogatory, 
propoſed by our LORD, and deduced from the ſto- 
ry? Which now of theſe three, thinkeft thou, was neigh- 
bour unto hint, that | fell: amang the: thieves Or, can 
there be an advice, more ſuitable-to the occation ; more 
important in its nature; and exprefled with a more 
ſententious energy, than C thou, and do likewiſe *— 
In this caſe, the learner inſtructs, the delinquent con- 
demns , himſelf. Bigotry hears away its prejudice 
and pride (When the moral ſo ſweetly, ſo imperceptibly 
inſinuates] even pride itſelf lends a ns car to ad- 


monition-. 
Aſp- This eloquence of Gnilioudes, + is at once affect- 


ing to the wiſe, and intelligible to rhe ignorant.—It 
ſhews F, rather than reluses, the point to be illuſtra- 
ted; and often makes, as in the fine. inſtance you have 
ſelected, the feelings of the heart overcome the preju- 
dices of Wo! unde! and Ar _ always been ad- 


4 2 „ Eetbdede we. 12 55 . „ 
Diſcentem, ſays Seneca upon the ſuhject, & andientem in rem 
Freſentem adducun l. Epiſt. lix. 


mired, 
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8 mired, by the beſt judges of human nature, and po- 
le literature. But, never was carried to its higheſt 
pʒaeerfection, till our LORD ſpoke the parable of the 
2 + prodigal *, Which has a beauty, that no paraphraſe 
c can heighten : a perſpicuity, that renders all interpeta- 
| 7 tion needleſs: and a force, which every reader, not to- 
> tally inſenſible, muſt feel . | | h 
Tier. The condefeenſion and goodneſs of GOD 
are, every where, conſpicuous.— In the productions of 
| + the bough, he conveys to us the moſt valuable fraits, 
by the intervention of the lovelieſt bloſſoms. Though 
. the preſent is, in itſelf, extremely acceptable; he has 
given it an additional endearment, by the beauties which 
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1 7 array it, or the perfumes which ſurround it.— In the 
- = pages of revelation, he has communicated to us the 
1 7 truths of heaven, adorned with all the graces of com- 
_ v3 poſition, Such as may poliſh the man of _ and 
„improve the man of worth. Such as gratify and cap- 
t © tivate our imagination, even while they cultivate and 
„and refine our morals—S0 that they really are, as one 


of their divine authors very elegantly ſpeaks ; Like ap- 
== ples of gold in pictures of filver . i . 
App. Who then would not gladly receive that gra- 
2X cious exhortation? Let the word of CHRIST duell 
© in you richly p. Who would not willingly obey that” 
benign command? Thou halt talk of it, when thou 
Luke xv. 11, Cc. f 0 ** 
+ If the reader ſhould be diſſatisſied with this method of extol- 
lng the parable in general, without ſpecifying its particular beau- 
ties; he may find ſomething of the latter kind attempted, in 
"XX Contemplations on the Starry Heavens, page 181, Cc. Lond. edit. 
Prov. xx. 11.— Theron follows the received tranſlation, I. 
re ſhould prefer the expoſition of Glaſſius ; who ſuppoſes mv 
4 "2 to lignify, Retiacula argentea, in guibus occuli ſunt _—_ 
= mn, penetrabiles tamen viſu. According to this interpretation, t 
'C paſſage will preſent us with apples of geld in net- work, or lat», 
„ XXX fice-work, of ſilver. Where the fine fruit receives a new charm, 
by ſhewing itſelf through the elegant apertures of the baſket. 


[= Y § Col. ui. 26. The word of CHRIST ; ſo the apoſtle entitles 

the whole inſpired writiogs, and thereby aſſerts the divinity of his 
_RFMASTE R=—dwell ; not make a ſhort ſtay, or an occational vi- 
1 © lit, but take up a fixed and ſtated refidence—richly ; in the largeſt 


meaſure, and with the greateſt efficacy; ſo as to fill the memory; 
ſway the will; and actuate all the aſſections. : 
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fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the ay; 
when thou lig down, and when thou riſeſt up. Since, 
in this caſe, duty is evidently inlaid with delight. 

When I conſider the language of the ſcriptures, and 
ſometimes experience their energy on my ſoul; I am 
inclined to ſay— Other - writings, though poliſhed 
« with the niceſt touches of art, only tin4/e on the ear, 
or affect us like the ſhepherd's reed. But theſe, even 
amidſt all their ſimplicity and negligence, flrike— 
4 alarm—trahſport «us -—ſomewhat like the voice of 
thunder, or the archangel trumpet.” 

When I conſider the contents of the ſcriptures ; and 
believe myſelf intereſted, in the promiſes they exhibit, 
and the privileges they confer ; I am induced to cry 

out—* What are all the other books in the world, 
compared with theſe ineftimable volumes? No more 
* than an entertaining novel, or a few prudential rules 
for domeſtic economy, compared with a parent's 
+ will; a royal charter + ; or an imperial grant of titles 
* and manors.? . $363 
I aid, promiſes and privileges. For, theſe I look up- 
on as imparting the moſt ſovereign worth to the ſcrip- 
tures. Agreeably to our LOR D's teſtimony, ſearch 
the ſeripturet. Why 2 What recommends them to our 
attentive regard? Becauſe they give the nobleſt diſplay 
of the divine perfections, and the trueſt eſtimate of hu- 
man nature? Becauſe they open the inviſible world, 
and diſcover the ſecrets. of eternity? Prefent us with 
the moſt refined rule of duty, and preſs upon us the 
moſt forcible motives to obedience ? — All this they 
unqueſtionably do. Yet this is not their moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing excellence. S:ar84+ them, fays our bleſſed 


1. ' 3 * ® Dent. vi. 5. 7 bv _ be — a 

The contents of the ſcripture are called, by the wiſe man, 
Prov. viii. 6. Excellent things, reyot truths, | princely, ſen- 
timents. © Teſtifying of Meffiab the Prince, his perſon, rightcouſ- 
neſs and ſalvation. —Exceeding all the works and writings of the 
learned, as much as Solomon himſelf, when: ſeated on bs throne 
of ivory and gold; furrounded with all the ſplendour of his bril- 
Hant court; and delivering the dictates of inſpiration, to liſtening 
ſages as much as that magnificent me narch, in ſuch circum- 
Kances of dignity, and amidſt ſuch diſplays of wiſdom, exceeded 

he populace of Iſracl. 9 1 
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*X LORD, with a cloſe, an exact, an unwearied aſſidu- 
** ity ; becauſe, hey tei of ME. Of my all. ſurpaſ- 
** ſing dignity, and infinite merits. Of free juſtification 
through my blood, and everlaſting life through my 
2® righteouſneſs. This is their crowning perfection. From 

hence they derive the moſt exalted merit. 
All theſe eircumſtances remind me of a very empha - 
tical atteſtation, bore to the exalted merit of the B1BLe. 
Which, though quite arte, is, I chink, abundant- 
ly more expreſſive, than the moſt laboured efforts of 
1 4 panegyric. It came from the lips of a martyr. Who, 
deing condemned to die, for” his inviolable adherence 
do the doctrines of ſeripture; when he arrived at the 
* ſtake, and had compoſed himſelf for execution, took 
his fmal leave in theſe affecting words: Farewel ſun 
and moon! Farewel all the beauties of creation, and 
« comforts of life! Farewel my honoured friends! 
Farewel my beloved relations! And fare wel thou 
precisur, precious bat of GOD Y - ee 
Aſpaſio had ſcarce uttered the laſt Sentence, when 
a ſervant came to let them know; Supper was upon 
« the table. Vety opportunely, ſaid Theron, has our 
repaſt waited, till our conference is ended. We have 
ſhewed, what a large field of delightful ſpeculation, 
the ſcriptures open; and what ample” materials for 
the moſt refined diſcourſe , they afford. As nothing 
can be more ungraceful, than to neglect in our wr 
conduct, what we recommend to the practice of others + ; 
let us, this very night, begin to ennoble our inter- 
views with theſe improving ſubjects. Let us endea- 
x your to make religious converſation, which is in all re- 

ſpects a:firable, in ſome degree /a/hionable. 

9 * Should the ſerious reader want any farther perſuaſives, to this 
molt beneficial practice; he may ſee How particularly our divine 
MAS TE R ſerves the ſtrain of our converſation; Luke xxiv. 
ry. How exprefly He has commanded ſuch ſocial communications, 
23 may tend to the aſe f edifying, Eph. iv. 29,—And. what an 
> IF evidence will ariſe from this article, either for our acquittal or con- 
- "IF Cemnatin, at the day of everlaſting, judgment, Matt. xii. 36, 37. 
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FIT) HE next morning, when breakfaſt was over, 
Theron aud Aſpaſio took a walk into the gar- 
den Their Tpirits cheered, and their imagination Free. 
ly— Gratitude-glowing in their hearts, and the whole 
creation ſiniling round them. _ 
Ide ſpot adjoining to the houſe, was appropriated 
tothe cultivation 1—In a variety of hand- 
fome compartments, were aſſembled the choiceſt beau- 
ties of blooming nature. Here the hyacinth hung her 
filken; bells, or the //ies reared their. filver pyramids. 


There, ſtood the neat Narciſſus, looſely “ attired in a 


mantle of ſnowy luſtre; while the ſplendid ranunculus 
wore- a. full-trimmed ſuit of radiant ſcarlet. Pinks 
were riſing to enamel the borders; re were opening 
to dreſs the walls; ſurrounded, on all ſides, with a 
profuſion of beauteous forms, either latent in the ſtalk, 
or burſting the buds, or blown into full expanſion, 
This was bounded by a {light partition; a ſort of 
verdant 8 Through which they deſcend by an 
eaſy flight of ſteps; and are preſented with the ele- 
gant — of the Lichen garden. — In one place, 
ou might ſee the marigold flowering, or the beans in 
Loom In another, the endive curled her leaves, 
or the lettuce thickened. her tufts. Cauliflowers ſhel- 
tered their fair complexion, under a green umbrella; 
while the borage dithevelled + her locks, and braided 


them with, native jewels, Cf a finer azure than the fin- 


eſt ſapphires—On the ſauny apt, the cucumber and 
melon lay baſking. in the collected beams. On the 
1 beds, the artichoke ſeemed to be erecting a ſtand- 
ard, while the. aſparagus ſhot 4 into ranks of ſpears. 
The {evel graund produced all manner of cooling ſallets 


2 — Hiantem Flore decore 
Vorciſſum. | | 
+ Referring to the looſe irregular manner of its foliation, 
t Alluding, not only to the ape, but alſo to the growth of this 
plant; which is ſo unuſually quick, that it may almoſt be ſaid to 
flart, rather than to rife out of the earth. 


and 


1 
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and nouriſhing eſculents. Which, like the brows of 
the Olympic conquerors, were bound with a fillet of 
== unfading parſley ; or, like tñe pictures of the moun- 
tain-nymphs, were graced with a chaplet of fragrant 
marjorum. In ſhort,/ nothing was wanting to- furn 


ſh 
out the wholeſome luxury of an antediluvian banquet. 

Soon, à high wall iuterbenes. Through Which E 
wicket opens, and tranſmits them into the regular and 
equi-diſtant rows of an orchard. —Fhis plantation is fo 
nicely adjuſted, that it looks like an arrangement of Tu- 


© rabpiazzas, or a collection of divenified viſtas. The 


eye is, every where, entertained with the exacteſt uni- 


* * formity; and darts, with unobſtructed eafe, from one 


end of the branching files to the other.—On all the 
boughs, lay a lovely evolution of %, arrayed in 


milky white, or tinged with the ſoftelt red. Crouding 
into one general cluſter, without relinquithing a vacant 
pace for leaves, they formed the faireſt, t 

the graadeſt 'alcove, that fancy itſelf can imagir e. Ir 


yayelt, 


is really like the court of the Graees. None 'can-ap+ 
proach it, without finding his ideas brightened, and- 
feeling bis temper-exhilarated. (© l. 
- Contiguous to this correct diſpoſition of things, na- 
ture has thrown'a «vi/dernefs ; hoary, groteſque; and 
magnificently oonfuſed. It ſtretched itſelf with a large 


4 Circular ſweep, to the north; and ſecured both the oc 
=> litory and the ore hard from incommoding winds. Copſes 
of hazel, and flowering ſhrubs, -filed the lower ſpaces. 


While poplars quivered aloft in airy and pines pierced 
the elouds with their leafy ſpires. Here, grew clamps. 


of fir, clad in N een. There, ſtoed groves 


of oak, Which had weathered; for ages, the wintr 
ſtorm.— This woody theatre, was cnjerieated by hr on 
ing walt lined with elms of infliperable height. Whoſe 
branches, uniting at the top, redted®x majeſtic arch, 
ant projected a ſokmififhade:/- It was impoſkble to en- 
ter this lofty labyrinth, without being ſtruck. with a. 
pleaſing dread *. Avthey proceed; every inflection dif- 
—— ̃ —— neu, GG. _ 
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fuſes a deeper gloom, and awakens a more penſive at - 
tention. | i v K. ; 

Having ſtrolled in this darkſome avenue, without a 


ſpeck of ſunſhine, without a glimpſe of the heavens ; o 


a ſudden, they ſtep into open day.—Surpriting ! cries 
Aſpaſio. What a change is this! What delightful en- 
chantment is here One inſtant, whelmed in 'Tropho- 
nius's cave; where darkneſs lours, and horrour 
frowns. Tranſported, the next, into the romantic 
ſcenes of Arcadia; where all is lightſome, and all is gay. 
— Quick as thought r, the arches of heaven expand 
their azure; Turrets and ſpires ſhoot into the ſkies. 
Towns, with their fpacious edifices, ſpread themſelves 
to the admiring view. Thoſe lawns, green with freſh- 
eſt herbage; thoſe fields, rich with undulating corn 
where were they all, a moment It brings to my 
mind that remarkable ſituation of the Jewtſh law-giver; 
when, elevated on the ſummit of Piſgah, he ſurveyed 


the y Land of Promiſe - ſur veyed the rivers, the 


floods, the brooks of honey and butter ſurveyed the 
mountains dropping with wine, and the hills flowing 
with milk T. —Surveyed all with thoſe eyes, which, for 

Tee tender oy God a 10 account of this cave, together 
with a very hero, and (which ſhould always accompany bu- 
mour, or clic it will be like a ſting without the honey) an impro- 
ding deſcription of its effects. Spett. Vol. VIII. No. 598, $99. 
Such s ſudden alteration of the proſpect, is i deſeri- 
bed by Milton; . | 


AM. * 4s + 5 @ ſcout, 
Through dark and deſert ways, with peril gone 
All night, at laſt by break of cheerful dawn 
Obtains: the brow of fome high climbing hill, 
Which to his eye &:ſcovers unaware 3 
Ie goodly preſpett of ſome foreign land. 
25 rf een: or ſome renown 4 metropolis,” 
ih gliſtering ſpires and pinnacles adorn'd, 
| Which now the rafing ſux galds with bis beams, 


Book III. 
hecy of 


Led 


Þ This is the language of the book of Job, and the 


| — A language, like the ſcene it deſcribes, not beautiful only, 


beautirul ang rich even to {uxuriency, Job xx. 19, Joel iti. — 
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Þ forty: tedious years, had been confined to dry fands, 
| I; ragged rocks, and the ickſome waſtes of a deſolate 
howling wildernels. 
. On the firſt mofy billock , which offered ats — 
Ws gentlemen ſeated themielves. The rifing fun had 
viſited-the ſpot; to dry up the-dews, and exhale the 
Woes that might endanger health; to open the vio- 
lets, and ex gy, pore — that decked the green. 
The whole hadeof the wood was collected behind them; 
and a beautiful, extenſive, moſt deverkified landſcape 
ſiſpread itſelf before them. 
Theron, according to his uſual manner, made many 
1 i improving remarks on the proſpect, and its furniture. 
9 He traced the footſteps of an all-comprehending con · 
trivance, and pointed out the ſtrokes of inimitable ſkill, 
2 oblerved the grand exertions of power, and the. 
rich exuberance of goodneſs, molt fignally, moſt char- 
| 4 mingly conſpicuous through the whole. Upon one 
bo ciccumſtance he enlarged, with a. en ſatisfac- 
nion. 
Fer See! Afnako how ellis ned 3 
3 4 niſter the higheſt delight to mankind. Thote trees and 
bedges, which ſkirt the extremities of the landſcape; 
| cating away from their real bulk, and leſſening by 
gentle dimiautions; appear like elegant pictures in mi- 
niature. Thoſe, which occupy the nearer ſituationa: 
are a ſet of noble images; ſwelling upon the eye, in full 
proporin ?-and in à variety of graceful attitudes. 
Both of them ornamenting the ſeveral apartments of 
eur common. abode, with a mixture of delicacy and- 
grandeur. 
Tube bloſſoms, nne the flowers, 
rhac embroider the mead z addreis and entertain our 


7 


bo 5 One would almoſt ſixſpeRt, the In en had read theſe 1. 


| cs, 26 attempted an imitation of their e 


--Vinique fontem, laffis of uberes © 
Cantare ri nos, atgue truncts 


Ia cavis iterare mella. Lib. II. Od. 19. 
+ Horace would have called it, Ceſpes Prtuilus. 1 5 


* 
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eyes with every charm of beauty *. - Whereas, to o. 
ther creatures, they are deſtitute of all thoſe attraQtives; 1 
which reſult from a combination of the lovlieſt colours, 
and molt alluring forms.—Yonder ſtreams, that glide _* 
with ſmooth ſerenity, along the vallies ;. glittering to 
the diſtant view, like ſheets of poliſhed filver ; or footh- 
ing the attentive ear, with the ſoftneis of aquatic mur- 
murs; are no leſs exhilarating to the fancy, than to M4 
the ſoil, through which they paſs.— The huge enor- 
mous mountain; the ſteep and dizzy precipice; tjge ; 
pendent horrors of the craggy promontory: wild and 
tremendous as they are, furniſh out an | agreeable en- 
tertainment to the human mind; and pleaſe, even while 
they terrify. Whereas, the beaſts take no other no- 
tice of thoſe majeſtic deformities,” than only to avoid 
the ers they threatennn. | 
Aſp. How do ſuch conſiderations exalt our idea of, 
the CREATOR*?s: eſs; his very diſtinguith- 
ing goodneſs to mankind 1 Should they not proporti- 
onably endear that eternal Benefactor; and render him, 
both the ſupreme deſire of our ſouls, and the ſupreme 
ight of our affections ? hoes Fab ne 
is ever · bountiful hand has ſcattered bleſſings, and 
with profuſe liberality, among a// the ranks of animat- 
ed exiſtence. But his beneficenceto us, is of the molt en- 


fe his. roets-as, Lebanon, Hol. xiv. 5. What ay elegant BY 


for their peculiar importance and excellency, deferye-not only to 
have a {urn in our reading, but a place in our memory. 9 
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We are introduced to ſcenes of beauty, which none 
1 but ourſelves are able to diſcern. We are preſented 
pit h à ſeries of gratifications, which none but ourſelves 
are capable of reliſhing. | | 2 
Fler. Another remark, though very obvious, is e- 
Equally important. The deſtination of all theſe external 
things, is no leſs advantageous, than their formation is 
| utiful. The bloom, which engages the eye with its 
deͤelicate hues, is cheriſhing the embryo fruit; and form- 


= ing, within its ſilken f the rudiments of a future 


4 ddeſſert . Thoſe ſtreams, which ſhine from afar, like 
fluid cryſtal, are more valuable in their productions, and 
deneficial in cheir ſervices, than they are amiable in 
their appearance. They diſtribute, as they roll alo 
Ztheir winding banks, cleanlineſs to our houſes, 
Zfruitfulneſsto our lands. They nouriſh, and at their own 
*Zexpence, a never - failing ſupply of the fineſt filh. They 
viſit our cities, and attend our wharts, as ſo many pub- 
he vehicles, ready to ſet out at all hour s. | 
| Thoſe ſheep, which give their udders to be drained 
y the buſy friſking-lambs, are fattening their fleſh for 
ur ſupport ; and while they fill their own flzeces, are 
8 Wome or for our comfortable clothing.—Yoader kine, 


ſome of which are browzing upon the tender herb; o- 
thers, ſatiated with paſturage, ruminate under the ſha- 
My covert; are, though conſcious of no ſuch deſign, con- 
eocting for our uſe, one of the ſofteſt, pureſt, healthieſt 
3:quors in the world. — The bees, that fly humming a- 
out our ſeat, _ — their work on the fragrant 

ing balm and fweetneſs, to com- 


1 Ploſſoms, are coll | 
Poſe the richeſt of ſyrups. Which, though the produce 
It their tail, is intended for our goed. 

3 Nature, and her whole family, are our obſequioys 
er vants, our ever - active labourers. . They bring the 
Fruits of their united induſtry, and pour them into our 
up, or depoſit them in our ſtore- rooms. 

. Who can ſufficiently admire this moſt charmi 
Ind immenſe benignity ?—The ſupreme DISPOSE. 
Pt events has commanded Delight and Profit to walk 


and in hand, through his ample creation. Making 


things ſo perfectly pleaſing, as if beauty was their on- 


Iv 


"© 
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ly end; yet all things ſo eminently ſerviceable *, as if 
_ uſefulneſs had been their ſole deſign. —As a farther in- 
vitation to our gratitude, he has rendered man the 
center, in which all the emanations of his beneficence; 
diffuſed through this terreſtrial ſyſtem, conſtantly ter- 
. 

But, my dear Theron, is not this apparent, in a 
much more wonderful manner, throughout the whole 
economy of RepemyTiON ?—lIt were à ſmall thing for 
this inferior claſs of unintelligent creatures, to be con- 
tinually employing themſelves for our benefit, Even 
the SON of the moſt High G OD, through all his in- 
carnate ſtate, acted the very ſame part.—He- took 
fleſh, and bore the infirmities of human nature, not 
for Himſelf, but for Us men, and our ſalvation. He 
_ ſuffered want, and endured miſery in all its forms; 
that we might poſſeſs the fulneſs of joy, and abound in 
pleaſures for evermore.—When he poured out his ſoul 
in agonies, under the curſe of an avenging law; was it 
not with a compaſſionate view, to make Us partakers of 
eternal bleſſedneſs ? When he fulfilled, perfectly fulfil- 
led the whole commanding law; was it not for this gra- 
cious purpoſe, that his righteouſneſs might be imputeU 


to Us? Yes; _ | 
— — — For us he lid, 
Told for our eaſe, and for our ſafety bled. 
Nothing in the whole courſe—— . 

Ther. Pardon me for interrupting you, Aſpaſio. I 
have no objection to the general drift of your diſcourſe. 
But that particular notion of imputed righteouſneſs, has 
always appeared to me in a very ridiculous light. And 
I muſt ſay, that ſuch a Puritarical naſtrum makes a very 
unbecoming figure, amongſt your other manly and 
correct ſentiments of religion. 
As. You know, Theron, I have long ago diſavow- 
ed that ignoble prejudice, which rejects doctrines, or 
r r. ; 


| .* Omnes mundi partes ita conflirute ſunt, ut prove ad uſum weliores | 


erint, negue ad ſpeciem pulchijores. —+ 
* ; FE a YE Ci c. De Nat. Deor. Lib. II. 
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A ; iſes perſons, becauſe they happen to be branded 
: | pm names. lis true the writers ſtyled 


peculiarity of the goſpel. It runs 8 — Z 
| iſtingui 


ve may credit hiſtory, entered into the preaching z- 
theſe, if we will examine impartially, are to be found 
in the writings of the .Puritans.—And a pearl, you 
will pleaſe to remember, is a pearl ſtill, though it ſhould 
hang in the Ethiopian's ear. | 

her. Ethiopian indeed! You have truly character- 
ized, that demure and gloomy generation. I hope, you 
don't intend to introduce their effected ſolemnity and 
forbidding reſerye, into your own eaſy and engaging 
converſation. Though, for aught I can judge, this 
would be no more ungraceful, than to patch ſuch auk- 
ward and antiquated notions, on the refined ſcheme of 

Chriſtianity. | e Woe Es | 

Aſp. My dear friend, you are too ludicrous ; and I 
begin to catch the infection. Away with your wit, I 
bdeieech you. Or, if you mult have it in your retinue, 
let it be your page, not your privy-counſellor. Let it 
wait at the door, not prefide at our councils. —We had 
better return to our firſt topic. Let us „ the 

wonders 


a” 
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wonders of creation; and as we admire the works, 
learn to adore the MAKER. 78 
Ther. None of your evaſions, good Aſpaſio. You 
muſt not think to put me off at this rate. I have want: 
ed an opportunity to rally you upon this head ; and to 3 550 
argue or laugh you, out of theſe religious oddities. 7 
Aſp. If you will not agree to terms of peace; I hope, 
you will allow ſome ceſſation of arms. At leaſt, till 1 7 
can muſter my forces, and prepare for the vindication 
of my principles. . | W 
Ther. No: upon the ſpot, and out of hand, you are 3 
required to anſwer for yourſelf, and theſe ſame queer 
opinions.—l ſhall ſerve you, as the Roman Conſul * 
ſerved the procaſtinating monarch f. When, demur- 7 
ring about his reply to the demands of the ſenate, he RF 
ſaid, He would conſider of the matter: the reſolute 
ambaſſador drew a circle round him with his cane, and 7 
inſiſted upon a poſitive anſwer, before he ſtepped over 
thoſe limits. | | - 367 
Aſp. This, however, you muſt give me leave to ob- 
ferve, that the affair is of a very ſerious nature. Upon 
condition, that you will difmiſs you flouriſhes of hu- 
mour, and ſtrokes of ſatyr; I will acquaint you with 
the reaſons, which have made me a convert to this doc- 
trine.— Once, I held it in the utmoſt contempt ; and 
pitied the ſimplicity of (a8 I then ſtyled them) its de- 
luded adrearers. But, I am now become ſuch a fool, 
that I may be truly wiſe, and ſubſtantially happy. I 
have ſeen my ruined ſtate : and I bleſs GOD for this 
ſovereign reſtorative. It is the ſource of my ſtrongeſt 
confolations, and the very foundation of my eternal 


Ter. Excuſe me, Aſpaſio; if the vivacity of my 
temper, and the ſeemingly uncouth tenet, kindled me 
into a more humourous gaiety, than became the occa- 

- fion. You ſpeak of the point, with ſo much ſeriouſ- i. 
nefs, and in ſuch weighty terms, as check my levity, 
and command my reſpect. Be pleaſed to execute, what 
you have promiſed ; and the moſt engaged attention of 
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my . mind, ſhall atone for the af lent ſallies of my 


tongue. : 
7238 2, To conceive a diſlike of any doctrine, only be- 
= caule perſons of a particular denomination, have been 
$ active and zealous to promote its reception; this is 
hardly conſiſtent with an impartial inquiry after truth. 
Tuer. I grant it, Aſpaſio. And 1 ſhould be aſham- 
ed of my opꝑoͤſition, if it was founded on ſo flight a 
bottom. But, abſtracted from all party conſiderations, 
© I can ſee nothing in this ſuppoſed article of our-faith, 
= which may recommend it to the unprejudiced inquirer. 
What can be more aukward than the term, or more 
> irrational than the ſentiment. nn 
* Aſp. The word imputed, when uſed. in this connec- 
tion, may poſſibly convey a diſagreeable ſound to the 
= ears of ſome people. Becauſe, they look upon it, as 
= the peculiar phraſeology of a few | ape — Secta· 
% rie; and reject it, merely on the foot of that unrea- 
ſonable ſurmiſe.— But, how can you be diſguſted at che 
expreſſion, Theron; who have ſo oſten read it, in the 
moſt approved and judicious writers? St. Paul, who 
might affirm with relation to his epiſtles, much more 
truly than the painter concerning his pourtraits, I aurite 
Vr eternity *.; ſeruples not to uſe; this aukward lan- 
guage, ſeveral times in the ſame chapter +. Milton, the 
correctneſs of whoſe taſte, and the propriety of whoſe 
ſtyle, no perſon of genius will ever queſtion ; delights 
to copy, in various parts of his incomparable poem, the 
apoltle's diction. Authoriſed by ſuch precedents, it is 
ſuperior to cavil, and warranted beyond all exception. 
As to the ſentiment, I take it to be the very funda- 
mental article of the goſpel: and I believe, whoever is 
acquainted with eccleſiaſtical affairs, will allow, that it 


Allnding to the painter, who, apologizing for the /ow proce- 
dure and ſcrupulouſly nice touches of his pencil, ſaid ; eternitati 
Pingo, I paint for eternity. And thoſe ſtrokes had need be correct, 
8s which are intended; not barely to ſolicit, but to command the ad- 
miration, of all ſueceeding . 

+ See Rom. iv. In which ſingle chapter, ſome branch of the 
word Aten dt, to be imputed, occurs no leſs than ten or eleven 
times. N 6 | 


7 | 


Ol A. AACR . - LA DR ts. ea 6th. 


| 


— — — — —— — 
* 2 * * 


38 THERON axv AS PAS T0. Dial. 2. 


ſhould be imputed to ſinful worms, is ſtrange, exceed- 


| countable, and myſterious effects? 


was the moſt mortal arrow in the heart of Papery, and 

the principal pillar in the eſtabliſhment of the Reforma- 
tion. — What ſays our LORD, with regard to the 
love of GOD, and the love of our neighbour? C 
theſes two commandments hang all the law and the pro- 
lets Much the fame would I venture to ſay, concern- 
ing the imputation of our ſins to CHRIS T, and the 
imputation of CHRIST 's righteouſneſs to us: On 
theſe two doctrines, hang all the privileges and the whole 
glory of the goſpel. 

Ther. In our laſt converſation, I muſt own, I ſaw a 
ſtrong reſemblance between the works and the word of 
605. But I never obſerved any thing in nature, that 
bore the lealt analogy to mnputed fin, or imputed righ- 
teouſneſs. To me your two doctrines ſeem ſtrange, un- 
accountable, and irrational. 

Asp. That our fins thould be charged upon the only 
begotten SON of GOD, and that his righteouſneſs 


ing ſtrange. The pſalmiſt calls it marvelous loving-kind- 
nes. The apoltle ſtyles it /ove that payeth knowledge +. 
And it has ſometimes, 1 muſt freely confeſs, been al- 
moſt ready to ſtagger my beliet— However, I have 
found myſelf relieved in this perplexity, not only by the 
teſtimonies of ſcripture, but even from the contempla- 
tion of nature. Is not all nature full of ſtrange, unac- 


Ther. That nature is full of ſtrange effects, is unde- 
niable. Strange are the experiments of electricity, and 
the occult qualities of the /pad-ftone / ſtrange and ſur- 
priling are thoſe countle!s legions of efluvia, which 
t ranſpire from a ſmall odoriferous body! More ſurpriſ- 
ing fill, are the infinite myriads of luminous particles, 
which iſſue from a ſmaller flaming ſubſtance *.—-There WW 

Md | iS a: 


2 Pſal. xvi. 5. + Eph. iii. 19. 
Dr. Nicuwentyt has computed, that, from a lighted candle, 
about the ſize of fix to the pound, there iſſues, in the ſecond of a 
minuten an effuſion of particles, vaſtly more than ten hundred thou 
Aud million times the number of funds, which the whole globe or 
t 


— 
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is not a tree, or a twig, or a leaf, but ſurpaſſes the 
FX comprehenſion of all mankind. - Even the minuteſt a- 
tom, is big with wonders. 
XX Take a nearer inſtance. This cow, which comes 
EX grazing up to our very feet. What is her food? Grals ; 
nothing but graſs, the wild production of the earth. 
Give the ſame materials to the confectioner, the cook, 
or the moſt ſkilful wriſt in the world. They, with all 
VE their application and induſtry, will never be able to 
XX work them up into a palatable dith, or any ſerviceable 
= fubſtance. Whereas this poor animal, without ſo much 
as thinking on her buſineſs, refines and concocts them, 
in the — 3 perfect manner. The jnices of ſo contemp- 
tible an herb, compounded and ſecreted in her body, hard- 
en into bone, and ſoften into fleſh : grow tough, as a 
cord, in the finews z-and become tender, as a jelly, in 
the fat. They ooze through the ndder, and form a 
delicious ſtream: of milk; they flow along the veins, in 
= recking tides of blood. Here, they take a crimſon 
ſtain; there, they equal the lily in whiteneſs ; on the 
RX kin and in the hair, they transform themſelves into e- 
very variety of colours. | 

Aſp: Pray, can you account for all theſe extraordi- 
| mary tranfmutations? Or, not to taſk your philoſophy 
too heavily, can you tell us, how one—only one of them 
is wrought ? How the coarſe and bitter herbage, chew- 
ed and concocted by this dumb creature, is converted 
into fo rich a dainty as cream? 

Ther. As well may our ſight penetrate the center of 
the globe, as philoſophy explain this, and many other 
ſuch ſecrets. The operations of nature, are nice and 
delicate, beyond ali parallel, and beyond all cancep- 
tion. Inſomuch, that the intelligent obſerver, can no 
where caſt his eye, or fix his thoughts, without being 
aſtoniſhed, tranſported, and even loſt in admiration. 

Aſp. Are not then the operations of nature, fo many 
vouchers for the myſterious truths of Chriſtianity ? Since 
the procedure of Providence in this viſible ſyſtem, is a 


the carth contains. To call this a very great multitude, would be 
faying little. Tt nonpluſſes our thoughts, and exceeds the utmoſt 
Kretch of imagination ! ; 
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continued ſeries of ſtupendous and unſearchable opera- 
tions; need we be alarmed, can we reaſonably be of- 
fended, if the ſcheme of redemption is equally ſtupen- 
dous, is far more amazing? Vet, though amazing, 
hope it will not appear, what you was pleaſed to inſi- 
nuate, irrational. us 

Suppoſe, we ſtate the ſignification of the tert; and 
adjuſt the boundaries of our ſubject, before we enter up- 
on a ſurvey of its contents? ; 

Ther. Such a caution would have prevented, at leaſt 
have ſhortened, many a vehement and tedious contro- 
verſy.—You ſee, on yonder heath, the preparations for 
an approaching race. There ſtand the %, which are 

to mark out the limits of the courſe. Without this pre- 
vious reſtrictive care, how irregular would be the ex- 
curſions of the contending ſeeds | How difficult, rather 

how impeſſible, to declare the conqueror, and award the 
prize !—A clear definition of terms, ſeems. equally ne- 
ceſſary for candid difputants. Without it, they may 
wrangle for ages, yet never come to a determination. 

Aſp. We were lately conlidering the tranſcendent 
excellency of the ſcriptures. Here we have a moſt ſtrik- 
ing and capital exemplification of the ſubject. The light 
<6 nature might teach us ſomewhat, relating to the juſ- 
tification of man in a ſtate of innocence. But it knows 
nothing of the method, whereby allen and guilty man, 
may be juſtified in the ſight of GO D. This is a ſe- 
cret, hid from all the reſearches of reaſon, and from 
all the ſages of antiquity. To the prophets and apo- 
ſtles alone, we owe the diſcovery of this mine—this 
rich and inexhauſtible mine, of holy conſolation and 
heavegly treaſure. 87 þ 

Ther. I wait for a ſpecimen of your treaſure, or a de- 
ſinition of your favourite point. TY | 

Aſp. Fuſiification is an act of GOD. Almighty's 
grace; whereby he acquits ſinners from their guilt, and 
. accounts themrighteous * ; for the ſake of CHRIS T's 


Should any reader object to the fefinition ; apprehending, that 
juſtification implies no more, than the pres of fins; I would. de- 
ire bim to ſuſpend his judgment, till he has peruſed Dlialague X. 
where this point is more circumſtantially conſide red. 


righ- 
EW. 
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righteouſneſs, wrought out for them, and imputed to 
them. 


Fier. Two of your terms want ſome farther explana- 
tion. What do you underſtand by ee 
teouſueſe, and what is the meaning of emput 
2 By CHRIST 's righreouſneſs I underitand, 
che whole of this ave and paſſive obedience ; ſpring- 
ing from the perfect holineſs of bis heart; continued 
XX through every ſtage of his life ; and extending to the 
very laſt pang of his death.—By the word imputed I 
would ſignify, That this righteouſneſs, though per- 
ſormed by our L-O RD, is placed to our account; is 
reckoned or adjudged by GOD as ot own. Info- 
much, that we may plead-it, and rely on it, for the pardon 
ot our ſins; tor the communication of grace; and for 
the enjoymont of life eternal.— Shall I illuſtrate my 
meaning by a well atteſted fact. | 
XX Ther. Nothing gives us ſo eaſy a conception of any 
difficult point, as this method: of explaining, by parai- 
Ell facts, or proper ſimilitudes. $6 
Ap. 1 don't fay the caſc is parallel. I only produce 
it, to aid our conceptions. : u know, was: 
Philemen's ſlave f. He had perfidiouſty deſerted. his 
malter*s ſervice, and ſtill more perfidiouſly Role his 
goods. The fugitive, in his Suity rambles, providen- 
tially meets with St. Paul. is charmed and capti- 
vated with that gracious goſpel, which proclaims mer- 
ey even for the vileſt of ſinnecs. He becomes a ſincere 
convert to the religion of IE SU 8, and is received in- 
to the ſpiritual patronage of the apoſtle. Who, being 
informed of his diſhoneit conduct, and obnoxious ſtute, 
undertakes to bring about a reconciliation, with his of- 
fended maſter 2d 
a letter to Philemon: and, amongſt other perſuaſives, 
writes thus in the poor criminal's behalf; I he hath 
wronged thee, or oweth thee aught, put that on mine ac- 
count... I Paul have written it with mine own hand; [ 
will repay it. . . 
That, which the zealous preacher of Chriſtianity 7 
Fred, the adored AUT H OR of Chriſtianity execut- 


| See the epiſtle to Philemon. 
* "I 


ed. 


patches him, for this purpoſe, with: - 
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ed. We had revolted from the LORD of all lords, 
and broke his holy commaudments. The SON of 
GOD, infinitely compaſſionate, vouchſafes to become 
our mediator. That nothing might be wanting, to ren- 
der his mediation ſucceſsful, he places himſelf in our 
ſtead. The puniſhment, which ave deſerved, he endures. 
The obedience, which we owed, he fulfils. —Both 
which, being imputed to us, and accepted for us, are 
the foundation of our pardon, are the procuring cauſe 
of our juſtification. 

Ther. Is this the exact ſignification of the original 
word, which we tranſlate imputed ? 

. * "Aſp. In the book of numbers, we meet with this 
phraſe ; and in ſuch a connection, as clears up its mean - 
mg.—_<JEHOVAH enacts a decree coneerning the 
Levites ; who had no vintages to gather, nor any har- 
veſt to reap; only the tythes of both, to receive. The 
tenth part of theſe their tythes, he dire&s them to pre- 
ſent, in the form of a heave-offering : adding, And this 
your heave-offering ſhall be reckoned * unto you, as though 
it were the corn of the threſhing-floor, and as the fulneſs of 
the qui ne- preſi : as ſatisfactory to me, and as beneficial to 
you, as if it was the tenth of your own labours, and 

the tythe of your own increaſe.—So, the expiatory ſuf- 


4a i. 
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* Numb. xvii. 27, 22199 exactly anſwers to St. PauPs Ni, 
Rom. iu. 9;— The ſame phraſe is uſed, and the ſame doctrine 


taught, ev. xvii. 3, 4. V hat man foever there be of the houſe of 
1lrael; 


killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat in the camp, by way of ſa- 


_ 4 4 2Þþ* « = «© os 


A + ERR for the purpoſe of atonement ; and bringeth it not anto the 
ile tabernacle of the congregation, to offer unto the LORD an 
4 >=. eferins before the tabernacle, the grand type of the body of CHRIST; 
e hall be imputed t9 that man ; be hath ſhed blood ; and that man 


* Hall be cut off from among his people. — Here was no murder com- 

mitted by the offender, yet the crime of murder is charged; or, as 

the ſcripture ſpeaks, blood is imputed to him. Leſt any ſhould miſ- 

take the meaning of this expreſſion, or not underſtand it in its due 

latitude, the Divine LAW-GIVER. is his own interpreter ; he hath 

in the eye of my juſtice ſbed blood : he ſhall paſs for a murderer, 

and be purdſhed as a murderer ; he ſhall be cut off from among 'his 

eople.— Thus alfo faith the eternal JUDGE, concerning the be- 

. in CHRIST ; The righteouſneſs of my SON is imputed to 

| * them ; they are in the eye of my juſtice righteous : they ſhall be 

= dealt with, as righteous perſons ; made partakers of the king- 
1 dom of heaven.” | 


EN ferings, 
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eerings, which CHRIST endured; the com- 
plete obedience, which he performed; are reckoned to 
true believers. As though the former were ſultained in 
their own perſons, and the latter fulfilled in their own. 
nes. Are akogether as efectual,* for obtaining their 
falvation, as if they were their own perſonal qualifi- 
cations. | | | | 0 
er. The imputation mentioned in your paſſage, is 
the imputation of ſomething done by the Levites them- 
ſelves, not of ſomething done by another. This, I ap- 
{ 4 prehend, is the true import of the word, when it oc- 
curs affirmatively in ſcripture. 
Af. This is akvays the import—ſhonld have been 
aid, in order to make the objection forcible. But you 
d 4 could not ſo ſoon forget the inſtance, juſt now alledged. 
St. Paul, ſpeaking of the crimes which Oneſius had 
committed; and of the injuries, which Philemon had 
WE ſuſtained; ſays, © Charge them all on me. The ori- 
„ ginal is, impute * them all to me. The meaning is, 
IF < F will be reſponſible for all. As much, as if the 
whole guilt had been of my own contracting f.“ 
Here is ſopaſed; not the imputation of fomething 
done by the apoltle 4imſe/f, but of another's criminal 
behaviour. | | | 
What is written in the law, and what is written in 
the goſpel? In both theſe places, how readeſt thou! 
In the goſpel, I read; that righteouſneſs is imputed 
without works. This utterly excludes every thing per- 
formed, or acquired, by the party himſelf. —Beſides ; 
we are aſſured, that GO D.ju/tifes the-ungodly 5 ; thoſe, 
who have nothing of their own, but abominable ini- 
quities, To thoſe, therefore, ſomething elſe muſt ne- 


43 


F EA u ι the very words uſed by the apoſtle, when ſtating 
= the method of our juſtification. 
* 7 Thus we may ſuppoſe our LORD ſpeaking ; *_ Theſe poor 
* linners have wrongetl Thee, O FATHER; by their unrighte- 
* ouſneſs and ungodlineſs. They owe Thee an inconceivably 
& * valt ſum, A debt of conſummate obedience, and complete ſa- 
= * tisfattion, Put it all on my account. I JESUS have written it 
= * with my own band : I will repay it. Now I give my bond; and, 
nun the fulneſs of time, Ls / I come, to fulfil my engagement. 
| I Rom. iv. 6. F Rom, iv. 5. | 


ceſlarily 


* 
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ceflarily be imputed, beſides their own perſonal deeds. 

Under the law, Aaron is commanded to put the i1:i- 
quities of {frael upon the ſcape - goat f.—The ſame ſen - 
timent is reinculcated, when the goat is ſaid to bear the 


;niquities of the people f. This was plainly an impu- © 
tation; yet, could not poſſibly be the imputation of 


any thing done by the devoted animal ||. — The ec. 
which took place upon the execution of this ordi- 
nance, indicate a tranſlation of t. For, the con- 
gregation was cleanſed, but the goat polluted. The 
congregation / cleanſed, that their iniquities were con- 
veyed away, and to be fonnd no mere. The goat % 
polluted, that it communicated defilement to the man, 
who conducted it into “ the land not inhabited. 
All this was GO D' s own appointment; and deſign- 
ed, like the whole ſyſtem of Maſaic ceremonies, to in- 
ſtruct his church in the knowledge of the great M E- 
DIAT OR. In the knowledge of that wonderful me- 
thod, whereby we have redemption from our ſins, and 
righteouſneſs unto life. 

Ther. If this is your meaning, Aſpaſio; I am apt to 
think it will be a difficult matter to make me a proſe- 

lyte. I muſt be content to paſs for one of the ſtiff- 
necked generation. Since, I can ſee neither wiſdom 
nor equity, in aſeribing to a perſon, what he has not; 
or imputing to him, he does not. 

Aſp. It was not Aſpaſio, but his friend, who ſet out 
with a view of making proſelytes. If I can maintain 
my ground, and vindicate my own belief, it will be no 
inconſiderable acquiſition.— However, I ſhall not deſ- 


+ Lev. xv. 21. Lev. xvi. 22. | 
The words of the ſacred ordinance are very emphatieal. Aaron 
Hall lay both his hands upon the bead of the live goat, and confeſs over 
him all the iniquities of the children of 1jrael, and all their tranſyre/- 


rons in all their fins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and ſhall 
72 him away by the 40 of a fit man into the wilderneſs. And the 


goat ſoall bear upon him all their iniguities, unto a land not inhabited, 
— Whatever ſenſe the men of learning and refinement may force 
upon theſe words. Aaron ſball put all their Iranſereſſons npon the 
head of the goat ; the goat ſhall bear upon him all their iniquities ; I 
think the common people of Iirael could ind no other meaning in 
them, than ſuch as denoted a transferring of guilt, from the con- 
gregation to their victim. And this is imputation. 
| pair 
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0 pair of ſeeing the partner of my heart, become a ſhar- 
&r of my faith. When we are convinced of our num 
Sr fins; when we feel the depravity of our nature; 


T i 


and begin to diſcern the inconceivable ſanctity of our 
XX UDGE; rurx, perhaps, this exploded article may 


be found worthy of acceptance —its conſtitution admir- 
"4, as the wiſdom of GO De and its privilege covet- 
ed, as the conſolation of our ſouls. = 

Z Ther. I ſhall wave at preſent, an examination of each 


particular; and only make ſome remote obſervations. 

Which ſeem, nevertheleſs, pretty nearly to affect your 
ſcheme.—Sbme perſons, I dare be poſitive, have not 
o much as hetrd of your terms; many and more have 
not the leaſt acquaintance with your doctrine. Will 
vou ſtrike off all theſe from the liſt of Chriſtians ? Will 
vou condemn all theſe as deſperate infidels ? 

. Not heard of them!—In a Proteſtant nation 
Where the goſpel is publicly preached, and the Bible 
In every one's hand i— This, if true, is much to be la- 
nmented. | "A. | 
In anſwer to your queſtion—it is not my cuſtom, 
much leſs is it my prerogative, to condemy others. Has 
60D committed all judgment unto me? That I ſhould 
preſume to anticipate: the decifive ſentence, or launch 
che thunderbolts of eternal vengeance?—Neither do I 
affirm the condition of ſuch perſons to be deſperate... 
There may be thoſe, who have no explicit knowledge of 
che doctrine; who are even prejudiced againſt the ex- 
preſſions; yet live under the belief of the truth, and in 
ce exerciſe of the duty.— They are never diverted, 
by the ſplendor. of any thing that is great, or by the 
cConceit of any thing that is good in them, from look- 
ing upon themſelves as /n// duit and aſhes.“ Their 
hole dependence is upon that UST ONE, who 
expired on the eroſs, and whom the heavens have re- 
eived. They ſeek the ſanctifying SPIRIT, in con- 
equence of their SAVIOUR's death; and give alk 
tihgence, to add to their faith virtue“. | 
== 7%er. If people may be ſafe, and their eternal inte- 
1 ults ſecure, without any knowledge of theſe particu» 
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larities; why ſhould you offer to puzzle their heads, a- 
bout a few unneceflary /cholaftic terms? 
Aſp. Seriptural terms, you ſhould have ſaid, The- 
ron. However, we are not very ſolicitous, as to the 
. credit, or the aſe, of any particular ſet of phrafes. On- 
ly let men be humbled, as convifed criminals, at the 
REDEEMER's feet: let them rety, as devoted pen- 
ſroners, on his precious merits: and they are undoubt- 
edly in the way to a bliſsful immortality. —Yet, will 
their way be leſs clear, their ſteps more embarraſſed, 
by not diſtinctly underſtanding the benign and conſo- 
latory doctrine, of fee juſtification through the righteonſ= 
neſs of JESUS CHRIST. A proper information, 
as to this important point, would ſhed light upon their 
paths, and encourage them in their journey; would fur- 
ther their progreſs in holineſs, and increaſe their joy in 
the LORD. . 
Ther. The followers of your opinion, I have obſerv- 
ed, are perpetually dwelling upon this one favonrite to- 
pic; to the excluſion of that grand and truly eſſentiak 
art of Chriſtianity, ſanctification. 

Aſp. If you have ever taken notice of ſuch a conduct, 
you are unqueſtionably right, in with-holding your ap- 
probation. It is a manifeſt incongruity, and deferves 
your cenſure, But, aſſure yourſelf, it proceeds from a 
miſapprehenſion in the perſons, and has no connection 
with the nature of the doctrine. 

I am far, very far from reducing the various parts 

of Chriſtianity (which, when connected, make up to 
well-proportioned a ſyſtem) ro this #nple, however diſ- 
tinguiſhed branch. Sanctification is equally neceſſary, 
both to our preſent peace, and to our final felicity *. 
Indeed, they are as reciprocally neceffary for the pur- 
poſes of intellectual and eternal happineſs, as the heart 
and the ſungs are to the ſubfiltence of the animal eco- 
nomy. The former muſt tranſinit, the latter muſt re- 
fine, the vital fluid, or elſe diſeaſe will take place, and 
death will enſue. My intention is, that thoſe fanda- 


Not to chain our peace and felicity. This is done ſolely and 
completely by JESUS CHRIST. But as a neceſſary and eminent 
ingredient in both, . 
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mental truths of the goſpel, like theſe * in 


J the body, may have each its proper office athgned 


VE each concur to ſupport the better health, and to pro- 
mate the ſpiritual growth of the Chriſtian, 


Ther. Other your zealous folks I have known, 


RE ho are all for the jandtifing influence of the SPIRIT, 
XZ and reckon this affiance on the SAVIOUR's merits 


among the beggarly elements of religion. They ſcarce 
ever mention what CHRIST has done for us, but in- 
ſiſt wholly upon what he does in u.. When the reli- 
gious people are ſo divided among themſelves *, how 


wil can a ſtranger act? Which opinion ſhall be prefer? 


Aſp... Let him not prefer, but affociate. Diſcard 


1 neither, but chuſe both. — If the all gracious RE- 


DEEMER has poured out his blood on the croſs, 
that my guilt may be expiated, and preſents his inter- 
ceſſion in heaven, that I may be endued with the SPI- 
RIT ;—if he will be the zreritorious cauſe of my jultifi« 
cation, and the operative principle of my ſanctification; 
hy ſhould I ſeruple to receive him in either, in 
both capacities? Who would lop off the right hand, in 
order to impart the higher dignity, or the greater im- 
portance to the left? I would be no partialiſt in Chriſ- 
tianity z neither diminiſh her dowry, nor mutilate her 
privileges. : 
Ther. You ſeem, if not to mutilate, yet to hit the 
merits of CHRIST, and parcel out the efficacy of his 
mediatorial undertaking aſeribing ſo much to his ac- 
tive, and ſo much to his paſſive righteouſneſs, pardon 
to this, and life to that. | 
Aſp. Some perhaps may be pleaſed with this way of 
ſtating the matter. But it is a method, which 1 nei- 


* Theron's inquiry concerning theſe twa particulars, is ſome- 
times made an objection againſt al religion. Have the gentlemen, 
who adopt this objection, never ſeen the naturaliſts divided in their 
judgment; with relation to the deſign and uſe of ſeveral 'apipear- 
ances in the material, the vegetable, the animal creation? 
While one decries as a nuiſance, what another admires as a beauty. 
— Yet no one, I believe, ever took it into his head, from ſuch a 
diverſity of opinions, to daubt whether the frame of nature is a juſt, 
a regular, and a finiſhed ſyſtem : or to deny, That power, wiſdom, 
aud goodneſs, ſupport, direct, and pervade the whole, 


; "oh 


completeſt honour to GO D's holy 


heat of yonder ſun unite their operation to produce 


menced at his incarnation, was carried on through his 


and the foundation of my hopes 


L un this opinion, Aſpaſio Ha Milton's archangel for his prece- 
dent, Ap ſpeak ing of his LORD and our LORD, 8 : 


Procloiming life to all who _— believe 
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ther attempt to defend, nor wiſh to imitate.— To 4;/- 
linguiſſ between the active and paſſive righteouſneſs, 1 | 
think, is not amils, becauſe this ſets the fulneſs of our 
LORD's' merit in the cleareſt i, A and gives the 
aw. But to divide 
them into detached portions, independent on each 
other, ſeems to be fanciful, rather than judicious : ſor, 
had either part of the mediatorial, obedience been want- 
ing, I apprehend, neither pardon, nor acceptance, nor 
any ſpiritual bleſſing, could have been vouchſafed to 
fallen. man. 
The two parts are inſeparable, making in their con- 
nection, a neceſſary and noble whale, for the accorn- 
pliſhment of our ſalvation; juſt as the light and the 


this delightful day, and this fruitful weather. —Howe- 
ver, therefore, I may happen to expreſs myſelf, I ne- 
ver conſider the active or the paſſive righteouſneſs in 
the exclu/ive ſenſe, but would always have them under- 
Rood as a grand and glorious aggregate, looking upon 
our SAVIOU R's univerſal obedience, which com- 


life, and terminated in his death ;—looking upon all 
this, in its collective form, as the object of my faith, 


Ther. I think, you lay too much ſtreſs. upon this 
controverted, and e merely ſpeculative point. 


The law of GOD 32 he ſhall fulfil, | 
Both by obedience and by love, thaug h love . 
Aline 1 the lau ; thy puniſhment ; 
He ſhall endure, by coming in the fleſſ 
Tv a reproachful liſe and curſed death; 


In his TAS OY | | Book. XII. 402. 
According to the tenour of theſe very 2 lines, our LORD's 
fulfilling the law, and enduring the puniſhmgst; are the concurring 


cauſes, or the one compound cauſe, of life and 9 to ſin- 
ners. | | 
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Aſo. Merely ſpeculative! Say not thus, my dear 

3 How I may be juſtified before GO D, my 
„ maker, my governor, and my judge?“ is, of all in- 
XX quiries, the molt intereſting and important. It is the 
main hinge, on which every inſtance of practical reli- 
gion turns. True comfort, willing obediepce, holy 
communion with the Divine MAJESTY, all depend 
upon this capital point, _ 

Far from being a merely ſpeculative point, it aſcribes 
= the moſt undivided glory to the ever-blefied G OD, 
XX and his free grace.—lIt adminiſters the moſt ſerene and 

= ſubſtantial ſatisfactions to trail, but believing man. —lt 
cherithes, with the moſt kindly influence, that pure and 
undefiled religion, which has its ſeat in the heart, has 
its birth from love, and is a real antepaſt both of the 
buſineſs and the bliſs of ſaints in light. yh 

In ſhort,. juſtification through the righteouſneſs of 
22 CHRIST is an article of religion, whoſe 

nefits are (to uſe a charming ſimile ſuggeſted by this 
rural proſpect) numerous as the bud of the field +.—— 
Can we then lay too much ſtreſs upon a doctrine, fo 
greatly momentous ; upon a privilege, ſo extenſively 
beneficial ? © AF ab | a 

Der. When all this is proved, then for my reply, 
Aſpaſio. Nay, then you ſhall have more than a reply; 
I promiſe you my cordial afſent. - -  _ 
. Aſp. And, if allthis be incapable of proof, J aſſure 
ou, Theron, I will not ſolicit: your aſſent. Nay more, 
I will revoke and renounce my 9wrn. 


_ Ther. At preſent, I believe, we muſt go in, and pre- 
pare for our viſitants. Some other interview may af- 
ford us leiſure to canvaſs this queſtion more minutely. 


* Diffundit fe, ſays the judicious Witſius, Juſtificationis, dofirina 
per tetum 'theologie cur pus; & prout fundamenta bic, vel bene, ve! 
mala, jatha ſunt, eo uni verſum ædiſicium vel ſolidius anguſtiuſgue 
aſcendit, vel male ſtatumi natum fædam minitatur ruinam. De Oecon. 

* The article of free juſtification, ſays the zealous Luther, is the 
© chiefeſt article of all chriſtian doctrine. The majeſty and utilit 
* whereof, whoſo rightly eſteemeth, to him all other things ſhall 
* ſcem but vile, and nothing worth,” Comment. on Galat. 


| + Ezck, xvi. 7. 
Vor. I. . Aſp. 


— 


50 THERON aw» ASPASTO. Dial. 2. 


A. Though I have never much inclination, even 
when there is the moſt leiſure, for controverſy ; yet, if 
you infiſt upon it, I ſhall not abſolutely refuſe to en- 
gage in a debate with my Theron; becauſe he will 
come to the amicable rencounter, without bringing an- 
.gry paſſions for his ſecond. —My reaſons will be impar- 
-tially weighed, not artfully eluded, much leſs anſwered 
with invective.— If ſome inadvertent expreſſion ſhould 
Arop from my lips; he will not rigorouſly proſecute 
the ſlip, nor aggravate an unguarded ſentence into the 
.crime of hereſy.——Candour will form his judgment, 
and good-nature diftate his expreſſions. | 
Ther. I thank you, my dear Aſpaſio, for your gen- 
.tee] admonition, What I am, in the language of com- 
plaiſance, means what I ould be —Well : I will en- 
deavour to take your hint, and check this my impetuo- 


Saf -fity of ſpirit. "I have admired, O! that I could imi- 


tate, the beautiful example. of St. Paul. When Feſtus, 
Forgetting the dignity of the governor, and the polite- 
neſs of the gentleman; uttered that indecent reflection, 
Paul, thou art befide thyſelf: much learning doth make 
thee mad. Did the great preacher of Chriſtianity kin 
dle into reſentnent— The charge was unjuſt and abu, 
Five. | But the apoſtle, with a perfect command of him- 
felf, returned the ſofteſt, yet the moſt fpirited anſwer 
imaginable ; J am not wT | moſt noble Feſtus, but ſpeak 
ehe word: of truth and ſoberneſ; . Inexpreſſibly grace- 
ful was this calm and obliging reply: Though ſhort, 
infinitely more convincing than a whole torrent of bit- 


» Sce Acts xxvi. Where we have an apology, the moſt delicate 
and maſterly perhaps that ever was made-; eminent for fine addrefs, 
clear reaſoning, and important truth; which, notwithſtanding all 
theſe very ſuperior recommendations, is deemed madneſs, and that 
by a nobleman from Rome, the ſeat of ſcience, and fountain head 
of polite literature; —an evidence this, no Jeſs demonſtrative than 
deplorable, of the apoſtle's aſſertion, The natural man, however in- 
genious or accompliſhed, recei veih not the things of the SPIRIT of 
G OD. Nay, they ore fooliſbneſs unte kim. The Roman virtue, and 
the Athenian philoſophy; the Jelf-admiring Phariſee, and the free- 
thinking Sadducee; all concur to pour contempt upon that perſon 
and that righteouſneſs, which are the one adequate object of the di- 
vine delight, Therefore our LOR D molt juſtly declared, Bid 
as be, whoſoever fall not be offended in me. F 
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ter or recriminating words, It diſarmed the judge of 
his riſing diſpleaſure ; it eoneiliated the favour of his- 


BE royal aſſeſſor, and brought honour to the Chriſtian- 
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This amiable ſelf-regimen, and moderation of tem- 
per, I ſhall be ſure. to ſee exemplified in my friend's 
converſation, however I may fail of it myſelf, or be 
proof againſt all his arguments. | | 

Aſp. Ahl Theron, we want no monitor to remind 


us of our ſuppoſed. excellencies: And, if you begin 
with your compliments, it is time to put an end to our 
diſcourſe- 


Only let me juſt obſerve, that divine truths cannot 
be properly diſcerned but by the enlightening influen- 
ces of the Divine SPIRIT. We mult addreſs our- 
ſelves to this inquiry, not only with unprejudiced: 
minds, but likewiſe with praying hearts. We mult- 
bring to this diſpute, not barely the quiver of logic, 
but that union from the HOLY ONE, which may: 
teach us all things *. Let us then adopt the poet's - 
aſpiration :. 1 | 

— Thou. celeſtial Light, 

Shine inward, and the mind thro all her pow'rs 


Trradiate ; there plant eyes ; all mift from thence 
Purge and diſperſe ! | Mirr. B. III. 51. 


n — a — —y— — 
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Ther. E are now, Aſpaſio, about two miles diC- 
| tant fromimy houſe. The horſe- road lies 
through a narrow duſty lane. The feot-path leads 
along a ſpacious pleaſant meadow. Suppoſe we deliver 
our horſes to the ſervant, and walk the remainder of” 

the way? | | | 

Aſp. You could not make a propoſal more agreeable- 
to my inclination ; . eſpecially as the air is become cool, 
and the walk is ſo inviting. x | 


John ii, 20, 27 
E.2 What 
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What a magnificent and charming ſcene ?—Hills on 
either ſide, gently riſing, and widely «<p, Their 
ſummits, crowned with ſcattered villages, and cluſter- 
ing trees. Their flopes, divided into a beauteous che- 
quer-work, conſiſting partly of tillage, with its waving 
crops, partly of paſturage, with its grazing herds.— 
Before us, the trefoil, the clover, and a variety of 
graſſy plants, differently bladed, and differently branch- 
ed, weave themſelves into a carpet of living green. Can 
any of the manufactures formed in the looms, or extend- 
ed in the palaces of Perſia, vie with the covering of 
this ample area? vie with it in grandeur of ſize, or de- 
licacy of decoration ? N . 

What a profuſion of the gayeſt flowers, fringing the 
banks, and embroidering the plain Nothing can be 
brighter than the luſtre of thoſe filver daiftes ; nothing 
dreper than the tinge of thoſe Rm crowſoots. - Vet, 
both ſeem to acquire additional livelineſs, by ſucceed- 
ing to the deformity of winter, and by flouriſhing 
amidſt the freſheſt verdure. 

Ther. Nature is truly in her prime. Thie vegetable 
tribes. are putting on their richeſt attire. - - Thoſe cheſ- 
nuts on our right hand begin to rear their flowerin 
pyramids ; thoſe willows on our left are tipt with tat- 
1els of grey; while yonder poplars, which overlook the 
river, and ſeem to command the meadows, are pointed 
with rolls of ſilver. 

The hawthorn, in every Hedge, is partly turgid with 
ſilken gems, partly diffuſed into a milk-white bloom. 
Not a ſtraggling furze, nor a ſolitary thicket on the 
heath, but wears a rural noſegay. Even amidſt that 
neglected dike, the arum “ riſes in humble ſtate, moſt 
curiouſly ſhrouded in her leafy tabernacle, and ſur- 
rounded with luxuriant families, each diſtinguiſhed 1 
a peculiar livery of green. Look where- ever we will, 


* Arim—a wild herb, which unfolds but one leaf, formed after 

a very ſingular pattern, bearing ſome reſemblace to the hare's ear. 
It is really one of the prettieſt fancies in nature's wardrobe ; ſo 
much admired by the country-people, that they have dignified it 
with the appellation of /ords and ladies, becauſe it looks, I tuppoſe, 
ſomewhat like a perſon of quality, fitting with an air of caſe and 
digaity in his open dan. 
| all 
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al is a delightful diſplay of preſent fertility, and a joy- 
WT ous pledge of future plenty.—Now we experience what 
BS the royal poet in very delicate imagery deſcribes : The 
= winter is paſt ; the rain is over and gone. The flowers” 
RE appear on the earth ; the time of the fiuging of birds is 
cane; and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. The 
A fig-tree putteth forth her green figs and the vine with the 
bender grapes give a good ſmell *. MERE, 
5 Aſp. Your quotation and the ſcene remind me of a 
remark, which ſhould have taken place in our laſt 
RE night's diſcourſe. When we were-enumerating the ex- 
XX ccllencies of the ſacred writings, methinks we mighr 
Have added ;—Are you fond of paſtoral in all its flow- 
ery graces, and blooming : honours ? Never have ye 
ſeen ſuch exquiſite touches of rural painting, or ſuch” 
ſweet images of endeared affection, as in the Song of 
Sangs which is S:lomon's, All the brilliant and amiable 
appearances in nature are employed, to delineate the 
tenderneſs of i; heart, who is love tſelf—to pourtray 
the beauty of Hi perſon, who is the chieſeſſ among ten 
thouſand —and deſcribe the happineſs of thoſe Pals, 
whoſe fellowſhip is evith the FA THE Ry. and with hi;\ 
Sen FESUS CHRIST}. © 
See! Theron, what the cheering warmth, and the 
genial ſhowers: of ſpring have done]! The rough tree 
ſoſtens into verdure. The ragged thorn is robed with 
beauty. Even the uncultivated lanes teem with her- 
bage. Such a change, ſo pleaſing. and fo ennobling, - 
the goſpel of CHRIST introduces into the ſoul.— - 
Not a day, ſcarce an hour paſſes, but this ſeaſon of 
univerſal tecundity produces ſomething nau; ſomething - 
that improves the aſpect, and increaſes the riches of 
nature. And.is there any ſtate or any circumſtance of 
life, in which the faith of CHRIST does not exert a. 
imilar efficacy? does not purify the heart, and bring. 
torth fruit unto GOD ?. | 
This is ſuppoſed to be the ſpiritual meaning of that 
fine deſcriptive picture , which you - have. borrowed 1 
4695 from 


® Cant. ii. 11, 12, 13. ＋ 1 John i. 3. 
A fine picture indeed! Moſt judiciouſly planned, moſt ſtrong- 
by contraſted, and executed in the moſt maſterly manner, As it is 
b E 3 Pioduced 


7 


* 
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from the Canticles. It diſplays the benign agency of 
Tace and its doctrines; eſpecially, of our LORD*s 
Faiafadtion for ſin, and of his righteouſneſs imputed to 
ſmhers. The bleflings operate, with much the fame 
_ favourable and happy energy, both on our morals and 
our comforts; as the ue t infyernces of the vernal ſun 
operate, on the ſprouting herbs, and opening flowers. 
Ther. If ſuch were the effects of your doctrine, it 
would. ſtand the fairer chance for general acceptation.— 
But there are ſeveral weighty ſcruples to be removed, 
before perſons of a liberal and enlarged way of think-- 
ing, can acquieſee in your opinion. Who, fer inſtance, 
can perſuade himſelf, that what you call he /atisfatior: 
of CHRIST, is conſiſtent with the dictates of reaſon, 
or with the perfections of the DEITY ? | 
Aſp. Let gentlemen 5. candid in their inquiries, and 
truly liberal in their way of thinking; then, I flatter. 


produced to view, Iwill deg leave to point out ſome of the highly- 
finiſhed ſtrokes. ; 
The winter is paſt, with all its howling winds, and piercing froſts. 


— The reins are over, which deluged the meadows, and the chouds- 


are gone, which darkened the · ſkies. —AI1 is ſerenity and fplendour 
above; while all is gaicty and beauty below. 
Flowers, of every graceful form, and every gloſſy ſtain, appear 
on the earth ;* e the bills and plains, embroidering the 
robe of nh and diffuling ſmiles over all the face of nature. 


The time of ſinging-of birds is came. I he woodland choirs awake. 


Every green bough, and every blooming ſpray, reſounds with har- 
mony. From all quarters, the ear is charmed with artleſs ſtrains, 


which are at once the perfection of muſic, and the very language of 


W .. 


yard, the ſilken gems burſt, and the infant cluſters appear. They 
breathe balm on the gentle gales, and perfome the ſoft delicious 
air. In every garden and every grove, the flowery caſkets are un- 
locked. They diffuſe far and near thoſe exquiſite odours, which 
regale the ſmell, and © rejoice the heart.” L 

The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs ; forms the embryo fruit, 
and excites the agrecable idea of approaching plenty,” adding, to all 
the entertainments of the eye and the ear, the more pleaſing, be- 
cauſe the more important, ſupports of life and health. ? 

Here then the moſt diſtinguiſhing and delicate circumſtances are 
ſelected; whatever moſt eminently and moſt amiably characteriſes 
the ſeaſon, All is heightened by a retroſpect on winter and its hor- 
rors, from which we are delivered. All is endeared by a proſpect 
of autumnal delights, for which preparation is making. 


myſelf, 


Y. * 
The vine, with the tender grapes, give a good nell. Th the vine- 
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wyſelf, theſe ſcruples may be removed, without much 


l v4 difficulty. wm 


GOD, the Almighty Creator, and ſupreme Gover- 


nor of the world, having made man, gave him a law; 


wich a penalty annexed, in caſe of diſobedience, —Fhis 
& cacred la our fore- father Adam preſumptuouſly broke; 
and we, his poſterity, were ir»ofved in his guilt. Or, 
ET ſhould that porat be controverted, we have undeniably . 
made, by many perſonal tranſgreſſions, his apoſtacy 


eur own.—Inſomuch, that all have finned ; have for- 


ſeited their happineſs, and are become obnoxious to 


KT puniſhment. 


Man being thus ruined, none could recover him, ex- 
cept his injured MAKER. But ſhall he be recover- 
ed, ſhall he be reſtored, without ſuffering the puniſh- 
ment due to his crime, and threatened by his CR EA-- 
TO R?—What then will become of the 7/ice of the 
Divine LAWGIVER? And how ſhall the honour 
of his holy law be maintained? At this rate who would 
reverence its authority, or fear to violate its pre- 
cepts: Sinners might be emboldened to multiply their 
tranſgreſſions; and tempted to think, that the GOD 
of immaculate holineſs, the GO D of unchangeable 
veracity, is altogether ſuch an One as themſeloes *, 

Does it not appear needful, that me expedient be 
deviſed, in order to prevent theſe. diſhonourable and 
horrid conſequences? | | 
Ther. Proceed to inform us, what the expedient is. 
Aſp. To aſcertain the dignity of the ſupreme admi- 
niſtration, yet reſcue mankind from utter deſtruction, . 
this admirable purpoſe was formed, and in the fulneſs 
of time executed. U he ſecond perſon of the ever · bleſ- 
ied TRINITY unites the human nature to the di- 
vine; /ubmits himſelf to the obligations of his people; 
and becomes reſponſible for albltheir guiir. In this capa- 
city, he performs a perſect obedience, and undergoes 
the ſentence of death: makes a full expiativa. of their 


P This was actually the caſe, as we are informed by the 
SEARCHER of hearts, when on a particular occaſion puniſhment 
was only retarded. How much more would ſuch impious opinions 
have prevailed, if on this grand act of diſobedience puniſhment 
lad been entirely forborne ? Pal. I. 21. 


ſins, 


55 

ſans, and eſtabliſhes their title to life.— By which means, 
the law is ſatisfied ; juſtice is magnified; and the richeſt 
grace exerciſed... Man enjoys a great ſalvation, not to 


the diſcredit of any, but to the unſpeakable glory of a//, 


the divine attributes. 


This is what we mean by CHRIS T's ſatisfac-- 


tion. And this, I ſhould imagine, wants no recom- 


mendation to our wnprejudiced reaſon; as, I am ſure, 


it is moſt delightfully accommodated to our diftre//:d 
condition. It is alſo confirmed by many expreſs paſſa - 
ges of ſcripture, and illuſtrated by a variety of very 
f | 


gnificaut images. 


Ther. Pray let me. be favoured with ſome of your 


ſcriptural images. After which, we may inquire, whe- 
ther your doctrine will ſtand the teſt of reaſon. 


hp. What is your notion-of a ranſom ? 
her. 


To ranſom 1s to redeem any one from capti- 


vity or miſery, by purchaſe, by exchange, or ſome o- 

ther valuable conſideration... | 

A. When Priam ranſomed the dead body of Hec- 

tor from the victorious Achilles, how was it done ? 
Ther. By paying a price. Thus Fabius recovered 

the captives, which were taken by Hannibal. He tranſ- 


mitted the ſum required, and they were diſcharged from 


their confinement,” 
þ. Such is the redemption procured for ſinners by 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST. _ Of ſuch a na- 


ture, (though.incomparably more 6 and auguſt in 


all its circumſtances) and expreſſed by the very ſame 
word f. The San of, Man came, not to be miniſtered un- 
to, but to miniſter ; and to give his life a ranſom for many. 


CHRIST 


225 ener rige ce, 
an infinizcly rich price. Hyper bolical this, as applied by Homer; 
firiftly true, when referred to CHRIST. - G 

FT. Alper avoxulgow arc uſed in this preciſe ſignification by the 
moſt approved authors of Greece. At. Tx Ae E Tw A 
Cz, % rug aiyuargls; h ẽůe, fays Plutarch. O war Ts a 
be nabs Yuv THY Worn. avs Rigo Ii TOAAD?Y, ſays our 
blefſed SAVIOUR, Matt. xx. 28.—AT22vguct Taruvliwy writ, 

is the language of Demoſihencs, — Ex e * 
| | ©, "wy 


PHERON-awv ASPASIO7 Dial. 3. 


. 


— 


| | 
Dal. z. THERON an» ASPASIO. 87 
CHRIST alſo paid a price—a real price -a moſt 
WLatisfactory price. In conſideration of which, our freedom 
om death, from hell, from every penal evil is grant- 
a. 2 are redeemed “, fays the apoſtle, not awith cor- - 
4 U uptible things, filver and gold, but with the precions blood 
#7 CHRIST.—Let me add one text more; which, in 
e ſame ſtyle of commutative juſtice, afferts the fame 
truth. CHRIST har redeemed Ur +, not by way of 
Mentreaty, but by paying a redemption- price. He hath 
vought, not begged Us off, ſrem the curſe of the law. — 
es, my friend, | | 
, 5 The ranſom was paid Jonun. The fund of bead n, 
= HQ#cav'r's inexhauſtible exhauſted fund, 
= Amazing and amaz'd, pour'd forth the price, 
All price beyend. Though curious to compute, 
Archaneels fail'd to caſt the mighty ſum Þ. 


Ther. Hold a little, good Aſpaſio. Conſider the 
conſequence of what you maintain. If there was a 
ranſom in the caſe, to 1vhorm was it paid ?—The devil 
had led ſinners captive. They are ſaid to be the flaves 
of Satan. And ſhall the Bleſſed JESUS pay his life 
to that accurſed fiend! Shocking to imagine !—Yet, 
ſhocking as it is, it muſt follow from your own, and 
your poet's aſſertion. | | 

. You miſapprehend the caſe, Theron. The ran- 
ſom was paid to GOD. Thou ha/t redeemed Us to GOD ||, 
is the coufeſſion of the ſaints in light. He is the great 


Naar ru aluarO au, are the words of St. Paul, Eph. i. 7.— 
To.eftabÞ-ſo this important point, and to familicr ſe the comfortable 
idea to our minds, the ſacred writers abound in this phraſeology. 
2 i. 68. ii. 38. xxiv. 21. — Rom. ili. 24.— Tit. it. 14.— 
eb. ix. 12, & | 
* Pet. i. 18. We have an equivalent expreſſion, uſed in the 
ſome ſigniſication, by one of the correcteſt writers in the world; 


El fratrem Pollux alterna morte redemit, V1 40. | 


T Gal. iti, 13. EZnſopwrow—We are faid to be bought, t Cor. 
Ji. 29.5 not in a metaphorical ſenſe, but really and properly: for 
here the price is mentioned in general; by St. Peter the price is par- 
ticularly ſpecified, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 

{ Nighi- Thoughts, N. IV. {| Rev. v. 9. 


Laws-giver, 
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Law-giver, againſt whom our ſins are committed t. He 
is the great houſholder, to whom the debt is due ||. Sa- 
tisfaction therefore, was made to the divine /aw, and 
to the divine juſtice. The one of which was offended ; 
the other violated ; and both concurred to denovnce the 
tranſgrefſor's doom. —Of which doom Satan was only 

he T-ftined executioner. Whoſe malignity, and im- 

lacable rage, GOD is pleaſed to make the inſtru- 
ment of infſicting his vengeance. As he formerly uſed 


the idolatrous kings of Alfyria and-Babylon, to chaſtiſ. 


the diſobedient Iſraelites. 


When we were without firength *, utterly ruined, yet 
abſolutely helpleſs—when none, in heaven or earth, 
could afford Us any ſuccour then our LORD IE- 
SUS CHRIST moſt graciouſly and moſt ſeaſona- 
bly mterpoſed. He /aid, as it is very emphatically re- 
preſented by Elihu ; Deliver them from going down. into 
the pit ; I have found a ranſam f. He did what is very 
beautifully deſeribed by our Engliſh claſſic; 


— So man, as is moſt juſt, 
Shall ſatisfy for man, be judg'd, and die; 
And dhing riſe, and riſing with him raiſe 
His brethren, ranſom'd with his own dear life 9. 


Ther. But pray, do not you allow, that CHRIST 
is truly and properly GOD* | 

Aſp. We not only allow it, but we infiſt upon it, and 

make our boaſt of it. This is the very foundation of 


- bis merit, and the ſupport of.car hope. 


1 


Ther. This may aggrandize the merit of CHRIS T, 
Fo difficulty of your taſæ. For, ac-- 


but it will increaſe t 
cording to this opinion, CHRIST muſt make ſatis- 


faction to himſelf; And is not this a- practice quite un - 


precedented? A notion perfectly abſurd? 


0 455 It is quite unprecedented, you ſay.— On this 
point, 


1 ſhall not vehemently contend. Only let me 


mention one inſtance. Zaleucus, you know, the prince 


of the Locrians, made a decree, That whoever was 


1 Pfl. l. . I tt. il. 23, 24. Rom. v. 6. 
- F Job, axxiii.-24. A2 Milt. B. III. 254. 
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convicted of adultery, ſnhould be puniſhed with the loſs 
of both his eyes. Soon after this eſtabliſhment, the le- 


== -iflator's own ſon was apprehended in the very fact, and 
BY Prought to a public trial. —How could the father pro- 
ceed, in ſo tender and delicate a conjuncture Should 
he execute the law, in all its rigour? This would be 
TE worſe than death to the unhappy youth.—Should he 


pardon ſo notorious a delinquent? This would defeat 
the defign of his ſalutary inſtitution. To avoid both 


1 theſe inconveniencies, he ordered one of his own eyes 
to be pulled out, and one of his ſon's. By which 
means, the rights of juſtice were preſerved inviolate ; 


yet the tenderneſs of a parent was remarkably indulged. 
And may we not venture to ſay, that, in this caſe, Za- 
leucus both received and made the ſatisfaction.— Re- 
ceived it, as a magiſtrate; even while he made it as a fa- 


ther. | 


Ther. I cannot ſee, how this ſuffering of the father, 
was, in any degree, ſatisfadory to the law; ſince the fa 
ther and the ſon could not be conſidered, as one and 
the /ame perſon. It may paſs for an extraordinary in- 
ſtance of parental indulgence. It may ſtrike the bene- 
volent and compaſhonate hearer. But, if tried at the bar 
of equity and reaſon, it will hardly be admitted as any 
legal ſatisfaction. Tt will probably be condemned, as a 
breach of nature's firſt and fundamental law, ſelf- pre- 
ſervation. _- Shy 
_ Aſp. Your objection, I muſt” confeſs, has weight. 
It will oblige me to give up my illuſtration, ——Neverthe- 
leſs, what my friend urges againſt the propriety of the 
compariſon, tends to cab the certainty of che doc- 
trine. For, CHRIST and his people are actually 
conſidered, as one and the ſame perſon. They are one 
myſtical ody: He the head, they the members: ſo in- 
timately united to Him, that they are bane of his bone, 
and ebb of bis fofb*— e of which union, thei 
ſins were puniſhed in him; and by his ftripes they are 
healed}, they obtain impunity and life. | 
ough there may be nothing, in the procedure of 


Thou 
men, w ich bears any reſemblance to this miracle of 


Eph. v. zo. _F Ifai, Iiii. 5, mall 4 
neavenly 


x 
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heavenly goodneſs; it receives a ſufficient confirmation 


from the language of ſcripture. He, who wrote as an 


amanuenſis to the unerring SPIRIT, has declared, 


out a precedent, and without a parallel | 
Difficulties, I own, may attend the explication 


this article, or be/ interwoven with its conſequences. * 
But ſince our apprehenſions of heavenly things, eſpecial- 


ly of the adorable TRINITY; are fo obſcure and 
inadequate, we may very eaſily miſtake ; and fancy that 
to be abſurd, which is only great, wonderful, and in- 
comprehenſible . Nor let me be thought preſumptu- 


ous, if I venture to add, that it will be impoſſible, for 


all the ſagacity in the world, to prove this doctrine a7 


abſurdity, though it ſhould ever remain an inexplicable | 
myſtery.— How many phenomena in the works of ex- 


| 42 Cor. v. 19. Col. i. 20. | 


{ Fepcy, in the perſon of Horace, ſaid of Jupiter and his fabu- 
lous exploits, | 


Gai vibil viget Smile at ſecundum. 


Much more will Reaſen, in the character of a believer, fay the ſame 
of JFEHOVAH, and his marvellous grace. | 

* The unparalleled, nay the 3 ile nature of this great 
tranſaction, is no objection to its truth and reality. This is rather 
a-circumſtance, which perfectly agrees with the teſtimony of the in · 
ſpired writers, and affords, in my opinion, an unanſwerable argu- 
ment for the divine origin of Chriſtianity. f 
It agrees with the tefimony of the inſpired writers, who call the 
work of our redemption not only wiſe, but wiſdom itſelf ! the wiſ- 
dom of GOD! his wiſdom in a myſtery { even his hidden wiſdom | 
or that deep myſterious plan, which has every character of the molt 
conſummate wiſdom, which was long concealed from ages and ge- 
nerations, and appears, now revealed, to contain ſuch a ſeries of 
_—_— as no underſtanding of man or angel can fully penetrate. 
# Cor. ii. 7. | rl 

It affords an wnanſwerable argument for the divine origin of Chri/ii- 
22 Since it was infinitely too deep for the contrivance of men 
and angels, ſince it is abſolutely undiſcoverable by the moſt ſaga- 
cious of created intelligences, how could it be known but by mani- 
feſtation from above? whence could it take its rife but from an eſpc- 
cial revelation? | 
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That GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling the world 
—anto whom? Unto ſome third party? No; but recon- 
ciling it, by the death and obedience of CHRIS T— 
unto bimfelft. And I can very readily grant, that this 
divine exertion of benignity and w_ ould be with- 
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ternal nature, are confeſſedly myſterious and inexpli- 


Cable! As to the reality of their exiſtence, they chal- 


ME lenge, they command our aſſent; as to the manner of 
their exiſtence, they baffle all our reſearches, and defy 
our utmolt penetration. If therefore the point under 
debate, be fully and inconteſtably revealed in the Bi- 


1 A ble, we mult renounce the philoſopher, before we can 


conſiſtently a& the ſceptic. 
© Ther. Let us ſee then, whether it be ſo fully and in- 


N conteſtably revealed in the Bible. — Vou have given me, 
zs yet, but one of your ſcriptural images. 


Aſp. 1 have another at your ſervice CHRIST 


is called an High-Pricf. What do you take to be the 


nature of the prieſtly office? 

Ther. The buſineſs of the prieſt was, I apprehend, 
to offer ſacrifices, and to make interceſſion for the peo- 

le. 

b Aſp. Very true: and CHRIST could not with 
any propriety, receive this appellation, if he had been 
defective in performing either of the ſacerdotal functi- 
ons. - Now, that he offered no ſuch victim as ſlain 
beaſts, is univerſally acknowledged. We might pre- 
ſume, therefore, even though we had not the authori- 


ty of an apoſtle to aſſure us, that he offered HIM- 


SEI. F, through the eternal SPI RIT, to GOD . 

The croſs, ſhall I ſay ? Rather his divine nature 
was the altar. His ſoul and body, each immaculately 
pure, were the ho/ocau/?. Theſe he reſigned ; the one, 
to deadly wounds; the other, to inexpreſſible anguiſh; 
and both to be inſtead of all whole burnt- offerings.— 
On this invaluable oblation, his interceſſion at the right 


* Heb. ix. 14. | 
'+ The croſs is by ſome authors ſtyled the allar; but I think im- 
properly. "This notion ſeems to have ſprung from, or given riſe 
to, the Popiſh practice of idolizing the crucifix. At leaſt, it coun- 
tenances ſuch a kind of foppiſh or ſacrilegious devotion, more than 
a proteſtant writer could wiſh.—It was the property of the altar to 
255 the gift. This therefore, when referred to our LOR D's 
facrifice, is a far more exalted office, than we dare aſcribe to the in- 
ffrument of his ſuffering. This muſt be the honour and prerogative 
of his DIVINE NATURE, which did indeed ſanctify the 
great oblation ; gave it a dignity, a merit, an efficacy, unſpeakable 
and everlaſting, 
Vor. I. F hand 
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hand of his father is founded : from this it derives that 


prevailing efficacy, which is the ſecurity of his ſtand- 


ing, and the recovery of his fallen diſciples. 

Give me leave to aſk farther ; what is your idea of a 
- facrifice? When Iphigenia was flain at the altar, what 
was the import of that memorable action ? | 

Ther. It was intended, it we may credit Virgil's ac- 
acount *, to appeaſe the indignation of ſome elementary 


deity; and thereby obtain a propetious gale, for the I ; 


wind-bound fleet, and confederate forces of Greece. 
But, I hope, you would not make that folemn butche- 
ry of the royal virgin, a pattern for the ſupreme good- 
neſs ; nor the practice of . groſs idolaters, a model for 
the religion of the holy JESUS. 

Aſp. By no means, Theron. Only I would ob- 
ſerve That the cuſtom of offering ſacrifices obtained, 
among the moſt cultivated nations of the heathen world 
that theſe ſacrifices were frequently of the vicarious + 
kind; in which the victim was ſubſtituted, inſtead of 


* Sanguine placaſti ventos, & wirgine ca5d. | 

+ Seneca fays, alluding to the cuſtom of ſacrifices, and the pre- 
vailing opinion concerning them; fuerim tantum nunguam amplius 
dolituræ domus piamentum,—W hat we are to underſtand by piamen- 
tum, our author himſelf explains, in the preceding clauſe ; guicguid 
matri dolendum fuerit, in me tranſierit ; quicquid avie in me. To 
which his judicious commentator Lipſius, from an extenſive know- 
ledge of antiquity, adds ; xa beg lea ſive piaculatis vidima. SEN. ad 
Helv, | . 
The fame writer, in the ſame conſolatory epiſtle, has another 
ſentence, ſtill more to our purpoſe; nobilitatur omnium carminibus, 
gue fe pro conjuge vicariam dedit.,—Juvenal, ſpeaking of the ſame 
tat, expreſſes himſelf jin-yery remarkable language. Such as ſhews 
us, wich the utmoſt c/carne/5 and preciſion, what the ancients meant, 
when they affirmed of a ſuffering or dying perſon, That he gave 
himſelf for another, | | a 


— SpeRat ſubeuntem fata mariti 
Alceſtim, & ſimilis ſi permutatio detur. Sat. VI. 


There is a paſſage in Livy, which moſt of all deſerves our no- 
rice, As it ſeems to imply a popular belief of the dignity, the more 
than human dignity of the ſacrifice which was neceſſary to appeaſe the 
wrath of heaven. It relates to Decius, devoting himſelf forthe pub- 
lic good; conſpeFus ab utraque acie, aliquanto auguſtior humano vi- 


u, ficrti cœlo miſſus, piaculum vmnis Deorum irc. Lib. VIII. Cap. ix. 
| the 
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WE the offerer; and the former being cut off, the latter 
Vas diſcharged from puniſhment—conſequently, that 
WT the c/a/ic authors would (in caſe there was any need of 
WE ſuch auxiliaries) join with the ſacred writers, to declare 
che expediency,” and explain the nature of ſacrifices — 
This alſo you will permit me to add; that, if the hea- 
thens talk ſenſibly on any part of religions worſhip, it 


is on the ſubje& of ſacrifices. Their ſentiments con- 
cerning expiatory oblations, ſeem to be the faint and 


1 ; | diſtant echo of revelation. I have uſually confidered- 


them, not as the inſtitutions of mere reaſon, but as the 


remains of ſome broken tradition. 


However, the trueſt and moſt authentic ſignification 


of a ſacrifice, is to be learned from the Feww/h ritual, 


explained by the goſpel comment. Do you remember 
the Maſauic account of that ordinance? 3 

Ther. You are much better acquainted, Aſpaſio, 
with thoſe ſacred antiquities; and can give the moſt ſa- 
tisfactory information, with regard to this particular. 
Only let me remind you, that alu are ſtyled offerings ; 
and praiſes, both in the prophetical and evangelical wri- 
tings, come under the denomination of ſacrifices. 

Aſp. Though praiſes and alms are ſtyled ſacrifices, 
they are not of the propitiatory, but 'euchariſtic kind. 
They are never ſaid to expiate tranſgreflions, only are 
repreſented as acceptable to GOD through JESUS 
CHRIST); that divinely precious victim, whoſe me- 
rits both cancel our guilt, and commend our ſervices | 
According to— | 

Ther. Stay a moment, Aſpaſio.—Let me recollect 
myſelf.— This may be the meaning of ſacrifices, as or- 
dained by Moſes, and ſolemnized among the Jews.— 
“ Sacrifices were a ſymbolical. addreſs to GO D; in- 
C tended to expreſs before him the devotion, affections, 
« diſpoſitions, and defires of the heart, by ſignificative 
« and emblematical actions.“ g | 

Ab. This is the firſt Time, I ever heard of a fmboli- 
cal addreſs to GOD. Sacrifices were, if you pleaſe, a 
real addreſs to GO D, attended with ſignificant cere- 
monies, or expreſſive ſymbols. | | 


They expreſſed, you ſay, the devotion, affections, 
diſpoſitions, and deſires of the heart.” I rather 
F 2 think, 
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think, they expreſſed the guilt and the faith of the of- 
ferer.— His guilt ;thisſeems to be intimated, by the very 
names of the propitiatory ſacrifices. The ſin and the 
ſacrifice, the offending action and the expiatory rite, be- 
ing ſignified by one and the ſame word“. It is ſome- 
what more than intimated, by the occaſion of the of- 
fering, and the ſtate of the offerer. Since it was only 
on account of guilt contracted, that piacular oblations 
were made ; and only from a guilty perſon, that they, 
were required. —#is faith; or Frm belief, that ceremo- WM 
nial guilt, which ſhut him out from the communion of 
the viſible church, and ſubjected him to the infliction of 
temporal judgments, was removed by theſe ; but that 
moral for” which defiles the ſoul, and excludes from 
heaven, ſhould be purged by ſome better ſacrifice than 
these -In the exerciſe of this faith, Abel offered up a 
more acceptable ſacrifice than Cain; and withont this 
faith, exerciſed in ſome degree, it was impotlible to 
pleaſe GOD. | 

Ther. If you diſlike this account of ſacrifices, take 
another. Which, as well as the preceding, I have learn- 
ed from an eminent pen. The prieſt made atone- 
ment for ſin, by ſacrificing a beaſt, ozly as that was 
« a ſign and teſtimony of the ſacrificer's pure and up- 
« right heart.” | | | 

Aſp. So then you would aſcribe all the efficacy of ſa- 
critices, to the purity and uprightneſs of the ſacrificer. 
Whereas, I think, they had no ſhare at all in the mat- 
ter. The types were effectual, only by virtue of their 
connection with the great ſacrifice—ordained, in the e- 
ternal counſels of JE H OV A H—prepared, when the 
SON of the Moſt HIGH was made fleſh—offered, when 
the hleſſed JESUS ſurrendered himſelf, to be led as 
a lamb to the ſlaughter— They were ſo far from being 
independent on this divine oblation, that they acted in 
perpetual ſubſerviency to it, and derived all their value 


_® Kun denotes a fin, and ſin-offering, Lev. iv. 3. 24. mu lig- 
niſies the trejpaſs, and the treſpaſs-offering. Lev. v. 15, 19. 
+ They ſanfified to the purifying of the fleſh. Heb. ix. 13. But 
could not make him that did the ſervice perfect, as pertaining to the 
conſcience, Heb, ix, 9. 


from 
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Ws from it. They were the ſhadow, but the body was 
CHRIST. And does not the former owe all its ex- 
iſtence to the latter? 

If ſacrifices were intended to beſpeak integrity of 
heart, methinks, the ſtate of innacency had been the 
propereſt period, for their inſtitution and oblation. But 
this awful ceremony had no exiſtence, till man was fal- 
len, and fin committed. —If intended to denote purity 
of heart, why ſhould ſacrifices be particularly enjoined 
on that ſolemn day, when confeſſion was made of % 


8 ins , of the whole congregation? An oddly con- 
XX certed device this; in which the tongue muſt contra- 


dict, what the ceremony would recognize. 

How could it be proper, after the vialation of ſome 
law, or the neglect of ſome ordinance, immediately to 
go and offer a ſacrifice? What would be the language 
of ſuch a practice, as interpreted by your eminent pen? 
« have done wickedly, but my heart is pure and up- 
« right.” Is this conſiſtent with the ſpirit of humility, . 
of modeſty, or of common ingenuity ? Is this the way 
of giving glory to GOD, or of taking ſhame to our- 
ſelves !—Whereas, let the ſacrifice be a typical expia- 
tion, and this is the ſignificancy of the action.. LORD, 
« I conteſs myſelf guilty. , Puniſhment and death are 
«© my due. Let them fall, I beſeech thee, on my vic-- 
„im t. That thy juſtice. being glorified and thy law- 
* ſatisfied, thy mercy may be honourably diſplayed in 
«© my forgiveneſs,” ; 

Beſides, Theron; what likeneſs, what agreement is: 
there, between the profeſſion of integrity, and an ani- 
mal mortally wounded 3. wallowing in its own blood; 
and ſtruggling in the agonies of death: Whereas, be- 
tween thele dying pangs, and the puniſhment due to ſin, 
or the ſorrows ſuſtained by the erucified 8 AVIO UR, 
there is an apparent, a ſtriking, and, in various re- 
ſpects, an editying reſemblance. | ; 

Ther. They declared, perhaps, the ſacrificer's readi- 


| Lev. xvi. ax. 2 

T What, ſays that prodigy of oriental learning, Bochart? Hoe eo - 
dem ritu iram Dei peccator — eamque timmitti petebat in il- 
lius vittime caput, quam ſun loco ponebat. Hir Rezoic, Tom. I. 


Lib. ii. Cap. 54. ; 
\ F'2 nels --. 
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neſs and' reſolution, to flay the brute in himſelf, and to 
lay down his life in adherence to GO. 

Aſp. I don't remember, to have ſeen this aſſerted in 
the Bible; neither have I met with any hint, to counte- 
nance ſuch an interpretation. It ſeems, in ſome caſes, 
to be incompatable with the very nature of things, and i, 

_ contrary to the expreſs declarations of ſcripture.—. 
Doves, You know, [ambs, and /eep, were offered in ſa- 
crifice. But {hall we flay the lamb, the dove, the ſheep 
in ourſelves? So tar from it, that CHRIS T's diſci- 
ples are either deſcribed by theſe creatures, or command- 
ed to imitate their properties. Be ye harms; as doves *. 
Peter, feed my lambs. My ſhocp, hear my voice . 

Suppolmg, however, that, on ſome occations, this 
might be a ſubordinate deſign, or a valuable improve- 
ment of the facriticial acts: yet their primary intention, 
and ultimate end, were widely different. Were much 

more ſignificant of the divine compaſſions, and much 
better adapted to the eomfort of mankind. They were 
—An. awful indication, that death was the wages of fin: | 
at the ſame time, a cheering declaration, that GOD e 


E 


was pleaſed to accept the death of the animal, inſtead tl 
of the ſinner's: a figurative repreſentation || alſo of that 0 
illuſtrious PERSON, who was tu. bear the /in of ma- 
ny, and pour out his foul for tranſgreſſors. 
Ther. Since ſacrifices were of a religious nature, they. 
ſhould not only be inſtructive and beneficial in their ten- 
dency ; but have their due effects with regard to GOD, 
to ſin, and to the perſon. who brought them. 
Aſp. They had, in all theſe inſtances, their due ef- 
fects with regard to GO D; that his juſtice might be 


magnified, and his anger appeaſed—to in; that its de- 
merit might be diſplayed, yet its guilt be done away 


Matt. x. 16. + John xxi. 15. t John x. 27. 
What ſays Milton, upon the ſubject of ſacrifices, and with re- 
ference to their principal delign ? He calls them, and very properly, 
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— — —Religisus rites 

Of ſacrifice ; informing men by types 

And ſvadews, of that deſtin'd ſeed to bruiſe 

The ſerpent, by what means he ſhall achieve 

Mankind” delrverance, B. XII. 231. 
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11 perſon who brought them; that he might receive 
Ne miſſion of fins, together with peace and joy in belie- 

ing. 

bs 7 her. There are ſo many ſorts of ſacrifices, appoint- 

ed in the Jewiſh rubric, that I am at a loſs for a dif-- 
iind idea, unleſs ſore one be ſingled out, and ſeparate- 

* ly conſidered. 

X 4/4. Among all the ſacrifices inſtituted by Moſes, 
none more circumſtantially typified the bleſſed JESUS, 
none more appoſitely expreſſed the benefits of his obla- 

tion, than the lamb ſlain at the feaſt of the paſſover, and 
W the /in-effering on the day of atonement, 

An expoſitor, who cannot be miltaken, has given us 
this interpretation of the paſchal lamb, CHRIS T wr 
paſſover is ſacrificed for us * ; declaring hereby—thar 
CHRIST is @ real ſacrifice—that he was prefigured 
in this capacity by the paſchal lamb— that the circum-- 
ſtances, which diſtinguiſhed it, met in him; and the 
advantages, which reſulted from it, were procured by 
him: thaſe, in their trueſt import; theſe, in their largeit 
extent.— The words of. the apoſtle ipeak this ſenſe to 
the plaineſt ſimpleſt reader: Whereas,. to extort any 
other ſignification from them, what ſubtilty of wit, and 


® r Cor. v. 7. Would any one venture to ſay, Paul car Paſßb ger 
i ſacriſiced for us? Yet this, I think, may be, or rather is in ef- 
fect ſaid by the account, which ſome perſons give of GHRIS T's 
ſatisfaction, ſince Paul actually ſacrificed his life in confirmation of 
the truth, and for the gocd of the church, Phil. ii. 29.— The very 
thought of ſuch a blaſphemous abſurdity is too painful and offenſive 
for the ſerious Chriſtian to dwell u I would therefore divert his 
attention to a more pleaſing — fem Let him obſerve the - 
exquiſite ſkill, which»ticre and every where conducts the zeal of our. 
inſpired writer.—The odes of Pindar are celebrated for their fine 
tranſitions, which, though bold and ſurpriſing, are perfettly natural. 
We have in this place a very maſterly ſtroke of the ſame kind. The 
apoſtle, ſpeaking of the inceſtuous criminal, flides into his darting 
topic, a crucified SAVIOUR, Who would have expected fuca 
a fentiment on ſuch an occaſion ? Yet,, when thus brovght in, who 
does not ſee and admire both the propnrety of its application, and 
the delicacy of its introduction? With the ſame eaſy and graceful 
air, our ſacred orator enters upon his ſubject, Rom. i. 14, 15, 16. 
With no lefs dexterity and addreſs he retu 1s to it, after a loug but 
very uicfuk digreſlion, Heb. vi. 20. compared with Hey. v. 10. 


what 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the LAMB of GOD ; free from all taint of original 


in the preſence either of the whole congregation of II- 


of the whole aſſembled nation ?—T he blood was not to 
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what refinement, or rather violence of criticiſm, muſt Ml 


be uſed ! 1 1 
The paſchal lamb was wthout blemiſh. Such was 


fin, and from every ſpot of actual trangreſlion : — A 
lamb” of the firſt year, in all the ſprightlineſs and floridi- 
ty of youth. CHRIST alſo laid down his life, no: Wl 
when worn with age, or debilitated with ſickneſs, bu: 
in the very prime of his days, amidit all the bloom orf p! 
health, and all the vigour of manhood, that his ſacri- m 
fice might have every recommending circumſtance, r. 
which could render it acceptable to GO D, and avail- 
able for man. | Fi 
The lamb was to be ſlain in ſuch a manner, as 
might occaſion the moſt copious. effuſion of its blood: 
And was not this very exactly fulfilled in our ſuffering 
SAVIOUR? His blood flowed out, in vaſt abund- 
ance, by the amazing ſweat in the garden; by the 
rending laſhes of the {courge ; by the lacerating points 
of the thorns ; by the dreadful nails, which cleft his | 
hands and his feet; by the deadly ſpear, which ripped 
open his fide, and cut its way to his heart. —Though 
the blood was to be fo liberally ſpilt, @; bane of the 
lamb was not to be broken. And you cannot but recol- 
let, you cannot but admire, the wonderful interpoſi- 
tion of Providence, to accompliſh this emblemarical. 
prediction. When the ſoldiers had received a com- 
mand to break the legs of the three crucified perſons, 
when they had actually broke the legs of each malefac- 
tor, which hung on the right {ide of our LORD and 
on the left, their minds were over-ruled (by a divine 
influence, no doubt) to ſpare the bleſſed JESUS, and 
to leave all his bones anhburt, untouched. ; 
The lamb was to be killed before the whole aſſembly ; 
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rael, or elſe of that particular ſociety, which concur- 
red in eating the fleſh. And did not the whole multi- 
tude of the — conſpire againſt our REDEEMER, 
to put him to death? Did they not all cry out, as with 
one voice, Crucify him ! Crucify him ! Was he not exc- 
cuted, at one of their grand feſtivals, and in the ſight 


be 
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4 1 heedleſly upon the ground, but received 

arefully into a baſon, and Hprintled with the utmoſt 

was Ppunctuality; ſprinkled, not upon the threthold, but up- 
nal 5 75 IP a 

n the bear LAMB In like manner, the blood 


[ 


. pf the heaven LAMB is not to be trampled under 


5 FE 


foot by a contethptuous diſregard. It is the treaſure of 


10. the church, and the medicine of life; to be received 
therefore by an adoring faith, and molt thankfully ap- 
1 plied to our conſciences, our converſation, our whole 
"1 man.— The ſprinkling of that blood fecured every Iſ- 
© raelitiſh family from the deſtroying angel's ſword. So, 
il. the merits of the ſlaughtered SAV OUR * ſcreen 

every believing ſinner from the ſtroke of offended juſ- 
It tice, and from the pains of eternal death. What muſt 
y have become of the Iſraelite, who, truſting to the up- 


rightneſs of his heart, ſhould negle&t to make uſe of 
this divinely-appointed ſafeguard ? He muſt inevitably 
have been puniſhed with the death of his firſt-born, 
Equally certain, but infinitely more dreadful, will be 
his condemnation, who, before the omniſcient JUDGE, 
ſhall preſume to plead his own integrity, or confide in 
his own repentance, and reject the atonement of the 
dying JESUS. 
' " Ther. Now, if you pleaſe, for the ſin-offering f, 
which ſeems to have been the moſt eminent ſacrifice of 
, them all. | 

| Aſp. It was the molt comprehenſive, becanſe it ſha- 
dowed forth not only the death of CHRIS I, but his 
reſurrection from the dead, and his aſcenſion into hea- 
ven.—As the various actions of ſome illuſtrious perſo- 


Both St. Peter and St. Paul ſpeak of the Blaod of ſdrindſing, 
1 Pet. i. 2. Heb. xii. 24. intimating by this remarkable form of 
ſpeech, that the death of CHRIST will be of no advantage to the 
ſinner, unleſs it be ap, to his heart; as the blood of the paſchal 
lamb was no protection to an 1fraclite, till it had tinged the poſts 
of his door.—Iſaiah, uſing the ſame phraſe, and alluding to the 
ſame cuſtom, ſays of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, He fpoll ſprin- 
ble many nations, Iii. 15. ; not only initiate them into his church by 
baptiſm, but alſo by the application of his blovd ſhall c/canſe them 

+ from their guilt, and deliver them from the wrath to come. 

f For the circumſtances relating to the ſin-offering, the reader 
will conſult Lev. xvi.—For thoſe which concern the Paſchal lamb, 
he will have recourſe co Exod. xii. 

nage, 
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nage, which cannot be exhibited by the painter in a 
ſingle draught, are diſplayed in ſeveral compartments, 
yet all conſtitute one and the ſame grand hiſtorical 
picture; ſo theſe glorious events, incapable of being 
repreſented by any /ngle animal, were typified by tw, 

kids of the goats, which nevertheleſs were reputed but e 
as one || offering. 1 
- Theſe goats were brought to the door of the ta- 
bernacle, and there preſented before the LORD, 
CHRIST allo preſented himſelf before GOD, when 
be went up to Feruſalem, that all things written by the 
prophets concerning him might be accompliſhed *: — The 
goat, on which the LOR D's lot fell, was devoted: to 
death. CHRIST allo, being delivered by the deter- 
minate counſel and foreknowledae of GOD r, was cruci- 
fied and ſlain.— The body was burnt without the camp. 
Which pointed at the very place, and pictured out the 
very nature, of our LOR D's ſufferings : for he /uffer- 
ed without the gate t; was there expoſed to the rage of 
men, and the wrath of GOD, under the moſt exqui- 


Ho runs the divine command? He (the high-prieſt) hal dale 
of the congregation two kids of the goats for a ſox-offering, Lev. xvi. 5. 
Are not theſe two kids ſtyled, in the ſingular number and collec- 
tive ſenſe, an offering ? That we might not miſtake, G0 D is 
pleaſcd to add, and, one ram for a burnt-offering. Here he particu- 
. larly mentions one, to inform us, that the one ram in this inſtitu- 
tion and the two goats in the preceding, were to come under the 
ſame general denomination, an offering. To render his mcanins 
flill more apparent, the I. OR D, contrary to his own. rule in all 
other caſes, orders the Nerd to lay his hands upon the head of 
the ſrape-goat, not upon the head of the goat devoted to death. He 
divides the neceſſary circumſtances of a ſacrifice between them both, 
to intimate, in the clezreſt manner, that neither the one nor the 
other ſeparate, but both 7aken together, were the one ſacrificial obla- 
tion, appointed for this diſtingulhed folemuity.. 

If this be true, T think the paſſage is a pretty conſiderable proof, 
that atonement was made by ſuffering vicarious puniſhment, not- 
withſtanding what has been urged againſt it from the tenth verſe of 
the chapter.—Should we require human anthority for the ſupport 
of this interpretation, one of the greateſt human authorities may be 
feen in the celebrated Witſius: Uterque hircus pertinebat ad unn 
Jacriſicium pro peccato, haſtiæ unius loco, Uterque erat-pecus piacula- 
ris, vicaria Iſraeli peccatori, ejuſque peccatum ferens. De Occon. 
lib. iv. cap. 6. | 


* Luke xvii. 31, + Ads ii. 23. Heb. ill. 12. 
ſite 
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Nee pains of body, and the moſt inſupportable agonies 
r ſoul : all ſignificantly typified by the flame of a de- 
ouring fre ; than which nothing is more fierce, no- 
1 hing more penetrating, or more ſeverely tormenting. 
As the animal which was ſlaughtered ſhewed forth 
ie REDEEMER ching for our fins, that which 
ereaped prefigured the fame SAVIOUR ring again 
„our ju/tification.—The high-priefſt put his hands up- 
n the head of the ſcape-goat, and with great ſolemni- 
y confeſſed the fins of the whole congregation. I he 
Import of this ceremony is expreſsly declared in the ſa- 
cred canon, The goat ſhall bear upon him their iniquity ||. 
It is moſt comfortably. explained by the prophet, The 
LORD laid on HIM the iniquity of us all +, and moſt 
delightfully confirmed by the apoltle, He himſelf bore 
our ſins in his own body.on the tree. | 

Confeſſion being made, the goat was diſmiſſed into 
a land not inhabited ; a place ſeparated: from all reſort 
of men, where he was never likely to be found any 
more; to teach us, that, our offences, having been ex- 
piated by the bleeding JESUS, are entirely done 
away, {hall never riſe up in judgment againſt us, but, 
according to the prophecy of Jeremiah, When the ini- 
quity of Tae ſhall be fought for, there ſhall be none ; and 
the fins of Fudah, they ſhall not be found F,—It is farther 
enjoined, that Aaron ſhall confeſs all the iniquities of the 
i children of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſſions, in all their 
fins. {niquities, tranſgreſſions, ins, are particularized ; 
| and, to this cluſter of expreſſions, the word all is add- 
ed; to inform us, that the ea ſins need the atone- 
ment of CHRIS T's death; to aſſure us, that the 
greateſt ſins are not beyond the compals of its efficacy, 
and that all fins, be they ever ſo heinous, or ever ſo 
numerous, are forgiven to the true believer. 

The high - prieſt carried the blood of the victim in- 
to the ſecond tabernacle, even within the veil: 80 
CHRIST entered with his own blood, not into the ho- 


It is obſervable, that whereas the ſcape-goat is ſaid to bear nw? 
the fins of Iſrael, Lev. xvi. 23. the very ſame phraſe is applied to 
CHRIST, Ifai. Ii. 12. 


+ Ifai. Vii. 6. ® x Pet. Ii, 34. 7 Jer. I. 20. 
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ly places made with hands, but into heaven it/elf ||. 
The blood was ſprinkled upon the mercy- ſeat, before 
the mercy-ſeat, and left in the holy of holies, that it t. 
might always remain before the LORD: And does 0. 
not CHRIST always appear in the preſence of GOD t 


for us? Does he not ever live to make interceſſion for 9 


us; to plead his all- ſufficient propitiation in our be- 
half, that the benefits procured thereby may be com- 
municated, may be ratified, and perpetuated to his 


people? 


Ther. The ſcripture aſcribes theſe benefits to repent- 
ance and reformation of life, qualifications of our own, * 
not to any ſuch cauſe as a vicarious ſacrifice, where the 
merit mult neceffarily ſubſiſt in another. What ſays the 
apoſtle Peter, when he had juſt received his inſtructions 
from the HOLY GHOST? Repent and be converted, 0 
not look unto an atonement, or depend upon a propi- te 
tiation, that your ſint may be blotted out *. N 

Aſp. Tis true, the benefits of the new covenant are 

promiſed to penitents, as their happy portion, but ne- tl 
ver aſſigned to their repentance, as the procuring cauſe ; 
never to their repentance, but to the blood of the great 0 
HIGH-PRIES T, called therefore the blad of the 
everlaſting covenant , being the condition ſtipulated in 
it, required by it, and in conſequence of which all its 
unſpeakable privileges are beſtowed. 
. - Beſides, the qualifications you ſuppoſe are the gift 
of the LORD. We are not able to exerciſe, till 
CHRIST, who is exalted for this very purpoſe, grves 
repentance f.—A converſion to GO D, and a newneſs 
of life, are not the effect of human abilities, but the 
work of the divine SPIRIT, and the fruit of the 
REDEEMER's death. — Excluſive of this death, 
there had been no ſuch thing as a repenting ſinner, or 
a renewed ſoul. — The merit of this death opens the 
heaven of heavens, and all its inexhauſtible ſtores. By 
this death, by this alone, we have the enjoyment of 
grace, and the hope of glory. | 


- | Heb. ix. a4. „Adds iii, 19. + Heb. xiii. 20. 
Ac v. 31. F 
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F... You begin to be in raptures, Aſpaſio'! 

re WS J. Excuſe me, Theron. It is not eaſy to repreſs 
it She fallies of delight and devotion, when we muſe up- 
& on ſuch wonders of loving-kindneſs ; when we are 


D touched with a ſenſe of ſuch immenſely rich benefits: 
or A great HIGH-PRIEST! who is higher than 
e heavens , yet humbled himſelf to death, even the 
WT Jeath of the croſs !—who is conſecrated for evermore F, 
and pleads all his merit, improves all his influence, for 
our conſummate felicity ! 


What heart of ſtone but glows at thoughts like theſe@. 


* Such contemplations mount us, and ſhould mount 

* The mind ftill higher, nor ever glance on man 

i Urnraptur'd, uninflan'd 4. 

1s But I check myſelf, and will either reply to your 

a, objections, or liſten to your ſentiments ; liſten as at- 

i- tentively, as you yourſelf attend to the muſic of that 
ſarill-tongued thruſh. = 

re Ther. Its ſweetly-modulated Jays, eminent even in 

e- the ſymphony of ſpring, have indeed attracted my 

2 ears. But my mind is diſengaged, and free for your 

at converſation. | 

be Aſp. I can repeat a ſong, ſweeter far than this, or 

in all the melody of the woodland-choirs ; a ſong, which 

ts has harmony enough to make the brow of melancholy 


wear a ſmile, or to ſooth away the ſorrows of death 
ft itſelf : Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of G0 D's 
ll clect? Tt is GOD that juſtifieth e Who is he that condem- 
1 neth? It i CHRIST that died; yea rather, that is ri- 
's ſen again; who is even at the right hand of GOD ; who 


e alſo maketh interceſſion for us . — According to my 
e friend's principles, the ſtrain of this triumphant ex- 
„ clamation was ill - judged, and thould have run in the 


following manner: Who fhall lay, any thing to our 
charge? We have endeavoured to preſerve a recti- 
a tude of diſpoſition, and to perſiſt in a laudable courſe 
« of action Where-ever we failed, we have been ſor- 
«ry for the fault, and have usplored pardon from 


® Heb. vii. 26. + Heb. vii. 28. + Night-Thonghts, 
N. IV. 4 Rom, vii. 33, 34. 9 
Vol. I. G « the 
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* the divine MAJESTY. What then ſhall diſmay 
& us? Or who ſhall condemn us?“ - Zur topics of 
conſolation would be complete, without having re- 
courſe to the death of CHRIST, as an atonement 
for ſin, or to the reſurrection of CHRIST, as an 
evidence that the atonement is accepted, or to the in- 
terceſſion of CHRIST, as che cauſe of our intere:} 
in that tranſcendent bleſſing. N 

Ther. Since you ſo frequently mention, and ſo ear- 
neſtly inſiſt upon atonement, I ſhould be glad to know 


the preciſe ſigniſication of the word. I am told, the ; : 


original phraſe has nothing to do with the idea of ma- 
king ſatisfaction. ; 
Aſp. We may learn the preciſe fignification of atone- 
ment, by conſidering the means, the effect, and the 
manner whereby the means accomplith the effect. The 
efe? of atonement is pardon— The means of obtaining 
it are the ſacrifice and death of CH RIST—The way 
or manner, whereby the death of CHRIST becomes 
efficacious for this bleſſed purpoſe, is the ſovereign ap- 
pointment of his FATHER, the infinite dignity of 
his perſon, and eſpecially the vicarious nature of his 
ſufferings, or their being undergone in the Read of 
ſinners. | | 
Ther. It has been ſuppoſed, and is affirmed too, 
that our SAVIOUR's obedience and death were con- 
dycive to our redemption, #y in virtue of his FA 
THE R's will and appointment. ; 
Aſp. J am glad it is ſome other, and not my The- 
ron, who eſpouſes this opinion, which is highly inju- 
rious to the dignity.of our REDEEME R's perſon, 


and to the merit of his obedience. — Neither is it very 


honourable to the wiſdom of the FATHER, unleis 
we ſuppoſe him therefore to have appointed the death of 
CHRIST, becauſe he knew it would be a plenary ſa- 
tisfaction, fully ſufficient for the glarious purpoſe. 
And why ſhould we uſe that weak inadequate ex- 
preſſion, © conducive to our redemption ?” Would any 
one ſay of the holy aud beautiful houſe,” which So- 
lomon built, that it was conducive to the accompliſh- 
ment of what Moſes foretold * : David's ꝓroviſion of 


* Exod. xv. 15. | | 
: tones, 
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are the obedience and death of CHRIST, with re- 


T ſpe to our redemprion. - | 
Ther. But we forget the original word, and neglect 


to inquire into its true meaning. 
Aſp. The word, which we tranſlate atonement, im- 


I hus the ark was eovered , was overlaid with pitch 
evithin and without, that all its chinks might be ſecured 
againſt the inſinuating force of the water, and all its 
timber defended: from the injuries of the liquid ele- 
ment. When an object in this or any other manner is 
covered over for ſatety, the covering receives every 
ſhock, and ſuſtains all damages, which would other- 
wiſe fall upon the thing covered. The image, there- 
fore, is very pertinently uſed to expreſs the true evan- 


equal propriety to deſeribe the mercy-feat t, which was 
a coſtly covering for the ark, made of pure gold, and 


exactly commenturate to that ſacred repoſitory. In this 


were lodged the tables of the law, whoſe precepts we 
have violated, aud to whole curſe we were ſubje@. 


Conſequently the merey-ſcat, both by its ſituation, its 


extent, and its office, preſigured the REDEEMER, 


who, all pure and ſpotleſe, - intervenes between the law 


and the offender ; tultils the commands, and ſuſtmns 
the curſe of the former; merits pardon, and procures 
ſalvation for the latter. 
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70 ſtones, of timber, and of gold “, was, if you pleaſe, 
WE conducive to it. But Solomon's act was perfective of 
MD it, was the very execution of the thing itſelf. Such 


plies in its primary acceptation the notion of covering. 


gelical nature of atonement, and the word is uſed witli 


Obſerve ſome delicate flower. Having entertained * 
cur eye with one beautitul colour, it ſuddenly breaks, 


or gradually ſoſtens into another, and gives us a re- 


newed pleaſure. Such, methinks,. is the import of 


this delighttut word. —Beſides the preceding ſigniſica- 


1 Chron, xxix. 2. 


Freun Thou (halr befſmear; cover; or overlay, Gen. vi, 14. This 
is the brit place in which out word occurs. It is ſuppoſed to give 
us the bene and native ſenſe of the phraſe.— Perhaps the Eaglich 
expretuun cover may de derived from the participle .. 


rea Exod. xxV. 17. 


— | G 2— tion, a 
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tion, it is expreſſive of b-ar-froft *,' which, in a ſerene 
but ſharp wintry morning, covers the houſes, covers 
the trees, covers the whole face of the earth: So the 
blood of JESUS, according to the Pſalmilt's repre+ 
ſentation, covers + all our guilt, and hides every of- 
+ fence ; inſomuch that, when this blood is applied by 
the Divine SPIRIT, the LORD {es no iniquity in 
Facob |} + He acts as if he ſaw none; neither puniſhes 
the ſinner, though his conduct has been ever ſo crimi- 
nal, nor abhors the ſinner, though his perſon has been 
ever 10 polluted. 

The ſame expreſſion is uſed with reference to a cove- 
nant, and ſignifies the abelition of the contract; which 
was done-by cancelling the deed, expunging the arti- - 
cles of ſtipulation, or reducing them to one entire blot. 
By the covenant of works, all mankind became ob- 
noxious to condemuation, were bound over to death. 
By the grace of CHRIST, our obligation to puniſh- 
ment is diſannulled, and the hand-writing of condem- 
nation 7s blotted out. — Should you alk, how this is ef- 
ſected? By paying a ranſom, and offering a ſacrifice. 
Should you farther inquire, of at this ranſom and 
this ſacrifice conſiſted ? Of nothing leſs than the pre- 
cious blood 5, the ineſtimable lire &, the divinely mag- 
niticent perſon of CHRIST 4. 


. Pſal. cxlvii. 16. The idea deduced from hoar-frof is not 
ſo exact and ſtriking in our northern clime, as in the more ſouthern 
regions. There, the exhalations and dews being more copious, the 
hour froſt mult fall thicker, lie deeper, and more fully correſpond 
v ith. the notion of covering. 

+ Pial. xxxil. 1. Numb. xxili. 21. 

I. Iſai. xxviii. 18 482 abo/elitur. Proprie fonat. oblinetrr, ubli- 
terabitur. Eſt enim u Hebrcis proprie quid ebducers, atque inde 
cam obducta & obtuu diſpareant) delere, abolere. ('Fhus, I ap- 
/ prehend, the words ſhould be pointed. According to the preſent 
' punctuation, at leaſt in my edition, I can make out neither ſyntax 

ror ſenſe.) Alluditur loc loco ad ſædera ſcripto comprebenſa, que 
abglentur & 'rrita fiunt, fi critura niducatur, cancellatur, arliguetur, 
ob[iteretur. VITRING. in loc. * 

$ Not by the blood of goats and calves, but by bis own Ble, Heb. 
IX. I'2. 45h 4 

C The Son of man came {19 give his life a ranſom for many, Mark 


Xx. 48. * | 
+ Who through the eternal SPIRIT offered ꝓimſelf without ſpot 

69 GOD, Heb. ix. 14. . 

- "2%: Is | Ther. 


Dial. 3. THERON AD ASPASIO. 77 
Ther. Theſe then are the capital ideas included in 
the original word, a covering by way of defence, a co- 


vering by way of concealment, and a blotting, in order 


to cancel. 


Aſp. They are, -Theron.—As the brain (the ſource 


of ſenſation) ſends out various detachments of -nerves, 


to animate and actuate all the parts of the vital ſyſtem, 


ſo this capital idea, the idea of atanemeut, brunches it- 
{elf into a variety of ſubordinate, yet ſimilar ſignifica- 
tions, which run through the whole economy of the 
oſpel, to enliven and quicken-the ſpirit of a believer, 
t me inſtance in a few particulars. - This richly ſig- 
nificant word denotes—The exerciſe of divine mercy * 
— The pardon of ſin F—A-cleanfing from guilt F— 
Purging from tranſgreſfion — Reconcihation for ini- 
quity {— The pacitying of wrath J. — Do not theſe 
paſſages (each expreſſed by ſome branch of the verb, 


which conveys to us the idea of ateiu, plainly inti- 
mate That the atonement of CHRIS This the meri- 
torious cauſe of -all-theſe deſirable effects, is the toun«- 


dation of every act of divine goodneſs, and of every 


bleſſing vouchſafed to ſinners ? 


Ther. After all, this is the conſideration, Which 
principally offends and perplexes me—G OD is a Spi- 
rit, an abſolutely perfect and infinitely pure being, re- 
mote, inconceivably remote, from whatever is groſs or 
cerporeal. How then can he take pleaſure in the effu- 
ſion of blood, or the burning of fleſh? How can any 


ſuch hw carnal inducements make him merciſul to ſin- 


ners, or appeaſe what _ call Iris wrath ? 
Aſp. Rather what the* ſcriptures call his wrath. 
You miſtake our doctrine, my dear Theron. We n 


ver maintain, that any ſacrifice whatever, not even the 
propitiation of CHRIS T's death, was intended to 


mate GO D mercitul ; only to make way for his eter- 
nal purpoſes of mercy I, without any prejudice either 


to 
Deut. xxxii. 43; - + Deut. xxi. 8. 2 Chron. xxx. 18. 
Numb. xxxv. 33. [| Pal. Ixv. 3. § Dan. ix. 24. 


JEzek. xvi. 63. 


+13 222 &79 wn Pſal. Ixxviil. 38. Which, exactly tranſlated, 
a G 3 | peaks 
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to the demands of his law, or the rights of his juſtice. 
Our ſentiments on this head, are exactly conſonant 
to his own declaration, and to his own procedure, in 
the caſe of Job's calumniating friends *. Though diſ- 
Pleaſed with their conduct, he was merciful to their per- 
ſons. Nevertheleſs, he would. not exerciſe that mercy, 
till they had firſt offered a ſacrifice, and acted faith in a 
dying SAVIOUR. 

Neither is it ever ſuppoſed ; that the infinitely wiſe 
and pure G0 D, can take pleaſure in the effuſion of 
blood, or the burning of fleth, /mply conſidered. This 
is diſclaimed by the "HOLY GHOST; Burnt-ofer- 
ings and offering for fm thou wouldeſt not, neither had/t 
5 therein. The LORD had no regard to them; 
took no complacency in them; only as they bore a re- 
ference. to that noble and meſtimable ſacrifice, which 
brings the higheſt honour to his name; which thoſe 
ſlaughtered animals exhibited in a figure; and to which 
every true Hraelite had a believing regard. 

J ſay, had a believing regard. , — it is affirmed by 
the author to the Hebrews, That the goſpel was preach- 
ed to the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs — hat does he 
mean. by the goſpel? The very eſſence of this benevo- 
lent ſcheme, according to the apoſtle's own definition, 
is, that CHRIST died for our fins Þ.— How was this. 
goſpel preached to our fathers in the wilderneſs ? It was 
preached to their eyes, by many expreſſive emblems ;- eſ- 
pecially, by ſlaughtered animals, and bleeding victims. 
By which CHRIST was almoſt continually, though. 
not ſo evidently as in theſe latter times, ſet forth cru- 
cified || for ſinners. / 

In this ſenſe alone, thoſe carnal uſages were worthy 
the wiſdom: of GO D to appomt, and the Majeſty of 
60D to accept.—This gave them a peculiar dignity 
and importance; and ſet them far above all the fimilar 
obſervances, uſed in the heathen worſhip. They were al- 


ſpeaks to this effect. HE, "_ full of compaſſion, forg ave their ſins 
through an atonement. Being full of compaſſion, here is the firſt im- 
publive canſe—through an atonement, this is the proper appointed way 
— of granting forgiveneſs. 
See Job xlii. 7, 8. = 
+ Heb. iy. 2. + 3 Cor, xv. 3. | Gal. iii. r. 


ſo, 
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ſo, when thus explained, thus improved, extremely pro- 
fitable to believers; as they directed their contempla- 
tion to the /uture ſufferings of a SA VIOUR“, and 
ratified to their faith the benefits of his ver- operating 
ſacrifice. Which, we are aſſured by an infallible voice, 
was effectual for- the redemption of the tranſgreſſions under 
the firſt covenant f. ARS 
Ther. So you apprehend, that, in thoſe uſages, prac- 
tiſed by the antient Fews, the goſpel was emblematical- 
ly preached, and C] RIS T in 2 fgure exhibited. 
Aſp. Moſt certainly, Theron. And for this cauſe, 
under the law, almoſt all things were purged with blood f. 
The multiplicity, the variety, the conſtancy of their ſa- 
cfifices, were all deſigned to impreſs upon their minds, 
and familiarize to their thoughts, this great evangeli- 
cal truth. Was any one overtaken by a fault? He muſt 
preſent a victim, and the prieſt mult ſlay it, by way of 
treſepaſr-effering. To fignity, that the guilt which was 
contracted, could be done away only by the atoning 
death of CHRIS T.— Had any one received a ſigna] 


* See Ifai, liii. Luke xxiv. 25, 26. Acts xvii. 3. 

+ Heb. ix. 15. When IJ reflect on theſe words, I wonder how 
any one ean aſſert, That all the Jews died under the curſe of the law. 
Died under the curſe of the law! Even though the apoſtle bas 
warranted it for a truth, That a theſe (meaning Abraham, Sarah, 
Tſaac, Jacob, &c.) died in faith. Heb. xi. 13,—Even though he bas 
elſewhere laid it down as a maxim, ſo then they which are of faith, in 
whatever period of time they live, or under whatever diſpenſation 
of religion they worſhip, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. Gal. iii. 
9. Even though the Pſalmiſt, in one place, affirms, hgſed are t 
whoſe unrighteouſneſſes are forgiven, and m_ ſin is. covered. And, 
in another place, declares concerning himſelf and his pious cotem- 
poraries; Look how wide the eaſt is from the weſt !' So far hath he ſet 
our fins from us. Pſalm xxzii. 1. Pſalm ciii. 12. | 

From theſe and may other texts, I think, it is evident, that the 
faithful Jews no more died under the curſe of the law, than the faith- 
ful Chriſtians. The death of CHRIST procured the pardon and 
acceptance of ſinners, even before he came in the fleſh, From the 
beginning, he bad covenanted with the FATHER, as their ME- 
DIATOR': and GOD, to whom all things are preſent, ſaw the 
certain accompliſhment of his undertaking. He was therefore, by 
virtue of the divine decree, and in point of. ſaving efficacy, A 
LAMB „ain from the foundation of the world. Though be laid down 


his life in the reign of Tiberius, he was a real REDEEMER 
in all ages. 
Heb. ix, 22» 


bleſſing 


- . * * 
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bleſſing? A beaſt was ſlain by way of peace- gering; as 
a public expreſſion of gratitude ſfor-the mercy, and alto 
as an emphatical declaration, that all good vouchſafed 
to fallen man, is owing to the BEDEEMER?s 
ranſom.—Was any one to be inveſted with the pri 
office, or admitted to miniſter in the ſanctuary? A ram 
or a bullock muſt bleed, tor the purpoſes of conſecra- 
tion and atenement . In order to teſtify, that no man 
can officiate with acceptance in the worthip of GOD; 
that no ſervice, though of a reſigious kind, can be plea 
ing in his fight ; l the former is intereſted in the me- 
its, -unleſ7 the latter is recommended by the death of 
the great HIGH- PRIEST. 

And not only by their ſolemn ſacrificral acts, but even 
by their ordinary meals, .this grand leſſon was inculcat- 
ed. They were forbidden to eat the blood, in order to 
awaken and preſerve in their conſciences, a reverential 

and fiducial regard to the precious blood of CHRIST. 
The HOLY GHOST, aſſigning a reaſon for this 
facred- prohibition, ſays expreſsly, Becauſẽ the bl: 
maketh an atonement. for your fouls F : the blood of beaſts 
typically, the blood of CHRIST effectually.—O ! 
that Chriſtians would, in tis particular, learn of Fears. 
Learn, at leaſt, from ewiſh ordinances: to have their 
attention ifice{ſantly fixed on that divine II G H- 
PRIEST; who, by one offering hath perfedted for ever 
not barely © conduced or contributed to the work, 
but fully accompliſhed it. Hath obtained complete and 
everlaſting redemption for em that are ſanctiſed t. 

Ther. Some offerings were made without any effu- 
ſion of blood. What could thoſe mean? Or how, could 
they typify the ſacrifice of CHRIST? 

ſp.» Perhaps, the apoſtle might foreſee ſuch uh * 
jection, when he made uſe of that ben expreſſion, 
almſt all things were purged with b If, in theſe 
caſes, there was no eulen of blood, yet there was 2 
deſtruction of the ſubltance. The meat-offerings! were 
conſumed by fire. Which is much the ſame to inani- 
mate things, as e of the blood ĩs to living er crea- | 


Lev. viii. 22. Numb, viii, 13. #0 Lev. xvii, 11. "EO 4 


tures - 
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tures. The ſame effect is aſcribed to theſe oblations, as 
to thoſe of the ſanguinary kind. It is expreſsly declar- 
ed of the poor man's /in-offering, which conſiſted of fine 
flour, and was burnt upon the altar, It hall make an 
atonement for him *.—$So that here alſo was, what we 
may truly call a ville prediction of CHRIST. The 
offermgs which flamed, as well as the victims which 
bled, ſhewed forth our dying LORD, Whoſe ene 
« oblation of himſelf once offered,” compriſed all the 
qualities, and realized the whole efficacy, repreſented 
by every other ſacrifice g. 

Ther. Another odd circumſtance has often given me 
diſguſt, and been apt to prejudice me againſt the inſti- 
tutions of the Old Teſtament. Many of them appear 
mean, contemptible, and perfectly puerile. ** Can theſe,” 
I have ſaid within myſelf, (be ordained by a GOD 
« of infinite wiſdom, and tranſcendent glory ? Can we 
« reaſonably imagine, that a mandate ſhould be iſſued 
6 from the court of Heaven, on purpoſe to forbid the 
« boilingy and injoin the roaſting t, of ſome particular 
« piece of meat?—Wilt the great RULER of the 
“ {kies, concern himſelf about the preciſe manner of 
“Killing one inſignificant bird, and releaſing another [| ? 
“Will he, who claims the worſhip of the heart, have 
« ſuchan eſpecial regard to a drop or two of deſpicable 
blood, put upon No tip of the right- ear, or the thumb 
« of the right-hand 5 ?—Surely, ſuch childiſh: ceremo- 
6 nies are too minute and trivial for the notice, much 
more for the ſolemn appointment of the ſupreme 
« MATES TL Y:;  - 

Afp.: You will pleaſe to remember, that, when thoſe 
ceremonies were ordained, it was the iz/ancy **, at leaſt 
the minority of the church. If we advert to this cir- 
cumſtance, we thall have reaſon to admire, both the all - 

$6.54 | compre- 


L.. t, 12, 13. 


+ For this reaſon, it is thought, the apoſtle ſtyles the ſacrifice of 
CHRIST, *gwurloo, Jvoics, better ſacrifices. Becanſe, this one 
{acrifice comprehended the whole virtue, and procured every benefit 
hgnified by all the other. Heb. ix. 23. | | | 

+ Excd. xii. 9. Lev. xiv. 4, 5, 6, 7- Y Exod. xxix. 20. 

St. Faul calls the church of thoſe times r47:4©», an —_ or 

"* ods 1 abe, 


* 
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comprehending wiſdom, and the no leſs condeſcending 


goodneſs of JEHOVA H.—His allcomprehending 
wiſdom, in conforming, ſo accurately and ſo minutely, 
the type to the event. Though the former was eſta- 
blithed long, long before the latter exiſted. Many ages 
before the dere of nations appeared, his picture was 
drawn; was preſented to public view; and is now found 
to correſpond, 'in every feature, with the illuſtrious 0- 
riginal. What hand could be equal to ſuch a taik ! On- 
ly the hand of an omniſcient LIM NE R.— #7 cond: 
ſcending goodneſs, in adapting the tenour of his revela- 


tion to the ſtate of his people; ſpeaking unto them, e- 


ven as unto babes *, Not by naked precepts, or abltrac.+ 
ed truths; but by earthly ſimilitudes , and, (if I may 
ſo expreſs myſelt) by embodied inſtructions- Such as 
were level to their low capacities, and calculated to at- 
fect their dull apprehenſions. 

The inſtitutions to which you allude, were undoubt- 


edly mean and wg, if conſidered in themſelves, Ac- 


cordingly, their majeſtic AUT HO R cautions his peo- 
ple, againſt ſuch erroneous and unworthy notions. ** 7 
pale not unto your fathers, nor commanded them, in the 

« gay that I brought them out of the Land of Egypt, con- 
« cerning burnt-offerings or ſacrifices k. It not my de- 
« ſign, that they ſhould acquieſce in the ſhadow, and 


- babe, Gal. iv. 1, 3. And the ceremonial inſtitutions have been 
ſtyled, with as much truth as ingenuity, Evangelium elementare & 


Freliminare. 
1 Cor. iii. 1. 


f This ſeems to be our LORD 's meaning, when he ſays to 
Nicodemus, I I have told you earthly things. He had bee treating 
of that internal ſpiritnal reo vation, which is the root and ſpring of 
all holineſs. He had beem ſpeaking of that divine SPIRIT, wh 
gracious and almighty agency produces this deſirable change, The 
pature of the former was repreſented, under the fimilitude of « bir:5 ; 
by which we enter upon a new ſtate, and habituate ourſelves to new 
practices, pleaſures, purſuits. The operations of the latter were 
deſcribed, by the common and well 'knoum properties of he wid. 
— This he mentions as a plain and familiar method of teachinę: 
this he oppoſes to the more elevated ſrain of telling him heave 1 
things ; or delivering refined and exalted truths, not accommodate. 
to a low capacity, not brought within the compaſs of an infantile 
underſtanding, by an aſſimilation to ſeuſible objects. John iii. 12. 


«neglect: 
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4 negle the ſubſtance. I never intended, that they 
& ſhould reſt in the porch ; but paſs through theſe infe- 
« rior ordinances, to much ſublimer things. CHRIST 
« and ſpiritual bleſſings were principally in my view. 
„Jo which all the Mo/aical uſages were relative, ſub- 
% ſervient, and one continual manuduction.“ — Conſi- 
dered in this light; as bearing a reference to the ever- 
bleſſed ME DiA TOR; as emblems of his perſon, or 
pledges of his grace; they acquire a real magnificence, 
and convey the moſt ſalutary leſſons. | 
The blood put upon the tip of the right-ear, and the 
thumb of the right-hand, denotes our perſonal applica- 
tion of the death of CHRIST. Without which all 
its virtue, though boundleſs and inconceivable, will pro- 
fit us nothing. 'Thoſe particular parts of the body, may 
ſignify the perceptive and executive faculties: in both 
which we offend, and for both which we need the great 
propitiation.——Of the two birds you mention, one was 
to be 4i//ed, the other was to fly away, after it had been 
dipped in the blood of its fellow. Thus the LORD 
: JESUS was flain for our ſins: and we being waſhed 
K in his blood; being intereſted in the atonement of our 
ö holy victim, and elder brother; are acquitted from guilt, 
and eſcape condemnation.— Concerning the paſchal lamb, 
it was particularly enjoined ; That the fleſh Huld not be 
eaten raw nor ſodden with water, but roafted with fre. 
As to every offering from the herd or from the flock, 
the fat and the inwards were, by an expreſs command 
af GOD, delivered up to the devouring flame. All 
this was an emblem of that tremendous indignation, 
which is poured out lite fire *; which ſeized our immacu- 
late SACRIFICE, that it might pare polluted fin- 
ners; and which muſt have conſumed utterly any medi- 
ator, who was leis than infinite, or other than divine, 
- Had you, when unacquainted with experimental phi- 
loſophy, beheld our renowned Newton, blowing, with 
t aſſiduity and attention, his little watery bladders 
into the air ; you would, probably, have deſpiſed the ve- 
nerable philoſopher, and have thought him an Hoary 
Neat. But when you was made to underſtand, that, in 


4 Nah. 1, 6. 


; 


every 


»# 


* 
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every one of thoſe volatile ſoapy bubbles, he diſcovered 


the beauteous colours of the rain-bow; that, from this 
ſeemingly childiſh experiment, he explained the forma- 
tion of the fineſt appearance in nature; you would then 
entertain a different notion both of the man and of his 
employ:—So, when you diſcern the bleſſed JESUS, 
looking forth at theſe windows, and ſhewing himfelf through 
theſe lattices “ of the Fewiſh economy; you will, I hope, 


conceive a higher opinion of them, and derive richer 


advantage from them. Ws 
Ther. There are ſeveral perſons, as well as ritual ob- 
ſervances, of a very ſingular character, mentioned in the 
Moſaic law. The leper, for inſtance, the Natarite, with 
others of the fame antiquated and groteſque ſtamp. 
Theſe are not only mentioned, but their caſe is very cir- 
cumſtantially, and with no ſmall ſolemnity deſcribed. 
All which ſeem, to me at leaſt, ſo many pompous, but 
unmeaning narratives; that convey no manner of edifi- 
cation to readers in the preſent age.—1I have frequently 
had an inclination, and now I have a proper opportu- 
nity, to aſk your opinion upon theſe points. 
Aſp. I am obliged to you, Theron, for giving me the 
hint. What you propoſe, is by no means — to the 
topic of our diſcourſe. Thoſe perſons were truly re- 
markable; neither are the peculiarities of their caſe re- 
corded in vain. They picture out, in diſinal and delight- 
Jul colours, the ſinner and the SAVIOUR.—To 
know ourſelves, and to know CHRIST, is true wiſ 
dom; is indeed the conſummation of all knowledge. 
Here, we have a lecture of hieroglyphical inſtruction, on 
both thoſe important ſubjects. 

The Jeper + was an emblem of a /ſmer.—His diſeaſe 
extremely afflictive to himſelf, and intolerably loathſome 


Cantic. it. 9. The word, in the firſt edition, is flouriſving 
rough. It was taken from the Hebrew, without «conſulting the 
Engliſb Bible, and is a literal trauſla ion of py, which ſignifies 
more than barely ſbewing, himſelf ; ſhewing bimſelf with luſtre and 


beauty, Like a delicate flower, in its moſt blooming ſtate, and all 


its gloſſy colours. — Yet flouriſhing through lattices ; manifeſting him- 
ſelf, not completely, but in part; co ing fome, while he reveals 
much, of his mediatorial glory. 

+ Ser Lev. Chap. iii, xiv. 
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to others. Sin likewiſe is the ſore? of all miſeries, to 
the wretch who commits it; and moſt deteftably odious, 
to the GOD who forbids it.— The leger was ſecluded 
from the benefits of ſociety, and all communication with 
his fellow-citizens. The finner alſo, while impenitenr 
and unpardoned, is an alien from the commonwealth of 
Ifrael* ; without any enjoyment of the comforts, or any 
iatereſt in the privileges of the goſpel. If he dies in 
this condition, he muſt be for ever ſhut out from the 
kingdom of heaven; for ever cut of trom the preſence 
of the LORD. | ö 

The contagion was ſometimes ſo peſtilent, that it not 
only tainted the clothes of the diſeaſed, but ſpread it- 
ſelf over the walls of his houſe, and infected the timber 
of the beams. It was ſometimes ſo inveterate, that there 
was no other poſſible way of eradicating it, but only by 
burning the garment, and demoliſhing the building. 
Does not this give us a clear, but melancholy view, of 
ariginal corruption? Which has transfuſed its poiſon, 
through all the faculties of the ſoul, and all the mem - 
bers of the body. Nor will ever be entirely expelled, 
till death releaſes the former, and conſigns the latter to 
the duſt. | 

What could cure this terrible diſtemper, even in its 
mildeſt ſtate? Not all the balm of Gilead; not all the 
drugs on a thouſand hills: nothing but the conſecrated 
oil and ſacrificial blood, duly applied by the high-prieſt. 
And what can heal the diſorders of our fallen fouls? So 
far heal them, as to purge away their guilt and ſubdue 
the prevalence of their iniquities? No acts of mortifica- 
tion, no vigilance, nor any efforts of our own; nothing 
but the atoning death, and ſanctiging SPIRIT of the 
bleſſed JESUS. The malignity and virulence of this 
plague of the heart, are abſolutely incorrigible by any 
other remedy. But, bleſſed be divine grace, this reme- 
dy, provided by our great HIGH-PRIEST, and 
adminiſtered by our great PHY SICTIAN, is ſove- 
. is infallible. | | oy 

he caſe of the Nazarites was + the very reverſe of 

the ſtate of the /epers. Her Nazarites, Jeremiah ſays, 


pb. ii. 16. + Sce Numb. Chap. vi. 
'Vot. I. H were 
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evere purer than ſnow, they awere whiter than milk ; they 
were more ruddy in body than rubies, their poliſhing was of 
fappbires *. A faint repreſentation of the only begotten 
S ON, who is the faireſt among ten thouſand ; the bright- 
neſs of his FATHER'*s glory, and the expreſs i- 
mage of his perſon ; both GOD and man in one ſacred, 
wonderful, adorable 8 A V IO U R.—They, during the 
time of their ſeparation, abſtained from wine ; withdrew 
from ſecular buſineſs; avoided every kind of pollution; 
and dedicated themſelves, in an eſpecial manner, to the 
ſervice of GOD. A type of that glorious NAZA- 
RITE, who was ſeparated, for a ſeaſon, from the frui- 
tions of heaven: who was holy, harmleſs, and undefil- 
ed, both 'in his nature and all his converſation ; who 
ſan&ified himſelf, and devoted his life and labours, his 
foul and body, to the glory of his FATHER, and 
the redemption of his people.— The MNazarites, even 
when they had diſcharged their vow, and were ceremo- 
nially clean, yet were obliged to offer a ſin- offering, a 
burnt- offering, and a peace-offering. $0, the great R E- 
DEEMER, though he had perfedQ/ abeyed all the pre- 
ceptive parts of the divine law, yet was required to of- 
fer up a facrifice—even the incomparably precious ſacri- 
Ace of himſelf in order to conſummate the work of our 


ſalvation. | 


: Ther. Have you a ſufficient warrant, for this ſtrain 
of interpretation? Is it fund, is it rational, or conform- 
able to any authentic ſtandard of ſcriptural expoſition ? 
Methinks, it looks more like the child of fancy, than the 
offspring of judgment; more like the ſally of a ſportive 
imagination, than the reſult of a ſober diſquiſition. 

. You cannot be ignorant, Aſpaſio, how the ruling 
paſſion tinctures the whole conduct. Hence it is, I ap- 
prehend, that your religions inamoratoes find heavenly 
beauties, where ſcripture intended no more than na- 
tural truths. Hence it is, that they turn plain facts in- 
to profound figures, and allegorize common ſenſe into 


Nious abſurdity. Have you never ſeen the myſtic inter- 


Lam. iv, 7. "oP 
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tions of ſome antient, and I may add, ſome mo- 
dern divines? The honeſty of their deſign is tranſparent, 
and the piety of their hearts is unqueſtionable; other- 
wiſe, we Thould be tempted to ſuſpect, that they meant 
to burleſque the ſcriptures, and diſgrace their author. 
Who can ever perſuade himſelf, that the ſupremely wiſe 
GOD, would fend us to ſearch for a body of divinity, 
in a hunde of rad,? Or ſet us to ſpin all the myſteries of 
Chriſtianity, from a few fleeces of wool, ring-/treaked, 
ſpeckled, and fpotted * ? Thus to expound the ſeriptures, 
is not to open them clearly, and apply them judiciouſ- 
ly, but rather to whip them into froth r. 
Aſp. We have the authority of our LO RD himſelf. 
Who has informed us That the brazer ſerpent litted up 
in the wilderneſs t, was figurative of his own” ſuſpen- 
ſion and death on the crois.— That the temple, built on 
mount Sion, was typical of his immaculate body, in 
which dwelt all the fulneſs of the GOD HE AD ||.— 
That the prophet Jonah, lodged in the belly of the 
whale, and diſcharged from that ſtrange confinement, on 
the third day 5; was an emblem of his own deſcending 
into the grave, and rifing again before his fleſh ſaw cor- 
ruption. 5 | 
We have alſo the teſtimony and the practice of the. 
chiefeſt of the apoſtles, for our warrant. Speaking of 
Hagar and Sarah, he expreſsly ſays ; which things are an 
allegiry. A figurative tranſaction; where one thing is 
done, another deſigned ; or the apparent hiſtory, com- 
prehends a latent myſtery.—He aſſures us, that the roc& 
mitten by Moſes, had a reference to-: CHRIST Sg; 
who was wounded for our ſins, and: is the foundation of 
our hopes. That the waters, iſſuing at the ſtroke, were 
lignificative of thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings, which flow from 
acrucihed SA V LOUR:; That, as the former follow- 
ed the ſons of ]:icob, through all the circumvolutions 
of their tedious journey; the latter accompany the diſ- 


| * Gen. xx. 39. 
t — uſed to call ſuch far fetched and unnatural allegories, 
m ſcripturæ. 
t John ii. 14. John ii. 19, 21. Col. ii; g. 
$ Matt, Xii. 39, 40. N $ 1 Cor. x. 4. 
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ciples of FESUS, in every ſtage of their earthly pil- 
grimage. Let the great teacher of the Genti/es be our 
expolitor z and we ſhall fee the ver of the temple digniti- 
ed with a fignificancy, richer far than its coftly mate- 
rials, and curious workmanſhip. Its ſilk and embroi- 
dery exhibit, to the eye of faith, the pure and ſpotleſs 
tieſh of CHRIST“. As, by rending the material 
veil, the holy of holies became viſible and acceſſible; ſo, 
by piercing the body, and ſpilling the blood of CHRIST, 
the GOD of heaven was manifz/ted in all his goodneſs, 
and the kingdom of heaven was opened to all believers. 

Every reader muſt admire thoſe divided waves ; which, 
inſtead of overwhelming the Iſraelites with a reſiſtleſs 
deluge, ſtood hke a of defence on their right- hand, 
and on their left, as they marched throughthe depths of 
the ſea. Every reader muſt admire that ſuſpended cloud, 
which ſpread itſelf like a ſpacious canopy over the hoſts 
of Iſrael; and ſcreened them from the annoying ſun- 
beams, as they paſſed through the ſultry deſert f. Our 
admiration muſt be heightened, when we find that which 
was a cloud by day, becoming a pillar of fire by night; 
and illuminating their camp with the moſt amazing, as 
well as the moit cheering ſplendor. —But St. Paul dit- 
cerned a greater glory, and a deeper deſign, in theſe un- 
paralleled events. Ihe people, he ſays, were baptized 
unto Meſer, in the cloud and in the ſea . Theſe ſymbo- 


lically repreſented, the baptiſm of water and of fire; or 


the application of CHR 18S T's blood to our ſouls, and 
the efficacy of his SPIRIT on onr hearts. In the 
former of which, conſiſts our juſtification z, from the 
latter of which proceeds our ſanctification. 

I fear, you would think my diſcourſe, ſomewhat like 
the journey juſt now mentioned, if I was to touch upon 
the ordinances of the civil conſtitution. The ox not to 
be muzzled, in treading out the corn ; was a virtual 


_— 


®* Heb. x. 20. 

+ It is ſaid; that the Iſraelites, paſſing through the deſerts of A- 
radia, ſaw not a green tree, nor a ſhady ſpot, for many months. If 
ſo, this miraculous cloud, this grand umbrella, muſt be unſpeak- 
ably ſerviceable and refreſhing. | 

+ x Cor. x. 2. Deut. xxv. 4. 1 Cor, ix. 9, 10. 


proviſion 
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proviſion for the maintenance of miniſters, who labour 
in the word and ds&rine. The fields not to be ſowed 
with divers kinds of ſeed, linen and woollen not to be 
intermingfed in the ſame manufacture , ſeem to pro- 
hibit all diſſimilar and unnatural combinations, eſpeci- 
ally of a believer and infidel in the bond of marriage, 
or of human righteouſneſs and divine in the caſe of 
juſtification. Theſe particulars, with others of the 
ſame nature, I paſs over. But I mutt not wholly omit 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, which is the moſt unexcep- 
tionable vindication, as well as the faultleſs model, of 
allegoricahexpoſition. | 

It is delightful to obſerve, what propriety of addreſs 
the inſpired writer uſes. He ſpeaks to the Jews in 
their own way; alludes: to their own uſages, ordinan- 
ces, and ceremonies; proves them to be types of, aud 

uides to, a more clear,. a more a and in all re- 
peas a more excellent * economy. ore particularly 
he diſplays the tranſcendent ſuperiority. of CHRIST 
and his gifts even to thoſe perſons and privileges, which. 
they held in the higheſt eſteem. Theſe, like the moru- 
ing- ſtar, were introductory to, yet totally eclipſed by 
the riſing ſun. 

They had exalted apprehenſions of the angelic excel - 
lencies. The apoſtle therefore celebrates the R E-- 
DEEME R, as the LOR D whom angels obey, as 
the GO D whom angels adore.— They always reckon- 
ed Moſes to be the hi favourite of heaven, and chief. 


+ Levit. xix. 19. | 
® He ſtyles the legal oblations, and indeed the whole ſervice of 
the Jewiſh ſanctuary, ihe example and ſhadow of heavenly things, or 
of CHRIST JESUS, and evangelical worſhip, and ſpiritual | 
bleſſings, Heb. viii. S T the. pattern, ſomewhat like the 
ſtrokes, penciled out upon a piece of fine linen, which preſent you 
with the figure of ſprigs, of leaves, and of flowers, but have not 
yet received their ſplendid colours, their curious ſhades, and beau- 
tiful enrichments, from the labours of the needle —ZLxics a ſpas 
dowy repreſentation, which gives you ſome dim and imperfect idea 
of the body, but not the fine features, not the diſtinguiſhing air, 
none of thoſe living graces, which adorn the real perfon.—Yet both 
the pattern and the ſhadow lead our minds to ſomething nobler than 
themſelves : the pattern to that which completes it; ſhadow to 
that which occaſſons it. | 


of among. 
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among the children of men. He lets them know, that 
Moſes, with all his extraordinary endowments, was 
but a ſervant in the houſe of JESUS. It was his 

eſt honour to miniſter unto this Prince of peace. 
—As the prieſthood and facritices were ſome of their 
diſtinguiſhing privileges, he ſhews the pre-eminence of 
CHRIS T's office to all the Aaronic orders. He de- 
monſtrates the extenſive and everlaſting efficacy of hi; 
one atonement, in preference to every form, and the 
whole temporary ſeries of Levitical oblations. 

Ther. 'Thus interpreted, I muſt acknowledge, the 
book of Levitical ceremonies is /ignifcant and edifying ; 
whereas, abſtracted from this evangelical improvement, 
nothing can be more empty and jejune. I once thought, 
that to peruſe thoſe obſolete canons was like fitting 
down to an entertainment of dry bones. But, if fuck 
be their import, they may yield marrow and fatneſs to 
the attentive mind. 

Due care, however, ſhould be taken not to ſuppoſe 
a type, where there is no apparent foundation of ana- 
| logy in the thing itſelf, or no hint of this nature given 
us by the unerrmg SPIRIT, left, inſtead of being 
guided by truth, we are bewildered by fancy :—And, 
when either or both theſe handles preſent themſelves, I 
think, we ſhould beware of ſtraining the ſubject beyond. 
the hounds of a juft and reaſonable compariſon, leſt, in- 
ttead of following the clue, we ſtretch it till it breaks. 
— If the firſt caution is not obferved, the ſenſe of 
ſcripture will he ſo deep, or be removed to ſuch a diſ- 
tance, that none but perſons of the moſt acute diſcern- 
ment can find it, or none but perſons of the moſt ex- 
curfive imagination can reach it. If the ſecond is not 
regarded, the meaning of thoſe divine volumes will be- 
come ſo vague, and volatile, that there will hardly re- 
main any poſlibility of aſcertaining or fixing it. 

Aſp. As to the expedience and neceflity of theſe can- 
tionary limitations , I have the pleaſure: of agreeing 

entirely 


The cautions, neceſſary to be uſed on this occaſion, are more 

piouſly and very particularly laid down by Witſius in his Mi- 
lanea, pag. 673, Cc. Concerning which rules, our elegant and 
judicious author obſer ves; He ſunt allegoricarum et typicarum inter- 
| pretationum 


— 
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entirely with my friend. Let our fancy ſubmit to the 
reins of judgment, otherwiſe her excurſions will be 
wild and laauleſt. Let our zeal borrow the eyes of diſ- 
cretion, otherwiſe her efforts will be b/ind and extrava- 


gant. And let all, thus tempered, thus regulated, be 


under the influence of enlightening grace. Then, to 
ſpiritualize the ancient ſcriptures, will be to convert 
the ſtones of the ſanctuary into the jewels of a crown, 
and to fetch, not water only, but milk and honey, 
from the flinty rock. 

Then, how pleaſing muſt it be, as well as inſtructive, 
to diſcover the bleſſed JESUS in all the inſtitutions of 
the Moſaic law + :—To ſee his incarnation prefigured 
by the feaſt of zahernacles *, when the Ifraelites were 
to relinquiſh their houſes, and lodge in booths ; even 
as the SON of GOD left the boſom of his FA- 
THER, and the feats of bliſs, to mhabit a cottage 
of clay, and ſojourn in a vale of tears : To ſee our 
ſpotleſs and divine VIC TIM, typically flain at the 
joyful ſolemnity of the paſſover, and the anniverfary faſt 
of expiation :—-To ſee his death, that ineftimable ran- 
ſom for our ſouls, preſented to our faith in ev@y morn- 
ing and evening /acrifice þ ; his interceſſion, that pre- 
vailing recommendation of our prayers, moſt ſweetly 
— by the rich incenſe, which attended the ſacred 
rite:. To ſee the various methods of purification ; ſome 
pointing at the fountain ꝗ for fin and for uncleanneſs; 
opened in our REDEEMER's bleeding heart ; 
others referring to thoſe ſanctifying operations of the 
SPIRIT), which act as a refiner”s fire , or as fuller*s 
frap : — To fee in the city of refuge 9 that inviolable 


Sy leges. Duibus ſpretis neglectiſſue, ſi quis ingenio ſus i a- 
wigeat, ipſeque ſibi myllicos ſenſus excrgitet, ut ea que ſunt FM] ¾mu lo- 
cutiones planæ, in run ænignata [ransformet ; 15 nen ſeuſum Det, 
Jet cerebri ſui obtradit ig menta, et, ut Hieronymus ait, in ſeripturis 
ly mphatico errore verſatur. ; 

＋ Agreeably to the juſt and beautiful obſervation of Theodoret; 


Occ o vepeos te xa ſęa ut, Tavla e Xeiges TA¹,jr £GwyparDnct. 


* 


What the law ſketched out in a ſhadowy draught, CHRIST ex- 
* hibitcd in real life and ſubſtance.” | 


Lev. xxili. 34, 40, 42. 4 Exod. xxix. 38, 39. 
$ Exod. xxix. 4. Numb. zix. 18. Pfal. Ii 7. 
Numb. xxxi. 23. Iſai. iv. 4. $ Numb, xxxv. 17, 12. 
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ſanctuary, that moſt perfect ſecurity, which CHRIST”s 
meritorious ſufferings yield. to the believing, and ten- 
der to every ſinner. | 
Was it ſo very affecting, and ſo very encouraging to 
Eneas, when he beheld the ſtory of the Trojan he- 
roes, pictured upon the walls of the Carthaginian tem- 
ple F? How much greater encouragement and joy 
mult ariſe in the Chriſtian's breaſt, when he perceives 
the amiable lineaments of his everlaſting FRIEND, 
pourtrayed in all the peculiarities. of * Jewiſh wor- 
thip, and in the moſt diſtinguiſhing events of the Jew- 
Hh hiſtory ! This muſt highly ennoble the Bible, and 
inexpreſſibly endear it to our affections. This ſpreads | 
luftre,. life, and glory, through every page of that bleſ- 
ſed book.—Though I would beware of indulging what 
might be called a pious wantonneſs of imagination, yet 
I thould much rather chuſe, in expounding the fcrip- 
tures, to ramble a little with Auguſtine among the. 
groves, the fountains, and the flowers of the goſpel, 
than to ſtumble with. Grotius amidſt the dark and 
| barren deſerts of unevangelical criticiſm. I would ſee, 
or think I ſee my SAVIOUR, where it may not 
perhaps be eaſy to-make out the traces of his dignity to 
the ſatisfaction of a rigorous inquirer, rather than ſhut 


Vi. Eu. I. 454, Cc. Ancas, ſhipwrecked upon a coaſt 
enknown, goes abroad, accompanied with a ſingle friend, in order 
to make diſcoveries; to learn the name of the country, the natute 
of the inhabitanits, and what treatment himſelf and his companions 
were likely to nnd. Wandering in this manner, he enters ſtately 
temple, adorned with hiſtorical paintings: And what are the ſub- 
jects of theſe tine decorations ? T'o his great ſurpriſe, and * ſa- 
tisfaction, he finds them to be the Trojan war, and the exploits of 
his countrymen. This incident affects him. extremely, ditpels his 
22 animates his hopes, and turns his deſpondency into cont:-- 
ence, | 


1 Grotius, it is too well known, could not, or would not ſee the 
perſon and the ſufferings of CHRIST even in the liiid chapter of 
Ifaiah ; no, not in that chapter, where the Earl of Rocheſter fv 
ſuch a. bright and endearing manifeſtation of the RE DEE M- 
ER's grace, as laid the foundation for his extraordinary conver- 
fion. Strange! that a learned and renowned expoſitor ſhould have 
leis ſpiritual diſcernment, ſhould be abundantly more dim-ſightcd, 
(wvarsav), than a diſſolute and infamous libertine. 
| my 


„ 
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my eyes upon the diſplay of his perfections, when they 
beam forth with the molt inviting beauty. 


- Ther. How ſoon is our walk finiſhed ! How imper- 
ceptibly has the time ſtole away !— Theſe garden-gates 
I always uſed to approach with a particular complacen- 
cy. They ſeemed to afford me a welcome retreat from 
the impertinence and vanity of the world. Now, me- 
thinks, I enter them with reluctance, becauſe they are 
likely to put a period to this agreeable converſation. — 
However, as my Aſpaſio enters with me, I am recon- 
ciled, I am ſatisfied. It will be in his power to re- 
ſtore the pleaſure, which muſt now be interrupted : 
And this is what 1 ſhall ere long requeſt, becauſe I 
have not ſpoke my whole mind upon the preſent ſub- 
4 Whenever you think proper, Theron. This is 
to me a favourite ſubject, and not to me only, but to 
incomparably better judges.— The man, who had been 
caught up into the third heavens, and ſeen the viſions 
of GOD, determined. to know nothing but JESUS 
CHRIST and him crucified *.—At the grandeſt aſſem- 
bly, that ever was convened on earth, this furniſhed 
the principal, if not the only topic of converſation.— 
And in that world, where the voice of joy and thankſ- 
giving is perpetually heard, this conſtitutes the burden 
of the ſong, Thou waſt flain, and haſt redeemed us to 
GOD by thy blood 1. | : 


TY — 


* + TT 


DIALOGUE IV. 


Ther. J Musr now defire my Aſpaſio to inform me 

— of whom that grand afſembly conſiſted, 

(which he mentioned in the cloſe of our laſt diſcourſe), 
and where it was convened ? | 

Aſp. Can't you gueſs, Theron ? — Was it in the 

plains of Theſſaly, when Xerxes drew together the 

forces of more than half the known world, and ap- 


* xz Cor. ii. 2. + Rev. v. 9. 
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peared at the head of all the potentates of the eaſt 


Was it in the Roman forum, when the ſenators were 
aſſembled in their robes, and the barbarians took them 
for a ſynod of gods?—No; it was on the mount of 
transfiguration, where the SON of the true GOD, 
the LORD of eternal glory, ſhone forth in ſome of 
his celeſtial and native ſplendour ; with garments white 
as the new-fallen ſnows *, and a countenance bright 
as the meridian ſun ; where he converſed with two of 
his moſt diſtinguiſhed ſaints, juſt come down from the 
regions of bliſs and immortality ; with Moſes the meek 
deliverer of the law, and with Elijah the reſolute re- 
ſtorer of its honours ; where he was attended by three 
of his principal ambaſſadors, who were to be the re- 
formers of mankind, and the lights of the world. 
This, I think, is the moſt venerable and auguſt aſ- 
ſembly, which the annals of hiſtory have recorded. — 
And what was the topic of converſation among theſe 
illuſtrious perſonages?—Not the affairs of ftate, nor the 
revolutions of empire; not the curious refinements of 
literature, nor the wonderful diſcoveries of philoſophy, 
but the ijgnominious and bloody exit , which the divine 
JESUS was ſoon to make at Jeruſalem. — This cir- 


cumſtance, methinks, ſhould recommend the ſubject to 


our frequent diſcourſe, even though it was leſs eminent 
for intrinſic dignity, and comfortable import. 


Talking in this manner, they arrive at the park ; 


which, the moment you enter, fills the view with its 


* Mark ix. 3. The evangeliſt's deſcription is, like the ſcene, 
remarkably bright ; and the gradation of his images is almoſt as wor- 
thy of obſervation as the memorable fact. — The garments were 
white—exceeding white—white as the ſ.ow—whiter than any fuller 
on earth cou'd make them ſurpaſſing all the works of art, equal- 
ling the firſt and fineſt productions of nature. —Nay, ſo great was 
the luſtre, ſo ſweetly yet fo ſtrongly refulgent, that it glytered 


(eſeriſe 51aGo11s) like the lightening, and even dazzled the ſight. 


+ Does not this very delicately, yet-very forcibly intimate, that 
the ſufferings and death of CHRIST were the principal end of 
the Moſaic inſtitutions, and the principal ſubje of the propheti: 
teachings ? For is it not natural to ſuppoſe, that Moſes and Elijah 
intended, when miniſtering on earth, that very thing, which their 
converſation dwelt upon, when they deſcended from heaven? by 
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bold, enlarged, and magnificent ſweep.— It was diver- 
ſiñed with level and riſing ground; here ſcooped into 
mimic amphitheatres, with the deer * —.— on the lit- 
tle ſummit, or ſhooting down the eaſy precipice ; there 
raiſed into gentle hillocks, ſome of which were cano- 
pied with a large, ſpreading, ſolitary oak ; others were 
tufted with a cluſter of tapering and verdant elms. 
Two or three caſcades, gleaming from afar, as they 
poured ae the ſlanting rock, or the graſſy ſlope, 
ave a pleaſing variation to the proſpect; while they 
led the timorous unexperienced fawns with their 
foaming current, and watery roar. — Grandeur and 
ſimplicity ſeemed to be the genius of the place, Every 
thing breathed an air of noble negligence, and artleſs 
majeſty. 

in 4 centre of all roſe a curious, romantic mount. 
Its form was exactly round; ſomewhat like a ſugar- 
loaf, whoſe cone is lopt off a little below the point :— 
Not coeval with nature, but the work of human in- 
duſtry: Thrown up, *tis ſuppoſed, in thoſe perilous 
times, when Britain was alarmed by foreign invaſions, 
or-bled with inteſtine wounds. It was covered all 
around with elJer-ſhrubs, whoſe ranks, gradually ri- 
ſing, and ſpreading ſhade above ſhade, compoſed a 
kind of woody theatre, through which were ſtruck two 
or three ſpiral walks, leading by a gentle aſcent, and 
under embowering verdure, to the ſummit.— At pro- 
per intervals, and on every fide of the hill, were form- 
ed little arbours, with apertures, cut through the 
boughs, to admit a proſpect of the country. — In one 
or other of theſe leafy boxes, you command, at every 
hour of the day, either the enlivening fun, or the re- 
freſhing ſhade.—All along the circling avenues, and 
all around the beauteous reſts, ſprung daffodils, prim- 
roſes, and violets, which, minglng with hyacinths and 
cowſlips, compoſed many a charming piece of natural 

ofaic. 

Tow agreeable, as they climb and wind themſelves 
round the hill, to reflect on the happy change, which has 
now taken place Where ſteely helmets gleamed, or 
brazen ſhields claſhed, the go/dfinches twitter their loves, 
and diſplay their painted — The dens of rapine, 
or 
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or the horrid haunts of bloodſhed, are become the re- 
treats of calm contemplation, and friendly converſe.— 
In yonder lower ſpaces, where the armed troops were 
wont to patrol, from whence they made excurſions to 
ravage the villages, or terrify the ſwains, the fallow- 
deer trip lightly, or the ftull-headed ſtags ſtand at bay. 
From a ſmall eminence, but at a conſiderable dil- 
tance, guſhed a couple of ſprings, which, rambling 
through a grove, loſt one another in the ſhady Jaby- 
rinth. Emerging at length from the gloom, they ap- 

ched nearer and nearer, and fell into embraces at 
the foot of this hill. They rolled, in amicable con- 
junction, along the pebbly channel, which incircles its 
baſis, and added their ober melody to the ſprightly war- 
bling of the birds. Flowing off in one common itream, 
they formed the ſine pieces of water, which beautified 
the park. From thence they ſtole into the meadow, 
and videned into a river. There, enamoured as it 
were with each other, they glide by wealthy towns, 
and fweep h flowery vales, regardleſs of the 
blooming toys, which deck the one, and of the noiſy 
crowds, which throng the other. 

So, ſaid Aſpaſio, may Theron and his“ Selina, plea- 
ſing and pleaſed with each other, paſs through the bu- 
ſy and the amuſing ſcenes of life, neither captivated by 
the one, nor-anxiens for the other. With ſuch har- 
monious agreement, and indiſſoluble union, may they 
purſue the courſe, marked out by Providence, their 


happineſs increaſing, and their uſefulneſs enlarging, as 


they draw-nearer the ocean of all good. Then, part» 
ed by a gentle ſtroke of fate, like the waters of ſome 
ample ſtream ſevered by the piers of an intervening 
bridge, may they ſpeedily reunite ! — reunite in con- 
ſummate bliſs, and never be ſeparated more! 


Ther. I thank you, Aſpaſio, for your affectionate 
compliment: Nor can I wiſh you, by way of return, 
a greater recompence than the continual exerciſe of 
ſuch a benevolent temper ; for to exerciſe benevolence is 
to enjoy the moſt refined and exalted pleafure, ſuch as 
makes the neareſt approaches to the felicity of the bo, 
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nal Mind, who, as the ſcripture moſt beautifully ſpeaks, 
has pleaſure in the proſperity of his ſervants. EY 

But, while we are ſeated on this mount, our ſitua- 
tion reminds us of (what you juſt now mentioned) the 
grand conference relating to the death of CHRIST; 
an event, for which you have indeed accounted, but 
in 2 manner not-the molt honourablg to the divine at- 
tributes. ry 

Aſp. I have repreſented it as a ranſom for our ſouls, 
and a ſacrifice for our fins. It you diſapprove my ac- 
connt, be pleaſed to favour me with your own. — For 
what purpoſe, according to your opinion, did that ever- 
bleſſed PERS ON die? | 

Ther. To confirm the truth of his doctrine, and leave 
us a pattern of the molt perſect reſignation. 
Aſp. And is this all? Shall we thus impoveriſh the 
riches of grace ?—Was this notion defenſible, it could 
never be defirable. But it has as little to ſupport it, as 
it has to recommend it: For, upon ſuch a ſuppoſi- 
tion, where is the difference between the death of 
CHIRST, and the death of the martyrs ? They con- 
firmed the truth of the goſpel. In their ſufferings was 
obedience and reſignation, the ſame in quality, though 
not in degree. Upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, what beneft 
could the ancient patriarchs receive from the RE- 
DEEMER, ſince none could be improved by the 
example of his patience, or the pattern of his obedience, 
till they were actually exhibited ?!ﬀ”»>—Or how could 
CHRIST be ſtyled The LAMB flain from the un- 
dation of the world * ? The advantages of whoſe death 
commenced from the very beginning, as they will be 
prolonged even to the end of time. | 

Not to depend on conſequential arguments, let us 
hear the expreſs declaration of our divine MASTER 
bimſelf ; This 4s my blood, which is ſhed For what? 
To give credibility to my goſpel, or yield an example 
of entire reſignation ? Rather r the remiſſion of ins +. 
Will any one attempt to make the remiſſion of ſins, 
and the propoſal of a pattern or the ratification of a 
doctrine, ſynonimous terms ?—They, who can torture 


2 ® Rev. Tiii. 8. 1 Matt. xxvi. 28. 
Vor. I, I and 
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and tranſmute the genuine ſenſe of words at this extra- 
ordinary rate, may metamorphoſe any expreſſion into 
any meaning. | 

If then we would conſider our LOR D's death in 
its due amplitude, we muſt conſider it, both as a pat- 
tern of piety,/ and as a ranſom for ſinners. We mutt 
neither e nor confound theſe very diſtin, yet 
very conſiſtent effects. | 

Ther. Is it not inconſiſtent with the acknowledged 
principles of juſtice, that the innocent ſhould be puniſh- 
ed inſtead of the offender ? 

Aſp. If the innocent perſon has an ab/olute power 
over his own life, w///ing/y ſubſtitutes himſelf in the 
place of the guilty, and by his vicarious ſufferings ful- 
ly anſwers all the purpoſes of a righteous government; 
in this caſe, which was the caſe with our LORD, 
I ſee nat the leaſt repugnancy to the rules of juſtice. 

'The Bible, that authentic tranſcript of the counſels 
of Heaven, avows, and, by avowing, vindicates the 
practice; The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all *, Wben all we like ſheep had gone aſtray, and 

| | were 


* Ifai. liii. 6. W rn made ts meet, or fall upon, in an hoſtile, 
vindictive manner; with a deſign to take vengeance, or inflict 
death, as an armed man falls upon his enemy, or the fierce lion on 
1 lamb. This is by far the moſt uſual fignification of the 

ſe. | 

N J could not obſerve, without ſurpriſe and ſorrow, the late at- 
tempt of a learned writer, 40 interpret away the force and ſpirit of 
this text. He ſays, ** The word we tranfiate hath laid is the ſame 
that we render meet, Exod. xxiti. 4. If thou meet thine enemy's 
© ox er afs ging aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurety bring them back to him again. 
And the meaning is, By him the LORD hath cauſed to mect 
1 pag ſtop the iniquaties of us all, wherein we have wandered from 
«c im.” " , 

To this I might object, that, though the verb in each paſſage is 
the ſame, the conſtruction is by no means parallel. The prefix 2 
occurs in one caſe, is omitted in the other.— I might farther in- 

uire, whether the language of this interpretation be-conformable to 

e laws of grammar, and ſuch as ſufficiently expreſſes, what I ſup- 
poſe is intended, The LORD cauſed out iniquities to be met, 
4% and to be ſtopped.” But theſe particulars I wave, and ſhall on- 
ly examine, whether the /enſe is ſuitable to ſcripture. According 
to this gentleman's idea, the prophet's doQrine is as follows: Our 
« ſins were running away, like a ſtray ſheep, or like a —_— 
4% ox. But they were met by CHRIST, who graciouſly turn 


„% them 
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were expoſed to the ſtroke of vengeance, as thoſe wan- 
dering creatures. to the ravenous beaſt, the good 
SHEPHERD interpoſed, and the juſt GOD made 
that vengeance to fall upon him, which mult otherwiſe 
have been executed upon us.—#e ſuffered, ſays another 
inſpired writer, the juſt for the unjuſt |, that, by expia- 
ting our guilt, he might bring. us t GO D—now to his 
gracious favour—hereafter to his bliſsful preſence. 

You will permit me to add a paſſage from our com- 
mon favourite Milton, becauſe it is no leſs beautiful in 
itſelf, than it is pertinent to the occaſion, mult pleaie 
the critic, and may expound the apoſtle. — ME S- 
SIAH, pleading in behalf of fallen man, thus ad- 


4 


dreſſes his Almighty FATHER; 


— Man, dead in ſiut and bot, 
Atonement for himfelf, or offering meet | 
(dndebted and undone I hath none 10 ig 14 1 29 
Behold me then !; Ie for him! Life for lie 
J offer. On me let thine anger fall. 
Account me man: I for his ſake will, lea 

Thy boſom, and this glory next to thee 

Freely put off, and for him laſily die 

Well-pleas'd ; on me let death wreak-all his rago t. 


them back, and reſtored them to their rightful owner. To avoid 
this glaring impropriety, our author has added a kind of ſalvo, to- 
turn us back to himſelf, who is the Shepherd of ſouls.” But this: 
is to depart from the prophet's ſubject, 24 is ſpeaking not of us, 
but of our iniquities.. This is to depart from the tenour of his 'own- 
explication': If he adheres to the clue, which he borrows from the 
book of Exodus, what I have repreſents. is the unavoidable conſe- 
quence. | 79 Ja. | 

See ! to what wretched ſhifts,. diſhonourable to the word of 
GOD, and even to the art of criticiſm, ey muſt have recourſe, 
who refuſe to acknowledge the real ſubſtitution, of CHRIST in our 
ſtead, and the proper atonement made by his death !--How much 
more like a true critic, and like a true Chriſtian, has Vitringa ex- 
plained the paſſage! Cum nos inſtar om diſperſarum eſſemus in er- 
roribus, et pena criminum notrorum, inſtar Jupi aut beſtiæ voracis nas 
perſequeretur ad exitium : intervenit ſeruus 7E HOYA juſtus, qui 
lam penam in ſe ſuſcepit ; in quem irruit ad necem uſyue ; guigue 
_ medius inter pæ uam et nos, candem penam talit, et nos ab exitio/ 
vindicavit. 


1 Pet. iii. 18. t ML r. book ill. 233. 
L 2 Ther” 


* 
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Ther. The fine imagination of a poet will hardly paſs 
for a deciſive argument. When we are ſearching after 
truth, ue mult attend-to the dictates of reaſon, not fol- 
low the vagaries of fancy: And reaſon, Aſpaſio, re- 
monſtrates againſt your notion of a vicarions ſacrifice : 
Reaſon! that primary guide, and final teſt, both in 
eiſcovering and determining the ſenſe of ſcripture. 

App. Suppoſe you then, my dear Theron, that none 
are in poſſeſſion of reaſon but the pupils of Socinus, and 
the zealots for deim or that none make uſe of reaſon 
in their religious inquiries but men of this mould ? 


Wrong not the Chriſtian, think not reaſon yours ; 
Tu reaſon our great MASTER holds fo dear ; 

Tis reaſon's injur*d rights his wrath reſents ; 

*T is reaſon' voice obey'd his glories crown. 
Tyre reaſon's wounds alone thy faith can die *. 


Poets, you ſee, are far from diſclaiming reaſon. 
Equally far is Chriſtianity from diſearding the /ober, 
the /ardified uſe of this noble faculty. When reaſon is 
under the influence and direQion- of the Divine S PI- 
KIT, we have the ſame high opinion of her excellence 
as yourſelf; and, when thus regulated, we have, I 
am perſuaded, the ſanction of her authority for all our 
ſentiments. | 

Reaſon, as ſne operated in the ſages of the heathen 
world, inſtead of rejecting, approved and adopted this 
very ſcheme ;z approved it, even under the difadvan- 
tage of a. mutilated and defective, or rather of a per- 
verted and dead form. The current language of the 
claſſic authors, and ahnoſt every hiſtorian of Greece 
and Rome, are vouchers for the truth of this obſerva- 
tion F.—As the Gentiles were unanimous in the cuſtom 
of offering ſacrifices, and equally unanimous in ſuppo- 
ſing their vicarious nature, ſo alſo are the Jewiſh wri- 
ters. | 

Ther. What man of ſenſe pays any regard to tha 
Jewiſh writers ? Legendary they are, and extravagant 
to the laſt degree. Dotards L might call them, rather 
than writers. 


* Night-Thoughts, N. IV. 
I See the note in dialogue ili. p. 84, 85. 
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Aſp. They are, I believe, extravagant enough in 
their comments upon ſcripture. But they relate, with 
ſufficient exactneſs and fidelity, the prevailing belief of 
their nation. In this caſe, their teſtimony is as unex- 
ceptionable, as in the other their notions are chimeri- 
cal.-Now, had it been a miſtaken belief, ſurely our 
bleſſed LORD, that i»/a//i/e judge, and impartial re- 
prover, would have teltified his diſapprobation of it. 


- Surely his diſciples, who were actuated by the anerring 


and undaunted ſpirit of their MASTER, would have 
entered their proteſt againit it. Surely St. Paul, in 
his epiſtle to that very people, and in his treatiſe on 
that very ſubject, would have ſet himſelf to rectify ſuch 
an error, and have weeded out the tares, before he 
ſowed the good ſeed. But there is not the leaſt hint 
of this kind in all the diſcourſes of our SAVIOUR,. 
or in all the writings of his apoſtles. 

They ſpeak to a people, who were acouſtomed to- 
look upon their ſacrifices as piacular oblations , and: 
4 typical expiation of guilt. They ſpeak of our R E-. 
DEEMER's crucifixion, and the benefits of his 


death, in thoſe ſacrificial terms, which were of current” 


uſe, and e/tabli/hed ſignifieation. If therefore the po- 
pular opinion was improper, their manner of expreſſion 
and addreſs muſt be caleulated rather to authenticate 
error, than to propagate truth: — So that I think, 
even the ſilence of the inſpired penman on this occaſion: 
is but little inferior to a loud atteſtation. Did they on- 
ly ſay nothing againſt the doctrine of ſatisfaction by ſa- 
crifice; it would, in effect, and circumſtances conſider. 
ed, be ſaying abundanee for it. — But they are very co- 
pious and explicit upon the point. 

Ther. Where are they ſo copious? If you have ſuch 
a heap of their allegations, it will be eaſy to pick out- 
a few, and give us a ſpecimen. - 

Ap. It is as eaſy, Theron, as it is delightful, 
MESSIAH Fall be cut af, ſays the prophet Daniel, 
bat nit for himſelf F.—For whom then, and for what? 

aiah informs us concerning both: For the' tranſgreſtan 

This, I dare promiſe the learned reader, he will find inconteſ- 


tably proved by Outram in his treatiſe de ſacrificiis,” 
a + Dan. IX. 26. 
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of my people was he ftricten *. — Becauſe this is an arti- 
cle of the laſt importance, it is repeated, it is confirm- 
ed, it is explained with the moſt remarkable particul:- 
rity 35 He was wennde for our tranſpreſſims ; he was 
bruifed for gur iniquitier ; the chaftiſement of our prac? 
was upon'him t, and with his ſtripes we are healed f.— 
Our LO RD himſelf aſſerts the ſame truth in the very 
ſame ſtyle, I am the pood Shepherd, and lay down. my liſe 
for the ſheep |}. St. Paul in a multitude of paſſages ſets 
his ſeal to this momentous doctrine. — St. Peter main- 
tains it in very forcible words, hv his own ſelf bare our 
ſims in his ow body on the tree g. 

The facred writers not only aſſert this capital arti- 
cle, but uſe every diverſity of ſpeech, in order to give 
it the fulleſt evidence, and the ſtrongeſt eſtabliſhment : 
He mage reconciliation for the fins of the people I. F E- 
SUSCHRIST the Righteous: is the propitiation „r 
our fins . He loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in 
tis own blood tt. He was made fin for us, though he tue 
w fm ſis. 

Ther. No body makes any objection to theſe texts. 
But the ſenſe, the true ſanſe of fuch phraſes, is the thing 
in queſtion. | : | 33 

Aſþ. What you call the queſtion, to me appears ſo 
plain, as not to want a deciſion, or admit of a doubt. 
However, ſince you ſeem to demand a critical ſcruti- 


/ © © Tai, ni. 8. | 

+ The chaſtiſement of our peace, the puniſhment neceſſary to make 
our peace with GOD, was upon him, (Oy. This form of expreſ 
ſion is uſed, Judg. xix. 20. Pſal. Ivi. 13. In the former place, it 
ſignifies a voluntary engagement to perform a friendly office. In the 
latter, it implies the neceſſity of performing what is thus undertaken, 
Both the ideas ſeem to be eomprehended in the preſent paſlage. 
Our LORD willingly engaged to ſupply our wants, and pay our 
debts 3 which, when once undertaken, he lay under an obligation 
ty execute. | 

4 Tfai. Iii. 5. / John x. 15. | 

& x Pet. ii. 24. Very forcible words indeed. O- > — tv 


r cl 45/8 He bare—himſelf bare our ſins—in his own Jo- 
dy: Intended, one would imagine, to make the article of our 
1.0 R D's vicarious ſufferings, clear beyond all miſappreheuſion, 
and ſure beyond all doubt. 
+ Heb. ii. 17. #t 1 John ii. 2. 4} Rev. i. 5. 
2 Cor. v. 21. | 
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»y, it will not be thought pedantic, if I make an ob- 
ſervation or two upon the original languages: or ra- 
ther, as you are not acquainted with the Hebrew, upon 
that language, of which you yourſelf are a judge and 
maſter. . | | 

If one died for all, then were all dead. The prepoſition 
vr4e, in this connection, mult neceſſarily ſignify more 
than, * on our account, or tor our advantage.” Becauſe, 
if it be taken in this unſettled rambling ſenſe, the apo- 
ſtle's argument is vague and inconcluſive.— In caſe our 
LO RD had ſuffered, only to free us from ſome e- 
evil, and procure us ſome benefit 3?? this would by no 
means imply, that a/l were dead; under the ſentence of 
condemnation ; obnoxious and doomed to death *. The 
utmoſt you can infer from ſuch premiſes, is, that all 
ſtood in need of a deliverance from ſome evil, or wanted 
the procurement of ſome good. Whereas, ſuppoſe the 
ſacred writer to intend, that our ILO R D's death was 
truly vicarious, and undergone in our ſtead ;- that he 
ſuffered, what was our due, and our doom; then, the 
reaſoning is juſt, and the inference undeniable. 

He gave himſelſ, avlidlgev urig æαανε , a ranſom for 
all. If this does not imply the notion of vicarious, I very. 
much queſtion, whether language itſelf can expreſs it.— 
Allęer, is a ranſom ; which conveys-a vicarious ſenſe, in 
its moſt common and authoriſed. acceptation,—As., 
which is equivalent to i»/fead{}, more. fully aſcertains 
and ſtrengthens the idea. — Tig, which is tranflated 


® 2 Cor. v. 14. Should any chuſe to tranſlate the words, Es 645 
vie rale ce, ag o ute ur ανjEH/c If one died for all, 
then all ta ne died ; T'have no ohjection to make. Here the idea cf 
vicarious ſuffering, or vicarious pay ment, preſents itſelf with great 
tranſparency. As though the ap:ſ{tte had Laid ; “If one hath ſufler- 
* ed, or been puniſhed for all; then all, in effect, have ſuffered, 
© or been puniſhed. Or, to take in the nation of debt, if one hath 
made full payment fer twenty infelvent debtors, then all the twen- 
&« ty have, according to the acknowledged rules of law and cquity, 
* made the full payment.” | | 

| + 1 Tim. ti. 6. 

t Ali, Matt, ii. 22. By this word the Septuagint tranſlate the 
Hebrew Tyr. And that p77 denotes the ſubſtitution of one inſtead 
of another, no ſludent of the ſacred language u ill venture to deny. 
See Gen, xxii. 13. 2 Sam. xvili. 33. 2 Kings x. 24. F 

ory 
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„and denotes a ſubſtitution of one in the place of a- 
nother *.. This added-to all, renders the expreſſion as 


determinate and emphatical as poſſible. Emphatical to. 


declare the vicarious nature of our LORD 's death. 
That it was really endured in our ſtead; and thus made 
ſatisfaction for our fins; thus ranſomed us from death 
eternal.. | 


Shall I argue from a more obvious topic; which has 


no ſuch dependence, on the preciſe ſignificancy of the 
original ?—Surely,. ſays the prophet. He ſpeaks with 
vehemence, as of an affair which is very weighty. He 
| ſpeaks with confidence, as of a fact which is very cer- 
tain. He hath borne our griefs, and carried our forrows f. 
What can this mean, but he hath taken upon himſelt 


that afflition, and hoſe miſeries, which properly belong- 


'® Aropeebes vrrg Xu. e beſeech you in CHRIS T's ſtead, 
2 Cor. v. 20.—lvx urig en Nane, tots That in thy ſtead be mig't 
have miniſtered unto me, Philem. ver. 13. As I was conſidering the 
force of this argument, a perſon of ſome diſtinction, but of a ma- 
lignant gloomy aſpect, came in my way. He deſired 1 would intro- 
duce him to Theron and Aſpaſio, as an evidence for fixing the ſig- 
nification of vie, when relative to the death of CHRIST.—I mut 
confeſs, I did not like either his character or his aſpect; and cannot 
certainly tell, whether any perſon has made uſe of him on this oc- 
caſion. But St. goa ſtood by, and faid; ** introduce him. He 
% propheiies in this inſtance.” — Perhaps, the reader is at a loſs to 
um whom I mean, To keep him no _— in ſuſpenſe, I mean 

iaphas the high-prieſt. He bears the following teſtimony: le 
1SEXPEDIENT FOR Us, THAT oN Max Dit FOR Tu 
PEOPLE, AND THAT THE WHOLE NATION PERISH NO. 
Nou, as to periſh lignifies, not only to die, but to die miſerably ;. 
if one man dies for the people, that the people may not die miſer- 
ably, he faves them from death, by dying himfelf; and wazt is 
this, but to die in their ftead? See John xi. 80. 

To this teſtimony from the mouth of an enemy, let me add an 
atteſtation under the hand of ous friends, and then leave the impar- 
tial reader to determine, concerning the validity of all. Ihus writes 
Clemens Romanus; To aca wavTg dn vTig new Inc. 


X8:5@» 0 Kvei®- nuwr, 55 Ti Tagra vie Th Tags nw), 
*% Tv yn UT'*2 T Vo n Epiſt. 1. ad Corinth.— 
Exactly to the ſame purpoſe Juſtin the martyr expreſſes himſelf; 
Alles Tov i0iov vier ermidslo Avlger use nay, Tov PANT urig 4 
Kr, TOY &X4%01 bfr r x, TOY 014,440) erte rn 0LKW), 


70» A νν rem geilen. Epiſt. ad Diogn. 
* + Ia. iti. „ . 2 
* 


ealled by that name. 
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ed to us ?—Let us read on, and this meaning will pre- 
ſent ĩtſelf in the cteareſt view. We did eſteem him ſtricł- 
en, ſmitten of GOD, and aflicted: We took him for a 
real malefactor, and thought chat he was punithed for 
his «wr miſconduct.— In oppoſition to which injurious 
and falſe ſurmiſe, it is added; but he was wounded fir 
our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities. True 
it is, that he was wounded, not only by tranſgreſſors, 
but /r or on account of tranſgreſſions. Yet not any com- 
mitted by himſelf, but thoſe committed by us.— May TI 
not here borrow the prophet's language, and fay with 
an air of certainty ? Surely, this is the plaineſt proof in 
the world, that our ſins were the meritorious cauſe of 
CHRIST's ſufferings. And if our fins were the me- 
ritorious cauſe. of his ſufferings, then they muſt be char- 
ged upon him, and puniſhed in him. | 
St. Paul affirms, that CHRIST has delivered us 
from the carſe of the taw *, How? By taking our place, 
and enduring what we deſerved. Or, as the apoſtle 
himſelf ſpeaks, to the ſame effect, but in a much more 
expreſſive manner, by being mide a curſe for us. Does 
not this evidently denote both a commutation of perſons, 
and a tranſlation of puniſhment ? He ſuffered, who was 
innocent; not ave, who are guilty, —He alſo ſuffered 
thats very ſentence, which the law denounced on us. 
For, it is written, Curſed is every one that continueth not 
in all things Þ ; to this we were obnoxious. It is writ- 
ten again, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a free ; 
to this CHRIST ſubmitted. Now if CHRIS Ten- 
dured that very curſe, which we deſerved: if, by this 
means, he delivered us from a malediction : either this 
muit be ſuffering in our Head, or elle nothing can be 


Shall 


* Gal. iii. 13. + Deut. xxvii. 26. Gal. iti. 13. 

This (ſays Dr. South, in his ſmart manner) is ſpoke ſo plaiu 
* and loud by the univerſal voice of the whole book of GOD, that 
« ſcripture muſt be crucified as well as CHRIST, to give any other 
*. tolerable ſenſe of the expreſſions. — And not ſcripture only, but 
the common import of language. What ſays Mezentius ? when his 
fon, interpoſing in his behalf, is ſlain by Kucas. * 


— — Pra 


% 
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Shall I deſcend lower ſtill, and refer our point to the 
determination of .i{literate men ?—Aſk any of your ſe- 
rious tenants, what ideas ariſe in their minds, upon the 
peruſal of the aforementioned texts ]I dare venture to 
foretel, that, artleſs and unimproved as their under- 
ſtandings are, they will not hefitate for an anſwer, 
They will neither complain of obſcurity, nor aſk the aſ- 
ſiſtance of learning. But will 7 mediately diſcern, in 
all theſe paſſages, a gracious REDEEMER ſuffer- 
ing in their Read z and, by his bitter, but expiatory 
paſſion, procuring the pardon of their ſins.—Nay far- 
ther; as they are not accnſtomed to the fineſſes of cri- - 
ticiſm, I apprehend, they will be at a loſs to conceive, 
how it is poſſible to underſtand ſuch paſſages in any o- 
ther ſenſe. | be, 

Say not, this is an improper appeal; or theſe are in- 
competent judges. The ſeriptures were written for 
their edification z not to exerciſe the ingenuity of ſubtle 
diſputants, but to inſtruct the meaneſt of mankind in 
the way of ſalvation. Therefore, on fundamental ar- 
ticles, we may aſſuredly conclude, the expreſſion will be 
eaſy, and the doctrine perſpicuous: ſo that he who runs 


may read, and the way-faring men, though fools *, ſhall 


a—— Pro me hoſtili. paterer ſuccedere dextræ 
Dem genui? Tuanc bc geuitor, per vuluera fervor ? 
| Morte tug vivens ? | 


Here, the father is ſaved by his ſon's wennde: Ines by his ſon's 
death, How, and in what manner? By @ ſubſtitution of one in- 
ſtead of the other; by the ſon's ſuferiug, what muſt other wiſe have 
fallen upon the fathey.—Should the Socinian interpreters try the 
fame experiment on theſe lines of Virgil, which they make upon, 
paſſages of a parallel ſignification in ſcripture z is there a critic in. 
the whole world that could approve, that cui endure, ſuch flagrant 
violations of grammar, ſenſe, and taſte !—Yet I believe, there is no- 
ſincere Chriſtiaa, but would readily and gratefully ſay ; 


Pro me ultrici ſuccedere dextre 


Digna/ii. Tua, CHRISTE DEUS, fer walnera ſcruor; 
Morte tus vivens. 

* Ifai xxxv. 8. The word fools, ſeems to denote perſons of . 
underſtanding, and dall apprehenſion; as Luke xxiv. 25. Or elſe it 
ſignifies thoſe, who, for want of a cultivated education and the im- 
provements of literature, are accounicd fools by the ſons of ſcience ;: 
#3 1 Cor. i. 22. 


net 
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mt err therein. And, though I am far from under- 
valuing the aids of literature, yet, upon theſe momen- 


tous ſubjects, which are inſeparably connected with our 


eternal felicity, I cannot but regard the common ſenſe of 
plain, honeſt, hnmble Chriſtians, as the, very belt of 
critics. ROLE 

Ther. It has been ſaid by a earned critic, that vica- 
rious puniſhment or ſuffering, gives us too low ideas of 
the SON of GOD, as it links them to the pain and 
ſuffering of a malefactor, the very meaneſt idea we can 


have of them. a 


/ſþ. Be the idea ever ſo mean, it is plainly ſuggeſted 


by the word of prophecy ; and fully ſupported, by the 


atteſtation of ſacred hiſtory, In that it was foretold, 
and in thi it is recorded, that he was numbered with 
tramſgreſſors *.—And not only by his accuſers, who cal- 
led him a glutton, a drunkard, a ſeducer of the people. 
Not only by his executioners, who led him forth to die 
with malefactors, and crucified him between two thieves. 
But by his almighty FATHER alſo. By him 
CH RIST was made finF: by him the only begotten 
BON was treated as a tranſgreflor : by his hand and 
his counſel delivered he was, to endure the vengeance 
due-to the vileſt miſcreants. | | 
Yes, my dear Theron; that glorious PERSON 
whom the higheſt angel adores, “ ſuffered, as if he had 
been the criminal, the pain and puniſhment, which 
« we, or equivalent to that which we, the real crimi- 
© nals, ſhould have ſuffered.”—1If, to conſider this, 
gives us a low idea; if, to ſuffer this, was a deep a- 
baſement ; how exceedingly high, and how immenſely 


grand, is the goodneſs and the grace manifeſted there- 


in! The lower you draw the arrow on the ſtring, the 
loftier flight it makes in the ſky. And the greater our 
LOR D's humiliation for us, the more wonderful and 
adorable his love to us. 

Ther. As there cannot be a vicarious guilt, or as no 
one can be guilty in the ſtead of another, ſo there can- 
not be a vicarious puniſhment, or no one can be puniſh- 


* Iſai, Iii. 12. Luke xxii. 37. + 2 Cor. v. 21, 
4 Ads iv. 28. a 


ed 
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ed inſtead of another. Becauſe puniſhment, in its very 
nature, connotes guilt in the perſon who bears it. 

Aſp. If you mean by guilt, the conſciouſneſs of hav- 
ing committed a fin, and the internal defilement conſe- 
quent upon it, we never ſuppoſe ſuch a vicarious guilt. It 
is not ſomuch as intimated, that CHRIST was ſtung 
with the remorſe, or ſtained with the pollution, of the 
adulterous David, the perfidious Peter, and the perſe- 
cuting Saul. But that he was treated by the righteous 
GOD, as if he had perpetrated theſe, and all the 
- crimes of all believers, either in the paſt or ſucceeding 

ages. 
11 by guilt you mean (what, I think, is the true 
meaning of the word) the charge of a criminal action, 
and the obligation to ſuffer penalty, your aſſertion is no- 
thing more than begging the queſtion. It nakedly aſ- 
firms the very thing in debate. And bare affirmations, 
unſupported by evidence, are ſeldom admitted as deci- 
ſive proofs. We, on the other hand, are inclined to 
believe, that all our criminal actions were charged up- 
on CHRIST; and that he ſuffered the puniſhment, 
which they deſerved. The former of theſe, is not ſo 

ly called vicarious, as real guilt; reſulting from 
ſins, committed by one, imputed to another. The lat- 
ter we readily allow to be vicarious puniſhment, ſuſtained 
in their ſtead, whoſe fins were imputed. For both theſe 
points, we have the authority of truth itſelf, ſpeaking in 
the ſcriptures. The LORD laid on him the iniquitics 
of us all; here is the imputation. CHRIST has re- 
deemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
ug here is the vicarious puniſhment. And you know, 
to what caſuilts we ſubmit the interpretation of theſe 
texts —common ſenſe, and an honeſt heart. 

- Ther. Is not this ſhocting to ſuppoſe? horrid to affirm ? 
If fin was really imputed to CHRIST, and guilt is 
the reſult of ſuch imputation, then puniſhment was his 
due juſtice might inſiſt upon it—and he could not eſ- 
cape it. | 

. To ſuppoſe this, is ſo far from ſhocking my ap- 
prehenſion, that it appears, even on your own princi- 
ples, right and neceffary.—Right, becauſe puniſhment, 
as you yourſelf have declared, always connotes guilt A 

* | | wou 
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would add, ariſing either from crimes committed, or 
from crimes imputed. Indeed, the ſufferings of 
CHRIST could not be of a penal nature, unleſs he 
endured them as under a charge of fin, and in a ſtate of 
guilt.— It is neceſſary to ſuppoſe this, otherwiſe how will 
you vindicate the juſtice of GOD? He bid his fword 
awake, and {mite * the bleſſed ] ESU.S. But ſuall the 
JUDGE of all the earth do wrong? Shall he ſmite, 
where there is nothing but innocence? No 1m, either 

rſonal or imputed? That be far from him] The 
thought be far from us ! 

Whereas, upon this ſuppoſition, it becomes a / and 
righteous thing, that -G () D ſhould inflit the moſt ri- 

rous puniſhment ; or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, ſhould 
condemn and puniſh /in in the feſb ſ of his SO N.— I do 
not know,, but this might be the cauſe of our LORD's 
filence, when he was accuſed at Pilate's bar, and at He- 
rod's judgment · ſeat. It is probable, he conſidered him- 


| ſelf as ſtanding before a higher tribunal; and reſpoſi- 


ble to eternal Juſtice, for the-crimesof all his people. In 
this ſituation, and in this capacity, clear himſelf of per- 
fonal demerit he could; clear himſelf of imputed iniquity 
he could not. Therefore he was dumb; like a convicted 
and guilty perſon, he opened not his mouth. For 
though, as the SON of the moſt high GOD, glory 
and immortality were his undoubted right; yet, as 
SURETY for ſinful men, tribulation and death -were 
his condign portion. 

And why thould this be thought ſhocking.? It is not 
the leaſt derogation to the tranſcendent -excellency of 
CHRIST. It caſts not the ꝗeaſt ſtain on the unſpot- 


ted ſanctity, either of his nature, or his life.— To bear 


fin, as a voluntary ſurety, is infinitely different from 
committing it, as an actual tranſgreſſor. Io fay, that 
CHR IST was puniſhed for any miſconduct of Hit can, 
would be falſe, impious, and horrid. Jo ſay, that he 
was charged with our ſinful omiſſions and commilſ:- 
ons; that he endured the puniſhment due—in the plain 
and full ſenſe of the word due to them all; is fo far 


from being injurious to his dignity, that it pays the 


Zech. xiii, 7. + Rom. viii. 3. 
Vor. 1. K proper 
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proper honour to his »ediatorial undertaking. It pays 
him the honour of—the higheſt obedience to his F A- 
THER'*s will—the deepeſt humiliation of his own i!- 
luſtrious perſon—and the moſt bonndleſs benevolence to 
mankind. | 


Ther. GOD is love Afpaſio, all love. Whereas 
you would— | | 

Aſp. —not often interrupt a friend's diſcourſe. But 
I cannot forbear interpoſing a query, on this occaſion. — 
Is there, then, no 7% diſpleaſure in the DEITY? 
What meaneth that ſolemn denunciation of the ſupreme 
LAWGIVER? The anger of the LO R D ſhall pricke 
againſt fuch a nan. What meaneth that awful decla- 
ration of the apoſtle? The wrath of GOD i, revealed 

rom heaven, upon all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſy 5 
e +.—Or, in what ſenſe are 2 to 3 
ing interrogatory of the prophet? Who can ftand before 
his indignation }?—W hence could thoſe avenging viſita- 
tions proceed, which deftroyed Bodom and Gomorrah 
with a tempeſt of fire ||? Which fwept away ſo many 
thouſands of the polluted Iſraelites with a raging peſti- 
lence? And conſigned over ſo many millions © of re- 
bellious angels to chains of darneſs ? 

Burely, 3 if there be any determinate ſignifi - 
cation in * if any leſſon to be learnt from the 
moſt tremendous judgments? it is, that the LORD, 
though free from all the diſcompoſure of paſſion, is ne- 


Deut. x*ix. 20. + Rom. i. 18, Nah. i. 6. 
[ Gen. X 1 24. £ Numb. xxv. 9. 


* Millions—The number of the fallen angels is no where ſpecifi. 
ed; and the veil fits deep upon the ſpiritual world; ſo that we can 
ſee no farther, than Revelation has diſcovered. Yet, I think, there 
is ſufficient room to ground a conjecture, upen the reply which one 
of thoſe execrable apoſtates made to our LORD. My name is Le- 
zien; (a word ſignifying a great multitude, five or ſix thouſand) for 
we are miny. If ſo many were employed in tempting and torment- 
ing a ſingle perſon, what armies, what myriads of thoſe inviſible e- 
nemies, muit exiſt through univerſal nature !—lt is an alarming 
thought; ſhould make us fly to our divine PROTECTOR, and 
almighty DELIVERER, See Mark v. 9. and 2 Pet. ii. 4. | 


vertheheſt 


E » 
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vertheleſs angry with the wicked* ; and will make impe- 
nitent offenders feel the effects of his holy indignation. 
- Ther. Does not your doctrine repreient the all- men- 
ciful GOD, as a rigorous being ? Who, when once dii- 
pleaſed, will hardly bs pacified? Whereas, the LGRD 
himſelf declares by his prophet ; /ury is not in me — 
Men of ſatyrical wit would be apt to infinuate, that yon 
had miſtaken EH OV AH for Moloch; and was e- 
recting a Chriſtian church in the valley of the ſon of 
Hinnom. | 
Aſp. We take our repreſentations of GOD, not from 
the vain conjectures of men, but from the records of in- 
fallible truth. There he is deſcribed, as a righteous 
GOD; a jea/ous GOD); and, to incorrigible ſinners, 
a conſuming fire #,— Though wonderfully condeſcending, 
yet tranſcendently majeltic. Inſomuch, that none of the 
fallen race are permitted to approach his throne, but 
only through the intervention of a great ME DLA'TOR ||. 
Though unſpeakably merciful, yet inflexibly juſt. In- 
ſomuch that, without ſhedding of blood, even the blood 
of a PERSON higher than the heavens, there is 20 


remiſſion ꝙᷓ of any offences. - 


— * 1 * 3 


When the LOR D ſays, fury is not in me J, the words 
have a peculiar reference to his church: which, in a. 
preceding verſe, he had deſcribed as a v/zcyardof red wine. 
From his church, from his own people, his fierce anger 
is turned away, on account of the ſatisfaction made by: 

their SAVIOUR. Though his own people are the 
objects, not of his indignation, but of his love, let no 
ungodly wretches audaciouſly preſume. It is not fo with 
them. They are the briars and thorns , mentioned in 
the next clauſe :. cumberers of the ground, unprofitable. 


There is a fine contraſt between the vines and the thorns ; at 
the ſame time a regular continuation of the metaphor. As nothing 
5 more common, than to ſee the latter ſhooting up amidſt the ſor- 


mer; ſo nothing is more common, than to have hypocrites inte- 
mingle chemſelves with believers. 


; &5. they. 


\ 


. and noxious. Them he warns ; them he challenges; 
: Wha will ſet them in battle againſt me? Let them come on ;. 
e a b | 

; * Pſal. vii. 11. Deut. ix. 8. | 

p dl. xx. 5. f Heb. xii. 29. John xiv. 6 — 
. $ Heb. ix. 22. Heb. vii. 26. E ai. xxvii. 4. 

4 
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they ſhall find it a fearſul thing, to fall into the hands 
of the living GO D.—Nay ; he will not ſtay for their 
approach: { wil! march againſt them“, is his threaten- 
ing; I will paſs through them; I will burn them together. 
— This will certainly be the caſe, if not im the preſent, 
vet in a future world. When once the maſter of the 
Houſe is riſen up, andhas ſhut to the door, mercy is gone 
for ever. Then nothing muſt be expected, nothing will 
then be experieneed, but: vengeance and fiery indignation, 
to devour the adverſaries of the goſpel. G0 D. will then 
execute judgments, on every ſoul of man, that has per- 
ſiſted in evil. With ſuch awful ſeverity will he execute 


them, as ſhall cauſe heaven to adore, and hell to trem- 


ble. 

Vet in all this, there is not the leaſt tincture of haz 
outrageous temper, which in man we properly call fury. 
In man fury implies an immoderate degree of reſent- 
ment, which will hearken to no reaſoning, and accede 
to no terms. The goſpel account proves, even to a de- 
monſtration, that this has no place in the divine na- 
ture. So far from it, that G O D, though highly pro- 
voked, has provided an atonement—has made overtures 
of reconciliation to his diſobedient creatures—has even 
beſought I a guilty world, to accept of forgiveneſs. This 
is the purport of that gracious invitation, which follows 
in the prophet. Let him, let the wicked man, take hold of 
my ſtrength : let him fly to my crucified SON, who is 
the power of GO for the ſalvation of ſinners ; cleav- 
ing to his merits by faith, as ſome poor delinquent to 


+ 2 Cor. v. 20. it was an inſtarce of ſingular compaſſion in the 
bleſſed G OD, that, though «ffended with Job's friends, he admit- 
tel of a ſacrifice, and directed them to an interceſſor, both typi- 
eal of CHRIST JESUS. But what unparalleled condeſcenſion, 
and divinely tender mercies, ?re diſplayed in this verſe? As though 
GOD did brſeech you by us : We pray you in CHRIST's ſtead, be 
ye recouciled to G D - Did the judge ever befeech a condemned 
criminal to accept of pardon ? Does the creditor, at any time, be- 
feech a ruined debtor, to receive an acquittance in full? Yet our al- 
mighty LORD, and our eternal JUDGE, not only vouchſafes to 
offer theſe bleſſings, but invites us—intreats u- with the molt af- 


ſectionate im portunity beſeeches us Lot to reject them! 


the 
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the horns of the altar“. Thus he ſhall make peace; 
all his iniquities thall be forgiven, and all my diſpleaſure 
ſhall be pacified.—So that the inſinuations of your ſa- 
tyrical gentlemen, are as egregiouſly miſtaken, as they 
are ſhockingly worded. 

You are a man of ſenſe, Theron; and eſteem that 
character, far above the idle reputation of a wi. As 
ſuch, let me aſk yqq ſeriouſly; Is it not for the honour 
of the divine MAJESTY, to exerciſe juſtice, as well. 
as mercy? Always to pardon, and never to puniſh, would. 
be tameneſs, rather than benignity ; a renunciation of ho- 
lineſs, rather than a diſplay of goodneſs. —Or, can it be 
right in us, ſo extravagantly to magniſy the amiable, as 
to depreciate, nay even annihilate, the a attributes 
of the D'E I T Y ?—This, ſays a poet, is the theology, 
not of Chriſtians, but of infidels ; 


Who ſet at odds heaven” s jarring attributes, 
And with one excellence another wound ; 

Maim heaven's perfection, break-its equal beams, 
Bid mercy triumph over—G D hinsfelf, 
Undeified by their opprobrious praiſe : 

A GOD all mercy.is a GOD unjuſi F. 


Der. But we have lately been told, that the parti- 
cular grace of the LAW GIVE R is not obſtructed 
by any demands of law and juſtice. For he can ſet 
them aſide, 

Aſp. What! Set aſide a law, which is holy, righte- 
ons, and good !-—Set aſide a juſtice, which is eternal, 
inflexible,. and-infinite!—St. Paul gives a very different 
folution of this difficulty. . He tells us-—not that GOD 
ſet aſide. his law and his-juſtice—but that he:/e forth the 
bleſſed JESUS for a propitiation.. With this expreſs 
deſign, that he might declare his righteouſneſs t; mi ght 
demonſtrate, not only his clemency, but his juſtice ; e- 


This is the precife idea included in the original 3pm; and the 
idea is as comfortable, as the image is expreſſive. Iſai. xxvii. 5. 
1 Kings i. 50. , 


T Night Thoughts, N. IV. t Rom, ili, 25. 
K 3 ven 
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ven that vindictive juſtice, whoſe nature is, to abhor, 
and whoſe office, to puniſh fin. 

This ſeems to be the import of the word righteouſneſs, 
in the preſent connection. And more than ſeems, if 
we conſult the following verſe. To declare, I ſay, at thi; 
time his righteouſneſs; that he might be juſt *, evidence 
himſelf to be ſtrictly and inviolably righteous, in the ad- 
miniſtration of his government; even while he is the 
all-forgiving gracious JUSTIFIER the ſinner, 
that believeth in JES US.—According to this plan, 
mercy and truth meet together; righteouſneſs and peace kiſ; 
each other . All the attributes harmonize; every attri- 
bute is glorified, and not one ſuperſeded, no, not ſo: 
much as clouded. 

Ther. If ſome are verging to one extreme, are not 

you inclining to the other? Our ears tingle, and our 
blood runs chill, at the very thoughts of ſo ſevere a 
vengeance, executed on an object ſo worthy and illuſtri - 
ous. —Belides, how can we ſuppoſe, that the beneficent 
CREATOR and PRESERVER of men, ſhould: 
take pleaſure in the ſufferings of the molt unblameablc. 
perſon that ever exilted? Eſpecially, ſince he himſelf has 
made this tender declaration; I wilt have mercy, and not 
facrifice . 

Aſp. A tender declaration indeed it is: ſignifying, that 
GOD ts better pleaſed with the duties of hum inity and 
charity, than with the moſt coſtly and pompons train 
of ſacrifices. Nay, that he wilt even diſpenſe with the 
obſervance of Hi wx ceremonial inſtitutions, when they 
interfere with our exerciſe of beneficence one to another. 
Thus reſigning (ſo admirable is his goodneſs !) the ſer- 
vices due to himſelf, for the benefit and comfort of his 
creatures. But this has no ſort of relation to the death 
of CHRIST. In which mercy and ſacrifice, were 
not disjoined, but united. Which had, therefore, eve- 


+ Rom. ii. 26. The attribute of juſtice muſt be preſerved invio- 
late. And inviolate it is preſerved; if there was a real infliction of 
puniſhment on our SAVIOUR. Nothing elſe can thorougly clear 
xp this great evangelical paredox—JUST, yzT JUSTIFIER oF 
TEL UNGODLY. | : 

+ Pal. Iaxxv. 10. 4} Matt. ix. 13. 
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ry requiſite, to make it moſt perfectly acceptable to the 
KING of heaven. 

We are aſſured by a prophet, That it pleaſed the 
LORD to bruiſe his holy child JESUS. GOD not 
only gave up his SON to ſufferings, but gave him 
up with a divine complacency *.—In like manner, the 
bleſſed JE S US addreſſed himſelf to the dreadful taſk, 
not only without reluctance, but with the utmoſt ala- 
crityÞ. I delight to do thy will, was the language of 
his ſoul.— Should you aſk, how could the SON take 
pleaſure in undergoing, or the FATHER in inflicting, 
the moſt agonizing ſorrows ? I anſwer, on account of 
that grand ſeries of advantages, which, reſulting from 
thence, will extend—upwards to heaven—downwards 
to earth—forwards through eternity. | 

« A. ſevere vengeance, you ſay, ſuch as makes ou, 


Divine complacency,—This is the idea included in the original 
word yart Ifai. lili. zo. Which is but poorly and faintly repreſent- 
ed by the BVAHA of the Septuagint. It correſponds with the vi- 
gorous phraſe, uſed by the voice from heaven, woxyoax, Matt. iii. 
17; Or, it may be very exactly tranſlated by St. Paul's beautiful 
expreſſion, svegrowlai, Heb. xiii. 16.— In conformity to this ſen- 
timent, the great IEHOVAH is ſaid to ſmell a ſweet favour, or a 
favour of reſt ryrv2 m5 in thoſe ſacrifices, which prefigured the cru- 
eifed JESUS, Gen. viii. 21. 

+ Utms/t alacrity.— There is no incon/i/tency between this aſſertion, 
and our LOR D's ſupplication; FATHER, if it be poſſible, let 
this cup paſs from me : novertheleſs, not my will, but thine be done. 
Own, ſays Origen, us peovor erdidwrelog, tvagioxuues & Toig 
(oubamso:, This was the voice, not only of reſignation, but of ac- 
1 and complacency.— Such a deprecatory requeſt, put up with 
o much earneſtneſs, yet with ſo much ſubmiſſion, betrayed not any 
weakneſs of mind it only ſhewed the reality of our LORD's man- 
hood: that his ſenſations were exactly like ours: that he affected no 
ftoical apathy, but willingly endured, not proudly deſpiſed, tribu- 
lation and anguiſh. Jt demonſtrated likewiſe, beyond the power o 
deſcription, the extreme ſeverity, and almoſt inſupportable weight, 
of our REDEEMER's affliction, 

His tender love to mankind, and fervent zeal for his FATHER's 
glory, prompted him to deſire theſe nar 7 His invincible reſo- 

Idened him to meet them, 
with a generous ardour. Yet they were ſo terrible, that his nature, 
being human, could not but rece:/ a little, at their approach; and, 
—4 not been divine alſo, muſt inevitably have ſunt under the 
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«ears to tingle. This is the very thing intended, to 
awaken and alarm preſumptuous offenders. That they 


may ſee their horrid guilt; ſee their extreme _ 


and trifle no longer with the only method of reconcilia- 
tion. A method, calculated to ſtrike the deepeſt ter- 
ron, even while it cheriſhes the brighteſt hope—ſtrikez 
the deepeſt terror, on every perſevering finner—while it 
cheriſhes the brighteſt hope, in every returning tranſ- 


greſſor. | 
Ther. If one of my ſervants had affronted or injured 


me; I ſhould, upon his ſubmiſſive acknowledgement, 


forgive his fault, and not inſiſt upon ſatisfaction for the 
wrong. Will you make the FATHER of compal- 
ſions, more inexorable in his nature, more rigid in his 
demands, than a human maſter. 


Aſp- When you have a ſervant, that owes his being 


to your power; that has received innumerable benefits 
from your bounty; yet has offered you innumerable at- 
fronts, all attended with the moſt aggravating circum- 
ſtances, and all in defiance of the mt righteous threaten- 
ings—When you are poſſeſſed of immortal. majeſty, and 
incomprehenſible perfection; when truth inviolable, and 
juſtice inflexible, are eſſential to your character Then, 
Theron, the parallel will hold good; and your conduct 
ſhall be a pattern for the procedure of THE MOST 
HIGHEST. | 

Till then, you and I muſt be willing to forgive, be- 
cauſe GOD has made it our bounden duty ; and be- 
cauſe we have incomparably more to be forgiven by the 
JUDGE of the world, than we can poſſibly remit to 
our fellow-creatures. In the mean time, you will al- 
low the great JEHOVAH, who is glorious in bol:- 
neſe, to communicate his heavenly favours, after a man- 
ner becoming himſelf. On ſuch aug and honourabl: 
terms, as ſhall maintain the rights of his univerſal go- 
vernment, and manifeſt the conſummate, the infinite 
rectitude of his nature. 

Ther. Might not GOD have cancelled our tranſ- 
greſſions, and received fallen men into his favour, with- 
out any propitiation ?—To deny this, would be to hi- 
mit the HOLY ONE of Ifrael? and impoſe condi- 
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tions on that uncontroulable Sovereign, Who giveth not 
account of any of his matters.” 

Aſp. We need not embarraſs ourſelves, by enter- 
ing upon inquiries, which may ſeem to lie beyond the 
limits of human underſtanding. Enough for us to 
know, that this propitiation was ab/olutely neceſſary, 


with regard to the firſt covenant. For, as GOD had 
folemnly declared, In the day thou eateſt thereof, dying thou 


ſhalt die; his truth and juſtice ſtood engaged to exe- 


cate the threatening. And no ſecond Adam could re- 
ſtore the firſt, but by taking this curſe upon Himſelf. 


Die man, or juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 


The rigid ſatisfadtion, death for death *. 


Therefore the divine JES US, who lay in the boſom 
of the FATHER, and knew the counſels of heaven, 
ſaid; The ſon of man musT be lifted up on the croſs. 
From which it appears, that a propiciation was indiſ- 


3 requiſite. Becauſe, it was expreſly foretold 


y the ancient prophets (and the ſcripture cannot be 
droken) that the MESSIAH Should be cut off out of 
the land of the living. Becauſe, a variety of types, and 


a multitude of ſacrifices, prefigured his death. One of 


the types, pointed out the very manner -of his ſuffer- 


ing; and all the ſacrifices, detached from their de- 


* MiLToNn, Book III. 210. 

John iii. 14. Ag Toy, &c. The ſame expreſſion is uſed, 
Luke xxiv. 26. Perfectly conformable to this leading truth, is the 
current language both of the law and of the goſpel. Under the law, 
GOD himſclf proteſts; 1 have fworn, that the iniquity of the houſe 
of Eli ſhall not be purged many nana with flaughtered-offering, or 
with meat offering for ener; that is, no kind of oblation ſhall be 
accepted ; the guilt ſhall never be expiated, 1 Sam. ti. 14. Under 
the geſpel, the apoſtle forewarns; If we ſin wilfully, by a final 
apoſtacy from CHRIST, the e remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſins ; 
they are, to ſuch perſons, and in ſuch circumſtances, abſolutely ir- 
remiſſible, Heb. x. 26.— Which phraſes are evidently connected 
with, and founded on, this grand doctrine; that the appointed, 
the only way of obtaining pardon from the righteous G OD, is, by 
che intervention of an expiatory ſacrifice. 


pendence 
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pendence on this great oblation, would have been beg. 
garly elements mere, unavailing, empty ceremonics. 

I apprehend, it is no limitation of the uncontroul- 
able SOVEREIGN, to ſuppoſe him incapable of 
acting otherwiſe, than in perfect and perpetua! conſiſt. 
ency with himfelf, —Neither is it any infringement on 
his abſolute ſovereignty, that He cannot but order all 
affairs, for the honour of his juſtice, his fidelity, and 
each of his exaited perfeftions.—This is the very thing, 
which the ſacred writers expreſs in their plain but 
ſtrong language; G 0 D who cannot lie * He cannt 
deny Himſelf f. PN 


Ther. GOD is often: ſaid to forgive our ſins ; par- 
ticularly, in that ſublime paſſage,, where He proclaims 
his name to Moſes. The LORD, the LORD GOD, 
mereiful and gracious, long-ſufſering, abundant in g294- 
neſs and truth; keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving 
eniquity, tranſoreſſion, and fir. Now, torgiveneis is a 
Free thing. Freeneſs is implied in the very nature ct 
pardon. Take away the former, and you deſtroy the 
latter. —If an equivalent be given, pardon is no long- 
er pardon, but a purchaſe. Forgiveneſs ceaſes to be an 
act of grace, and becomes the payment of a debt. 

Aſp: The text you quote is truly ſublime, and equa!- 
Ly comfortable. But you forget to mention one article 


of very great moment, which cloſes and completes the 


glorious character. Which ſeems added on purpoſe, 


to prevent any wrong apprehenſions of the DEI T V, 
and to guard againſt all abuſe of the doctrine. He 


will in no wiſe clear the guilty . -G OD will not, on 


„Tit. i. 2. 2 Tim. F. 23. 

4 He will in no wiſe clear the gui liy. Exod. xxxiv. 7. This text 
is not without its difficulty, eſpecially in the original.—Steuchus in- 
terprets the words, Et innocens non erit ſine piaculo : He ſhall not 
be acquitted without a piacular ſacrifice.— I think, they may be 
tranſlated, with a little more propriety and exactneſs, thus; P- 
doning iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and ſin, um x xg though he witl by 
no means 2 it ge 4 meaning ſin: which is the immediate 
antecedent ; is expreſſed in the three preceding words; abd may ve- 

ry properly be referred to in this clauſe. Then the ſenſe will be, 
_ & follows; ++ Though G OD pardons fin, yet it (hall not go un- 

» pr-unithicd, 
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any conſideration whatever, abſolve the obſtinate, per- 

ſevering, irreclaimable offender : neither will He ac- 
quit any of the guilty race, abſolutely, unconditional- 
ly, or without ſuch a ſutisfaction, as may repair the 
konour of his injured law. 


f 
We have redemption through his Blond, ſays the apoſtle, 
| 
| 


pen the forgiveneſs of our ſens *. It is forgiveneſs, you ſee, 
though bought witha price. Itisremithon, though pro- 


q cared by blood. It is free, with regard to that ſovereign 

8 BEING, who pardons. For, He was under no ob- 

ligation to admit of a propitiatory ſacrifice; but might, 4 
without any diminution of his dignity, have left all j 


mankind to perith in their fins. —It is free, with re- 


. ard to the obnoxious creatures, who are pardoned. 
8 For, it is vouchſafed, without any ſatisfaction demand- 
; ed at their hands, or any penalty inflicted on heir per- 
. ſons.—It is in this reſpect alſo free; that an intereſt in 
g the great atonement is granted to us, without the leaſt 
A merit, or any deſerwing qualifications of our own. 
f In all this, GOD is not only merciful, but moſt 
e tenderly and inexpreſſibly merciful. And will 
- any one calumniate this majeſtic and venerable method 
1 of exerciſing mercy ? Becauſe proviſion is made for the 
equal glory of truth and holineſs ?—Calumniate! Sure- 
— ty, it becomes us to admire and adore, ſaying with the 
e Plalmiſt 3 Juſtice and judgment are the habitation of thy 
© throne . juſtice ſatisfied, and judgment fully execu- 
7 ted, in the perſon of the MEDIATOR, are the ba- 
2 lis or foundation of thy throne. The foundation, on 
fe 
n puniſhed. He will certainly inflict his righteous vengeance, and 
y * exerciſe his punitive juſtice, though not on the ſinner, whom 
* He ſpares; yet on the SURETY, whom He has provided.“ 
In the ame manner Cocceius renders the paſſage, Kt non exercens 
impunitatem ; and expounds it much to the ſame purpoſe. —We 
xt have this very word, in the ſame remarkable conſtruction, Jer. xxx, 
n- rt. e c 17371; which is tranſlated, T will nat leaue thee alloge- 
ot ther unpuniſbed, Which preciſcly ſignifies, Ab/c]vigg I will not ab- 
he ſolve thee ; and, according to our manner of ſpeaking, imports, 
is I will by no means acquit thee, as innocent. 
by  ®» Eph.i. 7. 
te T Pfal. Ixxxix. 14. The original nap ſignifies a baſts, or ſup port- 
e· r. Which, when applied to a throne, is evidently more proper 
c, than the word bab italian. 5 
n- 
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which thy throne of grace is erected, and from which 
all its adminiſtrations proceed. | 

Ther. Does not your notion of a propitiatory ſacri- 
fice, derogate from the goodneſs of the Almighty FA. 
THER; and transfer all our obligations to the in- 


carnate SON ? 
Aſp. Is there not goodneſs, in al/pwing a ſubſtitute 


to ſuffer in our ſtead ?—lIs there not ſtill greater good- 
neſs, in providing a ſubſtitute tor us, without any ſoll- 
citation on our part — Is there not the very highelt 


exertion of goodneſs, in devoting a dear, an only, an 
incomparably excellent SON ; in devoting HIM to 
the dreadful purpoſe ?—Fhis marvellous ſcheme, far, 
very far from obſcuring, molt illuſtriouſly diſplays, the 
ſuperabundant loving-kindnelſs of the FAT HE R. 
GOD / red the world, apoſtate and polluted as it 
was Hoa did he love it? To a degree, unutterable 
by any _— z inconceivable by any imagination; 
and only to be expreſſed by the infinitely precious et- 
fects. Loved it so, that He gave his only-begotten SON, 
that whoſoever believeth vn Him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting lie. And does this derogate from the 
goodneſs of the Almighty FATHER ? Not barely 
to give pardon and lite, but to give them through the 


hands, nay, through the wounds, the agonies, the 


death of his divineit, deareſt SON ! 

Such privileges, vouchſafed in any way, muſt chal- 
lenge the devouteſt acknowledgments. But, when at- 
tended with this additional demonſtration of favour, 
they inflame us with gratitude, and tranſport us with 
admiration. They not only manifeſt, but + commend 


John iii. 16. 

+ Rom. v. 8. Zuniono:, It ſeems to be an image taken from 
the practice of tradeſmen. Who, in ſhewing their goods, point out 
and enlarge upon their excellencies; ſetting in the cleareſt light, 
whatever may beſpeak their worth, or recommend them to the pur- 
chaſer. —Perhaps, it may allnde to the cuſtom of ſending, with 
fome favourite and worthy perſon, recommendatory letters, In 
which his good qualities are deſcribed ; and every thing is mention- 
ed, that may embelliſh his character, and render his preſence te- 
ſpectable. In this ſenſe St. Paul uſes thoſe nearly related words, 


( vricartiy, (gain, 2 Cor. iis, 
che 
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the divine love : they ſhew it to the greateſt advan- 


tage ; ſhew it in the utmoſt perſection; with every eir- 
cumſtance of grand recommendation, and high en- 


dearment.— By this means, bleſſed GOD, Thou haſt 


unſpeakably enhanced thy benefits! Thou haſt render- 
end them, though invaluable in Hemſelves, exccedingly 


more ſo, by the manner of conferring them! 

Ther. Again in your elevations, Aſpaſio ?—The 
world, you know, is grown very rational and inquiti- 
tive; will admit nothing, but upon clear evidence, and 


full conviction. We expect, therefore, in all religious 


inquiries, not the flights of fancy, or the ſallies of 


zeal ; but a ſobriety of reaſon, and folidity of argu- 


ment. | 

Aſp. The world, rational as it is, ſeems, by the taſte 
of the preſent age, no enemy to works of fancy. The 
world, therefore, may not be diſpleaſed with an affect- 
ing ſtory. And a ſtory, ſuitable to the occafion, juſt 
occurs to my mind. Such as may ſerve to ſhadow 
Forth, though very -Faintly, the ſurpaſſing benignity 
and grace of our cruciſied LORD. 

A certain Aſiatic queen, departing this life, left be- 
Hind her three accomplithed ſons; all arrived to years 
of maturity.— Che young ꝓrinces were at ſtrife, who 


ſhould pay the higheſt reſpect to their royal mother's 


memory. To give ſcope for their generous contention, 
they agreed to meet at the place of herinterment.; and 
there preſent the moſt honourable gift, they knew how 
o deviſe, or were able to procure.— The det came, 
and exhibited a fumptuous monument; conſiſting of 


the richeſt materials, and ornamented with the moſt 


exquiſite workmanſhip. — The /econd ranſacked all the 


. beauties of the blooming creation; and offered a gar- 


land of ſuch admirable colours, and delightful odours, 
as had never been ſeen before. —The youngeft appear- 
ed, without any pompous preparation; having only a 
cryſtal baſon in one hand, and a filver b-dkin in the 
other. As ſoon as he approached, he threw open his 
dreaſt ; pierced a vein, which lay oppoſite to his heart; 


received the: blood in the tranſparent vaſe; and, with 


an air of affectionate reverence, placed-it on the tomb. 
Ahe ſpectators, ſtruck with the ſight, burſt into a 
Vol. I. L h {bout 
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*  Thout of general applauſe ; and immediately gave the 


„ 


Preference to this laſt oblation. ä 

If it was reckoned ſuch a ſingular expreſſion of love 
to expend a ſew cf thoſe precious drops, for the ho- 
nour of a parent; O! how matchleſs! how ineffable 
was the love of JESUS, in pouring out a// his vital 
bicod, for the ſalvation of enemies! 


Ther. My greateſt objection is ſtill to come. —If 
CHRIST ſuffered in our Read ; he muſt ſuffer a; 
very puniſhment, which was due to our iniquities. This 

our orthodox divines affirm to be incomparably worle 
than-bodily death; to be nothing leſs than the ever- 
lating diſpleaſure of GOD. 

Aſp. The puniſhment due to our iniquities, was 
ſhame, death, and the divine wrath. | 

As for ſhame—Was ever ſhame, like that ſhame, 
which our deſpiſed REDEEMER bore ?—Though 
prince of the kings of the earth, yet born in a ſtable, 
and laid in a manger.— When an infant, exiled from 
his own country, and a vagabond in a foreign land. — 
When engaged in the diſcharge of his minittry, accu- 
ſed of the moſt flagitious crimes, and branded with 
the blackeſt names. When brought to his exit, ap- 

rchended as a thief; condemned as a malefactor; 
nay, the vileſt of malefactors, a robber and a murder- 
er, is preferred before him. His executioners poured 
contempt upon all his venerable offices. As a Ling, 
they ridiculed him, by putting a mock- ſceptre into his 
hand; and crowning him with ragged thorns “, in- 
ſtead of a royal diadem. "They vilified his propretic 
character, by hood-winking his eyes; ſtriking his blei- 
ed hend; and then asking, in cruel deriſion, e it 
was that fiele himt. They caſt reproach” upon his 


* To have crowned the ble ſſed J ES US with rau, would have 
been a vile inſult, and treating him like an ambitious madman. 
Bat to crown Him with teen, pangent, laceratiug thorns, was ad- 
ding cruelty to their infults; unheard of barbarity to the moſt con- 
temptucus mockery, - Matt. xxvii. 29. | 

t Ecornfully infinvating, that his ſacred prophetic office was fit 
for nothing, but to ſerge uch deſpicable. purpoſes, Matt. xxxi. 68. 


3 Fuss 
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prieftly undertaking, when they ſharpened their tongues 
with malicious irony, and ſhot out thoſe bitter words 
He. ſaved others, Himſelf he cannat ſav? *. To render 
his infamy as public, as it was thocking, they hung 
Him on a trees and expoſed Him, defiled as He was 
with ſpitting, and disfigured with wounds, to the ga- 
zing eyes and contumelious ſcoſfs of numberleſs ſpec- 


tators. 
If you doubt, whether CHRIST ſuſtained the 
wrath of GOD, let ns follow Him to the garden of 

ethſemanc. A ſcene, which I would always recol- 
let, when I walk along the fertile vale, or expatiate 
amidſt the flowery garden þ, or enjoy the delights of 
any rural retirement. —He had no remorſe, to alarm 
his ſpotleſs conſcience z yet fearfulneſs and trembling 
came upon him. No violence was offered to his ſacred 
perſon ; yet a horrible dread overwhelmed him. —Hz 
was anointed with the oil of gladneſs, above his fel- 
lows . Yet ſo intenſe was his affliction, that it fetch- 
ed tears from his eyes, and forced that melancholy - 
cry from his ps; Ay, foul js ſorrowful; exceeding 
" forrowful ; lorrowiul egen unts death F. — Twas night, 
cold night ; and though our Divine MASTER lay 
proſtrate upon the earth, amidſt the fall of chilling 
dees, He e- He. ſwet h- Vea, fo fore was 
this ſtrange, unſcen conflict, that He ſwet great drops 
ot blood; rung down, in reeking ſtreams, to the 
ground. What cauſe, what adequate cauſe, can be 
allgned for this amazing anguith ? None but the wrath. 
of his Almighty FATHER. Who was now become 
an inexorable JUDGE ; treated Him no longer as 
the SON of his love, but as the SURETY for un- 
numbered millions of guilty creatures. 

Ther. Was it poſſible, that the innocent and holy JE- 
SUS, the dearly-belxved SON of GOD, thould become 
an object of His FATHER's wrath ? 


Matt. xxvit. 41. 
ft Alluding to the evangeliſt's deſcription of Getkſemane, who 
repreſents it as a garden, and to the etymology of the word, 
which ſignifies a fat or fruitful valicy, B'I2w hen John xviii. 1. 
Matt. xxvi. 36. 


+ Pfal. xlv. 7. | Heb. v. 7. § Matt, xxvi. 38. 
n Aſp 
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AP. It was not only poſſible, but unavoidable and 
neceſſary. Unaveidabls, with reſpect to the divine ho- 
lineſs; neceſſary, for the procurement of our redemp- 
tion.—8in was charged upon CHRIST; all the fins 
of all believers, in all ages and places of the world. 
And could the infinitely righteous GOD behold ſuch a 
deluge of iniquities, (thoſc abominable things, which 
He hateth) without expreſſing his diſpleaſure ? Or could 
the bleſſed JESUS be puniſhed, truly puniſhed for them, 
without any painful ſenſation of their horrid evil, and 
of that tremendous indignation which they deſerved ? 

If this was not the caſe, who can maintain the dig- 
nity of his conduct, during the agony in the garden? 
as there no pouring out of the divine diſpleaſure ? 
Then his behaviour in that hour of tryal, did not e- 
qual the mtrepidity of the three Hebrew youths ; who 
continued calm, and without the leaſt perturbation, 
while the furnace was heated into ſeven-fold rage *. 
But if this was: the time, in which, (no created arm 
being ſtrong enough to give the blow) it pleaſed the 
LORD to bruiſe him ; it this was the time, in which 
the molt high GOD bent his bow like an enemy, and 
Hood with his : right-hand as an adverſary. ; it is eaſy, 
very eaſy to account for the prodigious conſternation 
of our REDEEMER. No wonder that his heart, 
though endued with otherwiſe invincible fortitude, 
ſhould become like melting wax. For, who knoweth 
the power of that wrath, at which the pillars of hea- 
ven tremble || ? | 

Ah! Theron; the vinegar and the gall, which they 
gave Him to drink, were not half / bitter, as the cup 
of his FAT HE R's wrath. Vet, for our ſake, He 
drank it off to the very dregs.—The nails,. that pier- 
ced his hands ; the ſpear, that cleft His heart ; were 
not half þ ſharp, as the frowns of his eternal FA- 
THER's countenance.  Which,, for our conſo- 
lation, He patiently ſubmitted to bear. —He was rent 


* Dan. iii. 16, 17, 18. 

+ Hai. liii. 10. The prophet ſays not, It pleaſed the LOR D, 
that wicked men ſhould truife him; but, L pleaſed the LORD him- 
felf 10 brui ſe Him. | f 

1 Law, li. 3. Job xxvi. xr. 


with 
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with wounds, and racked with pain; his bones were 
diſlocated, and his nerves convulſed; a thouſand 
thorny daggers were planted in his temples, and life 
flowed out at ten thouſand guſhing veins. Yet this, 
all this was gentle, was /enient, in compariſon of thoſe 
inexpreſſible agonies, which penetrated his very ſoul. 
The former, drew not a ſingle complaint from his 
mouth : the latter, wrung from his breaking heart that 
pailionate exclamation ; My GOD! My GOD! why 
baſt Tlau forſaken me ?—Altonithing words! Surely, a 
diſtreſs, beyond all imagination grievous *, uttered 
them. Sarely, the vengeance, not of men, but of 
heaven itſelf, extorted them. Every ſyllable of which 


Apeaks, What the mourning prophet deſcribes ; I it no- 


thing to you, all ye that paſs by! Behold and fee ! if there 
be any forroxw like unto my forrow, awherewith the LORD 
hath afflicted me, in the day of his fierce anger f. 

Here, now, is gr whole punithment endured ; the 
ſhame of the croſs, and the ſorrows of death; the ſuſpen- 
ſions of the ALMIGHTY's tavour, and the terrible 


- ſenſations of his wrath. 


Ter. Be it ſo. Yet all this amounts to no more, 
than part of payment. For, theſe ſufferings were 
tranſient ; temporary only, not eternal. Therefore, the 


To heighten our idea of this diſtreſs, the evangeliſts make nfe 
of the m# forcible words—ygZzlo e He was ſeized 


- with the moſt alarming aſtonilhment—gJyworuy, He was over- 


whelmed with inſuppertable dejetlion—x:00uFG», He was beſieged 
on all ſides, as it were, with am army of invading firrows—He 
wreſtled, amidit ſtrong cries and tears, not only with the malice of 
men, and rage of devils, but with the iufigitcly more dreaded in- 
dignation of GOD: He wreſtled even unto an agony of ſpirit, 
& Af All theſe cireumſtances of horror anfl anguiſh, con- 


ſtitute what a celebrated poet very juſtly ſty les, 
A weight of woe more than ten worlds could bear . 


Fhe critir, probably, wilt admire the propriety and beauty of 
this line. Which, compoſed of nothing but monotſyllables, and 
Pages with the frequent repetition of a cumbrous conſonant, 
makes the ſ.und remarkably appoſite to the feuſe.—May we all be 
facred critics! Have, not only a refined taſte, to reliſh ſuch ele- 
gancies of compoſition, but an awakened heart, to feel the energy 
os ſuch important truths ! 

+ Lam. i. 12. h 4 
L 3 main 
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main circumſtance, the moſt bitter ingredient, was. 
wanting. 

AP. In the eſtimate of divine juſtice, and in point 
of penal ſatisfaction, they were equivalent to our end- 
Jeſs puniſhment ®. Eſpecially, if we conſider the ſeve- 
rity of the ſufferings, and the dignity of the SUF- 
FERER. | 

The ſeverity of the ſufferings. Let me illuſtrate this 
point by a compariſon. At the laſt day, all thoſe fierce 
eruptive flames, which have raged in Ætna, in Veſu- 
vius, and in every other burning mountain throughout 
the world —All thoſe confined ſubterranean fires, which 
have ſo terribly ſhaken the foundations of Jamaica, Si- 
cily, and Conſtantinople—In a word; the whole ele- 
ment of fire, however employed through all the revo- 
lations of time, wherever diffuſed through all the re- 
gions of the globe, will then be collected from all quar- 
ters, and burſt forth in one vaſt, reſiſtleſs, general con- 
flagration. In ſome ſuch manner, all that wrath, which 
was due to the innumerable multitude of ſinners, re- 
deemed from every people, and nation; which, if ex- 
ecuted on the offending creatures, had been prolonged 
to eternal ages; all that wrath, contracted into one in- 
conceivably dreadful blaze, was at once poured out up- 
on the internoſing SURETY ;. at once flamed forth 
on our heavenly V IC'TIM'— This will appear more 
than probable, if, among other particulars, . we con- 
template the uncqual magnanimity of our LORD, 
who is ſty led 2% lion of the tribe of Fudah F ; and com- 
pare it with his bloody ſweat in the garden, and his: 
exceeding bitter cry on the croſs 4. 

The d/enity of the SUFFERER.—Had our SA- 
VIOUR's ſufferings been the ſufferings of a mere 


Jia gui dem ut brevis paſſio CRISTI aterne damnandt rum equipol- 
feet: & unius paſſio tot eletlorum myriadibus redimendis ſufficiat.. 
WII 8. in Huub. 2 

| Rev. v. 5. 


t think, the language — the Greek liturgy, is the language of 
ftrict propriety, as well as of fervent devotion, A; i (s 
bg. The ſufferings of our LOR D were, in their mea- 
ſure and weight, vaſt, tremendous, unknown :. abſolutely beyond 
the reach of human imagination, 


man, 
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man, or of the moſt exalted angel, L acknowledge, 
they could have bore no proportion to our demerit. 
But they were the ſufferings of the PRINCE of hea- 
ven, and the LOD of glory: before whom all men 
are as duſt, and all angels as worms. — Was an infi- 
nite MATESTY offended? An infinite ME DIA- 
TOR atoned. Weigh the dignity, the divine digni- 
ity of the REDEEME R's perſon,. againſt the ever- 
ſting duration of our puniſhment. It will not only 
Frounter-balance, but preponderate.—Finite creatures can 
never make an infinite ſatisfaction 3 no, not through 
the moſt unlimited. progreſſion of ages. Whereas,. 
when our LORD undertook the work, being truly 
and properly infinite, He finiſhed it af once. 80 that 
his ſufferings, though. temporary, have an all - ſuſfiei- 
ency of merit and efficacy. They are, in this reſpect, 
adequate; nay, on account of the infinitude. of his na- 
ture, they are more than adequate to an eternity of 
niſhment. 

It was IMMANUEL, it was the incarnate 
GOD, who purchaſed the church, and redeemed ſin- 
ners, with his. own blood *. The immenſe dignity and 
grandeur of our SAVIOUR, communicated their 
ennobling influence, to every tear He ſhed, to every 
ſigh He heaved, to every pang He felt. This renders 
his ſufferings a perfect, as their vicarious nature ren- 
ders them a proper fatisfaftion. And though the. wood 
of Lebanon was not ſufficient to burn, nor all the. beaſts 
thereef” ſufficient for a burnt-offering t; yet this ſacrifice 
fully anſwers the exigence of the caſe. —This ſacrifice 
ſends up an ever-acceptable odour to the ſkies, and 
diffuſes its ſweet perfume through all generations: ſuch 
as appeaſes heaven, and revives the world. 

Yes, Theron; you muſt give me leave to repeat the 

ſublime and delightful truth. It was G OD, the great 


Acts xx. 28. The original words are remarkably emphatical. 
© They expreſs with the utmoſt preciſion, they aſcertain. with the 
= greateſt cogency, the moſt important and precious of all truths, 
Tus tene, Tv. Ole, u TrewTroimoala Tie Ts this us. 
Ide church of GOD, which HE hath purchaſed with Mn own 


PROPER Died. 
4 + Iſai. xl. 16. 
GOD, 
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GOD, even cur SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST, vg 
gave Himſelf for us *. His ſacrifice therefore mult be 


mnconceivably meritorious. O! that ſinners, the vile/? of 


ſinners, knew its all- ſufficient efficacy ! They would no 
longer be holden in the bonds of iniquity, by that de- 


ſtructive ſuggeſtion of the devil, There is us hope f. 


Ther. What valuable end could ſuch vicarious ſuffer- 


ings accompliſh ? Suppoſe GOD abſolutely inexorable, 
and they cannot avail. Suppoſe Him divinely merci- 
ful, and they are needleſs. 

Aſp. The difficulty you propoſe, I think, has been 
obviated already. So that I have no occaſion to ſolve 
your dilemma, but only to anſwer your queſtion, 
Which TI ſhall do, firſt in general; by collecting into a 
point, the ſubſtance of this and the preceding conte- 
rence, Theſe ſufferings—as a puni/bment, gave ample 
fatisfaQion to the divine violated law—as a /acrifice, 


they perfectly reconciled us to our offended Ob- 


as a price, they redeemed us from every evil, and pur- 
chaſed for us a title to all good. | 

This is a ſubje& of the molt diſtinguiſhed import- 
ance. Let not my Theron imagine, I would abuic 
his patience, if I dwell a moment longer on the fa- 
vourite topic. A topic, which attracts the attention 
of heaven, earth, and hell. The croſs of CHRIST 
is the object of approbation and ineffable complacency, 
to the eternal CREATOR; of wonder and admira- 
tion, to all intelligent and holy creatures ; of alarm 
and anguiſh, to the infernal hoſts. —The church 
of GOD, for above four thouſand years, was cont!- 
nually looking towards it, with expectation and long- 
ing deſire. We are now looking 22 it, as the one foun- 
dation of our comfort ; while other generations are ri- 
ſing, and will riſe in uninterrupted ſucceſſions, to be- 
hold it with renewed ardour and delight. And when 
time ſhall be no more, innumerable multitudes of ſaints 
and angels, will be looking backwards on it, with ado- 
ration and tranſport, even in the remoteſt ages of c- 
ternity. | 


® Tit. ii. 13, 14. 5 7 Jer. ii. 25. 


Ter. | 
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Ther. True; but you have not mentioned the parti- 
eular ends, accomplithed by this great tranſaction. 

Aſp. I might enumerate many ends, all magnificent 
and gracious. I content myſelf with ſpecifying 
a few. But ſuch as bring the higheſt gry to GO D 
--adminiſter the moſt ſolid e-»2/2rt to man—and moſt 
effectually promote the intereſts of pzety. 

Here we have a manifeſtation of inflexible juſtice, 


in concert with unbounded goodneſs. — [flexible fuſe 


fice; in that the great and terrible GOD, though 
determined to exerciſe mercy, would exerciſe it only 
in ſuch a manner, as might vindicate the authority 


of his law; might teſtify the purity of his nature; 


and declare the inviolable faithſulneſs of his word 
Unbounded goodneſs ; in that He with-held not his 
SON, his only S ON, but freely gave Him up for 
us all. Gave up“ the BRIGHTNESS of his glo- 
« ry, to be covered with infamy; gave up “ the 
« BELOVED of his foul,” to expire in agonies,z 
on purpoſe to obtain honour and immortality for a- 
poſtate men.—The torments inflifted on all the damm- 
ed in hell, are not ſo fearful a monument of GOD's 


juſtice, as thoſe dying agonies of the LORD JE- 


SUS CHRIST. Nor could a thouſand worlds, be- 
ſtowed on every believer, have been ſuch an act of 
ſaperabundant munificence, as that gift of his ever- 
blefſed SON. 

Look we for power and wiſdom ?—To uphold the 


humanity of CHRIST, under all the ſtudied cruel- 


ties of men, under the inſatiate rage of devils, and 
the far more tremendous curſe of the divine law * : 
to conquer fin, and death, and hell, by a perſon 
bound with fetters, nailed to a tree, and crucified in 


_ ® Hai. xlii. 6. Tithe LORD will bold thine hand, and will heep- 
Thee. This is ſpoken of the MESSIAH, It gives Him aſſu- 
rance of effectual ſupport, when the vengeance of heaven, the fury 
of hell, and the fins of the world, ſhould fall upon Him with uni- 
ted violence. To ſupport the MEDIA'TOR under theſe circum- 
ſtances, is mentioned as a very diſtinguiſhed act of that omnipotent 
arm, which created the heavens, and ſpread forth the earth, and gi» 
veth ſpirit to them that walk therein, Ver. 5. 


aue 


| 
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eweakneſr : to expiate, by one offering, the innumer. 
able millions of crimes, committed by .all his people, 
_ the beginning to the end of time : was 
this power? matchleſs power? aſtoniſhing power! 
ee as for wiſdom, how admirable was the 
contrivance, which could harmonize the ſeemingly 
oppoſite claims of mercy and of juſtice ! Could net 
only ſatisfy each, but magnify both !—Had punith- 
ment been executed on the wretched helpleſs finner, 
mercy had loſt her amiable honours. Had the ſin- 
ner been reſtored to favour, without any penalties ſul- 
| tained either by himſelf or his SURETY, jultice had 
been ſet aſide as an inſignificant attribute. Where. 
as, by our LO R D's vicarious and expiatory ſuffer- 
ings, both are manifeſted, and both are csalted. 
Therefore the ſcripture afirms, that GOD hath net 
only exerciſed, but abounded in wiſdom and prudence - 
nay, hath abounded in all wiſdom and prudence , h. 
this combination of righteous vengeance and triu: m- 
phant grace. Which is, at once, ſo honourable ig 
himſelf, and ſo advantageous to his people. 
Ter. Advantageous to his people“ am glad. 
you are come to this point. This is what I Want to 
have cleared up. I am for thoſe doctrines, which glo- 
Tify GOD, by doing good to man. Give me the re- 
ligion whoſe aſpect is benign, and whoſe agency is be- 
neficial. Not like a meteor, to dazzle us with a vain 
glitter. Not like a comet, to terrify us with a formi- 
dable glare. But like yonder /n, whoſe beains {hcl 
light, and diffuſe joy all around. 

Aſp. Is this what you ſeck, and what you prize ? 
Then the Chri/tian religion, this doctrine in particular, 
will anſwer your largeſt expectations, and challenge 
your higheſt eſteem. For it is rich with benefits of 
the molt neediul, the moſt deſarable, and molt exalted 
| kind. 

The firſt and leading bleſſing is pardon of An. 
Pardon, not of finall ſins only, but of the moſt aggra- 
vated, the molt horrid, the molt enormous. Be they 
Naming as ſcarlet, be they foul as the dunghill, be they 


* Eph.1. 8. 
a black 
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black as hell itſelf; yet they ſhall be as the ſpotleſs 
wool, or as the virgin ſnows “; they ſhall, by virtue 
of this grand expiation, be as though they had never 
been, —Pardon, - not of a few, but of a/l fins. Be 
they numerous as the hairs of our head; numerous as 
the ſtars of heaven; or innumerable as the ſands upon 
the ſea-ſhore 3 the bl of FESUS CHRIST. cleanjeth 
from them A . I. F. | 

Hereby we have wdory over death, and admittance 
into eternal /;/e.—For thus faith the holy apoſtle, con- 
cerning the poor ſojourners in clay; Seeing therefore 
the children were partakers of fleſh and blood, HE al- 
% partook of the ſame ; that by undergoing death, He 
might deſtrey Him who had the power of death, that is 
the devil; and deliver thyſe, who, through fear of deaths 
were all their life-time ſubject . to bandage .- And thus 
ſaith the venerable .elder, concerning the triumphant 
inhabitants of heaven; Theſe are they, who came out 
of great tribulation ; and have waſhed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the LAMB: there» 
fore are they before the thrane g. 

The Philiſtines rejoxiced, when Samſon, the deſtroy; 
er of their country, was delivered into their hands. 
How much | greater reaſon have we to rejoice, ſince 
the bleſſed Ti $US has vanquiſhed our laſt enemy! 
Has made death the miniſter of endleſs life, and the 
grave a gate to immortal glory !—Joſeph had cauſe to 
be glad, when he put off his priſon-garments, and was 
clothed with change of raiment ; when he was brought 
from the dungeon to the palace, and honoured with a 
ſeat at the right-hand of the king. But is it not an 
incomparably richer bleſſing, to -bave our robes waſhed 
in redeeming blood, and our ſouls cleanſed from all 
guilt? Is it not an incomparably higher advancement, to 
he admitted into the bliſsful preſence, and to poſſeſs 
the. everlaſting kingdom of GOD? N 

To comprehend all in a ord- Hereby are ꝓrocu- 
red, even for the moſt unworthy creatures, all the be» 


* Iſai. i. 19. 


41 John i. 5. +4 Heb. ii. 14, 1. 5 Rev. wii. 24. 
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nefits of the new covenant. Therefore, the blood of 
CHRIST is ſtyled by a prophet, The blood of thy co. 
wvenant *;, by an apoſtle, The blood of the everlaſting 
covenant ; and our LORD himſelf ſays, This is the 
new covenant in my blood t,—1Is it a privilege to know 
GOD, the infinitely glorious centre and ſource df 
all perfection? Is it a moſt valuable endowment, to 
have his holy laws put into our minds, and his hea- 
venly precepts written on our hearts ? Is it a branch 
of real felicity, to have our numberleſs ſins forgiven, 
and not one of our iniquities remembered any more ? 
Is it the compendium of all happineſs, to have GOD 
for our portion, and our exceeding great reward? 
To be his -peculiar treaſure, his loving and beloved 
people ||. —Of all theſe we may ſay, They are 7 
purchaſe of IMMANUELIs blood: and. whoever is 
truly intereſted in the latter, is unqueſtionably inti- 
tled to all the former | 

Who then would refuſe ſo comfortable a dodtrine ? 
Which - : 

Ther. Is too comfortable, we might imagine, to 
be either true in itſelf, or /afe in its conſequences. — 
Muſt it not tend to embeol/den the finner in the pro- 
ſecution of his vices? Who need ſcruple to tranſ- 
greſs, or be very ſolicitous to repent; if an all ato- 
ning SACRIFICE has been offered, for every kind, 
and every degree of wickedneſs ? 3 

Aſp. Would you have ſinners ntimidated? Nothing 
ſpeaks ſuch terror to the children of dilobedience, as 
the bitter paſſion, and accurſed death of CHRIST. 
All the rhetorical aggravations of ſin, with regard 
to its loathſome nature, and exccrable vileneſs—all 
the ſeverity of vengeance, executed upon rebellious an- 
gels, or wicked men—all, all are weak and inexpret- 
live, compared with the dreadful. cmphayre of this great 
tranſaction. For, if the LORD Almighty ſpared not 
his own SON, when ſin was, not committed by him, 


* Zech. ix, ii. + Heb. xiii. 20. 
1 Lake xxii. 20. The original word J:afuxy ſignifies gicher a 
teſtament or a cov en "WP, * 1 
4 Heb.-viti. 20, 17, 4a. 
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but only imputed to Him; how much leſs ſhall He 
ſpare incorrigible offenders, who both habitually com- 


-mit, and obitinately perſiſt in, their daring impieties ? 


If, by repentance, you mean an 4ngenors ſorrow 
for our tranſgreſſions; nothing is ſo likely to break the 
ſtony, or melt the icy heart, as theſe doleful effects of 
fin, Let us imagine ourſelves preſent at Calvary, and 
ſtanding by the croſs. See! the innocent, the amiable, 


the Yluſtrious-SAVIOUR, hangs on a tree. A 


tree, torturous as the rack, and ignominious as the 
ibbet{—See ! his face is foul with ſpitting, and his 
ack tore with the ſcourge. His veins ſtream with 


blood, and his heart is wounded with anguiſh. There 


He hangs, abandoned by his friends; reviled by his 
enemies; and forſaken even by his G-OD—Can we 
reſſect, that we, even wagpere the cauſe of this incon- 
ſolable miſery ; and not feel remorſe in our conſciences, 
or ſorrow in our minds? Can we reflect, that for uc, 


for ar He bore this amazing torment; and not ſmite 


our breaſts, or be pained at our very ſouls? 

If, by repentance, you mean a thorough renunciation 
of all iniquity ; no motive is fo effectual, to divorce 
the heart from every abominable idol, and divert the 
feet from every evil way, as an attentive conſideration 
of our REDEEME R's death. —Whoſe indignation 
does not riſe againſt the infamous wretch, that betray- 
ed the bleſſed JESUS? Who is not ready to deteſt 


"thoſe invenomed tongues, who accuſed Him; and 


thoſe barbarous hands, which crucified him? Vet our 
laſts were more guilty, in this reſpect, than Judas or 
the Jews. Our luſts and evil deeds were the/ principal 


actors in this deepeſt of tragedies: how then can we 


careſs ; how can we entertain; yea, how can we en- 


dure thoſe execrable iniquities, which were the betray- 
ers and murderers of the PRINCE of life e bore 


eur fins in his own bleeding, agonizing body on the tree ; 


not that we ſhould be emboldened to repeat them, but 
incited to abhor them, and induced to forſake them. 


That, in our practice and our affections, we ſhould be 


averſe, be even. dead to ſin . 


1 Pet. ii. 24. 


Vol. I. NM — 2 
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If you would have benevolence, your favourite prin- 
ciple, take place and operate; it is impoſſible to urge 
ſo endearing a perſuaſive to univerſal good-will, as this 
kindneſs and love of GOD sur SAVIOGUR*. How 
can we indulge the ſallies of reſentment, or harbour 
the ſeeds of animoſity ; when the meek, the mercitul, 
the infinitely gracions REDEEMER, laid down hi; 
life for his bittere/t enemies? How can we treat with 
contempt or indifference, even the eL of mankind ; 
fince our Divine MAS TER gave his all-glorious 
perſon, for the vileſt wretches and moſt miſerable ſin- 
ners Never was there ſo winning a call to dilinte- 
reſted charity, as the amiable example of CHRIST. 
Never ſo binding a cement of brotherly love, as the 


blood of the crucifjed JESUS. 

In ſhort ; would you haveeople poſſeſſed of every 
heavenly virtue, and animated to the practice of eve- 
ry good work? Nothing adminiſters fo powerful an 
i8citement to them all, as a /ively and appropriating 
ſenſe of this wondrous grace. Set home by the 
HOLY GHOST, it produces ſuch a warfn gra- 
titude, and ſuch a heart-felt joy, as are far more o- 
perative, than the moſt awful threatenings, or the 
molt cogent reaſonings.—80 that, quite contrary to 
your ſaſpicions, the native tendency of this excellent 
doctrine, is, to ſuppreſs ungodlineſs, and promote 

iety. 
i Obſerve the preſent calm evening, yonder mild de- 
clining ſun, and theſe ſoft balmy breezes. How they 
have unlocked the flowery priſons, and poured a pre- 
fuſizn of odzurs through the air. How they have in- 
ſpirited the little ſongſters of the grove, and fetched 


| | Tit. tt; 4. 0 

- + The reader will give me leave, on this occaſion, to ſubjoin the 
noble doxoloxy of our church. Which, when thus epplicd, may 
be an excellent means, both of expreſſing our gratitude, and of 
quickening our devoti»n.—G lory be to the FATHER; for provi- 
ding this all- ſufficient atonement, and giving his 30 N to fave a 
ruined world. Glory be ts the SON ; for humbliag Himſelf to 
the death of the croſs, and obtaining eternal redemption for ſin- 
ners,-(Glry be to the HOLY GHOST; for teſtifying of CHRIST 
in our hearts, and appropriating this great ſalvation to our ſouls. 


laviſh 
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laviſh harmony from their throats. _ So ſweetly will a 
true belief in JESUS CHRIST and Him cruci- 
fied, draw forth all the powers of the foul, in acts 
of ready and cheerful obedience. —He is therefore 
ſaid, not only to juſtify, but alſo to ſandtify the peo- 
ple with his blood. 

Let us conſider the death of CHRIST, in this 
its full grandeur and extenſive efficacy; and we ſhall. 
diſcern the admirable propriety of the apoltle's re- 
mark: Il became Him, for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things, in bringing many ſons una 
glory, to make the CAPTAIN of their ſalvatian per ſcct 
through 4 +. Ir BECAME; as an ad of be- 
rejienty in GO D, it comported with the dignity, and 
emblazoned (if I may ſo ſpeak). the incomprehenſible 
majeſty of all his pertetjns.—As an execution of - 
partial Vengeance on our SURETY, it aſſerted the 
rights of divine government, and ſecured the utmoſt 
veneration to the divine law. —As an emanation of rich 
indulgence to us, it redreſſed all our miſery, and re- 
trieves our whole happineſs.— In each, in every reſpect, 
it claims the moſt grateful and adoring acceptance from 
ſinful man; it will be had in everlaſting honour, by 
the choirs of ſaints, and the hoſts of angels; and it is 
worthy of that high encomium from JE HO VAI 
Himſelf, in this IAM WELL PLEASED. 

Ther, I. thank you, Aſpaſio. Your arguments have 
nat indeed converted me, but they have ſtrengthened 
my faith, I never was. ſo unhappily miſtaken, as to 
diſbelieve the ſatisfaction made by our LORD IE- 
dUS CHRIST; made to divine juſtice ;. made for: 
the fins of the world. But, I now ſee more clearly its- 
reaſonableneſs and importance; its cheering aſpect on 
the guilty conicience, and its benign agency on the. 
moral conduct. 

b. L- congratulate. my dear Theron, on his tho- 
rough conviction of this important truth. May he be. 
favoured with more enlarged and. inſtructive views of. 
this fundamental article! And may every renewed view 
be more and more influential on his heart! 


*- Heb. xiii. 12, + Heb. ii. 10. 
M 2 


that it is not barely. an act. o 
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It is wonderfully pleaſing, to mark the proceſs of ve- 
nes; in this opening ſeaſon of the year. How the 
dyes begin to bud: how the bud ſwells upon the ad- 
miring fight, and ventures farther into the inviting air: 
how the cheering green expands itſelf more and more, 
and is continually upon the advancing hand. Till it 
throws a robe of verdure, over plants and trees, over 
hills and vales, over all the ſurface of the earth. So, 
may our views of the incarnate GO D, and our faith in 
his grand atonement, be always progreflive;and always 
operative? Till they have diffuſed their influence through 
the whole ſoul; have refined the whole: temper; and 
beautified all our converſation. | 

This is the way, theſe views of the incarnate G O D, 
and his great atonement, to evangelical holineſs. And is 
it not the way of, peace and pleaſantneſs? Reviving, 
raviſhing thought! To have HIM for our bleeding 
victim! FLIM for our great propitiation ! at whoſe feet the 
armies of heaven bow, and the ſaints in light adore !— 
Reviving, raviſhing thought! To have a// our puniſh- 
ment ſaltained, and the e curſe of the law exhauſ- 
ted]; ſo that juſtice itſelf can demand no more Nay; 
to have ſo perfect a ranſom paid for our redemption, 

| Chvourable indulgence, but 
of truth and equity“ alſo, to pardon, accept, and glo- 
rify the believer In such a method of reconciliation, 
how fully does the judgment acquieſce! How ſecurely 
may the conſcience reſt ! 

Excuſe me, Theron. My affections are again upon 
the ſoar. But I clip their wings.—Only let me aſk, is 
not this doctrine the grand peculiarity of the goſpel ; by 
which it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from every other religion, 
profeſſed in the world ?—ls it not the central point, in 
which all the lines of duty unite, and ſrom which all 


® Therefore the apoſtle ſays, GOD is faithful and juſt to forgive 
ws our fins, 1 John i. 9. Faithful ; becauſe he had promiled this 
bleſſing, by the unanimous voice of all his prophets.—Fujt / Surely 
then he will puniſb! No; for this very reaſon he will pardon.— 
This may ſeem ſtrange : but, upon the evangelical principles of a- 
tonement and redemption, it is apparently true. Becauſe, when 
the debt is paid, or the purchaſe made, it is the part of equzzy to 
cancel the bond, aud deliver vp the purchaſed poſſeſſion. 


the 


* 
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the rays of conſolation proceed Strike this article from 
the creed, and you reduce the myitery of godlineſs to 
a ſyſtem of ethics: You degrade the Chrittian church 
into a ſchool of moral philotophy.—To deny the expia- 
tion made by our REDEEMER?s ſacrifice, is to 


obſcure the. hrighteſt manifz/tation of divine benignity, 


and to undermine the principal pillar of practical reli- 

ion; is to make a defperate ſhipwreck of our everlaſt- 
ing intereſts, and daſh ourſelves to death, on the very. 
rock of ſalvation. 

Ther. Now, I believe, it is time to repair homes - 
wards. . And I: hope, it will be. no diſagreeable ex- 
change to my Aſpaſio, if we reſign our ſeat on the 
mount, for a place in the dining- room. 

Aſp. Pray let me. inquire, as we walk along (for I 
was unwilling to interrupt our diſcourſe, merely to gra- 
tify my cuviolity) what may be the 4%gn of yonder edi- 


fee; which riſes on a ſmall eminence, near the public 
road? It is neither a tower, nor a dwelling-houle ; but 


looks like a ſtately column, erected on-purpple to beau» - | 


tify the proſpect. N 


Ther. It is a ſort of monumental pile. Erected as 
the tory goes, on a very memorable occaſion.ä— Queen 
Eleanor accompanied King Edward the Firſt to (what 
was called) the holy war. In which he gained ſignal 
advantages over the infidels, and acquired a large thare 
of renown to himſelf. After.many gallant exploits per- - 
formed in the field, a treacherous aud deſperate Sara- 
cen, being admitted into his chamber, under pretence 
of prwate buſineſs wounded him with an impoiſened 


dagger. The conſequence of which, his phyſicians de- 


clared, muſt be inevitable and ſpeedy death, unleſs the 

poiſon was fucked out by ſome. human mouth. This 

might pollibly preſerve the royal patient, but would be 
extremely dangerous to the operator. 

Dangerous as it was, his queen claimed the office ; 
inſiſted upon it, as the conſort's right; and executed it 
ſo faithfully, that ſhe ſaved the King's life; 1o happily, 
that ſhe loſt not her own.—Atter this, ſhe returned to 
England ; lived many years, and bore ſeveral. children. . 
But, ſooner or later, royalty itielf muſt pay the debt to 
nature. Dying, on a journey to Scotland, ſhe was 
| M 3 brought 


138 THERON axv ASPASIO. Dial. 4. 


brought back to the laſt and long home of our Engliſl; 
monarchs . Wherever her corpſe reſted, in the way 
to its interment, a ſtructure + (ſuch as you now behold) 
was raiſed? as a public teſtimony to her merit, and in 
order to perpetuate the memory of her conjugal affedtion. 
Aſp. And ſhould not our hearts be a monument of 
gratitude to the bleſſed JESUS? Who drew the dead- 
ly venom, not from our veins, but from the immortal 
part of our nature: and not at the hazard, but at the 
loſs, the certain and unavoidable loſs of his own mol! 
precious life. He opened his breaſt, opened his very 


ſoul, to the keeneſt arrows of vindictive juſtice : thut, 
transfixing him, they might drop ſhort of us, The. 
% poiſon whereof drank up hi ſpirits t, that the balm 


of peace might refreſh ours. 


O my Theron! Let our memories be the tablet, to - 
record this unexampled inſtance of compaſſion and good- - 
nefs. Let our affections dwell upon the tragical, the 


delightful hiſtory ; till they are inflamed with love, and 
melt into contrition.ä— If we want an in/cription, let us 
make uſe of thoſe noble lines, which, in the fineſt cli- 
max imaginable, deſcribe the magnificence and grace ot 
this moſt aſtoniſhing tranſaction: 


Survey the wondrous cure, 

And at each ſtep let higher wonder riſe. , 

Pardon for infinite offence !— And pardon 

Through means that ſpeak its value infinite ! 

A pardon bought with blood !—IWith blood divine 
With blood divine of HIM, I made my foe !— 
Perſiſted to provoke !— Though wood and aw'd, 
Bleſt and cha ſtir'd, a flagrant rebel flill !— 


Nor I alone! A rebel univerſe ! 


| * Weſtminſter Abbey. 

+ One of thoſe fructures ſtands on the high road near Northamp- 
ton. It is ſurrounded with a large flight of ſteps, at the bottom; 
and ornamentcd, towards the top, with four female ſtatues, in tull 
proportion. A Latin inſcription informs the traveller, concerning 
ms occaſion and deſign ; | 

In perpetuam conjugalis amoris 
Hoc Regins Eleanoræ monumentum, 


Job vi. 4. 


My 


D 
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My ſpecies up in arm: Not one exempt ! 


et for the fouleſt of the foul, be dies *! : 


VIALOGUE:Y.. 


SPASIO having ſome letters of importance to an- 
ſwer, as ſoon as the cloth was taken away, r#ir- 

ed from table. His epiſtolary engagements being diſ- 
patched, he inquired for Theron. The ſervants inform- 
ed him, that their maſter walked into the garden. A 
very little ſearch- found him, ſeated on an airy mount, 
and ſheltered by an elegant arbeur.. . | 

Strong and ſubſtantial plants of /iburnum formed the 
ſhell ; while the ſlender and flexile ſhoots of Hinga fil- 
led up the interſtices. Was it to compliment, as well as 
to accommodate their worthy guelts, that the ſhrubs in- 
terwove the luxuriant foliage? Was it to repreſent thoſe 
tender but cloſe attachments, which had united their at- 
fe&ions,. and blended their intereſts ?—1I will not too 
ſntively aſcribe ſuch a deſign to the diſpoſition of the 
branches. They compoſed, however, by their twining 
embraces, no inexpreſſive emblem of the endearments and 
the advantages of friendihip. They compoſed a canopy 
of the freſhelt verdure, and of the thickeſt texture. 80 
thick, that it entirely excluded the ſultry ray ; and 
thed both a cool refreſhment, and an amuſive gloom : 
while every unſheltered tract, glared with light, or faint- 
ed with heat. 

You enter by an eaſy aſcent of ſteps, lined with turf, 
and fenced with a baluſtrade of floping bay-trees.— The 
roof was a fine concave, peculiarly elevated and ſtately. 
Not emboſſed with ſculpture z not mantled over with 
fret work; but far more delicately adorned with the 
ſyringa's filver tufts, and the liburnum's fowering gold. 
Whoſe large and lovely cluſters, gracefully pendent 
from the leafy dome; diſcloſing their ſweets to the de- 
lighted bee; and gently waving to the balmy breath of 


Night Thoughts, N. IV. 
+ Solis inacceſſum radiis, V1RG, * 
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ſpring; gave the utmoſt enrichment to. the charming 
bower. | 
Facing the entrance, lay a ſpacious graſſy walk; ter. 
minated by an octangular baſon, with a curious et 
d eau playing in the center. The waters, ſpinning from 
the lower orrfices, were attenuated into innumerable lit. 
tle threads; which diſperſed themſelves in an horizon- 
tal direction, and returned to the refervoir in a driz- 
ling ſhower. Thoſe, which iſſued from the higher tubes, 
and larger apertures, either ſprung perpendicularly, or 
ſpouted obhquely; and formed, as they fell, ſeveral lot. 
ty arches of liquid cryſtal ;-all glittering on the eye, and 
cooling to the air. Ry | 
Parallel to the walk ran a parterre; planted with an 
aſſemblage of flowers. Which advanced, one above a- 
nother, in regular gradations of height, of dignity, aud 
of beauty. Firſt a row of dai/ies ; gay as the finile of 
youth, and fair as the virgin ſnows. Next, a range of 
crocuſes, Irke a — {tripe of yellow ſatin, quilted with 
threads, or diverſified with ſprigs of green.—A ſuperi- 
or order of ranunculuſer, * the cap of an 
earl's coronet, replenifhed the third ſtory with full. 
blown tufts of gloſſy ſcarlet. Beyond this, a more ele- 
vated line of u/ips*,, railed their flouriſhed heads, and 
| opencd. 


Here is, it muſt be-confeſſed, ſome little deviation from the ge- 
neral laws of the ſcaſon; ſome anechroniſm in the annals of tha par- 
terre. The flowers united in this repreſentation, do not, according 
to the uſuel proceſs of nature, make their appearance toge/her. How- 
ever; as by the economy of a ſkilful gardener, they may be thus af- 
ſociated: I hope, the poſſibility of the thing, will ſcreen my flowery 
productions from the blaſts of cenfure !—Or, may 1 not ſhelter my 
blooming aſſembly, under the remark of a maſterly critic ? Which is 
as pertinent to the caſe, as if it had been written on purpoſe for our 
vindication; and in all reſpecis ſo elegant, that it mult adorn any 
work, which quotes it; and charm every;perſon, who reads it. 

A painter of Nature is not obliged to attend ber in her flow ad- 
% yances, which ſhe makes from one ſeaſon to another; or to ob- 
« ſerve her conduct in the ſacceflive production of plants and flow- 
ers. He may draw into his deſcription all the beautics of the 
* ſpring and autumn; and make the whole year contribute ſome- 
© thing to render it more agreeable. His roſe-trees, woodbines, and 
% jelfamines may flouriſh together; and his beds be covered at the 
fame time with. lilies, violets, and amaranthuſes. His foil is not 

_ ** reſtrained to any particular ſet of plants, but is proper either "_ 
5 „% Oaks 
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opened their enameled cups; not bedecked with a ſin- 
le tint only, but glowing with an intermingled variety 
of radiant hues.— Above all aroſe, that noble ornament 
of a royal eſcutcheon, the flower-de-luce ; bright with e- 
therial blue, and grand with imperial purple. Which 
formed, by its graceful projections, a cornith or a capi- 
tal of more than Corinthian richnets ; and imparted the 
moſt conſummate beauty to the blooming colonade. 
The whole, viewed from the arbour, looked like a 


' rainbow, painted upon the ground. And wanted no- 


thing to rival that reſplendent arch, only the boldneſs 
of its ſweep, and the advantage of its ornamental curve. 

To this agreeable receſs Theron had withdrawn him- 
ſelt. Here he ſat muſing and thoughtful; with his eye 
fixed upon a picture, repreſenting tome magnificent ruins, 
— Wholly intent upon his ſpeculation, he never perceiv- 
ed the approach of Aſpaſio; till he had reached the 
ſummit ot the mount, and was ready to take a ſeat by 
his fide. 

Aſp. Loſt, Theron! quite loſt in thought! And un- 
affected with all theſe amiable objects; inſenſible amidſt 
this profuſion of beanties.z which, from every quarter, 
make their court to your ſenſes!—Methinks, the ſnarl- 
ing Cynic in his tub“, could hardly put on a greater 
: | everity 


7.4 
« oaks or myrtles, and adapts itſelf to the product of every climate. 
* —Oranges may grow wild in it; myrrh may be met with in eve- 
ty hedge; and if he thinks it proper to have a grove of ſpices, he 
* can quickly command ſun enough to raiſe it. Bis concerts of birds 
may be as full and harmonious, and his woods as thick and” 
« gloomy, as he pleaſes. He is at no more expence in a long viſta, 
than a ſhort one; and can eaſily throw his caſcades from a prec!- 
„ pice of half a mile bigh, as from one of twenty yards. He has 
« his choice of the winds, and can turn the courſe of his rivers, in 
all the variety of meanders, that are moſtdelightful to the reader's 
« imagination.. In a word; he has the modelling of nature in his 
* own hands, and may give her what charms he pleaſes, provided 
ge does not reform her too moch, and run into abſurdities by en- 


* deavouring to excel. N 
| Spect. Vol. VI. NO 4718. 


Diogenes — Whoſe houſe, we are told, was a tub; and his 
whole furniture, a ſtaff, a leathern bag, and a wooden cup. At this 
curious manſion, Alexander the Great, attended. with his courtiers, 
made the philoſopher a vilit, Thc monarch, having faluted him — | 

the 
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ſeverity. of aſpect, than my polite philoſopher in his 


blooming Eden. 

Ther. Ah! my dear friend, theſe flowery toys which 
embelliſh the garden, are familiar to my eye, and there. 
fore cheap in my eſteem. I behold them frequently; 
and, for that reaſon, feel but little of the pleaſing ſur- 
priſe, which they may pothbly awaken in a ſtranger. 
. —Something like this we all experience, with regard 


to events infinitely more worthy our admiring notice. 


Elſe, why are we not {truck with a mixture ot ainaze- 
ment, veneration, and delight at the grand machinery 
and magnificent productions of nature? 

That the hand of the ALMIGHTY ſhould wheel 
round the vaſt terreſtrial globe, with ſuch prodigious 7a. 
pidity, and exact punctuality; on purpoſe to produce the 
regular viciſſitudes of day and night; on purpoſe to bring 
on the orderly ſucceſſion of ſeed- time and harvelt ?!—We 
wonder, when we read of the Iſraelites ſojourning for- 
ty years in the deſert, marching backward and forward 
over its burning ſands; and find neither their clothes 
«vaxing old by ſo long a uſe, nor their feet felling þ 
with ſuch painful journies. Vet we are neither impre!- 
ſed with wonder, nor affected with gratitude, while we 
enjoy the benefits of the air, which clothes the earth as 
it were with a garment : which has neither contracted 
any noxious taint, through the extenſive revolution of ad- 
molt fix thouſand years; nor ſuffered any diminution ct 
its natural force, though exereiſed in a ſeries of unre- 
mitted activity, ever ſince the elementary operations be- 


n. 1 
This draught in my hand, ſhews us the inſtability of 
the grandeſt, n laboured monuments ot human art. 


They are ſoon ſwept away, among the other feeble at- 
tempts of mortality: or remain only, as you ſee here, 
in ſhattered ruins: memorials of the vain and power- 
leſs ambition of the builders, —How ſtrange then, thar 
a ſtructure, mcomparably more tender and delicate, 


ſhould be preſerved to old age, and hoary. hairs! That. 


the moſt obliging manner, aſked, if he wanted any thing ? Yes ; re- 
plied the Cynic, that you world ftand a little cut of the ſunſbine ard 
nat take away what you cannot give. 

* Dcut. viii. 4. +. Neh. ix. 21. 


the 


Re 
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the bodily machine, which is ſo exquiſite in its frame, fo 
complicated in its parts, and pertorms ſo many thou- 
ſands * of motions every moment, ſhould continue un- 


impaired, yet a& without intermiſſion, ſo many days, 


and weeks, and months, and years.—How ſtrange all 
this! Yet, becauſe common, how ſeldom does it excite 
our praiſe, or fo much as engage our notice! 

Aſp. Your remarks are as juſt, as the neglect of them 
is cuſtomary. Unaccountable ſupmeneſs ! Though GOD 
doth great things, worthy of all obſervation; yea, and 
wondert without number ; We yawn with indolence, in- 
ſtead of being animated with devotion, or tranſported 
with delight. Le! he goeth before us, in evident mani- 
feitations of wiſdom and power, yet we fee him not He 


paſſeth on alſs, and ſcatters unnumbered bleſſings from his 


provideutial hand, but awe perceive him not f. | 
This, though greatly culpable, is to be reckoned a 
mong the /malle/? inſtances of our ungrateful inſenſibili- 
ty,—Are we not inattentive even to the work of re- 
demption ? That work, which, according to the empha- 


- tical declaration of ſcripture, exceeds in gory t. Is by 


far the greateſt, the moſt marvelous o 
perhaps, of all divine tranſactions, 

The ſea has been divided: the dead have been raiſed : 
a world has been created; created out of nothing; cre- 
ated only by a word. But what are all theſe miracles, 


all ſublunary, 


compared with the incarnation of the eternal GOD? 


And of this matchleſs miracle have we not been care- 
leſs, unmoved ſpectators? Have we. not admired many 


* Thoufands—Noaot to mention the ſpontaneous, if we conſider only 
the mechanical motions, which are continually performed in the am- 
mal ſyſtem the digeſtive action of the ſtomach—the vermicular a- 
gitation of the e progreſs of the chyle through the lacteal 
vcllels—the many, many op: rations of the __— glands—the 
compreſſion of the lungs, and all their little cellular lodgments, by 
every act of reſpiration—above all, that graud impetus, the ſyſtole 
of the heart; which, by every conſtriction, darts the crimſon cur- 
rent through an innumerable multitude of arteries; and drives, at 
the ſame inſtant of time, the refluent Hlo- d through an innumerable 
multitude of correſponding veins—ſuch a view will oblige us to 
acknowledge, that Theron's account is far from being extravagant : 
that it rather diminiſbes, than exaggerates the real fact. 

+ Job ix. 10, 12, { 2 Cor. iii. v. . 
| a tri 
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a trifling incident, more, far more than this wonderful 
_ diſpenſation of grace ?—O Theron! Are we not ſhame- 
fully unaffected, even though the KING of kings vouch- 
ſafes to exchange his throne, for the low eſtate of a ſer- 
vant, and the curſed death of a malefactor? Though he 
is pleaſed, by the imputation of his active as well as paſ- 
ſive obedience, to become the LOR D our righteouſneſ;, 
yet— | is $$ : 

Ther. You are taking an effectual way, Aſpaſio, to 
rouſe me from my reverie, and make me indeed like the 
ſnarling philoſopher, © Imputed righteouſneſs is a 
«ſcheme groſly frivolous and abſurd; utterly inſuffici- 
„ ent. to anſwer the end propoſed; and, one would 
& think, could never be depended on, where there is 
the leaſt degree of underſtanding, and capacity for 
ain g.. | 


The reader will probably be diſguſted, at this heat of temper, 
this aſperity of diction, and both ſo abruptly introduced. —I have no 
apology to make for my Theron. The reader has reaſon to be diſ- 
guſted; has reaſon. to be chagrined. Only let me deſire him to re- 
member, that this is the very ſpirit, nay theſe are the very us, 
of a celebrated oppoſer of our dodrine; not added, when be has ful- 
iy proved the abſurdity of the ſcheme ; but aſlumed, even upon tue 
entrance'to his difcourſe. „ vir s 

I have often wondered, that diſputants, eſpecially on religious 
ſubjects, ſhould chuſe to deal in ſuch acrimonious and reproac/ fu! 
Janguage.. Dees, the wrath of. man work the righteouſneſs of GOD? 
Or, is a paſſionate invective the proper means, either to conciliate 
our aſſections, or convince our judgment ?—Why ſhould we not 
write in the ſame genteel and obliging ſtrain, in which we converſe? 
Were we to meet our antagoniſt in a friend's parlour, and have a per- 
ſ-nal-confterence-on the ſubject, our i would be kind, and ur 
temonſtrances calm; 1 am forry, fir, that you have eſpouſed ſuch 
*© notions. "They ſeem to me, extremely wrong and equally dun- 
« gerovs.. I am apt to think, you have not duly conſidered, either 
the little ground they have to ſupport them; or the pernicious 
„ conſequences that may attend them. 

Why ſhould not our controverſies from the preſs be carried on, 
with ſuch a candid and amicable ſtrife ? This would certainly render 
them more pleaſing to the reader ; more profitable to the public; 
and much more likely to have their deſired effect upon our oppo- 
nent. For my part, I admire. the humanity and tenderneſs of the 
poet's reſ lution ; even more than the boldneſs of his figures, or the 


beauty of his expreſſion-: 
Ta lopides lequeris, ego Mus verba reponam. 
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Aſp. Who is warm now, Theron? May I not remind 


my friend, that the reſentſul is no more fitted to work 


conviction, than the rapturous Perhaps, you have not 
duly conſidered this ſubject; nor ſeen it in the proper 
point of view. I have ſometimes beheld a ſhip of war, 
ſeveral leagues off at ſea. It ſeemed to be a dim cloudy 
fomething, hovering on the ikirts of the horizon; con- 
temptibly mean, and not worthy of a moment's re- 
gard.— But, as the floating citadel approached, the 
maſts aroſe; the fails ſwelled ont; its ſtately form, and 
curious proportions, {track the fight. It was no Ipn 
er a ſhapeleſs maſs, or a blot in the proſpect, but the 
maſter-piece of human contrivance, and the nobleſt ſpec- 
tacle in the world of art. | + 
Who knows, 'Theron, but this ſacred ſcheme likewiſe, _ 
which you now look upon as a confuſed heap of errors, 
may very much improve, when more cloſely examined. 
May, at length, appear a wiſe and benign plan; ad- 
mirably fitted to the condition of our fallen nature; and 
perfectly worthy, of GOD to ordain, of man to ac- 
cept. - THY 
2 I know not what may happen, Aſpaſio. But 
there ſeems to be very little probability of ſuch a change. 
For, though my laſt oppoſition was a mock fight; in my 
preſent objections, I am very fiucere.— To go, by an 
imputed righteouſneſs, to heaven! To obtain honour and 
immortality, by the obedience of another! Who can 
credit ſuch chimeras? Who can ſwallow ſuch camels ? 
When ſuch doctrines are ſeriouſly advanced, I cannot 
forbear recollecting theſcheme of Biſhop Wilkins. Who 
would perſuade us { good man!) to fail or ride poſt, not 
to our neighbours on the other ſide of the Tweed; not 
to our colonies, on the other ſide of the globe; but to 
our friends and allies in the moon. And this ſame voy- 
age or journey we are to perform, by the help of ſome 
machine; to be conſtructed, I cannot tell where; to be 
managed, no body knows how.—“ Ay, ſays an arch 
« lady, all this would be very pretty. But pray, 
Doctor, what ſhall we do for lodging and proviſions 
„by the way!“ | 
Aſp. Don't you remember the reply to this ironical 
queition “ We will call,“ ſays tke Doctor, «at one of 
Vor. I, N 66 your 
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your Ladyſhip's caſtles, which, for our ſingular con- 
** veniency, you have been, theſe many years, building 
“in the air,” Every attempt to enter into heaven, 
unleſs it be founded on the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
I will venture to call building caſtlet in the air. And, 
it I may retort your own ſimile, not a whit leſs chime. 
rical, than the whim of travelling to the moon, with all 
this luggage of fleth and blood. 

But I beſeech you, let us diſcard irony, as well as 
whim. Turn them both out of the court. Ifa jury is 
impanelled, to try me and my doctrine, I ſhall certainly 
except againſt Irony. Geuerally ſpeaking, he is neither 
a zood man, nor a true. According to the beſt of my 
remembrance, you yourſelf conſented to ſet him aſide 


in this debate. Let us therefore, not affect what is 


ſmart, but urge what is ſolid. | 
+ Ther. Agreed. The notion of a ſubſtituted and vi- 
carious righteouſneſs, is abſurd even to common fenle, 


, and to the moſt natural and eaſy reflections of men. 


P. It may not, my dear friend, agree with our na- 
tural apprehenſions; nor fall in with the method, which 
wwe might have deviſed, for the falvation of mankind, 
But this is the voice of ſcripture, and a maxim never 
to be forgotten; G Q D's thoughts are not as cur thoughts, 
nar his ways as our ways Y | 

« This notion, you ſay, is abſurd, even to common- 
« ſenſe.” —A ſaying, upon which I muſt beg leave to 
put a query. It was, I own, abſolutely beyond the 
power of common ſenſe, unaſſiſted by divine revelation, 
to diſcover this truth. —I will grant farther, that this 


bleſſing infinitely ?ranſcends, whatever common ſenſe 


has obſerved, in all her converſe with finite things.— 
But, if I have any the leaſt acquaintance with common 
ſenſe, I am perſuaded; ſhe will nat, the cannot pronounce 
it an abſurdity. To this judge I refer the cauſe. 

And to open the cauſe a little, let me juſt obſerve, 
that GOD imputed our fins to his SON. Why elſe 
is it ſaid,, That, at his ſecond coming, he ſhall appear 
&vithout fin F ? Plainly implying, that, at his firſt com- 


®* ICii, Iv. 8, 1 Heb. ix. 28. 


in g. 
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ing, he appeared ith fin. Not indeed committed by 
him, but laid upon him, or imputed to him. 

How elſe could the immaculate J ES US be punith- 
ed, as the molt inexcuſable tranſgreſſor? Awake, O 
ſword, againſt the man that is my fellow, ſaith the 
LORD f hoſts * —Is not this the voice of a judge, 
pronouncing the ſentence, and authorizing the execu- 
tion? Or rather, does it not deſcribe the action of jul- 
tice, turning the ſword from us, and ſheathing it in 
CHRIST? ty 

If CHRIST, then, was our ſubſtitute, with regard 
to penal ſuffering ; why may he not ſtand in the ame 
relation, with regard to 7h obedience? There is 
the ſame reaſon for the one, as tor the other. Every 
argument in favour of the former, is equally concluſive 
in behalf of the latter. 

Ther. I freely grant, that CHRIST was puniſhed. 
in our ſtead; that is death is the expiation of our iu, 
and our ſecurity from penal ſuffering. But this 

Aſp. —will undeniably prove, that fin was unpated 
to him; otherwiſe he could not ruh ſuffer in our itead, 
nor be ] punithed at all- And imputation is as 
« reaſonable and juſtifiable in ne cafe, as in the other ; 
for they both ſtand upon one and the ſame foot; and. 
© for that reaſon, he who throws down one, throws 
% down both.” —I ſhould by no means have interrup- 
ted my Theron, were it not to introduce this anſwer 
from an eminent divine. Who adds, what ſhould be 
very ſeriouſly conſidered; * And therefore, whoever 
« rejets che doctrine of the imputation of our SAVI- 
* OUR's rigbiecuſneſi to man, does, by ſo doing, re- 
ject the imputation of man's /n to our SAVIOUR, 
« and all the conſequences of it. Or, in other words, 
© he ho rejects the doctrine f the ii, does, 
&* by ſo doing, veject the doctrine of the expiation like - 
6-wile 1.“ | ; | ie | 

Ther. I know nothing of this divine; and eminent: 


as he is, can hardly take his % dixit for a deciſion. 


1 Zech. xiii. 7 | 
STAYNOE pin ſalvation by JESUS CHRIST alme;,. 
Vol. I. p. 334.— Where the reader may find ſeveral weighty conſi-- 
derations, clearly propoſed and.ſtrongly urged; for the explanation 


aud. eſtabliſhment of this capital doctrine. 


N 2 Asp. 
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Aſp. I was in hopes, you would pay the greater re- 
ard to his opinion, becauſe he is not in the number of 
the whiraſical fanatics.— However, ſay I theſe things as a 


man, or on man's authority alone? Saith net the law the 


ame alſo ? Speaking of the peace - offering, the HOLY 
GHOST has declared; JF any of the 15 of the ſacriſce 
/ his peace-offerings be eaten at all on the third day, it 
hall not be accepted, neither ſhall it be imputed to him that 
 effereth it *. Hence we learn, that ſacrifices and offer- 
ings, when duly adminiſtered, were imputed to the of- 
terer. Imputed to him, for reconciliation and peace 
with GOD. And wherefore? Becauſe they were fi- 
of CHRIST, of his atonement and righteouſ- 
neſs. Which, in like manner, are imputed to ſinners, 
for their pardon and ſalvation. 

Leſt you ſhould think this proof, being deduced from 
typical uſages, not ſufficiently concluſive—I would farther 
obſerve, that the imputation of CHRIST's righteouſneſs, 
bears an evident analogy to another great and acknow- 
ledged truth of religion. We did not perſonally com- 
mit Adam's ſin, yet are we chargeable with guilt, and 
liable to condemnation, on that 

Ther. How! We chargeable with guilt, and liable to 
condemnation, on account of Adam's tranſgreſſion 
This an acknowledged truth? Not it is a poſition I 
muſt deny; I had almoſt faid, which I cannot but ab- 
hor. None other could, in the eye of juſtice and equi- 
ty, be blameable for any offence of our firſt parents, 
but they only. D | — 

Aſp. So ſays Theron; but what ſays St. Paul? Yours 
may be the voice of natural reaſon, but what is the lan- 
guage of divine revelation? In hom, that is in Adam, 
all have finned. 

Ther. The words, if I remember right, are For tlat 
all have finned. Is is poſſible, that Aſpaſio ſhould forge 
the hand, or counterfeit the ſeal of the HOLY 
GHOST, in order to eſtabliſh a favourite notion? 

_ Aſp. Impoſlible, I hope.—In the margin, the words 
are tranſlated, as I have repeated them. For this in- 
terpretaticu I might contend, as not at all incempati- 


®* Levit. vii. 18. * 
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ble with the original phraſe *, and as ugſt preciſely ſuit- 
able to the ſacred argument. E' w Tels; nager In 
theſe words, the apoſtle aſſigns a reaſon for the prece- 
ding aſſertion, By one man's fin death came upon all. — It 
might be replied; is not this ſtrange ? Is not this unac- 
countable? No, ſays our ſacred diſputant ; we account 
for it on this principle, becauſe a have /inned — Which 
ſinning, if referred to every one's perſonal iniquity, 
would neither clear up the caſe, nor eſtabliſh the doc- 
trine. The reaſoning would ſtand thus; £ All are lia- 
« ble to death by the fin of one, becauſe all have in 
their own conduct tranſgreſſed.“ As this is abſolute - 
e the ſentence ſhould, if we would pre- 
e the full force. of the argument, be tranſlated, In 
whom all have ſinned. But I wave this advantage. Let 
the words run into your mould, and the tranſlation 
take your form. They are equally decifive of the point: 
in debate.—They aſſign the reaſon, why death came up- 
on all men; infants 8 not excepted; For that, 
or. inaſmuch as, all have ſmned. Hew? Not in their 
ewn perſon, This were utterly impoſſible. Could the 
babe, which received his-breath in- the morning, and 
reſigned it at noon, be an actual tranſgreſſor? But in 
that firſt grand tranſgreſſion of our federal head, even 
the infants of a. day have ſinned. Which fin, as it could 
not be actually committed by them, muſt, according to 


de tenour of the apoſtle's arguing, be imputed to them. 


Ther, Pray, what do you mean by that tiff, and to 
me unintelligible phraſe, /ederal head ? 

Aſp. I mean what Milton celebrates, when he repre- 
ſents the Almighty FAT HE R, thus. addreſſing his 
cternal SO N. 8 


— — Be tles in Adam's room 
Te head of all mankind, though Adam's fons- 
A in bim periſh all:men, ſo iu dbee, | 


Kom. v. 12: Not to- mention the famous diſtinction of Epics 
tetus, r d v, nor the well known adagy of + Heliod, gg 

* $74\T&00. &8450y,. Sce chap. iv. 18. v. 2. of this very epiltle, 
Where the prepoſition t. is uſed in Aſpaſio's ſenſe, 


Ng: As: 


In, 
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As from a ſecond root, ſhall be reſtor'd 
As many as are reſtor d, without thee none. 


I mean what the apoſtle teaches, when he calls 
CHRIST the ſecond man t, and the laſt Adamyi.— 
The fecond! The laſt! How? Not in a numerical ſenſe. 
Not in order of time. But in this reſpe&t—That, as A- 
dam was a public perſon, and ated in the ſtead of all 
mankind; ſo CHRIS T was a public perſon, and act- 
ed in behalf of all his people—That, as Adam was 
the fr? general repreſentative of this kind, CHRIST 
was the ſecond and the lat: there never was, and 
there never will be, any other—That,, what they 
jeverally did, in this capacity, was not intended to 
terminate in themſelves, but to e as many as they 
reſpectively repreſented. —This is St. Paul's meaning, 
and on this the doQrine of imputation is found- 
ed. | | | | 

Ther. If you build the doctrine on no other founda- 
tion, than your gun particular ſenſe. of the apoſtle's 
words; perhaps, your ground may prove fandy, and 
treacherous to its truſt. , | 

Aſp. I build it upon my ſenſe of the words, and I de- 
duce it from yours, 'Theron.—But I am far from reſt- 
ing the whole weight of the cauſe upon a _/imgle text. It 
is eſtabliſhed, again and again, in this ſame chapter.— 
Neither do I wonder at the prejudices, which you and 
others may entertain againſt the doctrine. It hes quite 
out of the road of reaſon's reſearches. It is among th? 
wonderful things of GA D's a. This the inſpired 
penman foreſaw, and modelled his diſcourſe according- 
iv. Like ſome ſkilful engineer, who, though he makes 
the whole compaſs of his fortification ſtrong, yet be- 
tows. peculiar and additional ſtrength on thoſe parts, 
which he apprehends will be expoſed to the fierceſt at- 
tack. So the wile, the divinely wiſe apoſtle, has incul- 
cated, and reinculcated, this momentous point. He has 
enforced it, with all the aſſiduity of zeal; and confirmed 
it, by all the energy of expreſſion.— through the f 
Fance of one, many be dead Tbe judgment was by one to 


Book III. 285. + 1 Cor. xv. 47. 2 11 Cor. xv. 45+ 
cendem- 
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condemnatisn—By one man's Hence death reigned by one 
—By the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation . — That there may remain no poſſibility, 
of miſtaking his meaning, or of eluding his argument, he 
adds; By ons man's diſobedience, Many were made ſiu- 
ners Þ. _ 

Ther. Sin, I am told by a celebrated Expoſitor, ſome-- 
times ſignifies puri/bhment. He farther informs me, that 
we may be ſaid to ſin in Adam, not by the imputation: 
of his diſobedience to us, but by becoming obnoxious to 
thoſe ſufferiugs which were due to his ſin. 

Aſp. Then the apoltle's reaſoning will ſtand in this 
form; Death came upsn all men, for that all have jinned ; 
that is, Death came upon all men, becauſe all have 
been punithed : or, an obnoxiouſneſs to puniſhment 
« came upon all. men, becauſe all are become obnoxious 
« to puniſhment.” D' A goodly ſtrain of argumentation 
for an unerring writer to uſe, Surely GamaliePs pu- 
pil would diſclaim, much more would CH RIST's: 
ambaſſador fcorn, ſuch weak and unmeaning chicane- 
ry. He mentions fin and its puniſhment; but never fo 
much as hints, that they are intended to ſignify one and 
the /ame thing. He all along maintains a dutinction be- 
tween them: repreſents the former, as the canſe of the 
latter. Fudement, condemnation, death are owing to in, 
hence, diſobedience. It is by the imputation of theſe, 
that we become obnoxious to thole. | 

This account is clear, is natural, and wants no ſtrain- 
ed criticiſms to ſupport it. This account demonſtrates 
the equity of that providential government,. which exe- 
cutes the ſentence of death, even on thoſe deſcendents 


* Ts ves d rv weg · Significantiſſima repetitio. Ne peccata 
per ſingulos patrata vi deantur protius mortem peperiſſe. Bx GA. 
Ovz ePi5d)zi TOY ENO, „ das ſq ce Ide, Ties, 
$195 nale i 7s Xe u EBD trols ; dornbns ale N- 
ſw, Has tos. Fagaxuouiics Tu Ade y eri xalixgith ; 
CHRYSOST. The apaſtle repeats, and can hardly vefift from, the en- 
preſſion oN E. That, if a Jew ſbenld aſk, how can tve world be ſav- 
ed by the well-doing of one, or by the obedience of CHRIS T? You 
may be able to reply, on his own principles ; Huw could the worid be 
condemned by the evil-doing F one, or the difobedience of Adam? 

7 Rom. v. 15, 16, 17, 18. Rom. v. 19. 
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of Adam, who have not ined in their own perſons. It 

alſo illuſtrates the procedure of that ſovereign grace, 
which treats as righteous, and intitles to life, even 

thoſe believers in JESUS, who have not zbeyed in their 

own perſons. What ſays our church? You have a great, 
veneration for the Church of England, Theron. 

Ther. I have. But, I fear, my Aſpaſio has neither 
ſo honourable an opinion of her worthip, nor ſo Ready 
an adherence to her conſtitution. Otherwiſe, he woul4 
not ſo highly extol thoſe ambitions and canting hy po- 
crites the Puritans. Who were the molt inveterate ene- 
mies of our excellent eſtabliſhment, and would have re- 
joiced in its utter ſubverſion. 

Aſp. As to the Puritans “, you will do me the juſtice 
to acknowledge, that I ſpeak only of their evange/ica/ 
tenets, abſtracted from all political principles, —-As t» 
myſelf, your fears are friendly, but I. truſt they are 
groundleſs.. I would only atk ; who are to be deemed 
the moſt affectionate and faithful ſons of their ſacred 
mother ?—Thoſe, I preſume, who moſt cordially em- 
brace her doctrines, and moſt dutifully ſubmit to her pre- 
cepts. By this touch- ſtone let my fidelity be tried. And 
for an immediate trial, be pleaſed to repeat her ninth 
article. | 
Ther. I cannot ſay, that I remember the particular 


As the Puritans have been mentioned, once and again, it ray, 
perhaps, be thought neceſfary, that we ſhould explain the term; by 
ſpecifying the perſons to whom it relates. It relates to ſuch authors 


* 


as the following. | TEE 

Dr. Owen, with his correct judgment, and an immenſe fund oi 
larning.-Mr. Charnock, with his mafculine ſtyle, and an incx- 
hanſtible vein of thought. Dr. Goodwin, with ſentiments eminent- 


ly evangelical ; and a moſt happy talent at openiag, ſiſting, and diſ- 


playing the hidden riches of ſcripture, —Fheſe, I think, are the firſt 


three. | 

Then comes Mr. Howe, nervous and majeſtic ; with all the pow- 
ers of imagery at his command.—Dr. Bates, figent and poliſhed; 
with a never-ceaſimng ſtore of beautiful ſimilitudes.— Mr. Flavel, fer- 
vent and afſectionate; with. maſterly hand, at probing the confci- 
ence, and ſtriking the paſſions.— Mr. Caryl, Dr. Manton, Mr. 
Pool, with many others; whoſe works will fpeak for them, ten 
thouſand times better, than the tongue of panegyric, or the pen of 
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words of any, though I haye often read, and very much 
approve them all. % 

jp. 1 wiſh you would commit to your memory, four 
or five of the moſt diſtinguiſhed “. They are a valuable 
treaſure, and contain the quinteſſence of the goſpel. 

Theſe are the words of the ninth article. Origi- 
« nal fin is the fault and corruption of every man, that 
« naturally is ingendered of the offspring of Adam.” 
It is the fault, ſays the pious Biſhop Beveridge, and 
therefore we are guilty of it. It is the corruption allo, 
and therefore we are defiled with it. Our homilies have 
recourſe to no ſuch palliatives, and qualifying interpre- 
tations, as my T heron's expoſitor uſes. One of them 
affirins point-blank, that ! in Adam all men fanned u- 
« niverſally.” This ſeems to be a paraphrafe on the 
text, whoſe tranſlation you lately controverted.—In 
what ſenſe our great poetical divine underſtood the ſa- 
cred writer, is apparent from the followi words ; 
which are ſuppoſed to have been ſpoken by JEHOVAH 


himſelf; 


Adan's crime 
Makes guilty all bis ſaus f. 


And from another paſſage, where our rebellious pro- 
genitor, bewailing his aggravated miſery, and the ex- 
tenſive malignity of his guilt, declares ; | 


Tn me all 


Pofterity undi curi d f. 


For my own part I muſt confeſs, that, if the tranſ- 
million of original depravity be granted, I know not 
how the imputation of Adam's deſtructive apoſtacy can 
be denied, If we had no coneern inthe one, how could 
ve be juſtly puniſhed with the other I fay puniſhed. 
For, to loſe the primitive integrity of our nature, and 
inherit a depraved diſpoſition, is at once a moſt deplo- 
able calamity, and a moſt terrible puniſhment. —-Cor- 


® Eſpecially, Articles IX, X, XI, XII, XIII. 
t MilTo#, Book III. 290. t Book X. 817. 
ruption 
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ruption tranſiyitted, and fin imputed, ſeem to be doctrines 
indiſſolubly connected. To allow the former, and reject 
the latter, is, in my apprehenſion, to acknowledge the 
effect without admitting the cauſe. 

Ther. To make us parties in a covenant, which we 
did not agree to, can this be equitable? To ruin us for 
a crime, which we never commutted, can this be wer. 
ciful ? Surely, this is a flagrant injultice, never to be 
aſcribed to the All-gracious GOD. A diabolical bar. 
barity, add ſome, never to be mentioned without the 
utmoſt deteſtation. 

Aſp. I fee no cauſe for ſuch a tragical outcry of bar. 
barity, nor indeed for any complaint of injuſtice. Not 
to inſiſt upon the ſovereignty of an All- creating GOD, 
and his unqueſtionable right to do what He will with 
His own *, I would only aſk—Did He not condeſcend 
to tranſact wih man, not on the foot of abſolute un- 
controulable authority, but in the honourable and en- 
dearing way of a covenant ?— Were not the terms of 
this covenant, perfectly eaſy, and wonderfully graci- 
ous ? Wonderfully gracious : For, they propoſed a {tate 
of inconceivable and everlaſting felicity + to «creatures, 
who were intitled to zo happineſs ; had not the leaſt 
claim to any good ; no, not ſo much as to the privi- 
lege of exiſtence. Perfedly eaſy : For, what was the 
condition on man's part? Not any rigorous act of du- 
ty, not any ſevere eourſe of ſelf-denial, but the free 
enjoyment of milliont of bleſſings and pleaſures, with 
only the prohibition of cue pernicious indulgence.— 
Here then is made, on one hand, a promite of the 
molt glorious reward, that GOD Himſelf could give: 
and nothing. required, on the other, but the e 
expreſſion of allegiance, that man himſelf could with, 
—And is this injuſtice ? Is this barbarity ? 

Ther, All this was equitable enough with regard to 
Adam: by why ſhould we be condemned for i viola - 
tion of the covenant ?—Or. how was ſuch a conſtitu- 
tion of things gracious, with reſpect to 4s?  , 

Aſp. © Why condemned ?'—Becauſe, ' we ſhould 
have been partakers of the benefit and the glory, if he 


® Matt, xx. 25. + Luke x. 28. 
had 
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had perſevered in his duty. To this, I preſume, none 
would object. And if they would nt to the one, they 
guet not to the other. | 

You aſk farther 3 ** How was ſuch a conſtitution of 
« things gracious, with reſpect to us? -I anſwer ; be- 
cauſe it was the 2? /itely means, to ſecure the happi- 
neſs of us and all mankind. Was not Adam, of all 
perſons, by far the beſt qualified to act as a general 
head? He had a perfection of knowledge, to diſcern 
his true intereſt : a perfection of holineſs, to capacitate 
him for obedience : and a perfection of happineſs, diſ- 
poſing him to perſeverance. As none could have more 
eminent qualifications, none could have / many ob- 
ligations. His own welfare, both bodily and ſpiritual, 
was at {take ; the eternal intereſts of his riſing family, 
and of his remoteſt poſterity were depending: the lives, 
the ſouls, the everlaſting 411 of the whole human race, 
were embarked on the ſingle bottom of his fidelity. 
Therefore, the felicity of egy individual, that ſhould 
ſpring from his loins, was a freſh motive to vigilance, 
an additional engagement to duty *.—As his love to 


his offspring was more refined, more exalted, more 


godlike than ours, all theſe conſiderations and induce- 
ments muſt operate upon him, in their fulleſt ſcope, 
and with the ſtrongeſt energy.—What an entrench- 
ment was here, to keep out diſobedience, and ward off 
run! An entrenchment, deep as hell; /ig, as hea- 
ven ; wide as the whole extent of the human ſpecies. 

Here then I may venture to throw the gauntlet, and 
challenge the whole world. t the molt penetrating 
mind deviſe a ſcheme, ſo wiſely and graciouſly calcu- 
lated to aſcertain the ſucceſs of a probationary tate. If 


Should any perſon imagine Himſelf more capable of ſtanding 
Adam, who was endowed with all the perfeCtions of an iufo- 
cent, holy, godlike nature; I think, by this very imagination, 
he begins to fall ; fall into one of the vileſt ſins, pride.—ls any 
perſon re: dy to ſuppoſe, "That, from a view to his own particular 
falvation, he would continue faithful; when Adam was nat enga- 
ged to fidelity, from a regard to his own and the final happineſs of 
all his poſterity ? He ſeems to be juſt as wiſe as the mariner, who 
perſuades himſelf; "That, though ten thorſand anchors, firm and 
without a flaw, could not ſecure the ſhip in a ſtorm : yet a ſingle 
anchor, crazy and damaged, might have done it effectually. 
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this be impracticable, then muſt every mouth be ſtop. 

ped: No tongue can. have the leaſt reaſon to complain, 
„for my part, ſhall think myſelf obliged to admire 

the benignity of my CREATO R's conduct. And 

GOD may juſtly demand of all intelligent creatures; 

What could have been done more, for the preſervation and 

felicity of mankind, that haue not done. 

_ _ Eſpecially, when to all this we add, That the ſame 
2 BEING, who appointed Adam to be our 
repreſentative in the firſt covenant, without aſking our 
actual conſent ; appointed alſo CHRIST to be our re. 
preſentative m.the ſecond covenant, without ſtaying for 
our actual ſolicitation. When we take this into the ac- 
count, there remains not the leaſt ſhadow of injuſtice; 
but goodneſs, tranſcendently rich goodneſs, ſhines forth 
with the brighteſt luſtre. 

Ther. Goodneſs, Aſpaſio! This is ſurpriſing indeed. 
Why, if Adam's tranſgreſſion be laid to our charge, 
we are damnable creatures, the very moment we exilt ; 
and are hable to the torments of hell, even on account 

of his diſobedience. To term this goodneſs, is the 
greatelt of paradoxes ! To affirm it of the DEITY, 

is little leſs than blaſphemy ! 

Aſp. Let us be calm, my dear friend, and conſider 
the caſe impartially. If it is not a real truth, I ſhall 
be as willing to relinquiſh it, as yourſelf. 

Is not death, eternal death, the wages of every in? 
And it of every fin, then doubtleſs of original. Which 
is the fountain, from whence all the ſtreams of actual 

- iniquity flow; or rather the Abyſs, from whence all 
the torrents pour. That, which could not be pardon- 

ed, but by the humiliation. and ies of GO D's 
adorable 8 ON, may reaſonably be fippoſed to deſerve 
the moſt dreadful vengeance. And it is affirmed, by 
an authority which you will not diſpute; that, For 
« original, as well as actual ſin, the offering of 
« CHRIST is a propitiation and fatisfattion +.” . 
Does not St. Paul deliver it, as a maxim in divinity, 
That, by the offence of one, Adam he undoubtedly means, 
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- jadgment came upon all men to condemnation * The 
„ import of the words, together with the connection of 
e the paſſage, lead us to underſtand this of a condemna- 
i tion to eternal mifery.—The import of the words : for, 
they are doubled , to make them peculiarly ſtrong in 
d their ſignification : and each word, within the compaſs 


of this very epiſtle, is uſed in that awful latitude of 
e meaning ||. The connection of the paſſege : becauſe, it 
r ſtands oppoſed to that juſtification which is unto life. 
r This, we are ſure, includes the idea of an everlaſting 
. duration. And why ſhould its tremendous counter- 
r part be leſs extenſive? | 
. Thbis ſenſe is evidently patronized, and this doctrine 
; moſt peremptorily aſſerted, by our eſtabliſhed church. 
What ſays the book of homilies, when treating of the 

miſeries conſequent upon the fall? This fo great and 

« miſerable a plagne, if it had only reſted on Adam, 


; « who firſt offended, it had been much eaſter, and 
might the better have been borne. But it fell not 
| 4 only on him, but alfo on his poſterity and children 


: & for ever; ſo that the whole brood of Adam's race 

“ ſhould ſuſtain the ſelf- ſame fall and puniſhment, 

« which their forefather by his offence moſt juſtly had 

&© deſerved g. —Leſt any ſhould miſapprehend the de- 

ſign of our reformers, and ſuppoſe the puniſhment to 

conſiſt only of ſome bodily ſuffering, or the loſs of im- 

| mortality, it is added in the ſame alarming diſcourſe ; 

| * Neither Adam, nor any' of his, had any right or 

| “ intereſt at all in the kingdom of heaven; but were 

become plain reprobates and caſtaways, being per- 
te petually damned to the everlaſting pains of hell.“ 

| you ſhould imagine, this might be written un- 

der a ſally of haſty zeal, or that *tis to be reckoned 

among the doting opinions of a crednlous antiquity ; 

let me remind my friend, That it is engrafted into the 

articles. "Thoſe articles, which were approved. by the 

archbiſhops and biſhops of both provinces ; were rati- 

fied by the general conſent of the clergy ; and are, to 


* Rom: v. 18. + Ke beg To lang 
* —.— li. 3. iii. 8. viii. 1. . $ Homily ny, the nativity of 
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* 
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this day, the rational ſlandard of our belief. The 
nirith article, beginning with a deſcription of our de. 
praved nature, ſubjoins an account of its proper deſert ; 
„In every perſon born into the world, it deſerveth 
„ GOD's wrath and damnation “.“ 

Ther. How miſerable then is man ! © 

Aſp. In himſelf He is miſerable beyond expreſſion, 
But a conviction of this miſery is the beginning of ali 
Happineſs. The valley of Achor is a door of hope. 

Ther. Explain yourſelf, Aſpaſio. You ſeem to deal 
very much in the incomprehenbbles. 

Aſp. Such a conviction would demonſtrate the 
abſolute infufficiency of all human attainments, and 
all buman endeavours, to procure life and ſal- 
wation,—For, in caſe we could perform every jot 
and tittle of the divine law; offend in no inſtance ; 
fall ſhort in no degree; perſevere to the very 
end; yet this would be no more than our preſent 
bounden duty. Not the leaſt pittance of merit could 
ariſe from all this. Much leſs could this be ſufficient 
to expiate original guilt, or remove the dreadful entail 
of the primitive all-deſtroying ſin. 

This, therefore, would moſt effectually preclude eve- 
ry falſe confidence; and fweep away, at one ſtroke, 
every refuge of lies *. It would lay us under an im- 
mediate, indiſpenſible, and. happy neceſſity, of be- 
taking ourſelves to CH IRST. —I ſay happy neceſſity; 
becauſe then we ſhould know, by experience, what each 


* T am ſurpriſed to ſee a learned author, attempting to ſheath 
the ting of this awful denunciation: attempting to prove, that 
the words ** do not ſignify GOD's eternal wrath, and the damna- 
„ tin of hell.” —T ſhall take no pains to confute, what this gen- 
tleman is pleaſed to advance. I ſhall leave the queſtion in the read- 
er's own breaft. - Let him diſcover, if he can, a different meaning 
in the ſentence. Unleſs he has a pretty. ſhrewd knack at ſophiſtry, 
1 am perfuaded, he will find it a difficult matter to give auy other 
tolerable turn to the paſſage. —Svrely, it muſt be a reproach to our 
venerable mother, if ſhe delivers her doctrine in language fo falla- 
ticus, as muſt neee ſſarily miſlead the generality of ber ſons: or in 
terms ſo abſtriſe, as even a good underſtanding eannot develop, 
without ſome proficiency in critical legerdemain, Far be it from 
me, to bring ſuch an dun upon our church. 

* Hof, ti. 15, Acher ſigniſies fronble. 

I | Ifai, xxvitl. 19. 
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part of our LORD's awful yet tender declaration 
meaneth; O 1/rael ! Thou haſi defroyed thyſelf; but in 
ME is thy helb f. We ſhould then find, that as fin 
and miſery have abounded through the firit Adam, 
merey and grace have much more abounded through the 
ſecond. For, if we were ruined by a crime, which 
we committed not; we are recovered by a righteouſ- 


neſs, which we performed not. A Ha, in- 


finitely ſurpaſſing whatever we could have acquired; 
even though our nature had been tranſmitted to us, 
free from any depravity, and exempt from all guilt. 
Ther. In your opinion then, and according to your 
ſcheme, ſalue and a regimen are better than a ſound 


conſtitution ! 


Aſp. No, Theron. | My opinion is, that none can 
think himſelf aggrieved, or have any reaſon to com- 


plain, at that grand and beneficent regulation, which 


ſuffers the g/immering taper to be obſcured or extin- 
iſhed, but ſheds abroad the boundleſs and maje/{;c 
— of day. And if any compariſon be made be- 
tween the moſt perfect human obedience, and the ever- 
laſting divine righteouſneſs of CHRIST, it thould 
be taken from the glimmering taper and the meridian 
fun. 1 2 es 
Ther. I cannot perſuade myſelf to admire ſuch myſ- 
terious and unaccountable notions. They mult puzzle 
ſome; will offend others: but cannot edify any. 
Aſp. This point, That we all died in Adam; were 
undone by his apoſtacy; cannot puzzle the ſimpleſt, if 
unprejudiced mind.—-Nor will it offend: any, but the 
proud philoſopher, or the ſelf-righteous moraliſt. 
And I aſſure you, I ſhould not mention it, much lets 
inſiſt upon it, did it not ſubſerve, in a very ſingular 
manner, the purpoſes of edification. .'The doctrine of 
8 REDEEMER, obeying and dying in our ſtead, is 
the very hinge and centre of all evangelical revela- 


tions: is the very life and ſoul of all evangelical bleſ- 


fings.... This doctrine is not a little illuſtrated, and 
comes very much recommended, by the imputation of 
Adam's ſin. f | M7 4 


* Hoſ. xiii. 9. 


5 Þ Contrarits, 


it 


ſent ſubje, with 
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'" Contraries, you know, caſt light upon, and fet off 
each other. Winter and its ſevere cold, make ſprin 
and its cheering warmth, more ſenſibly perceived, on, 
more highly dete Such an influence has the pre- 
pect to the vicarious obedience of 
our MEDIATOR. The more clearly we ſee the 
reality of the firſt, the more thoroughly we ſhall diſ- 
cern the expediency , the exce/lency, the glory of the laſt. 
The more we are humbled under a conviction of the 


former, the more we ſhall covet, or the more we ſhall 


triumph in, the enjoyment of the latter.—The apoſtle 


draws long parallel, or rather forms a ſtrong con- 
traſt between them, in the fifth chapter to the Romans. 
He ſpeaks copiouſly of Adam's guilt, imputed to all 
mankind for condemnation and death: that he may 
ſpeak the "more acceptably, the more charmingly of 
CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, imputed to all — for 
juſtification and life. In that dart ground, he well 
knew, this faireſt lovelieſt flower of Chriſtianity, ap- 
pears with peculiar beauty ; indeed, with all the beauty 
of conſummate wiſdom, and adorable benignity. 

Ther.” It really ſeems to me a thing impoſſible, that 
one man's righteoufneſs ſhould be made another's Can 
one man hve by the ſoul of another? Or be learned 
by the learning of another ?—Good Aſpaſio, never at- 
tempt to maintain ſuch palpable abſurdities. They will 

expoſe Chriſtianity to the ſeorn of infidels. 
Aſp. If infidels feoff at this comfortable truth, their 


ſcoſhny will be, like all their other cavils, not the voice 


of reaſon, but the clamour of prejudice. 
My friend's objection infinuates, what we never aſ- 


ſert; That the righteouſneſs of CHRIS F is tra 5 


fu fed into believers. Which would, doubtleſs, be in 
fact impoſſible, as it is in theory abfurd.— But this we 
diſarow, as ſtrenuoufly as you can oppoſe. The R E- 
DEEMER's righteouſnefs is made ours, not by infu- 
ſion, but by in — The very terms we uſe, may 
acquit - om ch a ridiculous charge ; as imputation 

ing to the account of one, what is 
4 done or aud by another.“ Accordingly we be- 
lie ve, that the ri ghteouſneſs which juſtifies, abides in 


CHRIST, but is — to our account: that CH Rl ed? 
an 
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and CHRIST alone, actually performed it: that 
CHRIST, and CHRIST alone, perſoually poſ- 
ſeſſes it: but that performing it in our ſtead, and. poi- 
ſeſling it as our covenant-head, GO D imputes it to 
us OD accepts us for it accepts us as much, as if 
we had, on our own behalf and in our own perſons, 
ſeverally fulfilled it. Nur 1 
Though one man cannot live, be actuated with a 
principle of life, by the foul of another; yet you mutt 
allow, that one man, nay, that many men may live, 
be continued in the poſſeſſion of lite, for the. righteauſ= 
neſs of another. Or elſe you muſt do, what I am ſure 
you abhor you mult charge, with abſurdity and im- 
(bility, even the declaration of JEHOVAEFE 
Hinaſelf ; If 1 find in Sodom fifty righteous within the. 
city, then will I ſpare all the place FOR THEIR SAR ES. 
Ther. Not all your refinements can reconcile me to 
this uncouth notion.— The practice is unexampled, and - 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the rules of d:/tributive jui- 
uce. f 
Aſp. Ah!) my Theron, if we look for examples of 
G O D's unbounded goodneſs, amongſt the puny pro- 
ceedings of men; we ſhall be led into the moſt extra- 
vagant miſapprehenſions. To meaſure. one. of the 
ſparks on your ring, and fancy we have taken the di- 
menſion of the Alps or the Andes, would be, in com- 
pariſon of this error, a ſmall miſtake. Since, between 
a brilliant ſpeck, and. a range of mountains, there is 
ne proportion: but between human beneficence, and 
this heavenly bounty, there cannot. poſſibly be auy.— 
However, the all · condeſcending CREATOR has 
been pleaſed, ſo to diſpenſe his infinitely rich grace; 
that we may find, though nothing parallel in any, no- 
thing correſpondent in all circumſtances; yet ſome 
faint ſhadow of its manner, among the affairs of. man- 
kind. Something, that may perhaps give us ſuch an. 
idea of the ſtupendous ſubject, as a g/ow-worm would 


Food the ſun's 2 in caſe a perſon had never be- 


that magnificent luminary.— This remark. I. muſt 
Gen. Xvili. 26. | 


O 3 intreat 
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intreat you to recollect, whenever I attempt to e/uci- 
date the myſteries of the goſpel, by any occurrences in 
common life. ' 
When your worthy miniſter was diſabled, by a rheu- 
matic diſorder, from attending on the bufineſs of his 
function, ſeveral of the neighbouring clergy gave him 
their aſſiſtanee. Was he not, by this vicariaus perſor- ä 
mance of his office, intitled to all the profits of his li- 
ving !—It ſeems therefore not ſo une xampled a thing, 
tor one per n to act in another's ſtead. And when a 
fſerviee is thus diſcharged by the proxy, the benefit may, 
according to the received maxims of mankmd, accrue 
to the principal. Did not Jehu's deſcendents, even to 
IM the fourth generation , reap. the advantage of their 
great ather's zeal? Does not the Dul, of #4 & 
enjoy the honours and rewards, won by the ſword of 
"2 victorious anceſtor ?—And- may not the whole world 
of believers, with equal, with far greater juſtice, re- 
ceive life and falvation, on account of their all-deſer- 
ving SAVIOUR? Eſpecialtj, ſince He and They 
are one myſticat body; reprefented as ſuch in ſcrip- 
ture, and confidered as fuch by GOD. 
No, fay you: « this is contrary to the rules of diſ- 
t tributive juſtice.” What is your idea of a ſurety ? 
How was the affair tated, and how were matters ne- 
ated, with relation to your generous acquaintance 
ilander? He, vou know, was bound for an untor- 
tunate brother, who lately ſtepped aſide. 
Ther. The debt, by his brother's abſconding, devol- 
ved upon Philander. He was reſponſible for all, and 
obliged to pay the whole ſum. | 
Aſp. Was not his payment as ſatigſactary to the cre- 
ditor, as if the money had been paid in the debtor's 
own perſon, by the debtor's own hand? - 1 
| Ther. Certainly. - 


* 2 Kings x. 30. By this inftance—by bleſſing the Iſraelites, for 
the ſake of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob--by ſhewing mercy to So- 
lomon, and his poſterity, on account of David their father—and 
by many ſach patterns recorded in ſcripture; the LORD ſeems to 
have conſtituted a ſign, and to have kept up a memorial, of his 
purpoſe to ſave ſinners, by the deeds and deſerts of another. 


Aſp 
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Aſp. Was not the debtor, by this vicarious payment, 
releaſed from all fear of proſecution, and acquitted from 
any future demand on this fcore ? ; 

Ther. He was. | 

Aſp. Apply this inſtance- to the redemption of ſin- 
ners by JESUS CHRIST, who is in the facred 
writings expreſsly ſtyled a SURETY *.—lIt Philan- 
der's act was deemed, in the eftimation of law, the act 
of his brother; if the deed of the former was imputed,. 
in point of advantage, entirely to the latter, why 
ſhould not the ſame effects take place, with regard to 
the divine bondſman, and poor inſolvent finners? Why 
fhould that be exploded in our ſyſtem of divinity, 
which is univerſally admitted in our courts of juſtice ? 

Ther. Obedience and Aghteouine(s are, in the na- 
ture of the things themſelves, perſonal qualities, and 
only fo. Every man is that only (and can be nothing 
elſe) which he is in himſelf. 

Ap. Righteouſneſs, as dwelling in us, is undoubted- 

y a perſonal quality. Obedience, as performed by us, 
comes under the ſame denomination.. But does this 
fuperſede the neceſſity, or deſtroy the exiſtence of un- 
puted righteouſneſs ?—Your firſt propoſition is ambi- 
guous. Let it ſpeak. diſtinctly; add inlerent to your 
righteoutneſs, and the ſenſe becomes determinate, but - 
the argument falls to the ground. | 

« Every man is that only (and can be nothing elſe): 
« which he is in himſelf.” —It I had never ſeen the 


Bible, I ſhould have yielded my ready aſſent to this 


— But when I open the Old Teſtament, and 
d it written by the prophet, 1x the LON D. hall ail 
the houſs of Ifrael be juſtified F ; when I turn to the 
New "Teſtament, and hear the apoſtle ſaying, Je are 
complete in HIM, who is the head of all principalities 


and powers | I cannot concur with Theron, without 


contradicting revelation.— Iſrael. or the true believer, 
is faid to be juſtified ; and the foundation of this ble{- 
78 is declared to be, not in himſelf, but in the 
LORD. The Coloſſians are faid to be complete, 
which we are very certain they were not in chemſelves, 


* Heb. vi. 23. + Ifai. xlv. 25. Il. ii. 10. 
and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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and are expreſsly aſſured, they were ſo in CHRIST. 
Hence it appears, quite contrary to my friend's 
aſſertion, that ſinners both have and are that ir. 
CHRIST, which they neither have nor are in them. 
ſelves. They have by imputation a righteouſne/7 in 
CHRIST; they are by this imputed rightcoulneſ; 
complete before GOD. "th 

I believe, your miſtake proceeds from neglecting to 


diſtinguiſh between inHereNnT and impuTED.—We ne- 
ver ſuppoſe, that a profane perſon is devout, or an in- 
temperate perſon ſober. To live ſoberly, and act de- 


voutly, is inherent righteouſneſs. But we maintain, 
that the profane and intemperate, being convinced of 
their iniquity, and betaking themſelves to the all-fi- 


cent SAVIOUR for redemption, are intereſted in 


the merit both of his lite and of his death. This is 
imputed righteouſneſs. We farther affirm, that, though 
criminal in themſelves, they are made righteous in 
CHRIST, and are accepted by GOD for his belo- 


ved 8 O N's ſake. This is juftifcation through impuicd 


righteouſneſs. 

Neither is this a precarions or unwarrantable opi- 
nion, but the clear and poſitive declaration of ſcripture. 
He juſtifieth ; he abſolves from guilt ; he treats as righ- 
teous — Whom? Upright, — ſinleſs creatures ? 
This were nothing extraordinary.— No; but he 
the ungodly *, that believe in the LORD JESUS; 
imputing, as the ground of this juſtification, heir treſ- 


. paſſes to- him, bis righteouſneſs to them. This is 


divinely gracious indeed! 

Ther. I ſee no occaſion. for ſuch nice diſtinctions, and 
metaphyſical ſubtilties, in plain popular divinity. Hard 
terms and abſtruſe notions may perplex the head, but 
ſeldom improve the heart. 

Aſp. Why then. de you oblige us to make uſe of 
them ? If ſome people twiſt and entangle the reins, it 
behoves others to clear them of. the embarraſſment, and 
replace them in their due poſition, —Many writers, ei- 
ther from an artful deſign, or through a ſtrange inad- 


vertence, have jumbled and confounded theſe two very 


Rom. iv. 5. 


different 
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different ideas. Hence they have ſtarted objections to 
our doctrine, which, the moment you introduce this 


obvious diſtinction, vaniſh into air. They broach a 


miſtake of their own, and then charge the abſurdity 
upon others. | 

I am no more fond of hard terms, and abſtruſe no- 
tions, than my Theron: Neither can I think the in- 
ſtance before us is fo abſtruſe and intricate. I am very 
certain, you are capable of comprehending much high- 
er and nicer refinements. Therefore, I muſt once again 
entreat you to remember the very material difference 
between inherent and imputed righteouſneſs. The for- 
mer is the eſſence of ſanctification; the latter is the 
ground of juſtification. By this, we are reitored to 


the favour of GOD ; by Hat, we are made meet ſor 


his heavenly kingdom. Let this diſtinction, which is 
ealy, which is ſcriptural, which is important, take 
place, and we may for the future diſmiſs what you call 
the metaphyſical ſubtilties. Our diſagreement will 
ceaſe, and our opinions tally. 

' Ther. 1 queſtion that, Aſpaſio. There are other 
difhculties to be got over, before I can digeſt ſo crude 
an opinion.—lIf we are juſtified by the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, then the righteouſneſs which juſtifies man- 
Lind is already wrought out. 

AP. And this you take to be a notorious falſhood; 
whereas I look npon it as a certain and moſt delightful 
truth.— The righteouſneſs, which juſtifies ſinful man, 
was 's on foot, when GOD ſent forth his SON from 
the babitation of his holineſs and glory, to be born of 
a woman, and made ſubject to the law.— It was car- 
riet on through the whole courſe of our SAVIOUR's 
life, in which he always did fuch things, as magnified 
the law, and were pleaſing to his heavenly FATHER. 
It was completed at that ever-memorable, that grand 
period of time, when the bleſfed IMMANUEL 
bowed his dying head, and cried, with a ftrong tri- 
umphant voice, IT 1s FinN1$HED. | 

If the juſtifying righteouſneſs was to be wrought by 
our ſelves, we could never be truly and fully juſtified till 
death; till our warfare is accompliſhed, and our /a/? 
act of obedience exerted. — But how —— a 

uc 
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ſich an apprehenſion ! And how miſerable would it 
render our lives! — How contrary is ſuch a ſentiment 
to the determination of the apoſtle, 7e art juſtified * 1 
as well as to the experience of Chriſtians, We art paid 
from death unto life 7. 

Ther. Soothed then with this pleaſing ſurmiſe, may 
not the 7bertine ſay to his ſonl ?—© Soul, take thine 
„ eaſe in the moſt indolent ſecurity. All my carnal 
« appetites, indulge yourſelves without reſtraint. Con- 
« ſcience, be under no ſolicitude to hve ſoberly, righ. 


t teouſly, and godlily : For the work is done; all dane 


„ to my hands. I am like ſome fortunate heir, whoſe 
« parents have been ſucceſsfully induſtrious, and have 
« Teft nothing to exerciſe the diligence of their ſurvi- 
« ving ſon, but only to poſſeſs the inheritance, and 
« hve on labours not his own.“ 

Aſp. The libertine, who only ſpeculates or diſputes, 
may indeed abuſe the doctrine of grace. But the belie- 
ver, who is guided and influenced by the power of 
grace, will improve it to better purpoſes. Where the 
ormer only fuduates on the underitanding, ſuch de. 
teſtable conſequences may enſue. Where the latter 
2 on the heart, it will always produce very dif- 

nt effects. Such a perſon, from ſuch a faith, will 
never be inclined to inactivity or licentiouſneſs; no 
more than our buſy companions, with their hummin 
notes, and honied thighs, are, by this bright ſunſhine 
and all theſe expanded bloſſoms, inclined to ſerp away 
their hours in the hive. You may as ſoon expect to ſee 
theſe colonies of the fpring ſwarming in December, 
clinging to an icicle, or diſperſing themſelves to gather 
honey on the ſnow, as to ſee a truly gracious man, 
who is dead to ſin, living any longer therein F.—G 0 D 
forbid || ! He abhors the very thought. d 

Whoever, therefore, ſo ſhamefully pervert; ſo ſweet 
and plorious a doctrine, is a witneſs againſt himſelf, 
that he has neither lot nor portion in the ineſtimable 
privilege. Does an animal ſuck poiſon from the moſt 
wholeſome herbs ? We are ſure, from that infallible in · 


® x Cor. vi. 11. 11 John v. 20. + Rom. vi. 2. 
|| Rom, vi, x, 2. | 
dication, 


= 


Dial. , THERON D ASPASIO. 167 


dication, it is the vile ſpider, or ſome envenomed in- 
ſect, not the valuable and.induſtrious bee. 

Ther. Truly, Aſpaſio, I know not how to call that 
doctrine ſweet, much Jeſs can I recommend it as 
wholeſome, which renders repentance, perſonal refor- 
mation, and inherent rectitude needlc/5 : And, if your 
tenet is once received, all theſe duties may fairly be 
diſmiſſed : So that, if the thing was poſſible, yet it 
would be pernicious. | | 

Aſp. The prophet was of another mind ; They ſhall 
hank on him, whom they have pierced, and mourn t. Sin- 
ners ſhall look by faith to their crucified LORD; 
ſhall ſee him faſtened with nails to the curſed tree ; ſee 
him ſtabbed to the heart by the bloody ſpear ; and re- 
' membering, that this was the puniſhment due to their 

provocations ; believing, that by this puniſhment they 

are freed from all penal ſufferings, and intitled to all 

ſpiritual bleſſings ; they ſhall not be tempted to tranſ- 

: greſs, but incited to mourn, not play the profligate, 

ut act the penitent.— The apoſtle exactly agrees with 

the prophet; and both are diametrically oppoſite to my 

friend ; The goodneſs, the tranſcendent and inconceiva- 

ble goodneſs of GOD our SAV10UR, inſtead of di- 
verting from, leadeth to repentance *. 

Far from obſtructing, it powerfully promotes per/c- 
nal reformation; For thus ſaith that all-wiſe BEING, 
who intimately knows our frame, and diſcerns what is 
moſt effectual to work upon our minds, The grace of 
GOD, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared, teaching 
ur, that, denying all ungodlineſs and worldly lufls, we 
ſhould live Alen, righteouſly,, and godlily in this preſent 
evil world f. Grace, you obſerve, even that gloriouſly 
free grace, which bringeth ſalvation to unworthy crea- 
tures, is a diſſuaſive of all vice, and an encouragement 
to every virtue. . 

As to inherent rectitude, how can that be rendered 
needleſs by impured righteouſneſs ? Is healch rendered 
inügnificant by the abundance of our riches? Does eaie 

| become ſuperfluous through the beauty of our apparel ? 
—Holineſs is the hea/th of our ſouls, and the eaſe of 
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dur minds: whereas ungovernable paſſions create keen. 
er anguith, than a brood of vipers- gnawing our bo- 
 ſJotas. Inordinate deſires are a more intolerable ny. 

ſance, than {warms of locuſts infeſting our abodes. To 
regulate thoſe, and to reſtrain theſe, can never be need. 
leſs, till comfort and ſorrow change their properties ; 
till the diabolical nature becomes equally deſirable with 
the divine. 

Ther. The believer indeed, out of mere generoſity, 
ay, if he pleaſe, add works of righteouſneſs of hi; 
own. But his main intereſt is ſecure without them. 
AA. Rather, Theron, he n out of duty, he a 
out of gratitude, and from the new diſpoſition of his 
nature he cannot but, add to his faith works of righte- 
ouſneſs. | 

How runs the heavenly edit, in this caſe made and 
provided? I will, that they aubo have believed in 60 D, 
for pardon of fin and life eternal, be careful to maintain 

works *.—— How beats the priſe of a believing ſoul? 

ou may feel it in that truly generous demand, made 
by the Plalmiſt, What ſhall I render unto the LORD, 
for delivering me from . impending death, from deſer- 
ved damnation, and for all the benefits that he hath done 
unto me +? A grateful heart wants not the goad, but 
is a ſpur to itſelf. How leans the bia, of his nature? 
He is new-born, created in CHRISTJESUS unto 
hops works 4; his delight is in the law of the LORD ||. 
Whatever is our ſupreme delight, we are ſure to proſe- 
cute, and proſecute with ardour. He cannot but ſpeak 
the things which aue have ſeen and heard |, was the pro- 


Tit. iii. 8. The original word Tgo:rac}a1 has a beauty and an 
energy, which, I believe, it is ;impotfible for our language to pre- 
ſerve by any literal tranſlation. It implies, that a believer ſhould 
not only be exerciſed in, but eminent for : Il good works; ſhould 
ſhew others the way, and outtrip them in the honourable race; be 
both a pattern and a patron of univerſal godlineſs. 

FT Pal. cxvi. 12. + Eph. ii. 10. | Pal. i. 2. 

I Cannot but—This is an expreſſion, uſed by the apoſtles, Acts 
iv. 20. It deſcribes the genuine and habitual propenſity of their 
new nature. As the com paſſionate bowels cannot but yearn at ſpec- 
tacles of miſery; as the benevolent heart cannot but dilate with 
pleaſure at the ſight of a brother's happineſs ; ſo the uew creature 
in CHRIST cannot but Jdefi.e to glorify, and delight to obey, the 
ever-bleliked G O D. — 

| feſſion 


* 
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ſeſſion of the apoſtles; if applied to practical godlineſs, 


it is the experience of the Chriſtian, a 

Nor can his main intereſt be ſecure without a holy o- 
bedience. Becauſe, the Judge of the world, at the day 
of eternal retribution, will declare to the workers of ini- 
quity : I never knew you ; depart from me. Becauſe 
holineſs, though not the cauſe of our admittance to the 
beatific viſion ; is ſo neceſſary a qualification, that avizh- 
out it no man ſhall ſee the LORD +. Without it, there 
is no acceſs to heaven, neither could there be any en- 
joyment in heaven. 

Ther. Pray, recollect yourſelf, Aſpaſio. According 
to the tenour of your own illuſtration, the neceſſity of 
perſonal obedience is evidently vacated. For, how can 
the law demand a debt of the principal, which has been 
fully diſcharged by the ſurety ? Does not ſuch a doctrine 
ſupply conſequences, very hurtful to piety and virtue? 

Aſp. The debt of penal ſuffering, and the debt of per- 
fe& obedience, are fully diſcharged by our divine SU- 
RETY. So that we are no longer under a neceſſity of 
obeying, in order to obtain an exemption from puniſh- 
ment, or to lay the foundation for our final acceptance. 
We are nevertheſs engaged, by many other obligations, 
to walk in all dutiful and conſcientious regard to tke 


law. 


The Levites were a type of CHRIST. The Le- 
viter, faith the holy One of 7/rael, hall do the ſervice of 
the congregation, and bear their iniquities F,— Do the ſa- 
cred ſervice,” whereby the people were accepted before 
GOD—Bear their ſeveral iniquities, whereby they ob- 
tained remiſſion of ſins.—Iſrael, you ſee, by means of 
the Levites and their miniſtrations, were made partak- 
ers of pardon, of peace, and the divine favour. This 
is undeniable. But did this vacate the neceflity of their 

onal obedience? Could this ſupply conſequences very 
urtful, or in any degree hurtful, to their piety and 
virtue Where then was the wiſdom of the law-giver? 
What a reflection this on the author of ſuch an inſtitu- 
tion? Either HE could not be wiſe and holy, or elſe 
this charge muſt be falſe and groundleſs. 


* Matt. vii. 23. + Heb. xii. 14. Numb. zvili. 23. 
Vor. I. P + Ther, 
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Ther. Many other obligations you ſay. Inſtance i 
ſome, and demonſtrate the charge to be groundleſs. 

Aſp. Obedience, perſonal obedience, is neceſſary, be- 
.cauſe—this is the moſt authentic proof of our love to 
the gracious REDEEMER; / ye love me, keep ny 
commandments * —this is a comfortable evidence ot our 
union with that exalted.head ; He that abideth in me, aud 
I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit F—this is al- 
ſo the moſt effectual method of adorning our profeſſion; 
and of winning our neighbours to embrace the goſpel. 
Let your light, the light of your exemplary converſation, 
not only appear, but /hine* before mene that they, [ering 
your godd works, may think honourably of your religion f. 
May glorify your FAT HER which is in heaven ; and 
ſay, with thoſe proſelytes mentioned by the prophet, / 
ewill go with you. 

Are not theſe obligations? Real obligations? Obli- 
gations, whoſe reality will never be diſputed, whoſe 
force muſt always be felt, by the true believer.— Do aue 
then make void the law, through an imputed righteouſ- 
neſs? No, verily: but—t gratitude to the crucified IE. 
SUS, have any conſtraining influence; if a concern for 
our own comfort and happineſs have any perſuaſive e- 
nergy; if there be any thing inviting, any thing deſir- 
able, in the proſpe&t of honouring GO D, and ediſy- 
ing man — we eſtabliſh the law. By all theſe generous, 
manly, endearing motives, we enforce its precepts, and 
provide for its obſervance. 

Ther. Should we admit this doctrine, mankind could 
no longer be conſidered as in themſelves, and ſolely in 
* accountable creatures. Nor would the future 
judgment be an eguitable diſtribution of rewards and pu- 
niſhments; but only GO D's awful and uncontroulable 
execution of his own arbitrary and irreverſible decrees. 

Aſp. I have never been accuſtomed to conſider man- 
kind, under the goſpel diſpenſation, as accountable h- 
+ in themſelves. Becauſe, in this comfortable and be- 


* John xiv. 15. + John xv. 5. 

+ Matt. v. 16. Therefore, by our LORD in this place, and 
by 3t. Paul in his epiſtle to Titus, good works are called Ka 
29g, graceful, beautecus, aruamental. 
Nig! 
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mign ſcheme, a MEDIATOR. intervenes ; under- 


takes to anſwer for his people; and bears the cha/ti/e- 
ment of their peace.—Were we accountable ſolely in our- 
ſelves, CHRIST as our great HIGH-PRIEST),- 
would be ſet aſide; and his ſacrifice, as a propitiation 
for ſin, be of none effect. 

Why may not the future judgment, be an equitable 
diſtribution of rewards and punithments? If thoſe, who 
reject the atonement of the dying JESUS, and refuſe 
to depend on his conſummate DRY are left to 
ſtand or fall, according to the iſſue of their own obedi- 
ence. If believers, on the other hand, are accepted 
through their moſt meritorious REDEEMER; but 
rewarded with higher or inferior degrees of felicity, in 
proportion to the ſanctity of their nature, and uſeful- 
neſs of their lives. —T ſee nothing arbitrary in this pro- 
cedure; but an admirable mixture of jult ſeverity, and 
free goodneſs —On thoſe, who reje the atonement, 74ſt 
froerity—To thoſe, who rely on their SAVIOUR, 
free giodneſc. | 

ber. The obedience of CHRIST was wholly due 
for himſelf; and therefore could not merit for another. 

Aſp. A bold affertion this! Whoever can make it 
good, will infallibly overthrow my opinion; and abſo- 

utely deſtroy my hopes. But ſurely, Theron, it is not 
your real ſentiment. 

Could it then be matter of duty in the eternal SON, - 
to be born of a woman; and in the LORD of Lords, 
to become the ſervant of all? Could it be matter of du- 
ty in the KING of glory, to embrace the infamy of 
the croſs; and in the PRINCE of life, to pour out 
tus ſoul unto death If all this was matter of duty, the 
ever-bleſled JESUS (how ſhall I ſpeak it? Who can 
believe it?) was no better than an unprofitable ſervant ®. . 
For, ſuch is the acknowledged character of one, who 
does no more, than— 

Ther. Not ſo faſt, nor quite fo vehement, my friend. 
Remember what the ſcripture affirms. CHRIST is 
there ſaid to receive a commandment, and be ſubjed to 
the law, Both which expreſſions imply obligation and- 

® Luke xvii. 10. 
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4: In order to accompliſh our redemption, the SON 
of GOD ſubmitted himſelf to the commandment. But 
this was his own ſpontaneous act. The matter of his /7e- 
choice. To which he lay under no obligation, till he 
engaged to become our ſurety. 

Being in the firm of G OD, he was lord of the law; 
and no more ſubject to its commands, than obnoxious to 
its curſe. Nevertheleſs, he tool upon him the form of a 
ſervant ; and was made under the law.—Wherefore ? Be- 
cauſe it was his bounden duty, to put his neck under 
the yoke “? Impoſſible to imagine !—Or, that he uit 
obtain everlaſting lite and glory for himſelf? No ſuch 
thing. But that he might redeem thoſe who were under the 
laav f. From which it appears, that both his engagement 
and his obedience were, not for himfelf, but for his people. 
— Therefore the prophet cries out, with holy exultation; 
To us a child is born; To us a ſon is given}! His incar- 
nate ſtate and human nature, together with all that he 
did and ſuffered in both, were for us: hee aſſumed on 
our account, theſe referred to our advantage. 

Let us conſider this, and be amazed! and be charm- 
ed !—The great univerſal LORD vouchſafes to pay 
univerſal obedience ! What condeſcenſian was here !—He 
vonchſafes to pay it, for us men, and for our redemp- 
tion! What goodneſs was this! 

Ther. Before we indulge the devotional ſtrain, we 
ſhould take care that our 42 is founded on ration- 
al principles. Otherwiſe it may prove, not like the fire 
on the altar, which was always burning, and never went 
out ; but like the flaſh of a fſky-rocket, which glitters 
one moment, and is extinguiſhed the next.—Suppoſe l 
ſtould ſay, all this obedience was neceſſary in CHRIST, 
as a qualifying condition for the prieſtly office; and in or- 
der to confer merit, on the ſacrifice of his death. 

Aſp. This you are welcome to ſay. But I hope, you 
will not, like a certaia acquaintance of ours, be deter- 


Acts xv. 10, + Gal. iv. 5. 

+ Hai. ix. 6. Eft preterea emphaſis ſingularis in vore nobis. Sig- 
nificat id, quod omnes ſentiunt, noltro bono & commodo natum «//e. 
hunc puerum imperatorem.  Vi1TRI1NG. 

The original is, not W for himſelf, but h for us, and our good: 
for us men, and our ſalvation. L 
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mined never to unſay or retract, what you have once 
aſſirmed. - Vou will pleaſe to remember, that there was 
no need of any ſuch qualifying condition: the dignity 
of our LOR D's perſon, being, of itſelf, ſufhicient to 
render his ſacrifice infinitely ſatisfactory, and infinitely 

meritorious. | 

Hence it will appear, that, for every thing advanced 

upon this ſubject, we have a ſolid foundation, in reaſon, | 
as well as in ſcripture.—dcripture teaches us, that the 
man CHRIST. IES US, was united to the ſecond- 
Perſon of the eternal TRINETTY.—Reaſon aſſures 


us, that, by virtue of this union, he mult have an un- 


queſtionable right to everlaſting life and glory. If fo, - 
he could be under no neceſſity of obeying, in order to 
procure either honour or happineſs for hiraſelt.—There- 
fore, all that he. performed, in conformity to the pre- 
ceptive part of the law, he performed under the cha- 
racter of a public perſon: in the place, and for the be- 
nefit of his ſpiritual ſeed. That they might be intereſted- 
in it, and juſtified by it. ä 
Ther. Be it ſo: the believer is intereſted in CHRIST's + 
righteouſneſs. —Pray;” is he intereſted in all, or only in 
part?—If in a//, then every behever is equally righte- - 
ous, and equally to be rewarded. - Which is contrary 
to an allowed maxim, that there will be different al- 
lotments- of happineſs in the heavenly world. —If in 
part only, how will you aſcertain the degree? What 
proportion belongs to this perſon, and what to the o- 
— 1 way, your ſcheme is inextricably embar- 
ed 
Aſp. The reply to my Theron's inquiry, is eaſy; and 
the embarraſiment he mentions, is but imaginary.— E 
very true believer is intereſted in a//.CH RIS T's righ- 
teoulneſs; in the a merit of his ſpotleſs * nature, of 
his perfect obedience, and expiatorydeath. «© I CHRIST 
* divided? "ſaid a holy perſon in his laſt moments. No; 
& I have the whole of his righteouſneſs. - All that be- 
{© did, all that he ſuffered for the redemption of ſin- 
“ners, is mine.“ KS 
You are a great admirer of anatomy, Theron, and 
mult undoubtedly remember the very peculiar. ſtrutture 
of the ear. Other parts of the body are progreſſive in 
: P 3 their 
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their growth. Their bulk is proportioned to the infan- 
tile, or manly age. But the organs of hearing, I have 
been informed, are preciſely of the /ame ſize, in the ſee- 
ble infant, and the confirmed adult. —Juſtification like- 
wiſe, being abſolutely neceſſary to a ſtate of acceptance 
with GOD, is, in every ſtage of the Chriſtian courſe, 
and. even in the firſt dawn of fincere faith, complete. 
With regard to the exiſtence of the privilege, there is no 
difference “ in the babes, the young men, the fathers in 
CHRIST. The perception, the aſſurance, the comfort- 
able enjoyment of the benefit, may increaſe. But the be- 
nefit itſelf is incapable of augmentation. 

The various advances in ſanctification, account for 
the various degrees of future glory. Not account for 
them only, but render them entirely reaſonable, and, ac- 
cording to our apprehenſion of things, unavoidable. Even 
as they ſeem perfectly agreeable, to the repreſentations 
of the goſpelF.—As to tettling the proportion, we may 
ſafely leave that to the ſupreme ARBITRATOR. 
He, who meteth out the heavens with a ſpan, and ſetteth 
4 compaſs upon the face of the deep, cannot be at a loſs 
to adjuit this particular. . | 

Ther. The organs of hearing, though not preciſely, 
are very nearly of the ſame bulk, in the babe and the 
man. They acquire, from advancing years, ſcare any 
thing more than an inereaſe of ſolidity. So that I make 
no objection to your illuſtration, but only to your doc- 
trine. 

IH CHRIST has done all, and we are entitled to 
his whole merits only by believing; to be ſaved, muſt 
be the egi thing in the world. Whereas, the Bible 
repreſents Chriſtianity, as a race and a warfare, a (tate 


* To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks one of our moſt celebrated divines; 
as great an adept in ſacred literature, as ages have produced. —* All 
are juſtified alike : the ruth of faith juſtifying, not the meaſure. 
«« Juſtification therefore is the ſame in all that believe: though their 
"*« belief be in different degrees. So, once in the wilderneſs, all ga- 
„ thered not manna in the ſame meaſure; yet, when all came to 
„% meaſure, they had all alike; none above an omer, none under.” 

L1GATFOOT, Vol. II. p. 1052. 

+ See Dan. xii. 3. 1 Cor. iii. 8. 2 Cor. ix. 6. Luke xix. 12, 
13, Cc. Where the ſervant, chat gained five pounds, is made rnl- 
er over hve cities: while another, who acquired double the ſum, is 
promoted to double honour, 
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of conflict and a eourſe of ſtriving.— In good truth, Aſ- 
paſio, you propheſy pleaſing things. Divinity is not 
your profeſſion; or elſe, I thould number you among 
« the ſmooth, emollient, downy doors.” For, accor- 
ding to the articles of your creed, there is no more dif- 
ficulty in acquiring heaven and falvation, than in. riſing 
from our ſeat, \ 

Aſp. If we conſider the enjoyment of heaven, in a le- 
gal view z if we regard it, as an acqui/ition to be made 
by ourſelves ; it will then be, I ſay, not only extremely 
difficult, but abſolutely impoſſible. Whereas, if we con- 
ſider it in the evangelical light; if we regard it, as the 
gift of GOD; it is then attended with no other diffi- 
culty, than that which conſiſts in believing the report, 
and receiving the grace of the goſpel.— To believe, is 
certainly a moſt eaſy thing in itſelf, and would be e- 

ually eaſy to us, were not our minds darkened and en- 
feebled by the corruption of nature, aſſaulted and em- 
barraſſed by the temptations of ſatan . On account of 
theſe impediments, we often find the duty of believing - 
accompanied with difficulties ; with many and great dit- 
ficulties; ſuch as wilt abundantly juſtify the language 

of the apoſtle, when he ſpeaks of Hghting the good fight | I. 

and running the race} of faith. 

A ſinner, ſeeking for heaven and ſalvation, I would. 
not compare to an active gentleman riſing from his ſeat ; 
but rather to a /hip-wrecked mariner, labouring to gain 
ſome place of fafety.—He eſpies a large rect, which 
rears its head above the boiſterous flood. To this he 
bears away, and to this he approaches: but, whirling 
winds, and daſhing waves, drive him back to an un- 
happy diſtance. —Exerting all his ſtrength, he advan- 
ces nearer ſtill ; and attempts to climb the deſirable e- 
minence. When, a ſweeping ſurge interpoſes, and drench- 
es him in the rolling deep. —By determined efforts, he 
recovers the ſpace he had loſt. Now, he faſtens on the 
cliff, and has-almoſt eſcaped the danger. But, there is 
ſuch a numbneſs in his limbs, that he cannot maintain 


2 See Marſhall's ce, laben of Sonflifaion. Edit 6. page 
203, C. . 
+ 1 Tim. vi. 12. } Heb. xii. r, 2. 
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his hold ; and ſuch an impetuous ſwell in the ocean, 
that he is once more diflodged, and plunged afreſh into 
the raging billows. What can he do? His life, his pre- 
cious life is at take. He muſt renew, ſtill renew, and 
never intermit his endeavours, Neither let him aban- 
don himſelf to deſpair. The MAS. T ER ſees him, 
amidſt all his fruitleſs toil. Let him cry earneſtly; 
LORD, fave me! J peri/h! And HE, who command- 
eth the winds and the waves, will-put forth his benefi- 
cent hand; will reſcue him from the devouring ſea; and 
ſet his feet upon the rock. Enabling him 0 believe, 7» 
the ſalvation of his ſoul. 

Such, my friend, ſo painful, ſo aſſiduous, are frequent- 
ly the conflicts of an awakened ſinner; before it is given 
him * to reſt, in peaceful ſecurity, on the rock of ages, 
CHRIST JESUS. Of this you may, ſome time or 
other be affured, not only from my lips, but from your 
own experience. . 

Ther. What may happen in ſome future period cf 
time, is beyond my. power to foreſee. At preſent, I am 
apt to think, we. maſt put a. {top to the theological lec- 
ture. Don't you remember our engagement with Al- 
tinous? Aud you will own, that punctuality in per form- 
ing our promiſes, is at leaſt a moral virtue, if it be not 


a Chriſtian grace. 
DT1ALOGUE YL. 
. affairs called him to London. He ſtaid 


in town a few days. But as ſoon as buſineſs was 
finiſhed, he quitted the city, and haſtened to his friend's 
country-ſeat. Upon his arrival, he ſound. ſome agree- 
able company, who came on purpoſe to ſpend an even- 
ing with the family. This incident gave a reſpite from 
controverſy, and prevented the immediate proſecution 
of their debate. As the next morning. proved milty, 
and unfit for walking abroad, Theron inyited Aſpuſio 
to paſs an hour in his ſtudy... 
It was ſituated at the extremity of a large gallery: 


P of Phil. 1. 29, 
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which, while it conducted the feet to a repoſitory of 
learning, interpoſed between the ear, and all the diſ- 
turbance of domeſtic affairs: So that you are accom- 
modated with every thing, that may regale a ſtudious 
mind, and incommoded with nothing, that may inter- 
rupt a ſedate attention.—Aſpaſio readily conſented to 
the propoſal, but deſired firit to take a turn in this 
beautiful oblang, and divert himſelf with the decorations 
of the place. 

Aſp. A very ſhort ſurvey, Theron, is ſufficient to 
diſcover the correctneſs of your judgment, and the true 
delicacy of your taſte.— Here are no impertinent and 
frivalous exhibitions of romantic tales, or poetic ſtories. 
Here are no indecent pieces of imagery, that tend to 
corrupt a chaſte, or inflame a wanton fancy.—On the 
contrary, I am preſented with a collection of maps, ac- 
curately drawn by the molt able hands, and with ſeve- 
ral remarkable tranſactions of antiquity, moſt eloquent- 
ly told in the language of the pencil.—You have hap- 
pily hit that grand point, which the gentleman of re- 
finement, as well as the author of genius, ſhould ever 
keep in his view—the union of the beneficial with the 
delightful *. | 

Ther. Indeed, my Aſpaſio, I have often been diſap- 


pointed, ſometimes even ſhocked, in the gardens, the 


porticos, and the walks of ſome modern virtugſi. Their 
pourtraits and ſtatues are little elſe but an aſſemblage 
of elaborate trifles. Ixion ſtretched upon the wheel, or 
Phaeton precipitated from the chariot : Apollo ſtring- 
ing his lyre, or Jupiter (I beg his ſupreme Highnels's 
pardon for not giving him the precedence in my cata- 
logue) beſtriding his eagle, and balancing his bolts. — 
Pray, where is the advantage of being introduced to 
this /abul2u} tribe of gentry ? What noble idea can they 
awaken, or what valuable impreſſion leave upon the 
mind? The beſt we can ſay of ſuch performances is, 
that they are-limning and ſculpture expenſively thrown 
away. 

This celebrated trumpery one can bear with, howe- 
ver. But when the painting and ſculpture, inſtead of 


Omne tulit punFum, gui miſcuit utile dulci. Hor. 
* enltivating 
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cultivating virtue, and improving our morals, are cal. 
culated to be the very bane of both—Will you call 74;; 
an elegant entertainment? No: 'tis a nuiſance ; tis a 
peſt.—In the /atues, I grant, every dimple ſinks, and 
every muſcle ſwells, with the exacteſt propriety. The 
countenance is animated with life, and the limbs are 
ready to ſtart into motion.— The picture, I am ſenſible, 
is as highly finithed as the effigy : The diſtributions of 
light and ſhade molt artfully adjuſted : The diminutions 
ot the perſpective true to a nicety : Nor can any thing 
exceed the eaſy flow of the robe, unleſs it be the grace- 
ful attitude, and almoſt ſpeaking aſpect, of the princi- 
pal figure.—Bar is this za/terly execution an equivalent 
for the molt malignant effects? for ſullying the purity 
of my fancy, and poiſoning the powers of my unagina- 
tion? | 

Is it an indication of the owner's judicious taſte, to 
prefer regularity of features in the hammered block 
before orderly and harmonious affections in his own 
breaſt ? Does it beſpeak a refined diſpoſition, or a bexe- 
volent temper, to be ſo extravagantly enamoured with 
the touches of a laſcivious pencil, as to expoſe them in 
the moſt frequented paſſages, and obtrude them on 
every unwary gueſt ?—vurely, this can create no very 
advantageous opinion of a gentletnan's intellectual dil- 
cernment ; much leſs can it raiſe an amiable idea of 
his oral character *. On ſuch occaſions, I am ſtrong- 
ly tempted to ſuſpect, that real honour is a ſtranger, 
where common decency ꝗ is wanting. | 

As for the artiſt, one can hardly forbear execrating 
his hateful folly, who could proſtitute ſuch fine talents 
to ſuch infamous purpoſes. — Deteſted be the chizzel! 
that teaches, though with inimitable dexterity, the 


Tis pity but the advice of Cicero (that great maſter of elegant 
taſte and polite manners) was received, as a ſtandard of regulation, 
by all our connoifleurs in the fine arts: In primis provideat, ne or- 
namenta ædium atque hortorum wvitium aliquod indiceat ineſſe mvri- 
bis. _ De Offic. 

+ A gentleman, obſerving ſome groſs indelicacies of this kind at 
the ſeat of a perſon of diſtinction, very acutcly (and I belicve too- 
juſtly) ſaid, 


- His paintings are the gibbet of his name. 
| | cold 
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cold obdurate marble td.enkindle diſſolute affections.— 
Abhorred be the pencil] that makes no other uſe of 
the moſt lovely colours, than to pollute the canvaſs, 


a is argued, I know, that many of thoſe pieces are 
e the completeſt models extant: An 2 reproach 
this the art but no apology for the performances, 
fince the mor e nicely they are executed, the more miſ- 
chievous Þ is their influence. It ſtrikes the ſurer, and 
finks the deeper. It dreſſes deſtruction gay, and paves 
with beauty the way to ruin. 

It is my chief ambition, Aſpaſio, to have all my de- 
corations ſo circumſtanced, that the beholder may 
learn ſome valuable precept in morality, or be reminded 
of ſome important event in hiſtory ; may find, even in 
the ſcenes of his amuſement, ſomething to eſtabliſh his 
virtue, or enlarge his knowledge. 


+ T hope it will not be thought improper, I wiſh it was entirely 
needleſs, to animadvert upon a practice, which is not only a re- 1 
proach to our Chriſtian profeſſion, but an in ult upon national deco- 
rum ; the practice of expoling to public view, and offering to pub» 

ie fale, ſuch ſhameful prints, as are fitted only to awaken florations 
deſires, and cheriſh the moſt profligate diſpoſitions. 

Such ſpectacles are a ſpecies of the ranteſt poiſon : And can the 
poiſon be leſs pernicious, becauſe it is received at the eye, inſtead 
of paſſing through the lips ? becauſe it tends more immediately to de- 
bauch the morals, and but remotely to deſtroy the conſtitution ?—— 
No wonder ſo many of our youths are corrupted, and ſo many rob- 
beries committed, while ſuch ſcenes of pictured lewdneſs are ſuffer- 
ed to inflame them with luſt, and habituate them to impudence. 

Another yery indecent cuſtom has unaccountably ſtole its way 
into ſeveral performances of genius and elegance; the caſtom, I 
mean, of repreſ-nting the muſes, the graces, and other romantic 
perſonages, in the form of beautiful ladies, partly, if not entirel 
naked. Tis true, here are no looſe adventures, no immodeſt gei- 
tures ; nay more, the artiſt expreſſes bis own, and conſults our mo- 
deſty, by preſenting us with a poſition in profile by the intervention 
of a foliage, or the lappet of a robe.—But let me aſk the ingenious 
operator, If he would chuſe to introduce his wife or his daughter in 
ſuch a manner to public company ?—1s he ſtartled at the queſtion ? 
Is he ſhocked at the thought? Then let him reflect, and let others 
conſider, whether that can be graceful or allowable in a picture, 
which would be brutal and unſufferadle in common life ? : 

Socrates (who before his application to philoſophy practiſed as a 
ſtatuary) could not but bluſh at this abuſe of his art; and, being to 

form 1 repreſentation of the graces, he repreſented them properly 


; 1 fre 
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I frequently entertain my eldeſt ſon, who is reading 
the Greek and Latin hiſtorians, with an explanation of 
my principal drawings, that he may behold in co. 
louring what he has peruſed in narrative. At this 
inſtant, the youth happened to make his appearance, 
paying his reſpects to Aſpaſio, and dutifully ſaluting 
his father It juſt recurs to my memory, ſaid Theron, 
that ſome neceſſary affairs of the family require my at. 
tendance for a few minutes. Will you excuſe my ah. 
lence, good Aſpaſio, and permit my fon to ſupply my 

lace * | - 

: You will very much oblige me, replied Aſpaſio, by 
leaving me ſuch a companion. — Come, my dear Sir, 
addreffing himſelf to Eugenio; as I know you are + 
lover of learning, what think you of diverting ourſelves 
with theſe agreeable books, which give us their in- 
ſtructive leſſons, not in puzzling languages, but in 
pleaſing colours: Eugenio ſpoke his conſent, and ex- 
preſſed his modeſty in a becoming bluſh :——While Aſpa- 
ſio proceeded 

Aſp. This is a ſtriking picture indeed! Hills piled on 
hills form a moſt aſtoniſhing proſpect. What orribl: 
magnificence reigns amidit thoſe rocks and ſnows ! Na- 
ture ſeems to have deſigned them for the boundaries of 
the world. Yet thoſe daring troops are attempting to 
burſt the prodigious barrier. Who are they, Eugenio, 
and whom we call their leader ? 

Eug. This, Sir, is the famous Hannibal, heading 
and encouraging his army in the paſſage of the Alps. 
The ſons of Attica ſeem to ſhiver with cold, as they 
traverſe thoſe frozen regions, and march among the 
clouds. | abs 

Aſp. Tis the very fame. Some, you obſerve, climb 
with exceſſive toil the ſteep and craggy cliffs. Others 
with far greater difficulty deſcend through dreadful de- 
_ clivities of ice, expoſed all the while to the arrows of 
the mountaineers.— Some, endeavouring to avoid the 
ſhowers of ſteel, ſlip with their feet, and tumble head- 
long down the vaſt projecting promontories. See]! from 

what a height they are falling ! Carriages and their 

drivers, the horſe and his rider! And at what a diſ- 

tance ſtill from the ſtony abyſs below Some lie, _ 
cloſe 
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cloſed eye-lids, and ghaſtly features, daſhed to death at 
the bottom. Others, writhing with the torture of 


mangled limbs, and broken bones, lift up an agonizing 
look to their comrades.— Their comrades, inſenſible of 


a brother's miſery, and wholly intent upon their own 


ſecurity, hang in frightful elevation on the very edges 
of the precipice. The precipice ſeems to totter as thev 
cling, and the alarmed ſpectator expects every moment 
a hideous downfal.— Are you not ſtartled at the view, 
Eugenio, and in pain for the hardy adventurers ? 
ug. I am, Sir: And I wonder, how they will ex- 
tricate themſelves from theſe perilous circumſtances. I 
have read in Livy, that they cut their way through the 
rocks, after they had ſoftened them with vinegar. But 
is this probable ? Be the fluid ever ſo corroding, how 
could they procure a ſufficient quantity of it amidſt 
thoſe deſolate mountains ? | | 
Aſp. I believe their reſolution and their perſeverance 
were the vinegar. Theſe open a road through rocks. 
Theſe, under the conduct of prudence, and the favour 
of Heaven *, ſurmount all obſtacles. Influenced by 
theſe, the ſurvivors -preſs boldly on, and are determi- 
ned to vanquiſh the horrors of nature, as a prelude to 
their victory over the forces of Rome. Let thele, re- 
ſolution and perſeverance I mean, be the companions 
of my Eugenio's youthful ſtudies, and they will enable 
him alſo to conquer difficulties even all the difficul- 
ties, which lie in his way to learning. | 
- What 


Under the favour of Heaven.——I cannot but wiſh, that the 
relator of Lord An ſon's voyage round the world had anticipated Aſpa- 
fio's remark ; had made ſome grateful acknowledgments to an inter- 
poling Pxovipencea in that maſculine, nervous, noble narrative: 
—A narrative of ſuch ſignal deliverances, ſo critically timed, and 
fo ſurpriſingly circumſtanced, as, in the courſe of one expedition, are 
ſcarcely to de paralleled. 

I am periuaded, it wculd have been no diſparagement of the 
great commander, and his gallant officers, to have it thankfully re- 
. on ſome very unexpected, yet moſt advantageous turn of 

airs, THis HATH GOD Dox Ex !—Neither could it have de- 
tracted from the merit of the brave ſailors to have confeſſed, on 
many hazardous emergencies, That all their ref-lution, all their 
addreſs, and the exertion of thei. utmoſt abilities, had been only 
left labour without the remarkable co-operation of Divine Goodneis. 

Vo L, L 2 Q . — And 


\ | 
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What is our next draught ? At each end we have a 
group of living figures. All the intermediate ſpace is 
an extenſive tract of land, diverſified only by rapid ri- 
vers, horrid deſerts, and mountainous ridges, wich 
here and there a few ſavage natives, in uncouth drefles, 


and formidable arms.—It is more like a map than a 


picture; and the moſt remarkable beauty is the 4.7700 
perſpective, which puts a very agreeable cheat upon our 
eyes, cauſing us to behold on an ell of canvaſs the ſpace 
of many hundreds of miles. 

Eug. This repreſents the Retreat of the ten thy uſand 
Greeks, Firſt we behold them in the plains of Media, 
at an immenſe diſtance from their native country, with- 
but guides, without 2 and, what is the mot} 
deſperate calamity o 
cers by treachery and murder. — Well may they look 
dejeted. How have I pitied their caſe, as I read their 
tory ! abhorred the perfidy of their enemies, and with- 
ed them all ſucceſs in their hazardous enterprize ! 

Aſp. Don't you perceive, their drooping ſpirits be- 
gin to revive, and ſome gleam of hope diffuſes itſelf 
through their countenances, while they liſten to the 
eloquent Xenophon ? who ſtands conſpicuous in the 
midſt, haranguing his ſoldiers, and roufing their cou- 
rage. But ah! what a vaſt extent of unknown climes 
muſt they traverſe, with a numerous and victorious ar- 
my hatafſing them in flank, or hanging upon their 
rear ! What fatgiues muſt they ſuſtain, what hardſhips 
endure, before they arrive at their wiſhed-for home ! 
— Home! Fired by the enchanting name, and animated 


—And I am apprehenſive, that it muſt conſiderably diminiſh the 
delight of many readers, to obſerve the bleſſed AUTHOR of % 
theſe mercies, paſſed by unnoticed, unacknowledged, and without 
any ſhare of the praiſe. pd 
The ſarcaſm on Pope Adrian the Sixth, would, I fear, be too 
applicable on this occaſion. Being advanced to the pontifical chair, 
he built a college at Louvain, and cauſed the following acconnt of 
his riſe and preferments to be inſcribed over the gate, Trajetum 
plantavit, Louvanium rigavit, Ceſar incrementum dedit ; * Utrecht 
*« planted, Louvain watered, the Emperor gave the increaſe :” 
Under which ſome impartial hand, to rebuke the ungodline(s and 
vanity of the pontiff, added, Hic DE US nibil fecit; © In all this 
© GOD and his providence had nothing to do!” - 9 
; by 


all, deprived of their ableſt offi- 


__— IT „ 
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by their brave philoſophic leader, they reſolve to puſh 
their way through all the extremes of peril and of pain. 
To ſcatter with: their little band the incircling millions 
of Barbarians, is the ſmalleſt of their achievements. 
They croſs rivers, they ſcale rocks, whoſe ſlippery 
banks, and craggy ſummits, are lined with oppoſing 
nations. They wad: through deſerts of ſnow, and pats 
over inhoſpitable mountains, the far more dreaded 
abodes of deſolation, drought, and famine. They en- 
counter the keenneſs of the northern ſtorm, and all the 
rigour of the moſt malignant ſeaſons. As ſome of 
theſe articles are incapable of bemg expreſſed by the 
pencil, the artiſt remits us to the Fidtorian, and has 
contented himſelf with marking out the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed ſtages of this memorable expedition. Only we 
view the courageous itinerants once again on a pretty 
lofty eminence.. There they appear, not with their 
former dejection, but in all the tranſports of joy. 
Eug. This, Sir, is the mountain Tecqua, from whence 
they had the firſt view of the ſea, and the firſt dawn of 
ſafety. There. they embrace one another, and- extol 
their commanders,.-eſpectally the noble Xenophon ; 
whoſe hiſtory, filled with great exploits and extraordi- 


. nary events, turns my taſk into a pleaſure; and his 


manly yet benign aſpect ſtrangely attracts my eſteem. 
Methinks, under ſuch a general I could have been 
willing to take my ſhare in all the toil, and all the ha- 
zards, of the expedition. | 

Aſp. Would my Eugenio? Then I will liſt him un- 
der a captain, unſpeakably more accompliſhed and be- 
neficent, Young as you are, you ſhall from this hour 
commence a ſoldier and a traveller: a ſoldier, to fight 
againſt ſin and every temptation ; a traveller, to paſs 
through the wilderneſs of this world unto the land of 
everlaſting reſt. — Though your enemies may be nume- 
rous, and your journey tedious, yet faint not, neither 
be diſcouraged. The LORD of heaven is your pro- 
tector and guide; heaven itſelf ſhall be your exceeding- 
great reward. When you arrive at thoſe#happy abodes, 
= dehght will infinitely ſurpaſs all that the Grecians 
elt on Tecqua, when their raviſhed eyes beheld, and 
their tongues with extaſy ſhouted, The ſea ! The ca“ 

| Q 2 The 
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Ihe ſcene of yonder picture, I would venture to aſ- 
firm, lies among the ancient Jews. 

Eug. How can you tell this, Sir, at ſuch a diſtance ? 

Aſp. By the fringes in the borders of their garment;, 
and on each fringe a ribband of blue. G O D Almigh- 
ty commanded all the Jews to obſerve this peculiarity 
in their habit ; that their very clothes, being different 
from the apparel of their heathen neighbours, might 
admoniſh both the wearers and the beholders not to 
be conformed to idolatrons worſhip, and licentious 
manners.—This, as well as every other divine com- 
mand, our LORD JESUS CHRIST mot ex- 
actly obeyed. Therefore we are told by the evangeli- 
cal hiſtorian, that the diſeaſed woman, who touched but 
the hem of his garment, was reſtored to health. Hem it is 
in our Engliſh Bibles : but, if you conſult that moſt 
excellent of all books, the Greek Teſtament, you will 
find, that the original word might more properly be 
rendered fringe F.—However, let us paſs from the 

drapery to the deſign. 

" Eug. Here we ſee David in one of the moſt threat- 
ening exigencies of his whole life. Saul, more like a 
blood-hound than a king, purſues the beſt of ſons, and 
the moſt valuable of ſubjects. He has extended the 
wings of his very ſuperior army, in order to ſurround 


the injured hero t, and his handful of aſſociates. 
| Aſp. 


One would wonder how the Jews can ſo ftenaciouſly adhere to 
their law, and yet ſo apparently neglect its precepts. Where are the 
ſons of Abraham, who obſerve this expreſs and poſitive command 
of JEHOVAH ? Though this indeed might be obeyed, yet many 
of the Moſaics] injunctions are rendered, and by nothing leſs than 
the diſpenfations of Providence, abſolutely impracticable. Is not 
this therefore a moſt inconteſtable proof—a proof, not invented by 
the arts of ſophiſtry, but written by the finger of the ALMIG H- 
T himfelf—that the /ega/ ordinances are aboliſhed, in order to 
make way for a better diſpenſation? When the avenues are become 
inacceſſible, the houſe untenantable, and the principal apartments 
irreparably decayed ; is not this the moſt cogent admonition to the 
inhabitants, thatthey betake themſelves to ſome new and more 
commodious reſidence — See Numb. xv. 38. 


+ Matt. ix. 20. Kęaca tes. | | 
+ To this, or ſome ſuch incident, may be applied a paſſage of 


the Pſalms, which in our trauſlation is very obſcure, has _ — 
. enſe, 


g. cr rg. rer 
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Aſp. This is the moſt animated, and I think the moſt 
maſterly performance, that has hitherto come under our 
notice, —Contternation and doubt agitate their looks. 
Shall they ſurrender themſelves, as 1o many tame vic- 
tims, to a tyrant's fury? or ſhall they cut their way to 
fafety through the hearts of countrymen, friends, and 
brothers? Dreadtul, dilemma !-—W hile they are deba- 
ting, the purſuers are cloſing upon them. A tew, a 
few minutes more muſt decide their fate. 

Eug. I have ſometimes wondered, that the good and 

ious G0 D thould ſuffer his choſen ſervant to be 
brought into ſuch imminent peril ; eſpecially as infinite, 
wiſdom, and almighty power, could ſo eaſily have pre- 
vented it. | ; 

Aſp. So then it is a cuſtom with you, to cagſider wha 
you read. You endeavour to diſcern the propriety ot 
ſcripture, and enter into its deſign. . In this I cannot 
but commend you; becaule, in this you follow the 
moſt illuſtrious example. Lou tmitate the bleſſed } E- 
$US.. Who, about your time of life, wa found a- 


* 


ſenſe, or, if any, a very wnjuſtifiable one: V herefere ſponld ] fear 
in the days of cuil, when the wickedneſs of my heels compaſſeth me 
raund about? Pialm xlix. 5.—Wherefore ? The reaſon is very ap- 
rent. When wickedneſs cleaves to a perſon's heels, or habitually 
attends his goings, it raiſes an army of terrors : It unſneaths the 
ſword of divine . vengeance, and levels at his guilty head every - 
threatening in the book of G O D. | 
_ Snrely then another tranſlation ſhould be given to the words, and 
a different turn to the ſenile ! And another tranll tion the words will 
bear; a different ſenſe the connection demands. Wherefore ſhould 
I fear, when wickedneſs com paſſetb me about at my heels ? This is a 
fine ſpirited interrogativn. This implies a great and edifying truth. 
From this alſo the verſe appears not only with propricty, but with 
beauty. M ben wickedneſs, or the malicious attempts of wicked 
men—compeſs me about, ſurround me, threaten me on every ſide 
hay, when they are at my very heels, juſt upgn the point to ſeizes; 
overwhelm, and cruſh me; ſo that the danger ſeems both inevita- 
ble and imminent ;— Yet even then, having GOD's almighty 
power and .inviolable faithfulneſs for my protettion, wherefore 
jrould I be-alarmed ? Alarmed! No; confiding in ſuch a fafeguard, 

J will bid defiance to my enemies, and bid adieu to my fears, 
According to this interpretation; either the prefix à, or the pre- 
polition , is before the word *2py to be underitoud. See ifai. 
viii. 3. where both theſe particles, omitted in the eriginal, are 

Wwpplicd in our tranflation. "229 
Q3. mong 
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mong the-doftors ; both hearing them, with diligent at. 
tention, while they expounded the ſeripture; an, 
when the point was not fully illuſtrated, ting 7hern 
queſtions for his farther information. —Go on, Sir, to 
examine what you peruſe ; to inquire, where you do 
not underſtand ;” and, if you think proper to make me 
your caſuiſt, when any difficulty occurs, you will 
do me-an honour, and give me a pleaſure. 

As to the caſe before us—G O D. almighty may ſuſ- 
fer his choſen ſervants to be brought into the moſt im- 
minent peril, for theſe, among other, reaſons. That 
the bleſſing of deliverance may be doubly welcome, and 
the power of delivering more ſignally conſpicurur.—lt 
IS, a maxim with men, to cruſh the 
cockatrice in the egy. Becauſe, when grown into a 
ſerpent, it may not be eaſy, perhaps — poſſible, to 
deſtroy or controul the venomous beaſt. But the om- 
nipotent RULER often takes the contrary method. 
He permits danger to arrive at the very height. Mat- 
ters are reduced even to a hopeleſs extremity. Ther 
He makes bare his holy arm. Then He ſends help 
from his ſanctuary. To let all men ſee; that ſalvation, 
both temporal and eternal, is of the LORD; that no 
caſe is irremediable, and nothing impoſſible with GOD. 

The ruin of theſe people ſeems indeed to be incvi- 


* Luke ii. 46. CHRIST diſputing with the doflors, is a very 
common expreſſion. People have been confirmed in this notion, 
by ſome injudicious pictures. —But this is, certainly, a miſrepre- 
ſentation of the fact; and, I think, an injury to our LORD' 
character. "3 "tres ' 

' 4 4 of yan of the fac. For we have not a word ſaid by 
the evangeliſts, concerning any ſuch thing as diſputation. Neither 
are we told, that JE SUS was in the profeſſor's chair, but in the 
Place of a learner ; or, in the midſt of the Jewiſh teachers. Who 
fat on benches, ranged in a ſemicircular figure, and raiſed above 
their hearers. For which reafon, their hearers or ſcholars : re ſaid, 
to be in the midſt of them, or to fit at their feet. Acts xxii. 3. 

An injury to our LORD's charafter.—He was, in his tender, as 
well as in his riper age, a pattern for mankind. He practiſed, in 
each period of life, what was becoming and amiable, in that 
particular ſtate. Now, as medefty, and a teachable temper, are eſ- 
ſenti l to the decorum of a youthful conduct thefe, we may be 
aſſured, were the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of his early years; 
were the infeparable concomitants of the holy child JESUS. 


table. 


* 


though reluctant, away.—Are you net charmed, Eu- 


ec, has aſſured us; 
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table. But who is the perſon that intervenes, juſt at 
#is critical juncture? | 

- Eug. It is a meſſenger from the principal inhabitants 
of judea. He comes breathleſs and trembling, a- 
mazement in his face, and duſt upon his head. An 
« invaſion !”” he cries “ An invaſion The Philiſtines 
« have poured themſelves upon our frontiers The. 
« Philiſtines are over-running the land * !”? 

- Aſp. Upon the receipt of this news, ſee ! what vex- 
ation reddens in the diſappointed monarch's aſpect !. 
What anger lightens in his eye! At the ſame time, 
what pale reflections on his country's danger, mingle 
themſelves with the fiery paſſions, and almoſt quench- 
the flame inkindling in his cheeks. —Shall the vulture: 
relinquiſh his prey, even when it lies fluttering under 
his talons ? Galling thought! But his kingdow is at 
Rake. If he does not immediately advance to. repel 
the enemy, his all, his all is lot. Burning therefore 
with indignation, yet ehilled with fear, he turns, haſty 


genio, with this diſplay of fumultuous and contrary paſ- 
Gons? Which afford the fineſt ſubject for hiſtoric paint - 
ing, and are ſo happily. expreſſed in this piece. 
Eug. Indeed, Sir, I am ſhocted, rather than charm- 
ed. The very looks of that revengetul monarch fill 
me with horror. What muſt he ſuffer in his mind, 
who diſcovers ſuch rage and anguiſh in his features! L 
would not have his furious temper, for all his royal power. 
- Aſp. Then, my dear Eugenio, you muſt endeavour 
to ſuppreſs every emotion of envy and malevolence. 
You muſt cheriſh a cordial good- will; to all men; and 
learn to rejoice in their excellencies and happineſs, as 
well as in your caun. Envy is the worm that gaaws, en- 
vy is the fury that embroils, his wretched heart. And 
an author, with whom you will ere long be acquaint- 


Jnvidid ſiculi non invenere tyranni 
Tormentum maj us. Ho. 
» This event is related, 1 Sam. xxiii. 25, Cc. And it is one of 


the moſt extraordinary inſtances of a divine interpulitiop, at the 
very criſis of need, that any hiſtory has recorded. | 
The 
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The next is a kind of night-piece. Stars are in the 
ſky, and the new moon rides on the ſkirts of the he- 
miſphere. Which affords juſt light enough to diſtin- 
guiſh objects. This is a perfect contraſt to the forego. 
ing. We ſee no conflict of jarring pathons ; no fierce 
geſture, or mad demeanour. But the principal perſon. 
appears . ſedate and compoſed, as the night that ſur. 
rounds him. He ſtands on the bank of a river, 
thoughtful and attentive ; as though he was ponder- 
ing, or executing, ſome important project. 

Eug. This is Cyrus the great. He ſtands upon the 
banks of the Euphrates ; not far from Babylon. He 
points with his ſceptre, and is giving directions to his 
army. The directions are, to paſs through the chan- 
nel of the river (which is drained * of its water) in 
order to ſurpriſe the city. . 

A. This is a prince of very ſuperior dignity. The 
honoured inſtrument of accomplithing I E HO VA H's 
counſels. He was foretold by the prophet Iſaiah, He 
was even mentioned by name , more than two hun- 
dred-years before his birth. Let us wiſh Him proſpe- 
rity.. For He goes to humble the pride of Babylon, 
and releaſe the captivity of Iſrael.—vee ! The Eu- 
phrates, turned aſide into the drains, diſcovers its im- 
menſe bed. With what regular movements, and what 
calm alacrity, the troops advance. Silence ſeems to 
eſcort them; while, under covert of the ſhades, and 
with providence at their head, they march along a 
road, never before trodden by the foot of man 1. 


* will dry up thy rivers. Iſui. xliv. 27. + Iſai. xliv. 28. xlv. 1. 

May not the prophet (Iſai. xli. 2, 3.) allude to this memorable 
march, when, ſoretelling the victories of Cyrus, he ſays ? bo a- 
fed him up from the eaft, called him to his foot, gave the nations bet re 
him, and made him rule over kings ? He purjued them, and paſſed 
ſafely war 85 whoa ne the way, ſays our tranſlation, ht be had 
not gone with bis feet. But this reads flat, aad appears mexpreſſive. 
Ni ſonat magnum aut me morabile. Might not the ſentence be ren- 
_ ? He paſſed fafely, by a way which no man vad ever gνẽ,a w4i0 

feel. 


ä Nullius ante 
Trita pede. 


This was real fact; and this is truly wonderful. 


The 


% 
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The ſoldiers of the garriſon, have abandoned their ſta- 
tion on the wall, to join in the diſſolute indulgence of 
this fatal night. The inhabitants, like many a heed- 
leſs ſinner, are lulled in indolence, and dreaming of 
pleaſures, even on the very brink of ruin. 

Eug. Why are thoſe brazen gates, which lead to the 
river, placed in ſuch a diſtinguiſhed point of view ? 
They ſtrike my eye more, I think, than all the mo- 
numents of art and grandeur, which adorn that ſu- 
perb city. And let me further aſk; whether the painter 
has not offended againſt probability, in ſuffering them 
to ſtand wide open!] On the approach of ſo formidable 
an adverſary, I ſhonld expect to have found them ſhut 
with all poſſible ſecurity. 

Aſp. In this particular, the painter has ſhewed his 
judgment, and not forgotten his piety. GOD had 
devoted that haughty and oppreſſive metropohs to de- 
tration, You will perceive, from this circumſtance, 
how wonderfully He 9ver-rules all events, for the ac- 
compliſhment of his ſacred purpoſes. Had thoſe pon- 
derous gates been ſhut *, the city had continued im- 


* Sce this very momentous, though ſeemingly inconſiderable 
circumſtance, finely illuſtrated by Mr. Rollin, and compared with 
a remarkable prophecy in Ifaiah, Antient Hiſt. Vol. II. p. 144, 
153,—A work, in which the moſt entertaining and inflraftive e- 
veats of antiquity, are regularly digeſted ; elegantly related; and 
{tripped of thoſe minuter incidents, which make the ſtory move 
flow, and are apt to fatigue the attention.—Concite, but judicious 
obſervations are interſperſed. Which may teach young minds, to 
form a right judgment of things: and not be miſled, by the plau- 
ſibility of popular notions, or the pa- 1iality of prejudiſed hiſtorians, 
—Many very diſtinguiſhed predictions of ſcripture, are explained 
and confirmed by correſpondent facts, from the moſt authentic 
memoirs of claſſical literature. Indeed, a perpetual regard to the 
elucidation and honour of the ſucred oracles, runs through and en- 
n»bles the whole performance.— Which method, if not ſtrictly con- 
formable to the rules of hiſtcrical compoſition, is a tranſgreſſion of 
them greatly to their advantage. It may be ſaid to reſemble the 
golden ùranch, celebrated by Virgil, and plucked by his hero. Whoſe 
frowth, though a departure from the uſual laws of vegetation, was 


tar from depreciating the value of the tree. 


I admire the whole, but cannot enough admire the concluſion. It 
is peculiarly pertinent, and inimitably 2 Has a dignity, an 
elevation, a majeſty, which, ſomewhat like the kingdom deſcribed, 
are quite unequalled, and little leſs, than ſtupendous. | 
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pregnable, and the whole enterprize been defeated. 
But, through ſome accidental forgetfulneſs, occaſion- 
ed by the diſorders of this riotons — or rather 
by a very ſgnal interpeſition of divine vengeance, they 
are left open *, and afford an eaſy entrance to ſlaugh- 
ter and death. Which ruth upon the unhappy crea- 
tures, all ſunk in fleep, or overcharged with wine ; as 
a concealed ſnare, in ſome dreadful unexpected mo- 
ment, ſprings up, and inextricably entangles the un- 
wary bird f. Was I to inſcribe this picture with a 
motto, I would chuſe the apoſtle's admonition ; B 
SOBER : BF vIGILANT. - 

Who is this, with his length of hair + flowing upon 
his ſhoulders ; with ſuch amplitude of perſonage, ſuch 
magnificence of mien, and noble plainneſs of habit ? 

Eug. This is my favourite piece. My father ſome- 
times ſhews me the heads of the philoſophers. But 
there is ſomething ſo gloomy and ſevere, in Diogenes 
and Epictetus, that I could never much admire them.— 
But this, Sir, is Scipio; the thunderbolt of war, as 
Virgil calls him. Here is ſomething ſo ſprightly and 
engaging, as well as grand and majeſtic, that I an 
never weary of looking cn him. 

Aſp. He appears with a lady of diſtinguiſhed beauty 
in his hand. . | 

Eug. This is the captive princeſs ; who had been ta- 
ken in war ; who was ſet apart for the general's prize; 
but whom he is now reſtoring to her eſpouſed huſband, 

Aſp. You are right, Eugenio.—He has juſt led 
m his lovely captive, attended by her huſband 


* The gates ſhall not be ſput. Iſai. xlv. 1. 

+ How exactly does this cataſtrophe agree with the prophecy ? 1 
have laid 2 fer thee, and thou art allo taken, O Babylon, 
and thou waſt not aware. Jer. i. 24. 

I believe, it was not cuſtomary with the Romans, eſpecially 
their warriors, to have long flowiag hair. This therefore might 
lecm an offence againſt what the — call il coſtume, if the paint - 
er was not ſupported by the authority of Livy. Who, in bis de- 
{criptive picture of Scipio, gives us the followir g touches; Species 
eorporis ampla ac maguiſica. Preterquam guod ſcape natura multa 
majeſtas iuer at, adernabat promiſla Cæſaries, habituſque corporis, non 
* munditiis, fed viritis vere ac militaris. Lib. XXVIII. c. 35. 
and 
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and parents, amidſt a full aſſembly of Romans and 
Celtiberians ; the victors and the vanquiſhed. His 
modeſt eyes, you obſerve, are rather turned from, than 

ing upon, the blooming virgin. Cannot you ſup- 
poſe, how the ſpectators muſt be affected, upon the 

ning of this extraordinary ſcene ? Every one be- 
holds, the hero with admiration, the lady with de- 
hght. Every boſom is big with expectation, or in pain 
for the event. After a ſhort pauſe, he addreſſes him- 
ſelf to the lover, in words to this effect“ I am no 
« ſtranger to your intereſt in this fine woman. The 
fortune of war has put her entirely into my power. 
« The circumſtances of my youth cannot render me 
« inſenſible to ſo engaging a perſon. But with us Ro- 
mans, honour and generoſity have a more prevail- 
« ing influence, than tranſitory gratifications. Take 
your bride ; be happy in each other; and when you 


e Jook upon this gift, admire, the Romans, be a friend 


« to Rome.” - Upon this he delivers her (as the acti- 
on is here repreſented) to the enamoured prince. 

See! how the crouds, that cluſter and hang around, 
are ſtruck with the beneficent deed In the Celtibe- 
rians, we behold a mixture of veneration and ſurpriſe. 
Their looks are full of meaning. Methinks they are 
going to cry out; Excellent man ( In the Romans, we 
diſcern a conſcious ſuperiority, and exultation of mind. 
Triumph is in their features. They ſay, or ſeem to 
lay; This wondrous man is ours In the lady, we ad- 
mire the-accompliſhed and modeſt fair; uniting all the 
dignity of her birth with all the delicacy of ; Ss ſex, 
What ſoft confuſion, and what tender joy, appear in 
her countenance ! She is loſt in wonder, and at a loſs 
for words. She ſpeaks the acknowledgments of her 
heart, by the filent eloquence of a tear; which ſteals 
down her glowing cheek, to bedew the kind hand, that 
has protected her innocence, and is reſigning her to her 
lord. Her rd is under an apparent, and a graceful 
ſtruggle, of love and gratitude. He dotes upon his 


charming princeſs, and he almoſt Aadores his generous 
benefactor. We can hardly tell, whether he is going 
to claſp the former in his arms, or throw himſelf at 
the feet of the lacter,—The aged parents expreſs their 
tranſport 
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tranſport in a different manner. Their knees are bent 
to the earth; their eyes are lifted up to heaven they 
implore, for- their honoured rdian, every bleſſing 
which the gods can beſtow.— Scipio himſelf diſplays all 
the magnanimity of the conqueror, tempered with the 
ſedateneſs of the philoſopher, and ſoftened with the 
gentleneſs of the friend. He gives happineſs, but he 
enjoys a greater. His eyes ſparkle with a ſublime de. 
light ; and he ſeems to anticipate the applauſe, which 
this truly heroic act will gain, in all countries and in all 
ages. | 

| x; Is not this a greater victory, than any that he 
had won, in the field of battle? And a nobler tri- 
umph, than any that could be voted him, by the ap- 
plauding ſenate ? Amiable Scipio ! Might I be a Ro- 
man, I would be no other than Scipio. 

Aſp. I with you, my dear Sir, the temperance and 
penerolity of Scipio. May you exerciſe them both; 
but from a better motive than his. He, I fear, was 
too much ſwayed by a ſpirit of ambition; which 9 
muſt, not.cheriſh, but endeavour to ſuppreſs. —A ſpi- 
rit of ambition, which pants after diſtinction, and thirſts 
for applauſe, is diametrically oppoſite to the genius of 
the goſpel *.—It is a leſſon, which mult infallibly be 
unlearned, if ever we become poſſeſſors of faith, or 
partakers of CHRIST. It is a root of bitterneſs, 
which naturally produces envy t; that moſt odious, 
and (9s you have juſt now ſeen) moſt ſelf-tormenting 
of all tempers.—It is a habit of mind, which gene- 
rally renders men incendiarics in the church, and diſ- 
turbers of its tranquillity $.—It is therefore more like 
an enchanted potion which inebriates, than a genuine 
cordial which animates. 1 

Eug. From what motive then would you encourage 
me, to be diligent in the purſuit of learning, and in 
the cultivation of every virtue? | 

Aſp. Not, that you may acquire the poor, contemp- 

tible, periſhing honour, which cometh from men—but, 
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that You may pleaſe: G O D, your Almighty CREA 
TOR-—that.Yon may ghriß CHRIST, your in- 
finitely condeſcending REDEEM ER—and may be 
qualified to promote the be/? intereſts of your fellow- 
creatures—even their preſent holineſs, and their eter- 
nal happineſs. 

Theſe are the grand and endearing encouragements, 

which our holy religion propoſes. Theſe will operate, 
Fam bold to aver, with a much ſweeter and a far more 
ſovereign efficacy, than all the LEY enticements 
which ambition can deviſe 3 or the deluſory attrac- 
tives, which emulation, the ſiſter-ſyren, can ſuggeſt. 
And, what is above every other conſideration weigh - 
ty, theſe motives will be more likely, or rather theſe 
will be very certain, to receive the divine bleſſing. 
- You told me, yout was never weary of contempla- 
ting Scipio. For which reaſon, I promiſe myſelf, you 
will not be fatigued or diſpleaſed, though I have ſo 
long confined your attention to this pourtrait. But 
have we no hero of Britain, fit to join this illuſtrious 
triumvirate from Rome, Perſia, and Judea ? 

Eug. The very next we meet, is one of our Engliſh 


kings. But I cannot ſay, that I remember either his 


name, or his ſtory. | | 
Ab. How, my young gentleman ! Do you read the 


annals of other nations, and not acquaint yourſelf with 


the affairs of aur own country ?—It I was in your 
place, I would apply myſelf to the claſſical writers by 


way of ſtudy, and to ſome valuable Engliſh hiſtorian 


way. of amuſement. Such an amuſement is infi- 
nitely preferable to novel: or romances; and will not 
only relax your attention, but enrich your mind. 
' Eug. 1 thank yon, good Sir, for your admonition. 
If you pleaſe, I will now begin the ſtudy-you recom- 
Your explanation of theſe drawings, ſhall. be 
the rudiments of my knowledge. And I ſhall think it 
a Happineſs, to receive my fen inſtructions from 10 
able a maſter. 
Aſp. It is honour enough for me, Eugenio, to have 
given you the hint. I pretend to nothing re, than 
to point out your game, or to ſpring the eπ Tou 
ſhall be taught, by a more expert proficient, to make 
Vor. I. R it 
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it your own. Vet, though others ty direct vou with 
greater ſkill, none will rejoice in your ſucceſsful pur- 
1luit more ſincerely than myſelf, 
- This is our renowned Henry the Fifth, as he ap. 
peared after the victory of Agincourt. ' You ſee the 
gallant conqueror clad in ſteel, and recent from the 
Hakan of the inſulting foe. He ſeems to breathe an 
heroic ardour, Which is irradiated and exalted by a 
lively devotion. If courage can be expreſſed by the pen- 
£il, this is the genuine Kikeneſs ; keen, yet compoſed ; 
gr: ping the ſword, yet looking up td heaven. He, 
that a little while ago drove the battle, like a whirl. 
wind “, on the legions of France, now bends a ſup. 
phant knee, and offers the cuchariſtic hymn to the 
I. ORD GOD of Hoſts. No turbulent or diſorderly 
joy riots among the ſoldiery. They expreſs not the 
triumph of their hearts in frantit exultations, or drunk- 
en revels, but in acts of thankſgiving to JE HO- 
VAI; in an attitude, which ſpeaks the devout ac- 
_ knowledgment of the prophet, Thou art our battle-ax 
and weapons of war { ; or the grateful declaration ct 
the Pſalmiſt, Not wits 6, O LORD, not unto us, but 
unto THY name be the glory g. 5 > 747+ 
This laſt inſtance informs my Eugenio, that prayer 
and praiſe are an honourable employ—have been prac- 
tiſed by perſons of the moſt admired endowments—are 
the ſureſt method of obtaining ſucceſt in whatever buti- 
neſs we undertake, and of enjoying proſperity in what- 
ever circumſtances we are placed. 
The next piece is different from all the preceding. 
In ,zhoſe, armies with their enſigns floating to the 
winds, ſhips of war riding at anchor, battering engines 
and inſtruments of death, form the perſpective. In 
this, we have all around a lovely rural landſcape, ex- 
preſſive of peace, and enriched with plenty; corn and 
cattle in the vallies, fruitful vineyards on the hills, and 
beautiſul gardens furrounding the houſes. —But who is 


For this bold and beautiful image we are obliged to the pro- 
dhet: , Ty came ont as @ whirtwind to ſcalter me. 
Habak. itt. 44 . . * - 


+ Jer. li. 20. 1 Pal. exv. 2, 
that 
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that grace/ul and auguſt perſonage, ſeated on a throne 
of ivory and gold ? 
ug. This is Solomon, having an interview with the 
Queen of Sheba. A large train of her attendants 
throng the avenues of the palace: ſome leading ſoreigu 
ani ſome bearing. vaſes and caſkets; all arrayed 
in ſtrange apparel. The Iſraelites wonder at their out- 
landiſh viſitants,. their coſtly preſents, and peculiar ha- 
bits. Their viſitants are as much ſurpriſed at the walls, 
the towers, and eſpecially the temple of Jeruſalem. But 
you, Sir, 1 apprehend, are moſt pleaſed with the ve- 
nerable perſon who fills the throne. 

Aſp. Indeed I am, and ſo is his royal gueſt —You 
obſerve in her robe, her retinue, her. deportment, an 
unpoliſhed kind of grandeur. But all in Solomon is ſo 
ſplendid, and at the fame time ſo elegant, diſplays ſuch- 
a delicacy of . taſte, and ſuch a magnificence of ſpirit, 
that the Sabzan princeſs. is perfectly in raptures. See! 
how ſhe ſtands fixed and gazing, with ſpeechleſs admi- 
ration , like one loſt in aſtoniſhment, and tranſported 
with delight ! Her looks ſpeak what, when ſhe reco- 


vers the power of utterance, her tongue expreſſes ; J. 


was. a true report, that I heard in my own land, of thy 
alle, and of thy wiſdom. Honubeit,, I believed nat the 
words, until I came, and mine ey2s had ſeen it : and behold ! 
the half was not told me : thy wiſdom and proſperity exceaf 
the fame which I heard +. 

Bug. This is a high compliment. Is it right, Sir, 
to praiſe a man, in ſuch plain terms and ſuch high 
ſtrains,. to his very face? I think I have heard Phile- 
nor blame ſuch a practice, as inconſiſtent with refined- 


This, I apprehend, is the meaning of that remarkable ſtrong 
expreſſion, uſed by the ſacred hiflorian, There was no more ſpirit in 

Kings x. 5. It ſeems to have been a well-known and cuſtom - 
ary pliraſe, among the Hebrews, to denote the- extremes either of 
furpriſe or terror. Sce Joſh. v. 1. ; 

} This is ſome what like the fine compliment, which Cicero pays 
to his learned client Archias: In ceteris Aſie partibus, cunctægut 
Grecie, fic ejus adventus celebrabatur, ut famam ingenii 8 
nem, igſius adventus ad miratiogue ſuperaret. Though I think her 
Majeſty's ſentiments, as they are more ſimple and artleſs than the 


. eator's,” are alſo, like the ſpices and fruits of her clime, more rich- 


and more highly flavourcd, | 
| ; "==" manners: 
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manners: And I have heard my father ſay, no one is 
a better judge of fine breeding than Philenor. If the 
moſt agree behaviour, added to the moſt winning 
converiation, are what you call fre breeding, I am ſur; 
Philenor is maſter” of it to a very great degree. ] love 
to be in his company, and am never better pleaſed than 
to hear him tak. 

. The compliment, though high, is juſt. It is tric. 
ly conformable to truth, and proceeds from the moſt 
unnſſected Hincerity. If we conſider what follows, we 
ſhall have a pattern of true politeneſs, a propriety and 
a refinement of addreſs, far furpaſſing all her Majeſty's 
external ſtate. — Happy are thy men 5 happy are theſe thy 
fervants, "which land continually before thee, and that 
hear thy wiſdom. Inſtead of envying, the congratulates 
the domeſtics of Solomon, and rejoices in their ſuperior 
felicity. This is benevolence. —Blefſed be the LORD thy 
GOD, which delighted in thee to jet thee on the throne of 
{ſrael. ' Beraufe the LORD lowed Iſrael for ever, there- 
fore made he thee king to do judgment and juſtice. Here 
the aſcribes all his royal virtues, and fublime accom- 
pliſhments, to the bounty of Heaven. Though they 
are applauded in the perſon of Solomon, they are re- 
cognized as the free gift of GO D. This is piety.— 
When the endowments we celebrate lead us to magni- 
fy, not their poſſeſſor, but their author, then the pci- 
ſon is corrected, and turned into medicine. Praiſe, 
thus circumſtanced, loſes its malignity, and is render- 
JJ... 1277 ET 4 7 
It pleaſes me to perceive, that you take ſo much no- 


' tice of the converfation, which paſſes between your 


worthy father and his ingenious friends. I promiſe 
myſelf, you will alſo” remember the maxim, which we 
have now learned from a queen; a queen, whom not 
only the ſacred hiſtorian, but our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST himſelf vouchſates to mention, and with 
marks of approbation; whoſe name therefore will be 
had in honour, when Semiramis 'and Cleopatra, the 
heroines and the beauties, are conſigned over to obli- 
vion. The maxim, which I mean, is this— There 
maſt be an union of ſincerity, of benevolence, and of 
piety, in order to conſlitute true politeneſs, Whoever 


os pretends 


— 


| 
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to fine breeding, and is deſtitute of theſe qua- 
lties, is nothing more than a pretender. He bears juſt 
the ſame proportion to this ornamental character, as 
the ape and the monkey bear to the man. | 
But we have not ſufficiently examined our picture. 
The dome is of cedar, ſupported by pillars of marble, 
on which are ſuſpended: curtains of filk and embroide- 
r9.—The pillars ſhine with the moſt gloſſy polith, and 
ſwell upon the eye with the boldeſt projections. , The 
curtains, pendent in large and eaſy folds, ſeem not ad- 
heſive to the canvaſs, but waving in the air. The 
throne is exquiſitely contrived, richly ornamented, and 
highly finiſhed. It is evident, the painter had in his 
eye that memorable obſer vation of ſcripture, There was 
not thedike made in any kingdom ;5 and he has really done 
all; which art could deviſe, or colours execute, in or- 
der to exemplify the great encomium. 
If the monarch was abſent, we ſhould deſire no bet- 
ter entertainment, than to view the beauties of the 
apartment, but can hardly allow any attention to the 
edifice, When ſo graceful and ſo grand a preſence be- 
ſpeaks — for I muſt own, there appears to 
me ——— excellent in this figure; a fe- 
renity and dignity, without any of that martial air, 
which adds a tincture. of ferocity to the warrior; a /a- 
acity and penetration, not to be equalled by the wrin- 
of age, yet tranſparent through alF the bloom of 
youth. Piety and wiſdom, the love of GO D, and the 
grace of his SPIRIT, give an elevation to the mind; 
give a ſecret charm to the countenance, and ſomethin; 
more than mortal to the whole man. I am apt to ſuſ- 
pect, Eugenio, that you yourſelf are ready to adopt a 
new favourite; that you now prefer Solomon even to 
Scipio, and had rather be like the . be/oved . of the 
LORD *; than the darling of Rome. | 
Eu. Every thing in Solomon is ſo venerable and 
heavenly, that I-am filled with awe, rather than inci- 
ted to ãmitation. It is not for a boy to think of imita- 


* 


ting ſuch high perfection! 


ebe of the I. o R D—This is the meaning of Jededia, the 
mame* which Solomon received by the -exprefs order of EH O 


VAH; 2 Sam, Xii. 25. 5 
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Aſp. Why not, my dear Sir? It was GOD who 
gave Solomon his ſuperior wiſdom, and exalted ac- 
compliſhments: And GOD is te ſame yeſterday, te- 
day, and for ever ; as willing to hear, and as able to 
help you, as he was to hear and bleſs his ſervant Solo- 
mon. Neither let your youth be a diſcouragement. 
Gut of the mouth of very babes and ſucklings HE ordaineth 
firength *. Samuel miniſtred in the temple, when he 
was but a child f. Joſiah, while he was yet young, 
began to ſeek after the GOD of his fathers }. Timo. 
thy was acquainted with the holy ſeriptures from his 
darlieſt years ||: And Solomon himſelf was none of the 
oldeſt, when he was favoured with that extraordinary 
viſion, and made that admirable choice at Gibeon 9: 
A paſſage of ſcripture, which I dare ſay you have read, 
which I would recommend to your attentive conſidera- 
tion, and which I hope you will take for the model of 
your condut.—And if you, like that illuſtrious young 
. Prince, defire a wiſe and underſtanding heart more 
than the affluence of wealth, or the diſtinctions of ho- 
nour; if you ſeek wiſdom as ber, and fearch for her as 
for hid treaſure ; then ſhall you alſo underfland the fear of 
the LOR D, and find the knowledge of GOD |. 

The next that occurs preſents us with a view of the 
fea ; and a molt tremendous view it is. 

Zug. This is the voyage related by the Evangeliſt, 
when our LOR D, ſailing with his diſciples, bid the 
ſtorm be ſtill, and made the ocean calm. | LP 

Aſp. Then we may truly fay, A greater than $;- 
mon is here © /—Though Solomon was wiſe, CHRIST 


* Pal. viii. 34. Þ+ i Sam. ii, 18. 12 Chron. xxxiv. 3. 
4 2 Tim. iii. 15. $ 1 Kings iii. 5, 6, Cc. 

+ Prov. it. 4, 5. 

A greater than Solomon—This is what our bleſſed LORD af- 
frws concerning himſelf. In which we may obſerve the utmoſt dig- 
nity, tem pered with the utmoſt decorum. He will avoid the very 
appearance of oſtentation, even hen he thinks it neceſſary to aſ- 
ſert his native honcur : Therefore he ſays nct, I am greater than 
Solomon, but, A greater than Solomon is here. Leaving every one, 
who has eyes to ſee his mighty works, and a heart to under- 
ſtand his tranſcendent exccllencies—lcaving every fuch perſon to 
make the application. Matt. xii. 41. Sce another inſtance cf this 
amiable ,,,, ver. 6. | 


is 


Z ˙ . 
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is wiſdom itſelf.— Give me leave to hint upon this oc- 
caſion, that every picture of CHRIST mult neceſſa- 
rily depreciate his glorions perſon : Therefore you wilt 
never think that a few rays, beaming round his ſacred 
head, can properly diſtinguiſh the SON of GOD; 
can expreſs either the grace of his offices, or the divi- 
nity of his nature. It is not to diſplay the perfections 


of our LORD JESUS 4im/e{f, but only to give us 


un idea of one of his warte, that the pencil has been 


employed on this grand ſubject. | 
Lou will alſo remember, that it was not the main 
ocean, but the lake of Tiberias, on which they ſailed. 
However, the painter is at Hhberty to make his fea as 
e as he pleaſes, and his fform as terrible as he can. 
Accordingly, he has collected all the horrors of a tem- 
W fire the arch above; and thunders, 
could thunders have been painted, would have rocked 
the ground below. Thoſe flaming bolts have ſmitten a 
huge promontory, and tore its rugged brow. See! 
how the rocky fragment is tumbling, with impetuous 
bound, from cliff to cliff. The waters, laſhed by fu- 
rious winds, heave and toſs their tumultuous billows. 
Here they riſe in rolling ridges ; there they rage in de- 


vouring .whirls.—Amidit ſe horrible commotwns, 


you behold a vefe/ in all the extremity of diffreft. 
Straining under the blaſt, battered and Hhalt-over- 
whelmed by the ſurge, ſhe can no lo maintain the 
unequal conflict. She yields to the refileſs flood, and 
begins, evidently begins, to fink. —Perplexed, amazed, 
and at their wit's end, the diſciples run to and fro. 
They ſhift the tackling, lighten the ſtowage, try every 
expedient, and find to their unſpeakable afition every 
expedient ineffectual. | : 5 
We calt our eye forward, and their divine MA s- 
TER appears, ſedately riſing from a gentle ſlumber. 
He ſees the perplexity and horror of his companions, 
without the leaſt emotion of alarm. He ſees deſtruc- 
tion approaching, heaven and earth mingling, and, 
inſtead of being diſmayed, enjoys the elemental} war.— 
What compoſure in his mien! What dignity in his at- 
titude ! What majeſty, ſweetened with compaſſion, in 
his aſpect! Such as could ariſe from no other ** 
ud 


, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
8 
| 
'| 
| 
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but a conſcious and undoubted certainty, that not one 
of the company ſhould periſh, that not a hair of their 
head ſhould be injured, and that all this mighty up. 
roar of nature ſhould end in a demonſtration of his 
mightier power, and a confirmation of his diſciples 75. 
— He looks abroad into the mutinous ſky, and the tur- 
bulent deep. He waves, with an authoritative air, his 
facred hand; and adds the great commanding word, 
Peach: BE $T1LL.—Do you inquire after the effed 
Let Milton declare it ; 


Confuſion heard his voice, and wild uprour 
Stood ruPd. © 


This is expreſſed/in another draught. Where all is 


huſhed : the tremendous agitations ceaſe, and the mot 


profound tranquillity takes place. The water is ſmooth 
as glaſs; we have the picture of a perfe& calm; and 
view thoſe very perſons, who, a little while ago, were 
in the wildeſt diſtraction, and in the jaws of rum, ſur- 


rounding their LO RD as men ahve from the dead“. 


Their 


The circumſtances of this miracle, as related by the Evangcliſts, 
are truly wonderful, and to the laſt degree pictureſſue. 

Maſter ! Maſter /. We periſp Hew conciſe, how abrupt, and 
how ardeat is this exclamation ! Therefore how ſtrongly ſignificant 
of imminent danger; and of the utmoſt diſtreſs | They oe not 
time to be explicit. A moment's delay may be fatal. What they 
utter is vehemence itſelf, and all rapidity, Luke viii. 24.—This is 
nature: this is the genuine language of the heart: this is true hiſto- 
ric painting. Every impartial reader muſt admire this exquilitely 
fine ſtroke, far beyond the diffuſe and (I had almoſt ſaid, imper:t- 
nently) florid Tpeech, which Virgil puts into the mouth of his hero 
on a like occaſion, -ZEn. I. 998. ** * 

Tama, u οπ,j“b . What a majeſty in this command! 'Tis 
admirable: tis inimitable: *tis worthy of G O D.— think, we 
may obſerve a peculiarly proper word, addreſſed and adapted to 


each element: the firſt injoiniug-a-ceſation of the winds, the ſceond 


a — of the waves : ſilence in all that roared, compoſure in 
all that raged. As though (to give a ſhort paraphraſe of the grand 
injunction) it had been ſaid; winds, be haſked ; waves, be cab. 
Mark iv. 39. | 

The efet, which this miracle has on the diſciples, is deſcribed 
with all the force of imagination, and all the energy of diction. To 
repreſent in colours, what the evangelical hiſtoriam has left _ 
ns 4 1ecora, 


err n ee 


8 =3 
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Their conſternation is turned into wonder, and their 
pangs of fear into extaſies of joy. They acknowledge 
the omnipotence, and adore the goodnets of JESUS. 
ug. Well may they — his omnipotence 3 
fince winds. and waver obey him. reat reaſon have 
they to adore his goodneſs, ſince he reſcued them from 
the very jaws of death; that worſt of deaths, periſhing 
in the ſtormy. deep. 
"Aſp. JESUS CHRIST had vouchſafed ſuch 
+ deliverance to my Eugenio; what would he have 
thought, or how would he have been affected? | 
- Evg. I ſhould have thought myſelf inexpreſſibly obliged; 
and that I could never thew ſufficient gratitude ' to ſo 
great a benefactor. 
Asp. Aſſure yourſelf then, my dear Sir, that he has 
done infinitely more for you.— That he has delivered 
yon, not indeed from being ſwallowed up by the raging 
billows, but from finking into the pit of everlaſting per- 
dition. Fhat he has not only reſcued you from endleſs 
deſtruction, but obtained eternal life and heavenly hap- 
pineſs for you, Done all this, not by ſpeaking a word, 
or uing a command; but by bearing your guilt, and 
ſuffering your puniſhment ; even by dying the moſt ig- 
nominious and tormenting death, in your ſtead. Should 
you not then un/eignedly love HIM? Study to pleaſe 
HIM? And make it the reigning endeavour of your 
life ro glorify HIM? 
Here, Theron returned, and the young ſtudent with- 
drew after receiving ſome affectionate and encoura- 
ing compliments from Aſpaſio. Who was going to en- 
e upon the excellent taſte of his friend; the inſtrue- 
tive ſtyle of his pictures; the good ſenſe and great pro- 
ficiency of his ſon. But Theron, far from coveting 
praiſe, and fully ſatisfied with the conſciouſneſs of act- 
ing the becoming part, prevented his diſcourſe, by ſtep- 


record, would be a ſubject fit for the immortal Raphael: and per- 
haps not to be equalled even by his maſterly pencil. Aua © 75- 
£1078 iv $xv104; A 2 ib = sda Ho, they were a- 


mazed—$Z15av]o, they were tranſportcd with amazement—)iav, to 


the very greateſt degree igt, exceeding all that language can 
expreis, Mark vi. 51. > 
"41% Ping 
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ping to a pair of glaſs - folding doors. Which, thrown 
open, admitted them into the ſtudy. 

A chimney-piece of grey marble, with plain but 
grand mouldings, formed a- very handſome appeur- 
ance,—In various little niches, were fixed elegant %,; 
and on the ſeveral interſtices, hung beautiful print; 
repreſenting many of thoſe eminently learned men, who 


were the ornaments and bleſhings, both of ancient and 


modern times. The ſhelves, all around, were accom- 
modated, not incumbered, with books. Aſpaſio, run. 
ning over the lettered backs, obſerved a collection of the 
molt valuable authors, in hiſtory and natural philoſo- 
phy, in poetry and divinity, - 

You will eaſily perceive, ſaid Theron, that I am 
ſomewhat ſingular in furniſhing my ſtudy, as well as in 
ornamenting the avenue. My books are not for ſhew, 
but uſe; and claim a regard, rather on account of their 
worth, than their number, —An immenſe multitude of 
volumes, I have always thought, is more likely to em- 
barraſs the attention, than to improve the underitand- 
ing. A huge library ſeems to reſemble a perplexing /4- 
byriath ; and often bewilders the mind in its purſuits, 
inſtead of leading it expeditiouſly to the acquiſition of 
truth. = 18 | 
When people are eager to peruſe a multiplicity of 
writings, it frequently happens, that in reading all, 
they digeſt none. They taſte ſome empty and tran- 
Bent amuſement, but collect no ſolid or laſting advan- 


tage. Their minds are ſomewhat like thoſe capacious- 


looking-glaſſes, which we have ſeen expoſed in the moſt 
frequented and populous ſtreets of London. They re- 
ceive all manner of ſhadowy images, but no ſubſtantial 
. impreſſion. A thouſand figures pas through them, not. 
one abides in them. ** e 


great judgment, and equal ſprightlineſs. 


Voracious learning, often auer ſed, 

Digeſts n:t into ſenſe the mutley meal. 

This forager on other's wiſdom, leaves 

Her native farm, her reaſon quite untill'd. 
With mixt manure ſhe ſurfeits the rank ſoil, 
Deng d but not dreſs'd ; and rich to beggary.. 


»The author of N ight Thoughts has touched this ſubject with. 


Our 
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Our books, replied Aſpaſio, as well as our friends, 
ſhould rather be ſelec, than numerous. For my part, 
I would defire no more than two or three of the moſt 
correct and maſterly writers in any ſcience. Theſe, a 
perſon of moderate capacity may be able to compre- 
hendz and not comprehend only, but enrich his me- 
mory with: the choiceſt ſentiments, and make the ſub. 
ſtance of their works his own.—He will, by repetition 
and famuliar converſe, enter into their ſpirit, and ac- 
quire their manner. While a rambler in reading, does 
little more than gratify his fancy, without refining his 
taſte, or amending his heart. 1 
Upon this Aſpaſio turned himſelf; and eſpied, in one 
corner of the - apartment, the celeſtial and terreſtrial 
globes; in another, a large reflecting teleſcope; and 
on the top of a bureau, one or two of the beſt micro- 
Theſe wſtruments, reſumed Theron, have opened an 
inexhauſtible fund of the fineſt entertaiaments *. 
have furniſhed us with neu eyes; and brought up, I 
| will venture to ſay, a zew world into our view. 
' give us a ſight of wonders, which may ſeem incredible 
| tothe-incurious vulgar and which were utterly un- 
known, to the moſt inquiſitive ſages of antiquity. They 
the eye with a diſplay of beauties, of inimitable 


5 


7 


Gentlemen of taſte and ſeriouſneſs cannot, I think, have a no- 
bler piece of furniture for their ſtudies, than the microſcope and the 
teleſcope, the orrery and the air-pump. This apparatus would af- 
ford them a moſt delightful and improving amuſement in a ſolitary 
bour.—It would alſo give them an opportunity of entertaining their 
company, in a truly elegant and very iuſtructive manner. It would 
open a fine and very ample field, for diſplaying the glories of GOD 
the CREATOR, and of GOD the REDEEMER.—As the diſ- 
coveries made by theſe inſtramzats, are ſo ſurprijſung in themſelves, 
and new to the generality of mankind, every edifying biat, dednced 
from ſuch obſervations, would come with a peculiar recommenda- 
ton.—This, I am ſure, would be a method of reducing to prac- 
tice, what the polite hiſtorian has recorded of the politer Scipio; 
elegantiſſima inter nalla negotiarum ofto di ſpunxit. VI LL. PATERC. 
And, I believe, it might be a happy means of turning the ſoul, 
to bear a part in that immortal hymn, Worthy art thou, O LORD, 
ts receive glory, and honour, and power ; fie thou + haſt created all 
1 and for thy pleaſure they now exiſt, and were at firſt created. 
iv. 11, | T5. 


„ 


beauties, 


— — 
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beauties, even where nothing worthy of notice was ex. 
pected. They throw the mind into a pleafing tranſport 
of admiration ; and from the meaneſt, loweſt objects, 
raiſe the moſt: amiable and exalted ideas of the all-glo- 
rious CREATOR. 

I have often regretted, that ſuch rational and manly 
gratifications ſhould be almoſt univerſally ſupplanted, 
by the funtaſtical and childiſh amuſements in vogue, 
Why ſhauld not the contemplation of nature's ſurpriſ- 
ing novelties, be as acceptable an entertainment, as the 
ate diverſion of quadrille; be as refined an employ 
for a leiſure hour, as to count the ſpots on a pack of 
cards 2 The ladies, I am very ſure, might find bright- 
tr colours, and more delicate ornaments, in the robes 
and head-dreſs of a common fly ; than ever they found 
amidft the trinkets of a toy-thop. And was the fair 
circle of females once acquainted with the radiant var- 
niſh, and rich ftuds, which enamel the cover of a bectle's 
wing; I am apt to think, they would view with leis 
rapture, with more indifference, perhaps, with a be- 
coming diſdain, all the pretty fancies of a beau's ward- 
robe et dan ia 

A few days ago, when the accompliſhed Manilia fa- 
voured us with a viſit, I ſhewed her, through a mag- 
n the ſting of a bee, the ſcale of a ſoa), the 
wing of a gnat, and ſome other beautiful minims of na- 
ture ; . with the powder, which adheres to our 
finger, when we touch the body of a moth.— Amaz- 


* ing! cried the young lady. What elegant figures 
00 What enchanting finery ! e a 
(1 eber Smalleſt lineaments exact, 


| In all the liv'ries dect d of ſummer*s pride, 
With ſpots of gold and purple, azure aud grees *. 


« How perfect the poliſh, and how high the finiſh- 


ing, of that little aweapon !—This piece of de/er/fre 


« -zrmour, how ſkilfully contrived, and how curiouſly 


« wrought! Here, riſing into little ridges, like the 


„ boſles of a buckler ; fitted to repel injuries. There, 
| 0 Mit rox, Book VII. 
ſccoped 


— oc EY 


* K 


— 


Dial. 6. THERON any ASPASIO. 205 


« ſcooped into little cavities, deſigned, I ſuppoſe, to 
« diminiſh its weight; that the coat of mail may not 
« jncumber, even while it defends, the puny wearer, — 
« What I took to be a whitiſh deſpicable rag, is the 
« neateſt fan 1 ever beheld. Mounted on flicks * ini- 
« mitably tapering and ſlender. Tinged with all the 
« ſoft and lovely colours of the moſt glofſy mother of 
« pearl, —But, what aſtoniſnes me more than all, is 
« the view of that coloured duſt ; which your inſtru- 
ment has turned into a cluſter of feathers. Every one 
« wrought off with a regularity and a delicacy, that are 
« beyond the power of deſcription. The fineſt ſtroke 
« drawn by the Italian pen, compared with the ex- 
« treme minuteneſs of the ſhaft, is broad and bulky as 
« an admiral's malt. A ſpeck of leat-gold, could it be 
« weighed againſt the exquiſite attenuations of the 
« vane , would ſeem more ſubſtantial and ponderous 
« than yonder marble ſlab. | 

« How nice, even to a prodigy, muſt be the me- 
« chaniſm of the animalcule race! I fee globules, I ſee 
« tides of blood, rolling through meanders inexpreſſi- 
« bly finer, than the fineſt hair.—Stranger {till ! I ſee 
« ſhoals of active creatures, expatiating in a ſingle drop 
« of water : taking their paſtime amidſt ſuch a ſcan- 
« ty canal, as unſtraitened and as much at large, as 
Leviathan in the abyſſes of the ocean.—A whole 
kingdom of theſe creatures, though collected into a 


* Theſe ſticks, are the little ribs, which fupport, at proper in- 

tervals, the fine tranſparent membrane of the wing. - 
+ Vane is the feathery part of a quill. 

In a ſingle drop of water, Dr. Hook is ſaid to have diſcover - 
ed, with his microſcope, cight millions two hundred and eighty 
thouſand animalcules.——This is mentioned, becauſe it is the prevail- 
ing philoſophy of the age. Though I muſt confeſs, that Mr. Gau- 
tier ſeems to have gone a conſiderable way, towards giving it ano- 
ther turn, As he has proved, before a learned aſſembly at Paris, 
that the vermiculares of Lewenhoek, and the living molecule of Mr. 


- de Buffon, were only balls of air agitated by the fermenting of the 


ſeed. If fo, it is not impoſſible, but Dr. Hook's animalcula may 
be nothing more than balls of air, agitated by the fermentaiion of 
the pepper. 

| Be this as it will, the young lady's remarks on the wonders of 
mechaniſm in the animalcule creation, I belicve, will never be con- 
troverted. 


Vor. I. | 8 „ body, 
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** body, are quite undiſcernible by the naked eye. 
* What then mult be the ſize of every individual? Vet 
in every individual there is a complete ſyſtem of 
limbs; each limb muſt have muſcles and nerves; 
each nerve muſt have ſenſe and ſtrength; and all 
* theſe are aſſembled, though not crouded, in a livin 
% atom. To reflect upon the texture of veſſels, and the 
operation of organs, ſo complex, ſo numerous, yet 
44 ſo inconceivably minute; how it awakens adinira- 
* tion! Fills me with reverence of the almighty MA. 
« KER! and yields a pleaſure, infinitely ſuperior to all 
the modiſh amuſements of our {ez !—Your diſcoverics 
« of life in miniature, have given me a diſguſt of what 
&« 1s called h liſe, and its ſolemn fopperies. You 
% have ſpoiled me, Theron, for a faſhionable trifler. ] 
& ſhall no longer reliſh the dull economy of the fan, or 
« the poor parade of the ſnuff- box.“ 

Aſp. Have you nothing to ſay of the teleſcope ?—1 
believe, tt mult be my province to celebrate this admi- 
rable invention; and I with I could doit, with Mani- 
lia's brilliant imagination.— If the microſcope leads us 
downward, to the curious ſecrets of the animalcule cre- 
ation; the teleſcope bears us upward, to the grand pe- 
culiarities of the ſtarry regions. The eye, conducted by 
this wonderful guide, viſits a variety of majeſtic orbs, 
which would otherwiſe be loſt in unmeaſurable tracts of 
æther.— This, far more ſurpriſing than the diſcoveries 
of Columbus, has found out new colonies of worlds, in 
every quarter of the nocturnal tkies. This has placed 
2 glittering creſcent, on the brow of one * of the pla- 
nets; and has given others a moſt ſtately train of at- 
.tendants+. 

Tell me, Theron; could you diſcern the fall choir of 
the conſtellations, or diſtinguiſh the variegated face of 
the moon, without the aid of your teleſcopic tube ? 
Could you, with your unaſſiſted eye, get a fight of Ju- 
piter's fatellites, or procure a glimpſe of Saturn's ring ? 
Without that ſupplementary aid to our fight, they 
2re quite imperceptible; though the ſatellites of the 


»The planet Venus. + The ſatellites of Jupiter and Sa- 


enn, 
g * 


former, 
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former, are incomparably more magnificent, than the 
retinue of all the monarchs in the world; and compa- 
red with the ring of the latter, all the bridges on ten 
thouſand rivers, are leſs than the ferule of your cane. 

As the teleſcope to the eye, ſo is reve/ation to the un- 
derſtanding. It diſcovers truths, which, exclufive of 
ſuch-a diſcovery, had been for ever hid from the moit 
ſagacious minds. Tis ſtrange to the unlearned obſer- 


ver, that this ponderous globe of earth and ſeas, ſhould” 


wheel its rapid circuit round the fun. But the teleſcope 
has rendered this fact clear to a demonſtration.ä— Tis 
ſtrange likewiſe to our natural apprehenſions, that we 
ſhould die in Adam, and be undone by our firſt parents 
diſobedience. Nor lefs ſo, that we ſhould be made alive 


in CHRIST, and derive our recovery from his imputed. 


righteouſneſs. But revelation makes this doctrine as 
certain, as it is comfortable. | 


Ther. Does revelation make it certain? — This is a 
point not yet eſtabliſhed, but taken for granted. I ra- 
ther apprehend, that revelation, in no place maintains 
it, in many places diſavows it. During your abſence, . 


Aſpaſio, I have ſpent ſome time in ſearching the ſcrip- 
tures, with a particular view to this tenet. I can find 


no fuch expreſſiou in the whole Bible, as the imputation 


of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, If it was ſo leading an 
article as you repreſent, ſurely it conld not have been 


entirely forgotten by the inſpired writers, nor utterly. ' 


excluded from Heir body of divinity. 


App. The very identical expreſſions may not occur, 
and yet the doctrine be abundantly taught. I believe, 


you never met with the word reſurrectian, in any part 
of the Pentateuch ;. nor ever read the phraſe /atisfac- 
tion, in all the New Teſtament. Yet our LORD ful- 
ly proved the truth of the former, from the writings of 


Moſes ; and you yourſelf have acknowledged the latter, 


to be the unanimous ſenſe of the Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts. | 

In the epiſtle to the Romans, we have expreſs and 
repeated mention of a righteouineſs imputed; - at or 
whoſe righteouſneſs, can be the ſubject of this aſſertion? 
Not the righteouſneſs of angelt. They are a ſuperi- 


or claſs of beings, and have no ſuch intimate connec-- 


tion with our nature, Not the ri ghteouineſs of eminent 


8 * ſaiuts. 


1 
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ſaints. This is the exploded error of Popery ; and fur- 
niſhes the Romi/ſh zealots with that chimera of arro- 
gance and folly, works of ſupererogation.—Not any 
righteouſneſs of our own : for, it is poſitively declared, 
to be without works * ; in which no works of our own 
have any concurrence, or the leaſt ſhare. What other 
933 then can be meant, but the righteouſneſs 
our great SUBSTITUTE, SURETY, and SA. 
VIOUR? Who took our nature; diſcharged our debt; 
and is therefore ſtyled, JEHOVAH ur Righteouſneſ; +. 
Ther. This ſeems contrary to the whole tenour of 
the ſacred inſtructions. What ſays the prophet ? yen 
the wicked man turneth away from his wickedneſs that he 
bath committed, and dbeth that which is lawful and right, 
le ſhall fave his foul alive 4. Here, that greateſt of blei- 
ſings, the ſalvation of the ſoul, is aſcribed to a departure 
from evil, and a perſeverance in good; to a real alteration 
in a man's ows temper and conduct, not to any fanciful 
application of ſome tranſmiſſive righteouſneſs from ano- 
ther. | | 
Aſp. Let me aſk my Theron; Is there no wicked- 
neſs, but riot and debauchery, profaneneſs and injuſtice ? 
— Unbelief, though it may pa's without cenſure or no- 
tice in a ſyſtem of morality, is, in the volume of reve- 
lation, declared a capital crime. Our LORD, ſpeak- 
ing of the HOLY SPIRIT, mentions it as a ſignal 
part of his office, that he ſhall convince the world of jin. 
— — )f what ſin? Scandalous violations of moral recti- 
tude? This were a needleſs employ, The light of rea- 
ſon is ſufficient, to evince ſuch a charge; and the court 
of conſcience is erected, to paſs the deſerved ſentence. 
— Of ſin, adds the heavenly TEACHER, becauſe they 
believe not an me. on my death, as the cauſe of their 
forgiveneſs; on my righteouſneſs, as the ground of 
their acceptance; on my SPIRIT, as the powerful 
principle of their holineſs. | 

Unbelief treats GOD as a liar; becauſe it rejects 
the teſtimony, which he has bore concerning his belov- 


ed SON.—Unbelief tramples on the blood of CHRIST, 


Rom. iv. 6. + Jer. Xxiii. 6. } Ezek. xviii. 27. 


> | Jobn xvi. 9. $ x John v. 10. 
and 
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and is a moſt contemptuous affront to all his ſaving of = 
fices, Unbelief would counteract the operations ot the 
HOLY GHUST; whoſe peculiar work i is, to teſti- 
fy of CHRIST, and make manifeſt his righteouſ- 
neſs. Lo ſay all in a word; unbeliet is that great, that 
comprehenſive ſin, which ſcornfully rejects, or impiouſſy 
renounces, the moſt glorious method of ſalvation, - 
which Omniſcience itſelf could deviſe *. - 

The wicked man, therefore, never turns from his 
wickedneſs; till he turns, -by a true faith, to JESUS 

CHRIST. Till then, he is a rebel againit the g 
pel, however he may pay ſome ſpecious and partial re- 
gard to the law. So flagrant a rebel, that he ſtands 
particularly excepted, even in the act of evangelical in- 
demnity- For, as he that believeth on the SON, hath ' 
everlaſting life; ſo, he that believeth not, is crndemned al- 
ready, and the wrath of 60 abideth on-him f. 

Ther. What are the Plalmiſt's ſentiments on this ſub» - 
jet? Does not he repreſent the matter in a very difle- 
rent light? Thou, IL OR D, art merciful ; for thou re- 
wwardeſt every man according to his, not another's works . 
Aſp. Weighty ſaying! May it impreſs our very 
hearts G O D is merciful, and therefore rewardetli. 
From whence it appears, that What we call a reward, 
is really an act of mercy, rather than of juſtice. The 
"rages of {in is death; but the g/ (fays the apoſtle, al- 


* Bengelius makes no ſeruple to affirm, pejus eſt non credere & 
Tangelic, quam Sodomitas imitari. This is; not to believe the goſ- 
pel, not to receive the glad tidings of grace in CHRIS T, is more 
provoking, and will prove more deſtructiye, than the ſin of So- 
dom. This he grounds, not on the reaſons aſſigned by Aſpaſio, 
bnt on that which includes them all, and ſurpaſſes them all, even 
our LOR D's own declaration, Matt. x. 15 ? 

. John iii. 28, 36. The words-arr' exceedingly emphatical, and 
no leſs av. Not barely he fba/l come into condemnation, but 
he (that helieveth not) ig condemned already. Though ever ſo ci- 
vilized or refined in his outward converſation, be lies under a ſen- 
tence cf death, and is the object of divine wrath.— Which not only 
will viſit him, but ebideth on him. So that, wherever he may be, 
whatever he may do, the diſpleaſure of the tremendous JEHO- 
VAH hangs over him, like a moſt dreadful fword. Which, if he 
wes in ſach a condition, will incvi:ably fall upon him, and cat him 

ima picces eternally. 8 | | 
1 Pal, Ixil. 2. 
8 3 | tering 
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tering his ſtyle, and making a very obſervable diſtinc. 
tion), the gift of GOD is eternal life *. | 
The intpired writer ſubjoins, not for, but according 
0 7, every man's works. A man's works are the mea- 
ſure, not the meritorious cauſe. To merit, is the ſole 
prerogative of the SAVIOU R's blood and ohedi. 
ence. To theſe it is owing, that our imperfect ſervicez 
are honoured with any acceptance ; much more that 
they are recompenſed with any reward. — Though, af. 
ter a {inner is juſtiñed, his own deeds find favour in 
the ſight of the LORD: yet in the juſtification of 
ſinners, GO D has no reſpect to any human perform- 
ances. He has no reſpect to one man as better than 
another, but to the righteouſneſs of his bleſſed 8 ON 
alone. | 
Ther. Does not this expoſition of yours, claſh with 
that truly generous acknowledgment of St. Peter? Jy 
every nation, he that feareth G 6D, and worketh righte- 
ouſneſr, is accepted with him 4. Here, it is undeniably 
evident, that acceptance with onr CREATOR, is 
founded on a man's own piety, and perſonal integrity ; 
upon his fearing GOD, and working righteouſneſs. 
Aſp. Rightly to underſtand this text, we ſhould in- 
quire into the circumſtances of the hiſtory.—The apoſtle 
had been ſtrongly and moſt unreaſonably prejudiced in 
favour of the Jews; imagining, that the ſalvation cf 
CHRIST, like the diſpenſation of Moſes, mult be 
confined to his countrymen, —But now, having conh- 
dered the purport of his late heavenly viſion; having 
compared it with the angelic meſſage, delivered to Cor- 
nelius; and being ade acquainted with the character 
of that valuable man; he breaks out into this truly ca- 
tholic declaration. My prejudices are vaniſhed. My 
« ſentiments are enlarged. From the inſtange before 
“ me, it is demonſtrably certain, that the HOLY ONE 
4 of Iſrael, does no longer appropriate the bleſſings of 


| Rom. vi. 23. | 
4 und. not Twyn . So the apofle ſpeaks. Every man 
Hall receive his own reward, xl, not dic Tor e xeno. 
x Cor. ui. 8. | 
| Ads x. 35- 
6 his 
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« his covenant, to an rticular perſon, family, or 
T _— But, in 34 —— he that feareth GOD; 
« and, from a principle of religion in the heart, work- 
« eth righteouſneſs in the life, is accepted with him. 80 
« accepted, as to be an object of the divine favour, and 
« an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.“ 8 
This, I think, is the exact meaning of the place. 
And let it be recollected, that no one truly fears, or can 
poſſibly pleaſe G D, without faith“. That no prayers 
can be ſet forth as the incenſe ; no alms can go up as a 
memorial before GOD; nor any ſacrifices be accepta- 
ble in his ſight, but only through JESUS CHRIST. 
For which reaſon, it ſeems neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that 
Cornelius, though a heathen by birth, had believed 
through grace.—Nay ; it is evident from the context, 
that he had heard of CHRIST; had ſome acquaint- 
ance with the defign of his coming, and the execution 
of his office ; enough to be the ground of a real, 
though perhaps an infantile faith. The buſineſs of the 
apoſtle was, to lead this convert into the clear night, 
and full privileges of the goſpel; to ratify and confirm 
his title to them, by the ſacred ſea/ of baptiſin ; and in- 
troduce him, as the ff. fruits of the Gentiles, into the 
Chriſtian church. : 
Nothing therefore can be concluded from this paſ- 
fage, but that the glad tidings of Chriſtianity are for 
Jews, tor Geatiles, for all people—that by taith, even the 
Genuiles obtain a good report, and are enabled to bring 
forth the fruits of righteouſneſs—and faith, though 
weak, yet if ſincerely improved, will certainly be in- 
creaſed; will © go from ſtrength to ftrength.” 
Ther. Does not our SAVIOUR, in deſcribing the 
proceſs, and foretelling the iſſue of the laſt deciſive tri- 
al, aſligh a kingdom to the righteous? Aſſign it in this 
preciſe view, as a proper remuneration of their own good 


. ® Heb. xi. 6. 2. 

F See ver. 36, 37. Indeed it could hardly be otherwiſe; ſince 
Cornelius was ſtationed at Cæſarea; the reſidence of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant ; and ſeat of the coil, as Jeruſalem was of the eccleſiaſtical 
government, In a place of ſuch general reſort, ſo- very remarkable 
an event could not be unknown. Eſpecially, as Philip the evan- 
gelit had fixed his abode in that city. See. Ads viii. 40. 


works; 
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Works; ſaying, in the moſt expreſs terms; Come, ;- 
bleſſed ef*'my FATHER, inherit the kingdom pretared 
for you, from the foundation of the world: ror I was 
hungred, and ye gave me meat ; FOR, CC For, ©c*, 

Aſp. Be pleated to take notice of the expretlion, 
They are bidden to inherit: and what is freer than an 
inheritance? Was your patrimony the reward of your 
own ſervices !—Obſerve alſo the reaſon. alledged, and 
compare it with the rule of judicature. He that bel:;. 
veth, faith the Supreme JUDGE, hall be ſaved. This 
is the avowed, the invariable ſtandard, by which he 
proceeds, in adminiſtering everlaſting judgment. Ac. - 
cordingly, he confers eternal life on the righteous, as 
perſons intitled to this great felicity, on the foot of his 
own gracious appointment. 

For denotes, not the faundation, but the evidence, of 
their right. I acquit fuch a perſon,” ſays the arbi- 
trator in a judicial claim; “ fer. the witneſſes depolc, 
that the debt is paid.” The depoſition, which au- 
ſwers to theſe righteous acts, is the prog; payment of 
the debt, which correiponds with CH R 18-T's perfect 
obedience, , is the cauſe ſ of the diſcharge.— Vr ze hare 

ben; ye have abounded in all inſtances of duty to 

E, and love to your brethren; and thereby have 
manifeſted yourſelves true believers. 

It may be farther obſerved, that our LORD ſav; 
not, ye have done it to your fellow-creatures, .but 7- 
theſe my brethren ft. He commends not every random 
act of good - nature or generoſity, but ſuch kinds of be- 
neficence only, as carry the Chriſtian ſtamp; were ex- 
erciſed to a diſciple, in the name of a diſciple.” And 
theſe moſt evidently ſpring from faith z cheſe undeniably 
atteſt its ſincerity. | 
Ther.” Are not theſe diſtinctions more ſubtie than ſo- 


_ ** a. * —— 


2 Matt. xxv. 30. | 

+ The Spring is come, ſays the conntryman; for the orchard 
blooms, and the black-bird ſings. The blooming: of the trees, and 
the melody of the birds, were never ſuppoſed ro © cate, only to 
charaFteriſe the delightful ſeaſon. They are not its cauſe, but the 
proof of its taking place. 

; Matt. xxv. 40» 
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Aſp. To me they appear in no ſuch light. If you 
* theta bs us appeal to thoſe excellent perſons 
themſelves. The turn, the very remarkable turn of 
their ſentiments, will fully decide our queſtion. Do 
they lay any ftreſs upon their own religious duties, and 
beneficent deeds? Far from relying on them, farther 
fill from pleading them, they beſtow not a ffugle 
thought upon them. Having fixed their hopes on the 
ROCK of ages, they forget theſe tranſient bubbles. 
Nay, they wonder to hear their exalted MAS I ER 
making any honourable mention of ſuch defective ſer- 
vices. 

O! that we may be enabled, through the whole 
courſe of our lives, to follow the example of their 
piety, and, when we appear before the tremendous 
tribunal, to imitate their humility and wiſdom | Their 
humility, in renouncing themſelves, and diſclaiming all 
deſert of their own : Their wi/dom, in repoſing their 
whole confidence on the righteouſneſs of their GOD 
and SAVIOUR. 

Ther. Our LORD makes no mention of this doc- 
trine in his ſermon on the mount; whereas, if it had 
been ſo very material, he would at leaſt have touched 
upon it in that comprehenſive ſummary of true reti- 

on. | 
E Aſp. Our LORD fays not, a word concerning the 
facritice of his death; neither is there a ſyllable relating 
to his interceſſion for tranſgreſſors. But are theſe arti- 
cles of our faith to be deemed fictitious or ſuperfluous, 
becauſe they are not expreſsly inculcated in that admi- 
rable treatiſe of practical divinity? 

However, upon a more attentive examination, per- 
haps we ſhall find the point moſt ſtrongly implied, 
though not diſtinctly ſpecified ; its neceſſity demonſtra- 
ted, though its nature be not explained, The illuſtri- 
ous TEACHER opened his mouth, and, with a pe- 


. 


Bubbles they are, compared with the all-glorious obedience of 
CHRIST, or conſidered ia reference to the grand affair of juſtifi- 
cation before G O D.—— But as bubbles or watery veſicles, inflared 
with air, are the means of exhibiting the beautiful colours of the 
rainbow, fo theſe ſervices, though poor and imperfect, bear teſtimo- 
to the exiſtence of that precious grace—faith, 

culiar 


F 
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euliar ſolemnity ſaid, Blaſed are the poor in ſpirit *,— 
But who are they? Not the perſons, who ſoothe them- 
ſelves with the flattering conceit of the Zadiceay 
church, I am rich in obedience, and increaſed in ſpiri- 
tual . gods Þ x Thoſe rather, who ſee their indigence, 
bewail their guilt, and hunger and thirſt after the juſ- 
tiſying merit of a REDEEMER; who, from the 
very bottom of an humbled heart, confeſs, ** LORD, 
« I am no more able to keep every jot and tittle of 
* thy holy law, than I am capable of atoning for my 
„ innumerable fins. CHRIST muſt be my righte- 
« ouineſs, as well as my propitiation, or elſe I am ir- 
«© recoverably undone.” 

The inimitable PREACHER farther informs his 
hearers, that, unleſt their righteouſneſs exceed the righte- 
ouſneſs of the ſeribes and Phariſzer, they ſhall in no iſ? 

enter into the kingdom of heaven 4. — How mult Chritti. 
ans exceed the Phariſees ? Not only in being /i2cere, in 
having reſpe& unto a GO D's eommandments, but 


,alſo in poſſeſſing a complete righteouſneſs. He ſpeaks of 


that righteouſneſs, -by which men enter into the king- 
dom ot heaven. He ſpeaks of ſuch a righteouſneſs, as 
is deſcribed in the following parts of the ſermon, and 
exactly correſponds with the demands of the law. He 


ſpeaks of ſuch a righteouſneſs, as admits of no failure, 


but ariſes to the very ſummit of perfection. And where, 
where will you find this righteonineſs, unleſs you have 
recourſe to the conſummate obedience of the great 
MEDIATOR? 

Ther. The ORACLE of heaven, yon know, was 
ence conſulted upon that moſt momentous of all queſ- 
tions, How a perſon may aſcertain his title to life and 
immortality? And what is the tenour of the ſacred re- 


ſcript? We are referred to the ten commandments, 


and i the moſt explicit terms, with the molt peremp- 
tory air, told, This Do, and thoy [halt live ||. 

Af: That particular perſon, if you pleaſe, was re- 
ferred to the ten commandments ; not we, and man- 


kind in generaL—Our LORD in the preceding verſes 


Matt. v. 3. + Rev. iii. 15. I Matt. v. 20. 
L Matt. xik. 17. Luke x. 28. 5 


had 


— & 
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had informed his diſciples, that they muſt receive the 
kingdom of G © D, or the grace of the goſpel, and the 
blellings it propoſes, as a /ittle child And this can 
hardly ſignify, as the reſult or conſequence of their 
own doings. 
Tier. © That particular perſon referred! Not we 
« and mankind in general!” — I don't underſtand 
r meaning, Aſpaſio. | 
Aſp. You will obſerve then, that our LOR D's re- 
ply was not an univerſal direction, but an anſwer ad 
hominem, peculiarly adapted * to the young gentleman's 
application, which, however it may be admired, was 
none of the wiſeſt.— Inſtead of aſking, + How ſhall a 
"46 poor guilty mortal, who is every day offending, ob- 
« tain forgiveneſs from the righteous GOD?“ inſtead 
of ſaying, « How ſhall I, who am not able to think a 
« good thought, make ſure my title to an eternal weight 
« of glory?” our queriſt demands, What thing 
ſhall I no, that I may inherit eternal life ? The reply 
proceeds upon the inquirer's own principles :—* If you 
« expect lite and immortality upon ſuch /egal terms, 
4 know, that your obedience muſt be nothing leſs than 
« a perſect conformity to the divine law. Perform all 
its precepts in their utmoſt extent, and with an un- 
« remitted perſeverance, then But alas! ſuch per- 
fection is too high for fallen creatures; they cannot at- 
tain unto it. ceſſarily therefore muſt they drop all 
ſuch pretenſions, and have recourſe to ſome other me- 
thod of juſtification. | | 
_ Ther. Why did that Wonderful COUNSELLOR, 
if ſuch was the purport of his anſwer, expreſs himſelf 
ſo obſcurely? Why did he not divert his promiſing 


lt is delightful to obſerve the ToAurorA@» (oa, the cu- 
maus variety, yet the conſummate propricty, of our LOR D's con- 
duct; how exactly this divine caſuiſt ſuits his counſel to the differ- 
ent ſtates, and various characters, of mankind, —— The ſecure and 
preſumptuous he ſends to the lau, that they may be humbled, To 
the afflicted and contrite he preaches the 2 that they may be 
comforted. When the Phariſee, full of ſelf-conceit, ſtands up and 


fays, What fball T do? the anfwer is, Do all that is commanded. _ 
When the ſinful woman falls at the REDEEMER's feet, and 
ſpeaks in tears the gullt of her life, 7hy ſins are forgiven, is the 
gracious reply. * e 5 


ſcholar 
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ſeholar from this fruitleſs attempt, and put him in the 
right, the practicable way of obtaining ſalvation? 

Aſp. This he did with the fineſt addreſs, and in the 
moſt ſkilful manner. Had our LORD afhrmed, 
« You are worldly; you are covetous ; your riches are 
« your GOD;” ſuch a charge would in all probahj. 
lity have been as confidently denied, as it was plainly 
urged. Therefore he brings this ſpecious hypocrite to 
a teſt *, which could not be evaded, and which was 
ſure to diſcover the truth; a teſt, which laid open the 
palpable and enormous defects of his ſo much boaſted 
obedience; which made it appear, that, inſtead of 
keeping all the commandments, this vain ſelf-juſticiary 
had not obeyed rhe very f but, amidit all his tower- 
ing imaginations of himſelf, had been, and at that very 
inſtant was, a ſordid groveling idolater, who preferred 
his tranſitory poſſeſſions on earth to an everlaſting in- 
heritance in the kingdom of heaven. —Could any expe- 
dient be more ſuitable to the caſe ? or better calculated 
to reduce him, intoxicated as he was with pride, to a 
ſober humble mind? to beat him off from his falſe 
foundation, the righteouſneſs which is of the law, and 
lead him to a rehance on the promiſed, the expected, 
the preſent MESSIAH ? 

It puts me in mind of my friend Sagacio's conduct; 
. which ſeems to have ſome conformity with our LORD's 
procedure, and may poſſibly tend to illuſtrate its pro- 
priety.— Viſiting one of. his unlearned neighbours, he 
found him in company with a certain talkative ſtran- 
ger, who was haranguing at an extravagant rate on 
the wonders of aſtronomy. Sagacio ſoon perceived, 
that the chief furniture of this extraordinary adept lay. 
in a little acquaintance with the technical terms, and 
ſomewhat more than a little ſhare of aſſurance. How 
ſhould he bring the ſelf-plumed ſcioliſt to a little 20d:/!y 


Matt. xix. 22. Tf thou will be per fes, ſell all that thou haſt, and 
give to the This direction ſeems to be much of the ſame na- 
ture with that other part of our LOR D's reply, 1f thou wilt enter 
into u the commandments. Both were perſonal ; both occa- 
ſional ; both adapted to particular circumſtances, The latter is no 


more the ſtated +15 api way to heaven, than the former is the 


of 


common indiſpenſable duty of all Chriſtians, 


2 
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of ſentiment, and decorum of converſation ? He took 
leave to aſk, * What the word aſtronomy might ſigni- 
« fg?” The orator was ſtruck dumb in a moment. 
He had never informed himſelf, it ſeems, that aſtrono- 
my related to the order and regulation of the ſtars. 
This ſingle queſtion taught our minute philoſopher 
more effectually than twenty lectures on the ſubject. It 
taught him his ow2 ignorance, and that he had the very 


rudiments of his ſo much admired ſcience till to learn. 


Ther. What will you ſay to thoſe famous paſſages in 
the epiſtle of St. James? By works a man is juſtified — 
Was not Abraham gur father juſtified by works, * Can 
any words be plainer in their meaning? Or can any 
meaning be more directly oppoſite to the whole ſcope of 
your ar ntation? 


Aſp. This I would ſay, Theron.— The paſſages you 


quote, when detached from the context, may ſcem in- 


conſiſtent with the declarations of another apoſtle ; as 
a limb, when wrenched from its natural ſituation, ap- 
pears with an air of diſproportion: whereas reduce the 
diſlocated part, and it will recover the ſymmetry of its 
ſhape; it will barmonize exactly with the animal ſyſ- 
tem.—Replace likewiſe theſe aſſertions, conſider them 
in connedion with the whole paragraph, and they will 
be found, if not uniſons, yet perfect concords, with the 
ſtrain of St. Paul's teaching. 

What is the drift and aim of St. James ? To diſtin- 
= a genuine from an infincere faith. Obſerve how 


ſtates the caſe. It is not, Though a man have faith, ' 


but Theugh a man ſay, he hath faith *. This is men- 
tioned as the boaſt of ſome hypocritical profeſſor : So 
that the apoſtle is evidently dealing with a pretender to 
the precious gift. Accordingly he demands with great 


propriety and ſpirit, Shew me thy faith: Prove the 


reality of thy claim: Prove it to e, and to the church, 
to thy fellow-creatures and fellow-Chriſtians. What 
thou calleſt thy faith, if it be not productive of righte- 
ous diſpoſitions and godly works, we muſt pronounce 
ſpurious, worthleſs, dead. 

Having detected the counterfeit, he proceeds to de- 


® James ii. 21, 24. ＋ James ii. 14. | 


Vo L, I. ? T | ſcribe 
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ſcribe the ſferling; the grand characteriſtie of which is, 


a frame of mind and a courſe of action, correſponding 
with the doctrine believed. By this touchſtone the faith 
of our renowned progenitor was tried, and, being tried, 
vas found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory.” 0. 
not Abraham our father juſtified by evorks, when he had 
offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar ?—Juſtified ! How? 
As to acceptance with the ſupreme JUDGE? No: 
this was effected long before Iſaac was offered, was 
born, or conceived in the womb. But when the be- 
heving and juſtified patriarch exerciſed that heroic act 
of ſelt-demial, reſignation, and obedience, then he de- 
monſtrated himſelf to be a real unfeigned believer ; 
then his juſtification was evidenced to all his cotempo- 
raries, and to all generations. By this, and ſuch other 
works, his faith was made perfet ; anſwered its pro- 
per end; appeared to be -of the true, the triumphant, 
the ſcriptural kind; ſince it overcame the world, over- 
came ſelf, and regarded GOD as ALL AL. 

Upon the whole, St. Paul ſpeaks concerning the juſ- 
fication of our perſons ; St. James concerning the juſ- 
tification of our /azth ft. St. Paul deſcribes the manner 
of being juſtified before the all-ſeeing GOD ; St. James 
points out the proof Þ of a juſtified ſtate, as it is viſible 


0 


E NTIHm man. In this ſenſe, T ſuppoſe, we are to underſtand 
St. John's aphoriſm, He that doeth riglieonſneſi is righteaus ; is un- 
doubtedly juſtiſied; is righteous before G OD, the Searcher of 
hearts. This his holy life demonſtrates, that he has indeed believed 
unte righteouſneſs. It juſtifies his profefſon of faith both from thc 
charge, and from the ſuſpicion, of inſincerity. 1 John in. 5. 

+ That the expreſſion uſed by St. James ſignifies this declarative 
Juſtification, is plain from 1 Jim. iii. 26.3 where the apoſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, fays, L, He 
Das juſtified in or by the SPIRIT; that is, He was declared to be 
the true SON of GOD; manifeſted on earth, and recognized from 
heaven, as the undoubred 8 AVIOURof the world. 

A very Little refection, I ſhould imagine, muſt convince every 
unprejudieed reader, that St. James cannot poſſibly be ſtating the 
method of- juſtification before the infinitely righteous G O D : be- 
cauſe he never ſo much as mentions the death of CHRIS T—/#/ 
made bis ſoul an offering for ſin— 10 whom give all the prophets witneſs, 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſuall recetve remiſſion of ſins—and be- 
ſides whom, there is no other name given under heaven, whereby we 
, 4 can 


F 


Dial. 6. THERON axv ASPASIO. 2229 


to men, Sceſt thou. The former proceeds from the im- 

maculate righteonſneſs of CHRIST), placed to our 

account; the latter conſiſts in the fruits of righteou!- 

neſs, adorning our life. —Rightly underſtood, therefore, 

theſe paſſages are not in the leaſt contradictory to the 

epiſtles of St. Paul, or to the ſcope of my argumenta- 
tion, but are a ſeaſonable caveat, and a proper preſer- 

vative, agaialt miſunderſtanding z#/e, or perverting 
this. 

Ther. I wiſh you would read that conciſe, but judi- 
cious abridgment of true religion, compriſed in the fit- 
teehth Pſalm. The ſacred penman, for his own and 
for the information of all mankind, atks, LORD, au 
Hall dwell in thy tabernacle, or 2wh5jhall reſi upon thy bo- 
y bill 2 To this moſt intereſting inquiry, the following 
verſes are a full and ſatisfactory anlwer; the whole ot 
which turns upon the diſcharge of moral duties; a- 
ing uprightly, and working righteou/ne/s ; without a fyl- 
table, or a ſingle hint, concerning the very ſuperior 
excellence of faith, or the extreme neceſſity ot a vica«- 
rious obedience. | n 
A. I have oſten read, and I well remember char 
inſtructive Pfalm.- And I beg leave to obſerve onge for 
all, with relation to ſuch paſſages of the Old Teſta- 
ment, that they ſuppoſe the perſons, whom they de- 
ſcribe, to be convinced of their natural corruption, to be 
humbl-d under a ſenſe of their actual guilt, and to live 
in a conſcientious obfervance of the expiatory /acrifices ; 
all which had an invariable reference to CHRIST, 
and derived their whole virtue from his mediation. 

Would any of the Jewiſh faints, have dared to ad- 
vance a plea for eternal bleffednets, upon the foot of 
their own conformity to ſach moral directions? Ne - 
glecting, at the ſame time, the ſacrifices. of the three 
great feſtivals, or a believing improvement of the daily 
oblation.— By no means. Theyw ere, and they would 
acknowledge themſelves, deplorably defective. They 
would plead the promiſe of tree &race, and fly to the 
blood, which GO D himſelf had appointed to make au- 


can be ſaved. Could an apoſtle ſo aſelutely forget his LOR D- 
and in a caſe where every other inſpired writer acknowledges him-3 + 
_ hay, acknowledges him to be ALL IX ALL? © 


2 atonements 
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atonement for their ſouls.— By ſuch ſentiments and ſuch 
a conduct, they reduced to practice the very eſſence of 
our doctrine: diſavowing their own deeds, however vir. 
tuous or religious; and truſting in the ſtrength of Iſrael, 
the LOR D cur Righteouſneſs, Who alone fulfilled all 
the precepts, contained in this excellent formulary of 
duty. Who was alſo the ſubſfance of every purifying 
and of every propitiatory rite.» Whom, therefore, 
thoſe holy people regarded, as the only cauſe of juſti- 
fication and ſalvation. 

Ther. Has not the ſacred writer expreſly ſaid, at the 
cloſe of the Palm? Whoſo dor theſe things, ſhall ne- 
ver fall. 

| 3h. He has : and this, I apprehend, is his mean- 
ing.“ Perſons of ſuch a temper, and ſuch a prac- 
« tice, bear the marks of GO D's children, and are 
meet for his glory. Accordingly, they ſha!l never 
% fall, either into total apoſtacy here, or final con- 
« demnation hereafter. They are now heirs, and in 
due time ſhall be poſſeſſors, of his eternal kingdom.” 

But yon will take notice, that all theſe duties and 
qualifications, only characterize, not conſtitute, the in- 
Heritor of heaven. —Vou will likewiſe advert to ano- 
her very remarkable circumſtance in the deſcription ; 
He ſetteth not by kimfelf, but is lowly in his own eyes *. 
Or, as the more exprefiive original ſpeaks, he is epi- 
cable and vile in his own fight. So far from aſpiring 
to ſelf· juſtification, that he even condemns and abhors 
bimſelf. He falls down, as a moſt unworthy wretch, 
at the foot of infinitely tree grace. 


* Pal. xv. 4. dum TID M22, I cannot ſay, that I admire the 
Bible tranſlation of this clauſe : In whoſe eyes the vile perſon is con- 
temprble. Methinks it does pot ſavour of the tender and benign 
ſpirit of our religion, which teaches vs to honour all men ; to de- 
ſpiſe no one's perſon, but only to deteſt the wickedneſs of the wick- 


Should the ſenſe I have oppoſed, have its weight; the ſenſe I 
have preferred, is incomparably weightier. If, to deſpiſe the vile, 
is a religious act; to think meanly of onrſclves, is a much more 
advanced, and a far more difficult inſtance of true religion. This 
is to copy one of the higheſt patterns of human excellence; who, 
notwithſtanding his very ſuperior attainments, accounted himſelf 
tefs thau the keaf of all ſaints ; nay, the very chiefeſt of ſinners. 


Ther 


* 
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Ther. I cannot but think, it is the current dodtrine 
of ſcripture, and I:am ſure, it is one ot the fit prin- 
ciples which the light of nature teaches—That the molt 
high GOD muſt neceſſarily love righteouſneſs, and 
—— pleaſure in the righteous. 

Aſp. If, what is called, the light of nature was to 
publiſh a goſpel, J believe, it would be formed upon 
your plan. It would beſtow favour only on the inno- 
cent, the virtuous, and the holy, —But the goſpel of 
CHIRST runs in a very different (train. This brings 
pardon for the condemned, and bleſſing for the accur- 
fed. This is health to the ſick, and recovery to the- 
ruined. The LORD hath anvinted me, ſaith its divine 
AUTHOR, 7 preach good tidings ts the meek ; to the 
poor, the afflicted, the miſerable. He hath ſent me to 
bind up the brokten-hearted ; whoſe milery is ſo great, 
that it ſeems to admit of no relief; but is plunging” 
them in deſpair, and even breaking their hearts—ts- 
proclaim liberty to the captives ; the wretched captives of- 
ſin, and death, and hell—and the opening of the priſon ? 
to them that are bound; bound in the chains of igno- - 
rance, impotence, and miſery *.. . * 


* Iſai. Ixi; 1. Upon this paſſage of Iſaiah I would beg leave ta 
obſerve ; that the word meek ſeems not to anſwer or convey the 
prophet's idea. By the meet, we are inclined to think of perſons; - 
endued with that placid and quiet ſpirit, which is, in the ſight of 
GOD, of great price. This might diſcourage many people, who know 
themſelves to WT. of luch a gracious habit. This might 
lead others to fuſpect, that ſome amiable diſpoſition is previouſly 
neceſſary, in order to receive the benefits cf © redeeming grace. 
Which is a very miſtaken, and will prove a moſt forbidding no- 
The original y ſignifies, in this place, The -afiifted ; not 
thoſe who are beautified with meekneſs, but thoſe who are op- 
preſſed with miſery ; ſpiritual miſery eſpecially ; not exceptin 
even thoſe, who are ſlaves to their own wnruly paſſions, —The- 
word , from which u is derived, expreſſes that bitter bond- 
age and grievous oppreſſion, under wi ich the Itraelites groaned in 
Egypt. See Exod. iii. 5. | | 

Ihe whole paragraph is a deſcription of extreme wretchedneſs. 
What can be more diſtreſſed than the man, whoſe outward eircum- 
llances are impoveriſhed and ruined. ; whoſe ſpirit -is broken under 
the weight oF his calamities ; who is taken capiive by the enemy, 
is throwm into a dungeon, and loaded with iran - This is the pro- 

TY phet's 
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As I am myſelf a moſt unworthy finner,, you mutt 
not be diſpleaſed, if I eſpouſe the cauſe of ſuch unhap- 
py creatures. Yet, though a friend of ſinners, I am 
no enemy to the righteous. I entirely agree with my 
Theron, that the moſt high GOD neceſlarily loves 
righteouſneſs. Only I want to be informed, cue 
this excellent and lovely quality is to be found ?— Not 
among the Gentiles. They have ſwerved from the 
- dictates of natural conſcience. Not among the Jews. 
They have broke the holy commandment delivered on 
mount Sinai. Not among Chriſtians. For, if GOD 
{ſhould enter into judgment with us, we could not an- 
iwer him one of a thouſand. —In the kingdom of 
Athiopia, or in the country of the Moors, where will 
you find the zative whites ? 

The SAVIOUR of the world, who overlooked 
nothing valuable, not ſo muck as the widow's mite, 
ſaw none among the race of Adam, that were entitled 
to the character of righteous. He who gave himſelf a 
ranſom tor all, makes no application to ſuch perſons *, 
They lay quite beyond the line of his commiſſion. — 
Why? Becauſe he had a quarrel with real godlineſs? 
Becaule he ſullenly diſeſteemed perſonal goodneſs ? Or 
was unable to diftingui/h the excellency of inherent 
virtue No verily. But becauſe he knew, that, ami- 
able as theſe qualifications are, they have no exiſtence 
in the human heart; till the finner, reconciled by his, 
death, be ſanctified alſo by his SPIRIT. 

You remember, perhaps, that remarkable anſwer, 
which the Spartans returned to a threatening emba!- 
ſy, ſent by Philip the formidable king of Macedon. 
Nothing could be more conciſe; and, I think, nothing 
was ever more ſpirited and ſignificant. 

Ther. Philip gave them to ynderſtand by his ambaſ- 
ſadors; „ That, if he entered their territories, he 
„% would burn their towns; put the inhabitants to the 


phet's repreſentation ; this is the picture of unconverted ſinners ; 
and to theſe, o theſe CHRIST FESUS is a ranſom, « deli- 
verer, a portion, 

* Matt. ix. 12. Icame not to call the rigbienus, but ſinners to re- 
Fentance. | 


« ſword ; 


r 
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« ſword; and ſpread deſtruction, where-ever he ad- 


« yanced.”— To which inſolent and cruel menace, the 
brave Lacedemonians made no other reply, than—I F. 

Is this the ſtory, to which you reter? 

Aſp. The very ſame.—And when you are ſpeaking 
of human righteouſneſs, as the cauſe of our accept - 
ance with the eternal G O D, I would borrow the lan- 
guage of a Spartan. IF, ſhall be my reply.—//, ſe- 
cluſive of the obedience, and independent on the SPI- 
RIT of CHRIST, you can furniſh yourſelf with 
this endowment ; or, / you can carry your righte- 
ouſneſs to that perfection, which may equal the purity 
of the law, and comport with the majeſty of the LAW- 
GIVER : then truſt in it; let it be the ground of your 
confidence; and ſeek no better foundation. 

But whoever ſhall, in this manner, ſeek for his re 
commendation to the favour of G D; will act like 
the miſtaken countryman in Horace. Who, being un- 
able to ford the river, took up a reſolution to wait, till 
the ſtream was all run by: 


— | at ille 


Labitur, & labetur in omne volubilis 4vum *. 


Ther. Here, I fancy, we muſt take leave of your 
countryman. If he adheres to his reſolution, we ſhall 
find him in the very ſame ſituation, when breakfaſt is 
over; and may reſume our ſubject, juſt where it is diſ- 
continued. ; 


DIALOGUE vn. 
Ther. O me, who have ſpent the greateſt part of 


the winter in t9w2n, theſe ſcenes of the 
country are inexpreſſibly pleaſing. Take, Who will, the 
gilded ſaloon, and the ſilken ſettee; ſo long as 1 can 
ſhelter myſelf under the canopy of ſuch a ſpreading 


* Vain' man, deſiſt : ſuch flatt'ring hopes forego : 
1t jaws, and flews, and will for ever flow. 


beech, 


' forio*, But. we have a band o 
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beech, and uſe one of its coarſe, miſ-ſhapen roots for 


my ſeat. 

'Tis true, we ſee no longer thoſe ſplendid brocade:, 
and elegant toupees, which diſtinguiſh the part and 
the, mall. — But we have, full in our view, a multitude 
of honeſt ruſtics ; purſuing their cheerful labours in 
yonder meadow. Some, mowing the luxuriant herb. 
age. Some, ſpreading it to the ſun, or raiſing it into 
regular cocks. Others, leading their waggons with 
the hay, or clearing the ground with their rakes. "The 
ground, cleared of its ſoft incumbrance, appears trc!h 
and green, like another ſpring. While the exhalations 
of the tedded graſs, floating in the air, give a rural 
perfume to the gale. —And which, my Aſpaſio, which 
are the moſt valuable objects? The tle labourers of 
the hive, that enrich themſelves and regale their maſ- 
ters? Or the gay flutterers of the garden, whoſe whole 
life is nothing but ſport ;. and their higheſt character 
is, to be inſignificantly pretty? 

Aſp. I underſtand you, Theron, and have the fati:- 
faction to agree with you.—In this retirement, we hear 


none of the wanton and corrupting airs of the ofera ; 


no, nor the majeſtic and 9 melody of the ra- 

muſic, ſtationed in 
the grove; and a concert of native harmony, war- 
bling from the boughs. We are entertained with the 
muſic, which charmed the human ear, long before 
Jabal + found out his inſtruments ; and thouſands ct 
years before Handel compoſed his notes.— The bull 
finch, and a multitude of little tuneful throats, ſtrike 
the key. The thruſh below, and the ſky-lark reſpon- 
_ five from above, diver and exalt the ſtrain. The 
black- bird, ſomewhat like the ſolemn organ, with notes 


* Mijeftic and ennobiing.—This; I think, is the true character, 
and expreſſes the real tendency, of the or2/07rio, Nevertheleſs, it 
may not be improper to obſerve ; that if we carry a trifling or 
irreligious ſpirit to the entertainment ; if we-attend to the mulical 
airs, but diſregard thoſedacred truths, which enter into the com- 

ſition ; ſuch a behaviour will be little better than a profanet 51 of 

oly things. I fear, it will be one ſpecies of taking GO D 5 ado» 
rable and glorious name in vain, 

' t Gen; iv. 21. 


perfectly 


— 


* 
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rfectly mellow, and gracetully ſonorous, crowns the 
choir. While the turtle's melancholy voice, and the 
murmuring water's plaintive tone, deepen and complete 
the univerſal ſymphony. 

This muſic conſtituted the firſt ſong of thankſgiving, 
and formed the firlt vocal praiſe, which the All-gract- 
ous CREATOR received, ſrom his new-made world. 
This is neither the parent of effeminacy, nor a pander 
for vice; but refines the affections, even while it amu- 
ſes the imagination. 

Ther. Yes: all the entertainments of nature, are 
calculated to ſecure our innocence, as well as to gra- 
tify our tancy. And what is another very agreeable 
circumſtance, theſe gratifications which afford the ſub- 
limeſt pleaſure, are exhibited gratis, While thoſe, 
which enervate the mind, aud debauch the affections, 
muſt be dearly purchaſed. Every one cannot gain ad- 
mittance into the boxes-or the pit, when tome celebra- 
ted tragedy is brought upon the ſtage. But every one 


may behold the beauteous exhibitions of ſpring, and the 


finiſhed productions of autumn. All may conteraplate 
the machinery of nature, and the wonders of creation. 
Thereby enjoying a far more exquitite amuſement, 
without any of the guilt, or any of the danger. 

The inhabitants of yonder villages, have never be- 
held the ſplendid proceſſion, which ſolemnizes the co- 
ronation of a monarch z nor the gaudy illuminationt, 
which diitinguith the anniverſary of his birth. But 
they ſee, almoſt every morning, a much nobler ſpec- 
tacle diſplayed in the eaſt. They ſee the great r/er of 
the day, or rather the euvoy from day's eternal SQ- - 
VEREIGN, making his entry amidit the ſpaces of 
the ſky.—The heavens are ſtrewed with colours, which 
outvie the pinks and carnations. The graſs is decked 
with dew-drops, and every plant is ſtrung, as it, were, 
with pearls. All around the darkneſs retires, and 
tweet refreſhing gales ariſe. —At length the magnifi- 
cent luminary appears. And what is all the oſtentatious 
pomp of kings? What is all the glitter of the molt brilliant 
courts, compared with his tranſcendent luſtre ?— This 


. IpeQtacle we may behold, without loſs of time, or pre- 


judice 
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judice to health. Nay, we cannot behold it, without 
improving one, and redeeming the other. So beneficial 
are even the pleaſures, which nature yields! So ſer- 
viceable the very diverſions, to which the invites ! 

Aſp. Thus gracious is the Almighty MAKER, in 
the conſtitution of material things. The ſubltantia} 
and the valuable, are open to every one; are acceſſible 
by all. Only the tinſel and the trappings, are the pro- 
perty of a few; the poor prerogative of wealth. 

No leſs gracious is GO D, in the diſpoſal of Hiritu- 
al favours. Theſe, though infinitely more excellent, 
yet are equally free. We are invited to buy them, with. 
out money, and without price. — What do you give for 
the benefits of the riſing ſun, or the delights of this 
rural melody? The caſe is much the ſame, with regard 
to the righteouſneſs by which we are juſtified, and all 
the blellings of ſalvation. | PP 
Ter. This brings to our remembrance the country- 
man, whom we leſt on the banks of the river. And, 
for aught I can ſee, Theron and the ruſtic are pretty 
much upon à footing., The firſt, as far from acce- 
ding to your notions; as the laſt, is from gaining his. 
point. | ap LN 

Aſp. Have you any òbjection, Theron, to theſe gifts 


of nature; becauſe, they are neither purchaſed by 


your money, nor produced by your own toil ? 
Ther. But who can ever expect to obtain pardon, 
and peace, and eternal ſalvation, at ſo cheap a rate? 
It ſeems to be all deluſion, Aſpaſio. 
Aſp. So cheap ! Then you would pay ſomewhat, I 
rceive, by way of price. But give me leave to aſk ; 
t price did you pay to 605 your MAKER, 
for faſhioning you in your mother's woinb? What 
price have you paid to GOD your PRESER- 
VER, for upholding you ever ſince you was born? 
Or what price do you think of paying to GOD the 
ſupreme PROPRIE TO R, for the ground, on which 
you tread; for the air, in which you breathe ; for the 
light, by which you ſee ? Juſt the /ame price mult you 
advance to GO D your SAVIOUR, tor all his juſ- 
ug mea... 2 F 
wy A * Iſai. ly. 1. | 
: Both» 
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Both theſe and mn proceed from the ſame B E- 
NEFACTOR. hey are all abſolutely neceſſary, 
either for the welfare of the body, or the happineſs of 
the ſoul. And they are all vouchſafed on the ſame 
terms; or rather, in the ſame way of ſovereign boun- 
ty. For thus ſaith the prophet ; it going forth, in 
the diſpenſation of the goſpel, is prepared as the morn- 
ing. CHRIST, with all his precious privileges, ſhall 
come unto us as the rain*.—As freely, as the light 
ſhines, or the ſhowers fall. However, if you are 
acquainted with a different, or a better way, be ſo 
good as to communicate your knowledge. 

Ther. Some, you may obſerve, expect ſalvation, on 
account of their inofferfeve behaviour. They live 
peaceably. They do no harm to their neighbours. 
They are guilty of no groſs offence againſt GOD. 
And why ſhould they not hope to obtain his favour ?— 
They apprehend, the prophet Samuel eſtabliſhes their 
hope, when he makes this ſolemn appeal; Whoſe aſs 
have I talen? Whoſe ox have I taten? Or whom have I 
defrauded + ?—-Nay, they imagine, that our LORD 


himſelf has authorized their expectation, by giving this 


character of Nathaniel; Au Iſraelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile . -A freedom from outward injuſtice and 
inward hypocriſy, is all the qualification applauded in 
the one cate, avowed in the other. 

- Aſp. This negative goodneſs (if it deſerves to be 
called goodneſs) was a plea for the empty Phariſee.— 
But none, I preſume, would chuſe to be aſſociated 
with ſuch a companion, either in character here, or in 
condition hereafter. 

Samuel, in the place you mention, is vindicating 
himſelf, only to his /#{{ow-creatures, and only in the 
capacity of a magiſtrate. He ſpeaks not of his juſtifi- 


cation before the JUDGE of quick and dead. 


This, he well knew, muſt be derived from another. 
ſource, and muſt reſt upon a firmer bottom. 

The Iſraelite without guile, was a perſon, who not 
only abſtained from every ſin, but performed every du- 


* Hof. vi. 3. + 1 Sam, xii. 3. } John i. 47. 


ty; 
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ty ; and without any vu’ neglect of the one, or any 
allowed indulgence of the other. This inſtance, there - 
fore, will by no means prove the ſufficiency of your 
negative righteouſneſs; which ſeems ta have juſt the 
fame degree of excellency; as a fountain that never iſ- 
ſues * water, or as à cloud that never deſcends in 
3 

Dyer. In this particular, Aſpaſio, your ſentiments 
are mine. But I would add morality to civility ; the 
virtuous to the inoffenſive converſation. And if we not 
only ceaſe to do evil, but learn to do well; if we uſe 
temperance, exerciſe charity, and keep all the com- 
mandments to the be/7 of cur: power, is not this a ſuffi- 
cient foundation for our hope ? 

Aſp. Yes, Theron, if, as you add morality to your 
eivikty, you add perfection to both; otherwite you mult 
be ranked, not among the claimants, but among the 
delinquents. You have no title to a reward, but ſtand 
in need of 

It is a principle of juſtice, founded an the unaltera- 
ble conſtitution of things, that the debtor be acquitted, 
where he has paid the debt. But ſuppoſing him, inſtead 
of gold to bring iron; inſtead of talents to return pence; 
inſtead of defraying, to increaſe the ſcore daily; can he 
then expect, or legally claim a diſcharge ? 

With reſpe& to ſuch an obedience, we may paſs our 
verdict in the figurative, but very expreſſive language 
of Iſaiah, The bed is ſhorter, than that a man can 
Stretch-bimfelf ow it; and the covering narrower, than that 
locum wrap bimfelf in it e It can neither give reſt to 
the alarmed” conſcience, nor afford protection to the 
fun? foul. If we have nothing better to plead, we 

not be able to lift up our heads in the laſt deciſive 
judgment, but muſ# enter into the rock, and hide ourſelves 
in the du for” fear of the LOR D, and for the glory of 
his Majeſty rt. . 3 5 

Ther. We vill go a ſtep farther, and take in the ex- 
ereiſe of devotion; We will read GO D's word, pray 
to his Divine MAJESTY, and regularly attend on 


Vel hra que reticet, vel qui non tenditur arcus. 
1 Itai, XXViii, 20. 1 Ifai.ii. 10. 


CLAUDIAN. 


his 
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his public worſhip.—-Here now are ſocial accompliſli- 
ments, and moral virtues, completed by the perform- 
ance of religious duties. 

- Aſp. Completed. fear that expreſſion will ſcarcely 
abide the teſt of a fingle query. Have you then per- 
formed all your duties with that ardent love of GO D, 
and undivided view to his glory ? with that adoring 
gratitude to the bleſſed JE 8 US, and that child-like 
dependence on his SPIRIT? which the nature of 


things requires, and the ſcriptures of truth enjoin ?— 


If not, your duties, be they moral, or religious, or 
both, are far from being complete. Nay, they are ut- 
terly defective, and for that reaſon abſolutely inſufficient 
for your juſtification. They are clipped or ſophiſticated 
coin. And will that be current in the world of glory ? 
Ther. Allowing them to be defective, they are at 
leaſt fncere ; and though not free from all alloy, yet it 
they bear the image and ſuperſeription of integrity, 
why ſhould they be rejected as reprobate filver * 3? 
Why ſhould they not obtain the currency you men- 
tion ? 1 . 2-44: b 
Aſp. Alas!“ —ſays a judicious and admired writer 
* the imperfections of our belt ſervices daily forfert. 
the bleſſings of time. How impoſſible then is it, that 
„% the ſincerity of them, amidſt ſo many frailties and 
defects, ſhould purchaſe the glories of eternity !- 
Ther. Be your writer ever fo judicious, Lan con- 
front him with others, equally capable of judging, and 
diametrically oppoſite in opinion. What ſays that wiſe 
and brave man, the ſucceſſor of Moſes, and generalu- 
ſimo of the armies of Iſrael ? Joſhua, I am-fure, de- 
clares himſelf on my fide. Fear the LORD, and ferve 
him in fincerity t, is his laſt ſolemn charge to the peo- 
ple.—Even the great apoſtle, on a review of his mini- 
ſtry, makes it matter of ſelf-gratulation, that he had bir 
converſation in godly fincerity t. 8 
Aſp. Vou have quoted the charge delivered by the 
ſervant, be pleaſed to recollect the proteſtation made by 
the maſter; Not for thy righteouſneſs, ſays Moſes, or 


for the uprightneſs of thy heart, deft thou go to paſſeſs their 


fer. vi. 30. 4 Joſh. xxiv. 14. 42 Cor. i. 12. 
Vor. I, | land. 
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land t. Even an earthly Canaan was not given to the 
Iiraelites, as the reward of their own, either outward 
obedience, or inward ſincerity: much leſs can we ex- 
pect the kingdom of immortality on account of any up. 
rightneſs of our intentions, or picty of our actions. 
However, as the doctrine of ſincerity is the favourite 
and the faſhionable tenet, I will conform a little to the 
taſte in vogue. You ſhall have no reaſon to complain, 
that I am either a Cynic or a Stoic . Let it ſufhce us 
to be ſincere: Only let us refer ourſelves to the apoſtle 
for a deſcription of this darling qualification; That ye 
may be ſincere, being filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
auhich are by JESUS CHRIST wnts the praije aud 
glory of God 9. 

Here are three properties of acceptable ſincerity.— 
It muſt bear fruits, the fruits of righteouſneſs ; and bear 
them abundantly, ſo that we may be ved with them, 
— The branch and the fruits muſt derive, that its vi- 
26ur, Zheſe their flavour, and both of them their very 
deing, trom- the all-ſupporting, all- ſupplying root, 
CHRIST JESU S.— | hen, inſtead of terminating 
in ſelf· juſtiication, they muſt redound to the honour ot 
GOD. U is not ſaid, Theſe ſhall 7% you, but 
theſe ſhall glorz your FATHER which is in hea - 
den. 0 | 

This kind of fincerity can never be too highly eſteem- 
ed, nor too zealouſly encouraged, But this, you will 

obſerve, flows from the grace of CHRIST), and iſ- 
ſues in the glory of GOD; therefore does but very 
poorly-atteſt, either the ſufficiency of human ability to 
perform good works, or the ſufficiency of human works 
to win the prize of our high calling. r 

Ther. Do you then exclude all works? Will you 
make a mere nothing both of our moral endowments, 
and of your evangelical obedience ? 

Aſp. They are excluded, both the one and the other, 
from all ſhare in juſtifying us; yet not by me, but by 
an authority, to which there can be no objection, from 


5 0 2 . } ut ix, * . | 
1 The Gene had no complalſance; the Stoic was quite inflex- 
ible. 


$ Phil. i. 10, 11. . ; 
"1/943 which 
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which there lies no appeal. Speaking of ſalvation, thus 
faith the wiſdom of GOD, Mot of works 

Ther. Works of the ceremonial law, I ſuppoſe. Theſe, 
we all acknowledge, are under the Chriſtian diſpenſa - 
tion as a bond cancelled, or as an act repealed. But 
ſure you will aſſign a better office, ſure you wil allow 
4 nobler character, to that courſe of obedience, which 
proceeds upon the obligations of morality, nay more, 
is regulated by the commands of CHRIST.» 


Aſp. St. Paul will allow it no ſuch office as that for 


which my Theron is pleading. Ye are ſaved, ſays the 
apoſtle. Ye are delivered from wrath, reconciled to 
GOD, and made heirs of his kingdom, — How"? .23y 
grace, through faith *. Grace, hke a magnificent love» 
reign, from the riches of his own bounty, and without 
any reſpect to human worthineſs, confers the glorious 
gilt. Faith, like an indigent petitioner, with an empty 

d, and without any pretence to perſonal n re- 
ceiver the heavenly bleſſing. 

Both grace and faith ſtand in direct n to 
works ; ; all works whatever; whether they be works of 
the law, or works of the goſpel z- exerciſes of: the heart, 
or actions of the life; racy in a ſtate of natufe, or! done 
under the influences of the 8 PIRIT : they are all, 
and every of them, equally ſet aſide in this great affair. 

Ther. Whence does it appear, that the hill of exclu- 
fion i is thus extenſive, or rather quite #zlimited ? 

Aſp. From the reaſon aligned, 2 am he, ben 
ſug eſted. I 

rom the reaſon algned-—Far « e are lr 8 
ſhip.” We believers. Of ſuch perſons, and of their obe- 
dience, the apoſtle is ſpeaking. Created in CHRIS 7 
Fa SUS unto good works.) We are regenerated, and 

33 enlivened, not becanſe we have performed 

„but that we may perform them not with any 
then — being juſtified. by them, but only #44t we may 
wall iu them, till we receive the end of our a even 
the ſalvation of our ſouls. 


From the caution faggeſted— Zeh any man | ould 


beaſt : That all pretence of glorying may be cut off 


* Eph. i. 8. .4 8. - 
U z from 


A 


* 
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from man; cut off from Gentile, from Jew, from 
- Chriſtian, without any exception, or any difference ; 
which could not be effected, if either moral virtues, or 
Motaic ceremonies, or evangelical duties, were admit- 
ted to bear a — in juſtifying finners,—Left any man 
faul boaft « That the whole honour of obtaining ſalva- 
tion may be appropriated. to HIM, who % not Ji. 
face, from ſhame and ſpitting. And is HE not worthy, 
infinitely worthy, to receive this unrivalled honour, as 
a recompence for his unparalleled humiliation ? 

| Ther. All our good works, we allow, are recom- 
mended by CHRIS T. They prevail for our juſtifi- 
cation only _ h his merits : So that we ſtill depend 
upon the REDEEMER, and by this means pay 
him the higheſt honour, 

Aſp. Depend upon the REDEEMER! No, my 
dear friend. You act like the perſons deſcribed by 
Iſaiaͤh, He will eat our own bread, and wear our own 
apparel, only let us be called by thy name * : Whereas 
nich addreſſes itſelf to CH RIS. in the very reverſe 
of this language, Thou haſt clothing, be thou our ruler, 
and let this ruin be under — rus 4 Tis thine, tis 
thine alone, to retrieve our deſperate affairs, and con- 
ow us righteous before GOD. 


In te teta domus pes inclinata recumbit. 


Depend upon the REDEEMER! No: You rely 
"9 your own, pious acts, and moral qualifications. 
_ "They, they are your grand recommendation; while the 

office, conſigned over to the Divine JESUS, is no- 
thing more, than to be 188 it were) Maſter of the cere- 
"onies.,, He bas the credit of introducing your fine ac- 
compliſhments with a kind of graceful air.—But is this 
an office ſuited to his incomparable dignity ? Was it fon 

this, that he bowed the heavens, 4. partook of _ 
nature? Was it for his, that he "RA; ſubje& to the 
law, and obedient unto. death? ? Only for this, that he 
might uſher in our own endowments with a plume and 

a icarf ?—Surely, Theron, you can never entertain 
ſuch low thoughts of the incarnate GOD, and his 
mediatorial undertakivg. 


® Ia. iv. 2. + Ifai, 1. 6; 


Ther. 
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Ther. Neither can I entertain ſuch /w and vilihing 
thoughts of our own virtuous attainments. They dit- 
tmguith perſons of eminence and worth from the ſordid 
wretch, and execrable villain, juſt as the noble faculty 
of reaſon diſtinguiſhes the man from the brute. | 
Aſp. To deny good works the merir of jultifying us, 
is very different from vilifying them. Yor are going 
to build a new houfe, "Theron. Pray, do you intend 
to hew your timber from the flimſy tendrils of the vine? 
Der. No, certainly “. | 
Aſp. Becauſe you don't think thoſe feeble ſhoots 
proper to form the beams, and ſupport the roof, ot 
your intended edifice, do you theretore u 17 them, de- 
preciate them, or diſallow their uſefulneſs By no 
means,——They may beautify ybur walls with their or- 
uamental ſpread, and enrich your deſſert, with their 
delicious fruit. This is an office, ſuitable to the nature 
of the plant; and from this it receives ſufficient eſtima- 
tion, without pretending to the honours of the oak. 
Virtuous attamments, I own, are a conſiderable diſ- 
tinction in the preſent ſtate of things; and, what is a 
higher encomium, ( thall now out- ſnoot you in your 
own bow), they will diſtinguith+ the true believer from 
the hypocritical profeſſor even at the great tribunak—— 
But let them be content with their province, and not 
mtrude upon the SA.V LO U R's prerogative, To effect 
juſtification, be #ir ; to diſcriminate the juſtiſied, theirs.. 
Neither let them elate their poſſeſſors with a vain con- 
ceit of themſelves; who, though they were meek as Mo- 
ſes, holy as Samuel, and wiſe as Daniel, muſt confide in 
nothing but the boundleſs mercies of the EO RD, muſt 
plead nothing but the infinite merits of his CHRIST. 
This is the theology beth of the Pfalmiſt and of St. 
Paul. They derive the bleſfedneſs, promiſed in ſerip- 
ture, not from the ſhallow ſtream of human accom-' 
pliſhments, but from the incxhaultible ocean of divine 
grace. Bleſſed is he, who worketh righteouſneſs, and 
abſtaineth from ſin, that he may be juſtified No ſuch 


No, certaialyj. Perhaps it may be worth our while to obſerve, 
that this is the meaning of a very ob/olete expreſſion, Which occurs ' 
in our tranſlation of (vr 0:0) Luke xvii. 9. 1 trow 6 


* U 3 thing 
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thing is affirmed. But—blefſed is he whoſe unrighte- 
ouſnefſes are forgiven, and whoſe ſms are covered *. 
her. Will Aſpaſio then, like many of our modern 
diſputants, mutilate the holy word? Induſtrivaily dil-- 
play, what ſeems to ſtrengthen his argument; but art- 
fully ſecrete, what tends to overthrow his ſcheme ? How 
could you forget, or why ſhould you ſuppreſs the fol- 
lowing clauſe? And in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile.— 
Was you afraid it would demolith your opinion; and 
point out an wpright, honeſt mind, as the cauſe of this 
bleſſedneſs? . 
Aſp. Far was I, my dear Theron, from any ſuch 
oundleſs apprehenſions; and equally far from all ſuch 
Laſory deſigus. Shall I talk deceitfully for GOD? 
His ſacred cauſe can never need it; and his exalted 
Majeſty infinitely diſdains it. No: I will condemn 
my tongue to eternal ſilence, rather than ſpeak a ſyl- 
lable, either to conceal, oridiſpuiſe the truth. 
Mioſt readily we will admit the ſentence you mention: 
In whoſe ſpirit there is ng guite. It is evident from the 
context, that theſe words are not deſcriptrve of an un- 
blameable perſon, in whoſe heart and converſation 
there is no iniquity; but of a penitent ſinner, whoſe 
mouth freely confefer the iniquity of them both. Con- 
teſſes without any reſerve, or the leaſt attempt to pal- 
late. Which, inſtead of invalidating, corroborates my 
argument. Since, according to your own allegation, 
the higbeſt merit conſiſts, in a free acknowledgment of 
in, or a total renunciation of all worthineſs. ' 
Ther. When we add confeſſion, and join repentance, 
to all our other works. When we lament our deficien- 
cies, and implore forgiveneſs. Surely, this muſt be a- 
vailable with a merciful GOD, and cannot but enti- 
tle us to the happineſs of heaven. a 
Aſp. How ſtrange does it ſound, at leaſt in my ears, 
for poor, miſerable, guilty creatures, to talk of enti- 
ting themſelves to the happineſs of heaven, by any deeds 
of their own! When it is owing wholly to GO D's 
rich forbearing mercy, that they have not, long ago, 
been tranſmitted to hell: owing wholly to GOD's free 


* Pal uk 1. Row. iv. 7. 1 Job xiii. 7. 
preventing 


- 
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nting grace, that they are, at any time, enabled to 
think a good thought. 8 
But not to enlarge upon this conſideration.— I would 
aſk, whether thoſe penitential exerciſes were attended 
with. a hearty deteſtation of fin, and an utter abhor- 
rence of the ſinner:— If they were; you weuld then 
renounce yourſelf univerſally. You would never think 
of placing the leaſt dependence on any thing of your 
own; nay, you would even /othe yourſelf in your own 
fight *.—If they were not; then your very repentance 
falls ſhort, and is to be repented of. It is as if ang came 
to the preſi-fat, to draw out fifty veſſels, aud there were 
but twenty f. It is, if I may continue the prophet's 
metaphor, the ſcant meaſure; which, in this your ſpiri- 
tual traffic, as well as in the affairs of ſecular commerce, 
ts abominable 4. 
Or, ſhould your repentance be without a failure, and 
without a flaw; I muſt ſtill ſay to my friend, as our 
LORD replied to the young ruler ; One thing thor 
lackeſi. In all theſe acts of humiliation, you have only 
taken ſhame to yourſelf, Whereas, a righteouſneſs is 
wanting, which may magnify the law, and make it ho- 
nourable.— Should GOD, without iuſiſting upon this, 
pardon and reward, he would not act according to his 
glorious character; nor be, at once, a j GOD, and 
a SAILOR And it you can find this righte-- 
ouſneſs, either in the depth, or in the height above; in any 
_ perion or any object, fave only in the obedience and 
death of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, I retrat © 
whatever I have advanced. 2k 
Ther. A preacher, and an author, have lately aſ- 
. ſured us; that we are to be «accepted of GOD, and 
« ſaved by our own obedience.” —Another has told us, 
« That a Chriſtian may ſecure to himſelf everlaſting 
«© happineſs by his own obedience.” —If theſe things 
are true, I need not ſcruple to repeat my aſſertion, and 
adhere to my opinion; that our own duties, eſpecially 
when accompanied with repentance, are a real and pro- 
ger foundation tor life eternal. | 


® Ezek., xxxvi. 31, + Hag. i. 16. Mic. vi. 10. 
i Iai. xlv. Al. p 1 . 


Ab. 


2356 THERON aw» ASPASIO. Dial. 7. 


Aſp. If theſe things are true, the apoſtle Paul was 
under a great miſtake? when, treating of CHRIST 
and his merits, he ventured to aitlert; Other founda- 
taon can no man lay, ſave that which is laid, even YE. 
SUS CHRIST*. And the apoſtle Peter (to ſpeak 
in the ſofteſt terms) forgot what he was about, when 
he ſo confidently averred; There is no ather name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby aue muſt be ſaved. — 
But the real truth is, ſuch preachers and ſuch authors 
darken, if not extinguiſh, the grace of CHRIS T. 
And we are as much obliged to them, for their ſervice ; 
as if they had attempted to ſow up the vel, that was 
rent in twain; and to {hut the Holy of Holies, which 
was opened by our REDEEMER's death. 

Ther. If you will not credit either of our modern 
preachers, I can produce a deciſion, made by one of 
the moſt ancient and authoritative ſynods ; Then hath 
GOD alſo to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life f. 
—Repentanee unto life, is Heir unanimous voice, and 
my unexceptionable voucher. | 
Aſp. I can eaſily gueſs the aſſembly to which you 
refer. But I can hardly grant it the venerable name 
of a ſynod. It conſiſted of ſome Fudaizing converts, 
they that were of the circumciſion. ho adhered, with 
a tenacious and bigotted zeal, to the Moſaic rites. —- 
However, though | might ſeruple my Theron's appel- 
lation, I readily acquieſce in their determination. | 

It is not ſaid, thoſe Gentiles were penitent, and Here- 
fore GOD granted them life. This ſhould have been 
the language of the aſſembly, in order to eſtabliſh my 
friend's way of thinking. On the. contrary, they were 
dead in fin, GOD, of his free goodneſs, granted them 
repentance. Which is both the beginning, and the 
ſubſtantial part of frue life: even of that life, which is 
founded on juſtification; is carried on by ſanctification, 
and completed in glory. 

I would farther obſerve, that repentance is a turning 
of the heart. And, when it is repentance unto life, it 
is a turning of the heart from every other object, to 
the great and ſole fountain of good, CHRIST JESUS. 


* 1 Cor. ii. 11. + Adds xi, 18. Accs xix. 4. 
| Were 
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Were men ſlaves to ſenſuality? When they repent, 
they are turned to CHRIST, for refined deſires and 
heavenly atfections. Were they wont to confide in them- 
ſelves, and their own works? As ſoon as they truly re- 
pent, they turn to CHRIST tor a better righteouſ- 
neſs; and, thereby, for everlaſting acceptance with 
GOD.—In ſhort; they turn from every falſe confi- 
dence, as well as from every evil way. Athur ſhall not 
fave us, is their fixed reſolution, They look, not to 
their own tears or humiliation ; not to their own duties 
or _” but they lool for the mercy of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, untso eternal life“. | 

Ther. Suppoſe, it ſhould be wrong, to expect ſuch a 
vaſt reward, as the inconceivable glories of heaven, on 
account of our own duties: yet, to ſet them wholly a- 
fide z to allow them 20 influence at all; not ſo much as 
the /ca/t co-gperation, in turning the ſcale ; this is an 
exceſs on the other hand. If the former is preſumption, 
the latter is ſanaticiſin. 

Aſp. When Lord B-—n was ſhewn a famous qua- 
drangle in Oxtord, viewing one ſide, he cried out with 
_ rapture; „ Surely, I am in Italy. All is fo graceful 
and date!“ Viewing the other fide, he acknow- 
ledged with regret ; “ I am certainly in England. All 
« is ſo coarſe and heavy! When I ſee the New Tei- 
tament in every one's hand, and read the articles of 
our public faith, I am ready to fancy myſelf in one of 
the pure reformed Churches. But when I hear the diſ- 
courſe of ſerious people, and examine their ſentiments, 
I am forced to confeſs my miſtake. I cannot but ima» 
Sine, that I am among the backſliding churches of Ga- 

tia, | 

Ther. Why among the churches of Galatia ? | 

Aſp.. Becanſe they, like the generality of modern 
Chriſtians, conſidered the work and righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, as too weak or ſcanty a bottom, whereon 
to ſtand before GOD. They ſuſpected it, as a man 
would ſuſpe& the propoſal, to venture himſelt on the 
waves of the ocean, in a baſket of ruſhes. They could 
not bear to think, that all their duties, ſervices, and 


* Jude 21. 


perfar- 
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performances of the law, ſhould be utterly ſet at nought. 
Should have no influence at all, in turning the ſcale— 

But does the Apoſtle approve their /aying ? No; he de- 
clares, this their way way their folly. 

You are pleaſed to mention /anaticiſm. A word, 
which I do not thoroughly underſtand. Neither is it 
of much ſignificancy, to enter upon the diſquiſition of 
an obnoxious term. I would only maintain; that, on 
us unworthy ſinners, whatever is beſtowed by the righ- 
teous GOD; is beſtowed, not as a debt“ to our works, 
but as the donation of pure grace. And if this be fa- 
naticiſm, I plead guilty to the charge. I glory in my 
ſhame. | i a 

Ther. I think, it is ſufficiently of grace; if we ac- 
knowledge good works, to be wrought by the aſſiſtance 
of the divine SPIRIT; and then admitted, together 
with our SAVIOUR's merits, as a recommenda- 
tion to the divine favour. 

Aſp. The Phariſee could make his acknowlegements, 
for the divine aſſiſtance. GOD, I thank thee, was his 
language. Yet, this did not exempt him from the 
charge of pride, nor ſecure him from the fin of bo. 
.— Beſides; if good works are wrought by the opera- 
tion of the divine SPIRIT), they draw a bill upon 

dur gratitude, not upon the bank of heaven. They 
render us the obliged, not the deſerving party. To 
think or teach otherwiſe, is arrant Popery t, however 
it may lurk under a veil of Proteſtantiſm. 

« You bring to my mind a memorable ſtory. —Two 
perſons were travelling together, in the deſerts of Ara- 
bia. The one utterly unarmed ; the other wore a ſword, 
and carried a muſket. As the place was exceedingly 


dangerous, the latter, ſolicitous for the ſafety of his 


* Beſtowed as a debt, is, I muſt allow, ſomewhat like | jargon. 

But, perhaps, Jargon and iaconſiſtency may not be without their pro- 

Priety in this place; as they tend to ſhew the genius of hot doctrine 

which would connect ſuch coutradictory ideas. 8 rs 

+ Good works, fays a champion for the Church of Rome, are \ 

mercatura regni celeſtis, the price we pay, or the commodity we bars 

ter, for the kingdom ef heaven, — Another zealot of the ſame com- 

munion declares; cœlum gra'is non accipiam, 7! ſhall never be ſaid, 

that I receive eternal life, merely as a matter of alms.—$0 ſpeaks he. 

But, bleſſed be GOD, we have not fo learned CHRIST, 


compa- : 


\ 
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companion, makes him a preſent of his fire-arms.— 
Which was no ſooner done, than a lion eſpies them, and 
advances fiercely towards them. The foremoſt diſchar- 
ges his piece, and wounds their horrid aggreſſor, I he 
wound, neither killing, nor diſabling, only enrages the 
monſer. He ſeizes the unfortunate markſman, and is 
upon the point to tear him limb from limb. His fel- 
low-traveller flies to his ſuccour ; ſnatches up the car- 
bine, which dropt from the other's hand; and fells the 
ravenous beaſt to the ground. Then, drawing his 
ſword, ſtabs him to the heart, and reſcues his Fiend. 
The lion thus ſlain, they take off the ſkin. Which, 
he who flew the lordly ſavage, claims as his own. No, 
&« ſays his grateful friend, as you did part of the exe- 
&« cution with my weapon, I infilt upon half of the 
« ſhaggy ſpoil. I expect ſatisfaction likewiſe for the 
« loſs of my piece, which you broke in the encounter.“ 
Jo obtain both, he commences a law- ſuit againſt that 
enerous aſſociate, who not only gave him the weapon, 
bar ſaved the proſecutor from the very jaws of deſtruc- 
tion. | vv 
Ther. Truly, if I had been judge, I ſhould, withont 
any heſitation, have determined ſuch a cauſe. Inſtead 
of coſts and damages for my plaintiff, I ſhould have 
tranſmitted the diſingenuous, ſhameleſs wretch to the 
illory. 18 | | 
: Aſp. ] believe, all the world would applaud your ſen- 
tence, —Only be pleaſed to remember, that the proce- 
dure, on which you ſo juſtly animadvert, is the very 
picture of our exceſſive unreaſonableneſs; if we preſume 
to write ourſelves creditors, and the divine BEING 
debtor; becauſe, he has delivered us from the bondage 
of corruption, and enabled us to perform the duties of 
godlineſs *. "8. | | 
Theron pauſed; as ſomewhat ſtruck by thè repreſen- 
tation. After a ſhort interval, Aſpaſio reſumed the 
diſcourſe. | | | 
Believe me, my dear friend, falvation, both in the 
root and all its branches, is entirely of grace. Or 


ad Eee non Tas Eg, Alete nes R” Af Tus 
elſe 


eribua;. Chryſoſt. 
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elſe believe me, for the many cogent teſtimonies of 
ſcripture; * which moſt circumſtantially aſcertain this 
fundamental truth. - © © 

Ther. Pray, let me aſk, what is the exact meaning 
e a nr IS » 

© Aſp. The firſt and principal meaning, that which J 


Have all along had my eye upon, in our preſent confe- 


rence, is, the favour and lindneſt of GOD; infiaitely 
rich, and infinitely free; entirely detached from all 
ſuppoſition of human worth, and abſolutely independ- 
ent on any ſuch thing, as human goodneſs. —This is 
the great origin and baſis of our falvation. Not like a 
fringe of gold, bordering the . not like an em- 
broidery of gold, decorating the robe; but like the mer- 
cy-ſeat of the ancient tabernacle, which was gold pure 
gold—all gold throughout. wat. | 
Election is of grace: Having predeſtinated us unto the 
adoption of children, not on account of human worthi- 
neſs, but according to the good pleaſure of bir vill E- 
qually gratuitous is our eſſectual vocation: GOD bath 
called us with an holy talling, not according to our works, 
Jut according to his purpoſe and grace F—Paith, with all 
Its precious fruits, is * the ſame cauſe: He help- 
ed them much, who believed through grace f. From hence 


o 


* ſprings juſtification, together with all its attendant pri- 


vileges: Being juſtiſſed freely by his grace l. — This is the 
origin of regeneration, and every living principle of god- 
lineſs: Of bir own will e us with the word of truth g. 
The conſummation of bliſs flows from the ſame all- 


„ Fph. i. f. + 2 Tim. i. f. f Ads xvill. 27. 
Rom. ifi. 24. Awgrar ru cdu xe. One of theſe words 
might ha ve ferved, to convey the Apoſtte's meaning. But, he dou- 
bies his aſſertion; in order to give us the ſulleſt conviction of the 
truth, and to impreſs. us with a ſenſe of ity peculiar importance : 
FareLY, BY HIS GRACE - Is it poſſible to find out a form of 
fpeech,. that ſhould more abſolutely exclude all confideration of our 
own works and obedience? Or that ſhould more emphatically aſcribe 
the whole of our juſtification to free, uninfluenced, ſovereign good- 
neſs ?—To find an expreſſion, more forcible for the purpoſe, will 
puzzle invention itſelf, But hit expreſſion we find uſed, again and 
again, by the ſacred writer, H da gi & xagl li, Rom v. x5. Tns 
Xagiles & vn Twewes, Rom. v. 17. _ ET 

$ Jam, i. 18, 


ſupplying 


. 
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fupplying ſource: T gift of GOD is eternal life * : 
It is, in every reſpect, a gift; not only without, but 
contrary to all deſert of ours. So that the foundation 
is laid in the riches of grace: the ſuperſtructure 1s rear- 
ed by the hand of grace: and when the top-ltone is 
brought forth, when our felicity is completed in the 
kingdom of heaven, the everlaſting 2cclamation will be, 
Grace, Grace unto it + ! | 
This is that glorious goſpel, which human learning 
could never have difcovered ; which carnal reaſon can- 
not underſtand; which the envy of the devil, and the 
pride of man, will always oppoſe. But which, to the 
r convinced finner, is the very perfection of wildom. 
Elteerned, as the joy of his heart ; een as the 
rock of his hopes. | 

Ther. What ſay you to the opinion, which Ourank- 
us ſo ſtrenuouſly maintains? That we are juſtified not 
by the merits of CHRIST #mputed — us, but by 
CHRIST himſelf /armed in our hearts. And Oura- 
nius is none of your proud or carnal people, His wri- 
tings are remarkable for their ſtrict piety, and his life is 
as exemplary as his principles. 

Aſp. You know, Theron, I have nothing to do with 
the perſons of men, but with the truths of the goſpel. 
Ouramius, though eminently devout, may be miſtaken. 
And, it this is his way of thinking, he quite milappre- 
hends the doctrine of grace. 

What is written in the oracles of ſcripture ? The 
LORD. juftifieth the ungodly t. What is implied in 
the maxim of Ouranius? HE juſtifieth the holy, the 
heavenly, the Chriſt-like.— man is jutified by faith ||, 
lays the ſecretary of heaven. He is juſtified by works, 

ſays the pen of Ouranius: only let them be works of a 
ſuperior order; ſuch as are internal, fpiritnal, and 
wrought by the operation of CHRIST on the ſoul. — 
According to this notion, every one is juſtified by his 

on love, his own purity, his own zeal. Whereas, an 
unerring writer has molt ſolemnly declared, That by 


® Rom vi. 23. Xagiome, Which is a more expreſſive word 

than and conveys the idea of free/? favour. k | 
1 Zech. iv 7, | Rom. iv. 5, | Rom. v. x, 

Vor. I. X ONE 
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ONE mars obedience many, many myriads of ſinners, 
even all the redeemed world, hall be made righteous *. 

This notion, | L;think, is /egali/or in its greateſt ſub- 
tity, or higheſt refinement. It diſannuls the merit of 
CHRIST; it vacates all imputatian; and makes our 
ſalvation to conſiſt 0 in the work of ſanctification. 
Againſt which, if you remember, I entered my proteſt, 
in one of our firſt conferences . And now having ven- 
tured to animadvert on the tenets of others, it may rea- 
ſonably be expected, that I ſhould give an account of 
my own faith. I am pardoned; I am accepted be- 
« fore GO D; or in other words, I am juſtified: not 
41 becauſe, CHRIS T has put his-laws into my mind, 
e but ſhed his blood for my fins: not becanſe I my/c// 
«© am enabled to walk in all godly converſation, but 
« becauſe the LORD JESUS has 1 all righ⸗ 
* teouſneſs as my ſurety.” -  - 

Ther. I am ſor neither of the en The mid- 
dle way is moſt eligible. This is what ſound ſenſe ap- 
proves, and the ſacred ſyſtem authorizes. Whoſo. be- 
lieveth on me, ſays our LORD in one place, h not 

perilhy but ſpall haue everlaſting lifet. Bleſſed, adds 
11 E in another, are they, who do his commandments ; 
that they may have à right to the tree of lis; and wt en- 
ter in, through the gates, into the city. 
Conformably to theſe texts of ſeripture, I woeld nei- 
ther reject our REDEEMER's merits, nor repu- 
diate good works. As this ſhady tree, and theſe cool- 
ing breezes, unite their properties, to render our ſitua- 
tion agreeable; ſo thoſe two cauſes, acting in conjunc- 
tion, exalt us to the favour of GO D, and conſtitute 
us heirs of heaven G O D himſelf has joined them. 
And I muſt urge my remonſtrance in our LOR D's 
own words, Wha bat G 0D hath Jeans N let * Man 
put aſunder. 
Ab. Would you chen make impotence arſe a ater 
gutoer with Omnipotence ?—Does this humble the ſin · 
ner? Does this exalt the SAVIOUR?=— No: it is. a 
molt injurious infringement of his mediatorial dignity. 


Rom. v. 19. + See Dialogne IT. page G3. 
luſtead 


3 Jobn iii. 15. I Rey. xxli. 15 
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Inſtead of excluding, it evidently introduces boaſting . 
In conſequence of ſuch a ſcheme, it would be ſaid by 
the inhabitants of the heavenly world; „Thanks to- 
« our bleſſed "REDEEMER for this happineſs! 
«Yer not to him n, but to our own righteouſneſs: 
n | \ en ; 
Can you imagine, that the obedience of CHRIST, 
is i#/ufficient to accomplith our juſtification ? Muſt its ef- 
| ficacy be reinforced by the aeceſſion of our works !— 
And what are theſe works of ours? that vhey ſhou!d 
enhance the value, the immenſe value, of our RE- 
DEEMER's !—Maimed, tarniſhed, wormieaten things. 
Eaten by the worms of ſelf-ſeeking, ſelf-admiring ſelf - 
love: tarnithed' by a thouſand vanities: maimed by ten 
thouſand negligences.— To join 2%, in commutſion,. 
with our divine M ASTER's righteouſneſs,” would 
be infinitely more di/graceful, than to tack the beggar's 
rag on the monarch's robe; would be altogether as 
needleſr,” as to dream of ' augmenting the ſea, by the 
drops of our bucket;'' , ONT Us 297001 
her. Worm-eatey ! What reaſon have you to repre-- 
ent our as of obedience under this fordid and ſiame - 
ful image? e VE 
Aſp. Tant, you could hardly brook this diſpa- 
raging expreſſion. It is ſomewhat like petty treaſon a- 
gainſt the dignity of man. My reaſons I muſt beg leave 
to poſtpone, till ſome other opportunity offers. Then,, 
if you pleaſe, we will give the cauſe a full htaring. 
At preſent, to make amends for this vile ſlander, I 
will ſuppoſe your works to have n defect; nay, to have 
all the perfection, which you yourſelf could wih. 
Will you glory, on this account Vu are too modeſt, 
Lam fure, to avow or patronize ſuch a practice. Vet, 
if we ſay or think, concerning any attainments of our 
own, “ This is the ground, on which I expect to eſcape 
e condemnation, and inherit life; we do, in the moſt 
ofen/rve, though not in the molt explicit manner, glo- 


ry * 
a | Or 9” 
* Omniv cauſa juſtitie & ſalutis eſt materia & objeſtum nauxnri;e, 


Dade Apoſtolos: Nam fi Abraham ex operibus. juſtificatus eſt, ixit- 
„ide X 2. X26 3,462 4 
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Or, will you reckon, that theſe ſervices, becauſe 
faultleſs, are, in any degree, meritorious ? Let us hear 
our LORY's deciſion in the caſe. 'Wher ye bave done 
not ſome only, but a/l thoſe things which are commaniied 
you—And where is. the man, or what is his name, 
who, m any nation « or in any age, has done att that is 
commanded ? 


Fs Where hall 1 find him? An th, tell me — 
Shall I fee ghries beaming from his brow ? © 


Or trace bis foctfteps by t ing flow'r re” 


Vet even in ſuch a cafe, if all this were 8 
what ſhall we ſay? We are no better than unprofitable 
ants : We have done 22 more, than wha? was 
our indiſpenſible duty to dae. And have, on this foot- 

ing, juſt the fame claim ta honours and rewards, as 
the negro ſlave, after the diſpatch of his daily buſineſs, 
has upon the eſtate or the wealth of an American planter. 
"Ther, But what fay you to thoſe paſſages of ſcrip- 
wre, w 5.5 have quoted. You have given them a 
heaping. t. no anſwer, They, I do inſiſt upon it, 
expres! Y. afert a cor operation of => HR IST's merit, 
and of. gur OWN Works, in the buſineſs of ſalvation, By 
which 90: operation, the law and tlie er all are preſer- 
ved. diſiaQ, Each has its proper o allotted, and 

to each its proper honour is aſſigned. 

— Aſp. I ſhould rather ſay; by this your co-operation, 
the law and the goſpel are confounded. Each is diſho- 
noured; nay more, each is deſtroyed. When you min- 
gle a white with a black liquid, what is the reſult? Is 
either of the colours heightened, or either of them pre- 
(ved ?—If any compariſon ſeems low or inadequate, 
ket me borrow an illuſtration from dur great philoſo- 
Newton. He ſomewhere mentions a fine red, 

and a beautiful azure; which, when mixed, produce 
no colo“, at ale The r . glow, 


XAVYn ct, rr A i. e. Whatever i is the end ot N uſ- 
neſs and ſalvation, is 'a real and proper foundation for glorying. 
Therefore the Apoſtle acknowledges, If Abraham: were juſtified by 
works, be. both were to glory, Rom, IV. 2. 
Luke xvi. 10, 


which 
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vrhich each, in a ſtate of ſeparation, poleſſed; are, up- 
an their coalition, loſt. ., Suc':, would be the effect of 
my ſriend's unſeriptural connec..un. ,. 
Unſcriptural! No, replies Theron, It is the very 
language of ſcripture, It is aſſerted in che book of Kc- 
velation; Blefed gre they, that do bis cammanaments.— 
True. But wheretore are they blefſed ?—Becauſe, the 
obedience of faith is attended with a real bleſſedneſs on 
eartb. This man ſhall be bleſſed, in his doing. not far, 
but in his performance oi religious and moral du- 
ties. Becauſe, the obedience of faith demonſtrates our- 
title to eternal blefſedneſs in heaven. It is, though. 
not the purchaſe, yet the evidence of our right to the 
tree of liſe. , [fey ot | gh e 
All this I acknowledge. But where, I beſeech you, 
does the ſcripture, join the obedience of CHRIST 
and the. obedience of man, as mutually conducive to- 
the juſtification of a ſinner ?—The ſcripture utterly di 
avows ſuch a- copartnerthip. It aſſerts, what our ho- 
mily expreſſes; ** Surely, there can be no work of aux 
«© mortal man (be he ever ſo holy) that ſhall be cou- 
« pled in merit with CHRIS-T's: moſt holy act t.“ 
— The ſcripture ſteadily and invariably declares ; that, 
in this greateſt of tranſactions, CHRIST is not an 


acceſſary, but the principal; nay, that he is ALL. Be 


it known unto you, men and brethren, that through this 
Hluitrious and .exalted PERSON ||, is preached unt 


o 


{bt Jam. i. 28. — | i 
1 ＋ EN T4 Tomes avis, IN his doing: How exact is the 
language of ſcripture !' Perfeftly exact, amidit the greateſt fimplici 
ty. It has all the accuracy of logic, wit hout any of its ſubtilty.— 
See another inftaace of the ſame diftinftnefs; on the very ſame ſub- 
ject, Pal. xix. 11. IN keeping of them there I'S (not, for weeping 
the divine commandments;-there ſball be) great reword.—Let us- 
ſtudy and examine the ſacred language; ſiſt its expreſſions, and weigh 
cheir import: So ſtrall we be, as one of its inſpired authors moſt em- 
phatically ſpeaks, I Ira ,αν⁰ recs ang, j; inftrufed, not in 
the groſs only, but u ih the uma preciſion and acctrucys 1 
t Homily on Good - Friday. ih, | | 
I Acts xiü. 38. Through this man. think the word man flats 
tens the period, and diminiſhes che dignity of the ſentiment. It 
mould rather be left in the native and noble ambiguity of the ori- 
Sinal; N vs, through (his perſon." That the reader's imagina- 
rats wel X 3 tion 
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vou the forgivene, fe of fins and by bim all that believe are 
juflified' from-albthings.—<T hrough this PERSON, who, 
without any partner or co-adjutor, purged our fins,— 
By hin; not by him and our works jointly ; but by 
him ſolely 5 no other action, no other agent concurring 
in any degree. This was typified by the high-prielt, 
when, on the folemn day of expiation, he went into 
the tabernacle alone, and made the figurative atonement 
without any aſſociate.—Frem all things by HIM 
they are ants as well: as ſolely juſtified ; freed from 
every charge, whether of omiſſion or commiſſion, and 
rendered, not in part only, but completely acceptable. 


-To HIM we owe 
ALL our deli? rance, and to none but HI MF. 


I hope, therefore, you will no longer confider the 
ſupremely excellent JESUS, as a partial. cauſe of our 
juſtification. What would be the conſequence, if the 
perſon, who is walking by yonder river, ſhould fix one 
p th ITE and place another on the fluid 
ſtream? 
© Ther. He muſt unavoidably fall. | 
- Aſp. And what ſays our unerring inſtructor to thoſe 
; Sondie-minded Galatians, who not believe them - 
ſelves ſaſe and complete in the merits of CHRIST 
alone, but muſt be ſeeking ſome other foundation, on 
which to repoſe 4 ſhare at leaſt of their confidence ? He 
fays; and they are awful words; they call for my 
*Theron's moſt ſerious regard; Te are fallen from 
grace 4. from the truth and purity of free juſtification. 

Let me entreat my friend to beware of this error. I 
think it is the prevailing error of our times, and fo 
much the more . [44485 it is ſomewhat 


tion may eee vows Lent CE and This more 
than mortal, this d vine perſon. 


„4 improper preciſion in in our tranſlation, when the 
r are feptt ſented as crying out, I bat manner of man is this ! 


The Greek is beautifully indeterminate, wolaumos Meg; What man- 
ner of perſoa? Is he a man? or more than a man? The turn of 
thought ſeems to be like that fine compliment in Virgil; 


Nec vox hominem ſouat ; O Dea certt! 
® Levit. xvi. 13. + Mai Tt. Book III. Gal. v. 
wig tad e out ; | ſpecious. 
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ſpecious-——To pour contempt upon the bleſſed ] E- 

S U8, with he libertines and Deiſts, would be ſhock- 
ing to a mind, that retains the leaſt reverence for ſa - 
cred things. Entirely to ſet aſide the meritorious effi- 
cacy of his undertaking, with the Arians and Secinians, 
would be afflictive to a conſcience, that is impreſſed 
with the leaſt ſenſe of ſin: Whereas, to erect our me 
rits on the foundation of CH RIS T's; to be found 
in ur, yet not renounce aur aun righteouſneſs ; this is. 
both plauſible to our reaſon, and g to our vani- 
ty. [his ſeems to honour the Divine 8 AVIO UR. 
even while it gratifies human pride. — But this is an 
egregious falfhood, and cannot ſtand. This is an abo- 
minable idol, and muſt be laid in the duſt. CHRIST, 
like the real mother of the child, will have the whole, 
or none the whole=un/bared—anrivelled—andini- 
ni/hed glory of our ſalvation. b; 

Let me once again entreat my dear Theron to be⸗ 
ware of this error. It is the —— Roman 
hereſy, and the maſter- policy of the Popiſh Machiavi- 
lians f. CHRIST hath merited, that we may; 
merit,“ is their grand maxim, and their grand de- 
luſion. Hence come their pennances and their pilgrima- 
ges; hence the hypocritical mortifications / of dome; and. 
the extravagant auſterities of others: this enriches their 
ſhrines, and fills their eloyſters. And to thoſe ſemina- 
ries of ſuperſtition, let it be baniſhed, let it be conſined. 
— There let them raiſe their ſcaffolding, and try to en. 
large the dimenſion of the ſkies. There let them kindle 
their flambeaus, and attempt to increaſe the luſtre of 
the ſun. When they have effected this cg talk, then 
will we uy toys follow: their ezamplez and adopt: 
their ſyſtem : Then will we alſo think of adding our 
own righteouſneſs, by way of ſupplement to the digni-- 
ty and efficacy—the" tranſcendent” dignity” and mine 
229 11 our LORD'sS. 

ee are Be wholly by our LORD 


* I, Kings ili, 36. 
+ Man cannot make mo FER: ket in part, tor in ie 
whole. To affirm this, is the greateſt arrogancy and preſumption 
that Antichriſt eould ſet up againſt GO D. © Homily on ſalvation, 


Part 2. 3.8 oa AY 116» | *IY 
D rehteonſacks ; 


$0059 7th 1 SILP) 


CATE err rib ho SE IE on or gm eee ra 


n - 
0 * Is 
Mas . * 
Co - 


Ar THERON aw ASPASTO.: Dial. 5. 


righteouſneſs ; if nothing need be added, if nothing can 
be added to its all- comprehending fulneſs,, what will 
become of che generally received opinion — That 
SH RIS T obtained for us only à p2/ibitity af being 
ſaved, or put us into a capacity of acquiring ſalvation. 
- Aſp. It will» be diſcountenanced and overthrown, 
as extremely diſhonourable to the REDEEMER, 
and no leſs uncomfortable to the redeemed. When 
CHRIS T procured our pardon, and recovered our 
title to life, it was all his own doing, all his own ac- 
quiſition: C/ the peofle there nay: naue with him; none 
of xheir works, none of their endeavours, to co-operate 
as à ſubordinate cauſe, under any ſhape, or in any de- 
| whatever. 4 {Ss STIL, VT $79 7 vo win =» 
. Hear his dwn teſtimony; I have finiſhed the work, 
| hire thou 'gaveſt me ta do f. Should you want an ex- 
iat ion of theſe words, I refer you to the comment of. 
an Apoſtle; He, that is, JESUS CHRIST, has obs 
tatned eternal redemption for us}. This was his work, 
and it is fully executed. He has, He nas, obtained 
eefnal redemption: So that nothing remains for ſin- 
ners, but to receive the purchaſed bleſſedneſs, and to 
| Rwe as betomes the redeemed of the LOR D. 
| This truth is written, as with-a ſun-beam, in the 
pages of the goſpel, and ſounds; as with a voice of 
| thunder, in the ſongs of heaven. Salvation to our 
| 60 D, chey ory, that. fotteth upon the throne, and to the. 
| UA MB Thoſe faints in glory aſeribe the whole 
tie woßou of their ſalvation they aſcribe to the grace of 
GOD and toe the blood of the LAM B. 
1 Ther. Have not many of our. moſt learned divines 
| repreſented” faith, obedience, and repentance, as the 
terms of cveptance'? (CHRIS T, according to this ac- 
| 1 count, procwred not the bleſſing it ſelf, but only the 
3 grant of egſfer conditions, on which it may be enjoyed. 
Aſp. What fays that ſublime BEING, who gives 
the moſt learged. divines all. their viſdom? 1% rig ON 8 
ſervant ſhall juſtify many g: Not Pre the way, or adjdit 
the preliminazics, but diſpatch che very buſineſs 5 G, 
" FEY un 
„fai. HRüi. 6. "+ &; gh xvii. 4. 4 3 af Heb. ix. 12. 
Kev. vü. , 2412 #71 143 lui. its, 1241.5 A DOE ECD” 
a d Juftifge 
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ſuftifye— fje—What ſays that infallible author, from whoſg- 


writings all divines ought to derive: their doctrines 2 
CHRIST hath perfedted fir ever them that are ſaucti- 


feu . He has done all that was neceffary for their 


pardon, their peace with G OD, and their everlaſting 
felicity-: otherwiſe he were not a compleat w—_ 
VIOUR:' He would not fave to the uttermiſi t, it, 
executing ſome part only of the grand undertaking, he 
left other parts to be performed by his people. 
The terms of acceptance for fallen and rebellious 
man were, a full ſatisfaction $ to the divine juſtice, and 
a complete conformity to the divine law. Theſe, im- 
practicable by us, were conſigned over to CHRIST. 
By him they were thoroughly accompliſhed, and by, 
this accompliſhment of them he merited for us all bleſ- 
fings. Among others, be merited the gift of faith, the 
grace of repentance, and ability to yield thankful; du- 


tiful, evangelical obedience. ' Theſe therefore. are — 


improperly called the terms, which are really — 
ent parts of our falvation. 

To ſum up all in a word The whole tenour of res 
velation ſhews, that there are but two methods, where-, 
by any of the human race can be juſtified: Either by 
a perfect obedience to the law in heir own perſons, and 
then the reward is of debt ; — or elſe becauſe the 
Surety of a better covenant bas ſatisfied all demands in 
their ſtead, and then the reward is of grace. There is 
no trimming or reconciling expedient. Nou may chuſe 
either of the two; but no third is propoſed or allowed. 
| Ther. Was there not a different 1 of mn 

for the ancient people of GD? 

© ſp. None, "Theron. In the — * primitive in- 
nocency, a perfet? and perſevering obſervance of the dis 
vine np. pry was the condition of ne or c 


9 5 * 


wo Heb. x. 14. \ | Keb. vii. 8. 
| W A full 3 For a proof of this point, ſee Diat. nr 


. * 
3 


24 complete conformity : For the illuſtration of this truth, ſee 
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+ Rom. iv. 4. Paffional debt; founded on the obligation of the 
3 not ſpringing from avy worth in the obedience. ; 
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of life and immortality f. When by the firſt grand 
apoſtacy this condition became impoſſible, a fee par- 
don, and gracious acceptance, through the bleſſed J E- 
SUS, were ſubſtituted in its ſtead: Which economy, 
like a fountain of life, was apened, when G OD pro- 
miſed the Seed of the woman, to bruiſe the ſerpent's head *. 
- —[It ran, like a falntary rivulet, through the artedi!:. 
vian world —Continned its progreſs, and diſpenſed its 
bleſſings, along the patriarchal age—Flowed, in broad- 
er and more numerous ſtreams, under the Maſaic diſ- 
penſation—Is derived down to us, enlarged by the 
coming of CHRIST, and completed by the miniſtry 
of his apo/iles Will be tranſmitted, without any farther 
improvements, to the lateſt poſterity : hencetorward 
mcreafing and extending, not its perfection, but its in- 
fluence only ; which it will never ceaſe to do, till, as 
the fountain is become a river, the river is augmented 
into an ocean, and the knowledge of the LOR D our 
Righteouſneſs fill the earth, as the waters cover the abyſ- 
ſes of the /ea ß. eee eee 
There was, I confeſs, a diverſity in the adminiſtra- 
tion, but no difference in the nature, of the bleſſing. 
FESUS CHRIST, however variouſly manifeſted, 
was the ſame yeſterday, is the fame to-day, will be tbe: 
ſame for ever || ;-as it is the very ſame ſun, which game 
at early dawn, which /ines in the advancing day, and 
glows at height of nooͤn. ſs (66 
My ſimile reminds us of the time, and leaves a moſt 
important dectrine upon our memories. Suppoſe we 
take the admonition, and begin to move home ward. 
Ther. We need be in no hurry, Aſpaſio. My watch. 
tells me, that we have half an hour good. Beſides, I 
have ſomething farther to alledge, and from a very: 
t Aſpaſio makes a diſtinction in this place between ſalvation and 
life eternal. The former is, friftly ſpeaking, a language ſuited to 
the goſpel. The latter is preciſely proper to the law. The cove- 
nant of grace ſays, Believe, and chou ſhalt be ſaved.” The co- 
venant of works ſaid, He that doth them ſhall li ve by them.“ 
Salvation implies a deliverance frum ſome penalty or miſery incur- 
red, and a raoſtatement in ſome blefling or happineſs forfeited ;. 
which are evidently peculiar to the evangelical diſpenſation, and not 
applicable to the (tate of integrity. 
cn. Ai. 3. Ii. i. 9. . Hcb, ain. 3. 
| great 
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great authority, which ſeems directly contrary to your 
Ad. Juſt as you pleaſe, Theron. If you chuſe to 
ſtay, I am all compliance with your inclination ; and, 
would truth permit, I ſhould be all conformity to your 
opinion. e e e „ d e e e ice 
n Ther. You know: who it is that aſks, Mat doth the 
LORD require of thee? And neither of us need be in- 
formed what it is that the prophet replies, Do zuſtice, 
laue mercy, and dual humbly with thy GOD f. Bat F 
want to know what yon think" of this patſage? 
Ap think it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with % 
ſebemei This paffage ineulcates humility. But your 
ſcheme is the very reverſe of that armable virtue. A 
ſelf· juſticiary walking humbly with GOD, is little 
better than a contradiction in term 
The LORD has ſaid, Ze hall be ſaved by grace F. 
Your ſyſtem replies, No, but by our own ſincerity, 
« and our own works,” —Tt is declared in ſcripture; 
that /e gift of GOD i eternal life, It is implied in 
e doctrine, that this happineſs is the wages 
of our own repentance and reformation.—“ My SON 
©: ſhall have all the glory of a ſinner's ſalvation,“ is 
the unalterable decree of the MOST HIGH. '* We 
1 will have a ſhare in the honour,” is the language of 
your opinion. Look how wide, therefore, the eaft is 
from the weſt ! So remote is ſuch a ſtrain of bene th 
trom the practice of walking humbly with onr G QD. 
F417 0002017193; 02 26025; FA 2541 


8 - ' i 14 ee 
Derr 1. 20 +-# 111. - 


31, 19. | Micah vi. 8. 109 14,2185 2643, ah 
+ Eph.4i-s. The ſolicitude of the bleſſed apoſtle, to preſerve 
inviolate the hanours of divine grace, is in this place very eonſpi- 
cuous. He had told the Epheſians, that hey were by nature the chili 
dren of wrath ; worthy of nothing but indignation and vengeance ;— 
That all their privileges and bleſſings came, not from any goodneſs 
of their own, but from a GOD who is rich in mercy :— That they 
were originally dead in treſpaſſes and fins. And what can dead men 
da, eit her to obtain or deſerve Heavenly and immortal happineſs ?— 
Sufficient this, one would imagine, to guard aęainſt the enerbach- 
ments of ſpiri:ua} pride, and all ſelf-glorying whatever, But the 
zealous writer, to cut off both the root ãhd branch of this abomina- 
ble principle, adds in verſe the fifth, By grate, through infinitely 
free favour, ye are ſa ved. To give the utmoſt force to his blow, he 
again inculcates the ſame truth, in the very ſame words; By grace; 
purely, catirely, excluſive of all works;* ate ye ſaved,' ver. 8. 
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_ Ther. But conſider, good Aſpaſio; have I not the 
prophet's authority tor my opinion? Are not his words 
on my!fide? Does he not mention thoſe duties 
of morality and piety, as the appointed method of ob- 
taining the divine favour ? | N en 
Aſp. He mentions, I apprehend, a ſoſicitous ingui- 
% To which ke gives a ſatisfactory .anfaver. Then 
ſubjoins a practical improvement of the hole. The in- 
quiry 4s expreſſed in theſe. words; M bereauithal ſpall I 
tome before the LORD, and bow myſelf before the High 
GOD? Shall 1. come before Him with burnt-offerings., 
r old? Will the LORD be plea- 
fed with thouſands of rams ; with ten thouſands of 
fivers - of oil ? Shall I give my firſt-born for my 


" #raiiſgreſſion, the fruit of m body for the fin of my 


Foul * ? Juſtification is the point in view. How ſhall 
I obtain remiſſion of in; In what manner ſhall my 
tranſpreſſion be expiated ? So that I may appear with 
acceptance before the righteous GOD ? 
To which it is replied ; He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 
evhat -is good for this important purpoſe ; namely, the 
MESSIAH; pointed out by all thy ſacrifices +, 
and defcribed in the preceding chapter. Atonement 
for fin, and peace with GO D, are to be made by a 
better hand, and in a better way, than thou propoſeſt. 
H E, whoſe goings forth have been from of old, from ever- 
; the HIGH- 
and yet the Seed of her that travailethy; HE 
hath undertaken, and will fully execute, this great ot- 
fice. | | | 
And what doth the LORD thy GOD require of 
reep What temper, what conduct, what expreſſions 
le? Who are reconciled 
through the blood of CHRIST, and admitted to 


Mic. vi. 7, 8. k 


I The ceremonial law was to the Jews a real goſpel; which held 


Zlosd, death, and franſtation of guilt, before their eyes continually, 
as the only way of fa vation. Bos rox ' Fourfold State, 
4 Mic. v. 2. $ Mic. v. z. 


the 
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the bleflings e New Covenant. They are to teſ- 


tify their ankfulneſs. for this unſpeakable gift, by the 


alacri iformity, and conſtancy of their obedience. 
By the conſcientious Ye, by ikke of every moral, ſocial, 
and religious duty. Or, b juſtice, loving mer- 


cy, and walking humbly with their GOD. 
If this be a true interpretation of the text, inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing, it overturns your cauſe. —Bur I have 


another objecion to your method, perhaps, more 


wei than fore 
— Pray, let . 


<> with y notions, bat I can bear to have them cen- 
ſured; nor ſo attached to my ſcheme, but I can re- 


ling wiſh it for a better. 

Ih I would illuſtrate my meaning, by a common 
experiment in optics. When objects are viewed in a 
concave ſpoculum, or in the hollow of a poliſhed 1 poon, 
how do they appear? | 

Ther. Inverteg. 

Ag. Such is my friend's ſyſtem of religion. He in- 
verts the order of the goſpel. He turns the beautiful 
building upfd od ond . lays that for the /ounda- 
tion, wich ſhould only be part of the ſuper flrudure.— 
Not ſo the apoſtle Paul.— He, like a wife maſter-build- 
er, places CHRIST as the foundation- ſtone; and 
rears his edifice of practical godlineſs on that all-fup- 
porting ing bafis.—Examine his epiſtle to the Romans. 


ich is unqueſtionably the completeſt model of doc- 


trine, and the nobleſt body of divinity, extant in the 
world. 


HE firſt diſcovers the depravity of our nature, and 


the miſery of our condition. —He, then, diſplays the 
method of our recovery by CHRTST, and 7 bleſ- 


ſings freely vonckiſafed in his goſpel.— After which, 


he delineates the offices of morality, and enforces them 


* Thy'G OD, is the phraſe. Which denotes an intereſt ; im- 
an appropriation 3 and is the peculiar lan anguage of the cove- 
nant. 1 hy GOD ; not made ſo by thy hum 
an act of hit own grace, previous to any obedience of thine.— Ac- 
cording to Theron's principles, the prophet ſhould rather have 
28 walk humbly (aot with thy G O D, but) that He may be thy 


Voi L. I. * : by 


walk ing, but by 


— ——— — 9 — — p — = - 


234 THERON aw» ASPASIO. Dial. 7. 


by the moſt engaging motives. Motives, drawn from 
the free unbounded loving-kindneſs of GOD our S A- 
 VIOUR, and from the rich invaluable benefits of 
bis grace. CHRIST and his privileges are the 
root: from which gratitude” blooms, as the flower; 
godlineſs grows, as the fruit. 

- The ſame order is obſerved by St. Peter, in his ve- 
ry conciſe; but very accurate map, of the way to hea- 
ven. Elect, according to the foreknowledge of GOD 
the FATHER, through ſandification of the SPI. 
RAT, uno obedience; and ſprinkling of the blood of. 
CHRISTy,—Firk, the everlaſting love and electing 
grace of the FAT HER. Who chnſes us, not be- 
cauſe of, but unto obedience.— Then, the enlightening 
inſſuence, and renewing agency of the SPIRIT; 
who teſtifies of C H R i $7. -and applies his death to 
the ſoul, purifying the heart by faith. From whence, 
as from a fountain of living waters, flow true ſanchifca- 
tion, and every act of filial obedience, every kind of real 
holineſs —All which, being partly defective, and part- 
ty polluted, muſt be ſprinkled with the blood of ] E- 
8 08, and made acceptable by his dying oblation, 
Ter. Is this the conftant method, in which the ſa- 
cred writers repreſent the 1 ? Do they 
always obſerve this particular order, in arranging its 
doctrines and its duties? Or, is it not an inſignificant 
circumſtance, which goes #r/, provided we take in 


This, Fthink, is the beſt platform for an evangelical cate- 
chiſm. The rein of man, occaſioned by ſin— His recovery, eſſect- 
& by CHRIS T— His graſiiude, to be expreſied by way of obe- 
dience.— This plan is carried into execution the Palatinate di- 
vines; who have formed upon it, a ſummary af catechetical inſtruc- 
tion; "Than which, I have met with nothing of the kind, more 
clear and ſatis factory; more edifying and animating ; more exactly 
comonant to the benign ſpirit of the „or better calculated 0 
transform the mind into holineſs, and the life into happineſs. — 
This piece the reader may ſee, together with a judicious, and very 
valuable expoſition of it, in the Latin works of Henricus Altin= 
ius, in one volume quarto-. Which, I believe, may be bought 
Ir atrifie,” yet are more precious than gold. 
3 f f 7 1 Pet. i. As 


Ab. 
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Ap. To obſerve this order, I am perſuaded, is no 
inſigniſicant circumitance. It is of great conſequence 
both to our eſtabliſhment, and to our growth in grace. 
Is it a matter of indifference to the archer, whether he 
ſend the point, or the feather of his arrow foremoſt ? 
Can he, in either cate, hit the mark wich equal eaſe, 
and equal certainty? _ 

I believe, you will find, that the ſacred writers, in 
all their evangelical diſcourſes, invariably adhere to this 
order. Nay, it took place even under the a diſ- 
penſation.— When the LORD GOD publithed his 
law from mount Sinai; when He wrote it, with his 
own finger, on tables of ſtone; how did He introduce 
the precepts.? How enforce their obſervance ?—Let us 
attend to the preamble ; which is the language of love, 
and the very ſpirit of the goſpel: I am the LORD 
thy GOD ; who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the houſe of ber:dage *. I have already deli - 
% vered thee, with-a mighty hand, from the moſt ſor- 
« did and inſupportable flavery, I have promiſed 
« thee, for thy poſſeſſion, the delightful country of 
« Canaan; . @ godly. heritage of the hoſts of nations T. 
„ Nay, I myſelf am thy portion; a GOD in cove- 
* nant with thee ; engaged, by an inviolable contract, 
% and with the exertion of all my attributes, to do 
« thee good. There/ore, keep the ſtatutes, the judg- 
ments, and ordinances, which I am now going to 
« eſtabliſh.” Could there be a more winning induce- 
ment, or a more endearing obligation, to obedience ? 
I I might point out the ſame (train, running through 
the exhortations of Moſes,. and the ſongs of David; 
the ſermons of the prophets, and the writings of the 
apoſtles. But this F wave, not through an appre- 
henſion of its difficulty, only from a fear of prolixity. 
However, you will not think me tedious, if I pro- 
duce one more inſtance, from the great maſter of our 
ſchools. For we ourſelves were ſome time fooliſh, diſo- 
bedient, deceived,. ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living 
in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another 1. 
Here, he ſets before us a difmal, but exact picture, of 


® Exod. xx, 2, f Jer. iii. 19, Tit. il. 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, . 
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our depraved and undone condition. Then he pre- 
ſents us with a delightſul view of our redemption, both 
in its gracious cauſe, and precious effects. But, after 
that the kindneſs and love of GOD our SAVIOUR 
toward inan appeared; not by works of righteouſneſs, 
avhich aue have done, hut according to his mercy, He ſaved 
17, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
HOEY GHOST ; which He hath ſhed on us abun- 
danbly, through FESUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR; 
that being juftifled by his grace, ave ſhould be made heirs 
according to the.\hope of eternal life —Having thus pro- 
vided for our” happineſs, he then promotes our holi- 
neſs. This ir 'a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will 
that thou affirm' conſtantly, that they aubo have believed in 
GOD, be careſul to maintain good works : theſe things 
are good and profitable unto men. | 
I make no comment * upon the paſſage ; becauſe I 
hope, you will commit it, as a noble depoſitum, to 
ur memory. Your own diligent meditation, accom- 
panied witk humble prayer, will furniſh out the beſt 


i ®-Perhaps the reader will give me leave, though Aſpaſio has de- 
ned the office, to add à ſhort expoſiuary ſtrictute, upon the moſt 
diſlinxuiſhed parts of this very important paragraph.— I. We bave 
the caufe of our tedemption; vt works of rig bieou ſne, which we 
have lone, but the kindneſs, the love, the mercy of GOD our 
SAVIOUR. To theſe, to thefe alone, every child of man muſt 
s ſeribe, both his fruition of preſent, and his expectation of future 
bleſfkdoeſs. e 43114 * 46. Of 1 . : 

II. The efefts; which are-—juflification ; being juſtified, havi 
our {ins furgiven, and our perſons accepted, through the righteoul- 
neſs of CHRIST impoted. All this, without any the leaſt de- 
ſerving quality in us; ſolely by H grace, and moſt unmerited good» 
neſs.—-Sanfification 5 — by. the waſting of regeneration. 
That:waſhing in the REDEEMER's blood, which cleanſes 
the foul from guilt, as the waſhing of water cleanſes the body from 
filth: Which reconciles to & OD, gives peace of conſcience, and 
thereby lays the foundation of an univerſal ſpiritual change. The 
renewing of the HOLY GHOST, whoſe influences, teſtifying 
of CHRIST, and applying his merits, introduce an improve- 
ment into all the faculties of the mind; ſomewhat ke that annual 
x#novation, and general ſmile, which the return of ſpring diffuſes 
over the face of nature. edna wb CE 
III. The end and. conſummation of all-: that we ſhould be made 
heirs of the heavenly kingdom; and live, now ia the aſſured hope, 
hercafter in the full cnjoyment, of eternal life. 
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expoſition.— Only I would juſt remark, that the apoſtle, 
always conſiſtent, always uniform, marthals his thoughts 
with his uſual exactneſs. Good works are not di/banded ; 
nor yet ſuffered to lead the van; but made-to bring up 
the rear. When he mentions thele fruits of the 8 PI- 
RIT, he mentions them, not lightly, as matters of 
ſmall momem; but earneſtly, as affairs of great im- 
e. It is his deſire and his charge, that all be- 


portanc 
lievers ſhould be careful]; have their hearts upon the 


buſineſs ; ſhould uſe their beſt contrivance, and ex» 
ert their utmoſt endeavours - not barely to practiſe, but 
to maintain} ; to be exemplary, diſtmguifked,. and 


pre-eminent in the exerciſe. of every virtue, — Becaule, . 
this virtue, and theſe works, though not the ground 
of à reconciliation with GOD, are amiable in the 
eyes of all, and þ5n2urable {| to the chriſtian profeſſion. . 


They are alſo a neceſſary ingredient in perſonal happi- 
neſs, and the apparent means of ſocial N. 


he ſame order is obſerved by gt. John, Riv; xiv: r 3; Blat 
are the dead, which die in the LORD ; for they reft. from their la- 
bours, and their works do follow them. Not go before, to open the 
everlaſting doors, ayd give them admittance into the” mar:fions of © 

1 them, when admitted. As the robe, which, 


joy. But they fo/ 
on'e king's corouation-day, flows from his ſhoulders, cannot but 
accompany him, whereſvever he gocs.—It may be” pertinent, on 
the mention of this illuſtration, juſt to hint; that, As it is not the 
robe of ſtate, which makes the king ; ſo neither is it the practice 


of holineſs, whieh*n bes the Chriſtim. An union wth CHRIST. 


an interelt in his merits, and thę in-dwelling preſence of his 8 PI- 
RIT ; theſe, and nothing ſhort of theſe, conſtitute the trac Chriſ- 


tian, Yet, as the royal robe is an attendant on majeſty, and dif- - 
tinguiſhes the monarch'; ſo, practical godlineſs is infeparable front 


faich; and-adorns the believer. —Agrecably to this'*doQrine, Cle 
mens, the apoſtolic father, ſays; Ey refor; ſ his · wel; £07441 * 
bra 0: Nute. They were made Jiao; righteous, by faith in 


CHRIST, they were adorned. m:oreeudaveuer;, they and their faith - 


appeared like themſelycs,-by abounding in every good-work. Clem 
Eb iſt. IL. ad Carus b. 

ſion, wich ſo often occurs in the Old Teſtament, ⁴]˖́—c N] 
ſhall obſerve to do: Ye ſhall be very diligent to fulfil; ye ſhall be v 
ry exatt in performing. | | le 
- Þ Ngaruelas.. If the reader pleaſes, he may ſoe this wert 
more crilically explained, pag. 168. in the note. | 155 

Kane, a b Nas. „ 


Kiiis15 a}, # 1 There 


T_ eee. This is ſomewhat like that emphatical expre?. 


> 
- 
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Ther: This view of the evangelical plan is, I mutt 


- confeſs, new to me; and particularly your ordonnance 


of the epiſtle to the Romans. 

Aſp. If this be new, perhaps what I am going to 
advance may be ſtrange. —We have been talking about 
acceptance with GOD, and debating whether our 
own good works are the cauſe of this ineſtimable bleſ- 
fing. What will you ſay, if we can perform no good 
work; till we are intereſted in CHRIST, and ac- 
cepted by GOD? 

Ther. 'Say That this is foundations.” 

Ab. It is razing the wrong, _ foundation falſcly 
ſo Mea, which 1 certainly deceive as many as make 
it their truſt.— And is it not prudent, when we are 
building for eternity, carefully to examine the ground? 


Is it not friendly to divert a man from the treacherous 


ſand, and lead him to the unſhaken rock : For this 
cauſe I ſaid it once, and for this cauſe I ſay it again, 


that we can perform zo good work, fill we are intereſt- 


| edin CHRIST, and accepted of GOD. 


Y 


Ther. Produce your reaſons, Aſpaſio. And ſtrong 
reaſons they muſt be, which are forcible enough to 
ſupport ſuch an opinion. 

' Aſp. The caſe ſeems to ſpeak for itſelf. How can 2 
man that is evil do works that are good? Would you 
GE to gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſiles ? And 
is not this the character of every child of Adam, till he 
is ingrafted into the true olive-tree But let us hear 
what our unerring TEACHER fays: As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine; uc 
re can ye, perform true obedience, or be endued 


an be more expreſs and full to our purpaſe. But that 
which follows is far more alarming and awful to our 
confciences : Fa man abide not in me, he js caſt forth 
4 a branch, and is withered ; and men gather them, and 


2 true ſincerity, except ye abide in me *. Nothing 


| aft them into the fire, and they are burned,F. — From 


which it appears, that the human heart is never actu- 
ated by good tempers ; that the huntan life can never be 


productive of goed works, until a man is united to 


. a 
a dur, 
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CHRIST; no more than a branch can bear valuable 
fruit, while it continues in a ſtate of ſeparation from 
the tree 1. It appears alſo, that perſons, alienated 
from CHRIST, are, and all their performances too, 
like broker, withered, rotten boughs ; fit tor nothing but 
to be committed to the flames, and conſumed from the 
earth. Both they and their actions, far from being 
meritorious, are, in the eſtimate of Heaven, worth- 
leſs and deſpicably mean. | 

Ther. What! Are all the noble actions, performed 
by the advocates for morality, and lovers of virtue, 
worthleſs in themſelves, and deſpicable before the Su- 
preme BEING? Worthleſs and deſpicable, (grating 
words !) only becauſe they are not attended with the 
peculiarities of your faith? Can the want of this /itt/e 
circumitance change their nature, and turn their gold 
into droſs? 
A. My dear Theron, call not the circumſtance lit- 
tle. It is ſufficient, were your works more ſplendid 
than gold, to debaſe them into tin, into lead, into 
droſs. — When the poor ſhepherd brought you yeſter- 
day morning a preſent of ſome wood-ſtraw-berries z 
bringing them, 4s an humble expreſſion of his gratitude, 
they were kindly received. But, if he had offered 
them as a price for your houſe, or as the purchaſe of 
your eſtate, how ſhould you have regarded them in 
ſuch a connection? No words can expreſs the diſdain 
you would have conceived. When Barnabas preſent- 
ed a ſum of money to the apoſtles: for. the ſupply of 
their neceſſities, and the relief of * believers *, 
it was welcome to the ſaints, and pleaſing. to thei 
GOD. But when Simon the ſorcerer offered his old 
to Peter and John; offering it, not from a principle of 
faith, but as an equivalent for the HOLY SPIRIT; 


I This diſcovers an error, which is often committed, in our at- 
tempts to inſtruct little children. What is more common, than to 
tell them, „If they will be good, 6 OD Almighty wil love and 
<< bleſs them.” — Whereas they ſhould rather be informed, bat 
they are ſinners; but that GOD Almighty has given his 8 0 N 
to die for ſinners; and, if they pray to bim, he will forgive their 
* ſins, will make them happy, and bleſs them with all ſpiritunl 
© bleſſings ia CHRIST.” IS 
a Acts iv. 37. 11 0 2 * e 
ä not 


— 
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not in order to teſtify his thankfulneſs, but rather to 
play the huckſter with Heaven, it was rejected with the 
utmoſt indignation *. 

I leave my friend to apply the preceding inſtances, 
Only let me beg of him to believe, that, 18 my words 
are grating, they are extorted by the force of truth. 
If I am obliged to blame what he calls good works, it 
is, as a great eritic blames eloquence, „with the ten- 
« derneſs of a lover.“ —But my cenſure falls only cn 
their faulty origin, and unbecoming aim. Let them 
ſpring from-the grace of CHRIST, as their ſource ; 
let thera- propoſe the glory of CHRIST, as their 
end ; then, inſtead-of- putting a flight upon them, cr 
giving them a bill of divorce, I would court, careſs, 
and wed them, —Whereas, if neither hi end be kept 
in the view, nor that principle operate in the heart, I 
muſt perſiſt in queſtioning the genuineneſs of their cha- 


rater, nay, in denying the very poſlibility of their ex- 


Acts viii. 20. We have much talk about Simony and Si monfg- 
cel practices. The caſe, Ithink, is miſunderſtood, and the expreſs 
ſwn miſapplied. 

The more refined ſpecies of Simony is the attempt mentioned by 
Aſpaſio; an expectation and endeavour to procure union with 
CHRIS T, the communication of the SPIRIT. and all heaven 
y bleſſiugs, by any works or any righteouſneſs of our own ; whic!:; 
conſidered in this view, are called. by the prophets money and price. 
. The. grefſer kind of Simony ſeems to be practiſed by a certain 
court, ſtyled ſpiritzal, or eccleſiaRiical; which thunders out excom - 
munications and curſes,” debars poor creatures from religious privi- 
leges, and cauſes them to be © buried with the. burial of an aſs,“ 
unleſs they pacify their pious indignation by a little filthy lucre.— 
This is the. language of that ſame ſpiritual, judicature ; “ If thon - 
* wilt lug out a fem crowns or guineas from thy purſe, all ſhall be 
e well. Heaven ſhall ſmile, and the church opens her arms: 
% Whereas, if thou art refractory in this particular, and unwilling, 
or unable, to comply with our peeuniary demands, thou art cut 
** off from the means of grace; thou ſhalt no longer hear that word 
«of the goſpel; by» which the Spirit of. faith. cometh ; nor any 
«©: more be partaker of that ſacramental ordinance, which is a ſiga 
% and ſeal. of ſpiritun ! benefits.” —— Is not this a molt infamous 
traffic, whereby facred things are bought and fold ? In the preſent. 
Rate of affairs,” what. can be · a nearer approach to the fin of the er- 
cenary-magician ? What can be à more indclible blot on the purity 


and diſcipline of any church? | 

Pudet hac opprobria nobis, * e 
Et dici potuiſſe, et non potuiſſe refelli.- . 
* a iſtence. 


709 
- 
. 
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iſtence. There may be a mimicry of holy actions. But 
it is mimicry only; empty, as the combs } made by 
thoſe waſps ; and unreal, as the flame that is painted. 

I have an authority for this doctrine, which I think 

will not offer to controvert. 

Ther. What authority ? | 

Aſp. That of our church; who declares in her 13th 
article, Works done before the grace of CHRIST, 
« and inſpiration of his SPIRIT, are not pleaſin 
« to GOD; toraſmuch as they ſpring not. out of Faith 
« > CHRIS 1.“ — Faith in JESUS CHRIST 
purifier the heart. Till this be done, the heart is pollu- 
ted; the mind and conſcience are defiled F ; nothing, 
that we have or do, is pure.— It is written, The 
LORD had reſpect unto Abel, and to his offering 
Firſt, unto Abel; then, unto his offering. The man 
mult be reſtored to favour, . before his duties can be re» 
ceived with complacency. „ BREA | a 

Such a one, you ſay, is honeſt in his dealings, tem- 
perate ĩn his enjoyments, charitable to the poor. Be it fo. 
Vet, unleſs theſe ſhewy deeds are referred to the glory of- 
the Supreme JEH OVA H; unleſs they flow from faith 
in the crucified ES US; they are but the carcaſs of 
virtue ||. They may be acts oi worldly policy, of — 


Faciunt et veſpe faves, þ+ Tit. i. 18. Sen. iv. 4. 
This great evangelical truth will probably be reckoned a hard 
ſaying by the carnal mind, and may ſeem a forbtifþ: notion to vain phi- 
oſophy. I beg leave therefore, for its beiter reception. and firmer 
eſtabliſhment, to produce ſome of the greateſt teſtimonies in the 


world.— Let us hear what the pions Biſhop of St. Aſaph ſays upon 


the ſubject, what the famous Archbiſhop of Conftantmople ſaid 

long before him, and what a whole ſynod, er a whole nation of cc- 

75 — are continually ſaying in the homilies of the church of 
ngland. * . ; | 

1 T can do no works at all, before I be firſt juſtified... My 

* works cannot be accepted as good, till my perſon. be fo: Nor 

can my perſon be accepted by G OD, till firſt ingraſted iato 


*© CHRIST; before which ingrafting into the tine vine, it is im - 
* poſſible I ſhould bring forth good fruit.”  Beveridge's Private 


Thoughts, Artic. 8. . ho 

Evgnoic your Torn; & les ru Moſu Tus enndiizy teſois wſc- 
tors xala re tv NA % ,Em w ard ga ve, 
$6079, TRrorexelag* AN % $51) 6540 iets a- 
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ih prudence, or phariſaical pride. They are no reli- 
gious ſervice, nor any pleaſing oblation to the LORD 
Almighty * :—Nay, inſtead of being acts of obedience, 
and objets of approbation, they ſtand condemned in 
the ſcripture, and are breaches of the commandment. 
They ſtand condemned in that ſcripture, which declares, 
IWithout faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe GOD +. They arc 
breaches of that commandment, which requires, Me- 
ther ye eat, or drinks or 1 Je de, 40 all to the 


glory of bf. i 
Ther, Who can believe this, chat 3 the intrin- 
fic excellency of virtue and virtuous actions: 
Aß. Wbo tan diſbeleve it, that confiders the pre- 
855 + rr -of: — — and obſerves, how 
OB has ron me te — what he has 
—— in his w Behold Iſrael after” the \ fleſh. 
They had, what you. will reckon greater than ſincerity, 
a: zeal fer GOD.!|. Vet, not being according ta know - 
ledge, the: knowledge of juſtification by the righteouſ- 
nejs\. of CHRIS E, — us if they offered ſwine's 
fleſh, or cut off a dog's neck; — ha and offenſive 
to che HOLLY ONE 7. NN abut | 


1 Ro wamecy' 04 eſeng 3 3 n ns too · 
Cas aſroncuiſte, te οẽỹ ringar, A fe erοννñs, GT 
Gage gen Av}; 8% £006 Chryſoſt. tom. vi. 

Faith e ot and they be as much dead to 
«G0 'D: ack faith, ey be to the world, . whoſe. bodies 
„% Jack Göts. Without Fark, 4 At erat is done of us is but dead be- 
force Ga, vithough ihe' Ark ſeem never ye gay and glorious 
wo Pete Men,? Homily an ſaitb. N 
Migbt,got this obſervation be made, with. great propriety, in 
our raf and other charicable ſermons? Should not the audience 
be exhorted to abouncł in Acts of benevolence, from a gra. eſul regard 
to the infinitely merciful aud condeſcending JESUS? ? 2 Cor. vill, 9. 
Should they not, before all things, be directed to mate ſure their 
intereſt in the REDEEM E R's merits, that their perſons may 
find favour, and their alms acceptance ? Eph. i. 6.—Sbould they 
not be admonilhed, that, without this bl teving application to 
CHRIST, whatever they do, whatever they give, is worthleſs in 
the eye of their MAKER, aud will be fruitleſs to their own ſouls? 
Heb. xl. 6.—lad this reſpect our SAVIOUR was eminently typi- 
fied by the ſewiſh altar ; on which every ſacrifice, by whomfocver 
brought, was to be offered, and ſeparate from which no ſacrifice, 
however coltly, could be accepted ; Exod. xx. 24. Levit. xvii. 3, 4. 

+ Heb. xi. 6 11 Cor. . 31. I Nom. X. a. 


tenſel ly 
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renſely + and. aſſiduouſſy; ſerved him, the apoſtle af- 
firms, night and day. Let, not ſerving him as ſinners, 
redee by CHRIST, but rather as righteous per- 
ſons, who would be their own redeemers, all their toil 
was unacceptable and unprofitable. With all this pa- 
rade of ſervices, they were rejeted by JEHOVAH, 
and caſt out from his preſence, ** like an abominable 
4 bran I, = | | | ! . 
Upon the whole; ſhall we ſubmit to the determina- 
tion of our eſtabliſhed church? Shall we acquieſce in 
the deciſion of our Divine MASTER? Then we 
muſt acknowledge, That there is no ſuch thing as a 
good work, till we are reconciled to GOD ; till our 
perſons are accepted through C H RIS T.—Therefore, 
to repreſent our own works, as the means of reconci- 
lation and acceptance, is both chimerical and abſurd : 
Chimerical, becauſe it builds upon a phantom, and takes 
for a reality what has no exiſtence : Abſurd, becauſe it 
inverts the natural order of things, and would make 
the eſſect antecedent to the cauſe. I might add, idola- 
trout alſo, becanſe it pays, to the performances of a 
creature, what is, reſerved wholly for the righteouſneſs 
of our incarnate GOD. 
| Ther. Before we quit this 
alk my Aſpaſio, what he by running down 
thoſe works, which are the produce of inward religion, 
and eſſential to true holineſs; whoſe excellency is dif- 
played in the c/eareft, and whoſe neceſlity is urged in 
the rongeft terms, throughout the whole Bible? _ 
Aſp. 1 am far from running down ſuch works, as 
are the produce of inward religion, and therefore may 
be. jultly ſtyled auori. of faith, and labour of love 1 * 
8 14 N pO ib anti yy 227 t 


H Ads xxvi. 1. Ev di . N 

.* Works of faith, and lalours of lobe, 1 ThefT. i. 3. How finely. 
are good works- characteriſed in this place! though it be only en 
paſſent, tranſiently, or by the by: and how judicioully are the true 
diſtinguiſhed from the cornterfeit ! Works, which are done in faith 5 

works, Which proceed from love; theſe, and theſe only, the apoſtle 
ſignifies, are really good, —— As a ſpacious river, though preſſing 
forward to the ocean, nouriſhes many a fair plant, and ſuckles ma- 
ny a ſweet flower, by the way; ſo the ſacred writers, though prin- 
cipally intent {as here) upon ſome different point, yet drop 4 
” . ; ia 7 
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But I would eaution my Theron, and I would myſelf 
take care, that our works be accompanied with thoſe 
cireumſtances: which alone can render them truly good. 
Let them ariſe from '/2i/5j and bear witneſs to ive, or 
elſe we ſhall have thiftles inſtead of bee, and coekle i in- 
Heul of baff N * 9 

- Perfornis them, in obedience to reconciled GOD, 
and out of gratitude to a reconciling 8 AV IOUR, . 
then” they” are genuine, they are valuable; Attempt 
them, in order to be by your MAKER, 
and obtain eternal life, them they are ſpurious, they 
are tions In the former caſe, they are like a 
eundle ſet on a eandleſtiek; in the latter, they are lite 
4 torch placed 1 in the chaten. 

Due. In what reſpects can they be pernieious? 
Ae Lill mention two.— We ſhall never be like 
the church, ue came, up from the wilderneſt, leaning 
en, ber belyved *, ſo long as we bolſter up ourſelves 
with a coneeit of p. righteouſneſs. This was the 
erron che fatal error of the Phariſees: This the film, 
whieh dlinded the eyes of their mind, and ſealed chem 
up under the darkneſs of final unbelief. 

Beſides, my dear 1 heron, if you expect to be ſaved 
dy your dn duties, you will be loch to fee the worſt of 
your condition. To fe ſee the: work of your condition, 
will be a to your hopes, and as death to your 
ſoul. Ven wilt therefore be inclined to daub with un- 
. ee Inſtead of acknowledging: the deep 
depravity of, your nature, and the numberleis iniquities 
of your life, vou will invent a thouſand excuſes to pal 
hate your guilt 5 and, by this means, erect a wall of 

ition-berween-your ſoul and the merits of your R E- 
DEEMER; which will be a er inconvenience, 
a more deſtructive evil, than to cut off all ſupply of 
proviſion from an army encamped, or even to er 
the ſun heams from viſiting the-earth. 

Ther. Now you talk of armies, I muſt alifetve; that, 
though 1 have ſcarce been able to keep my ground in 
this argumentative action, I cannot allow you the ho- 


rally ſueh valuable truths, as cheer the believer's heart, and make 
Lend r | 
4 Job uu. 40.. — + Exek. xiii. 10. 
Nour 
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nour of a victory; as a retreat is very different from a rout. 

Aſp. I would alſo remark, that my friend has chang- 
ed the intended plan of our operations; has almoſt 
continually ated upon the fende; while my part has | 
been only to ſuſtain the ſhock. At our next encounter, 
you may expect to have the order of battle reverſed. 1 8 
ſhall direct my ſorces to begin the charge. Put yourſelt * 
therefore in readineſs for a briſt attack. kh 

Ther. You act the fair enemy, Aſpaſio, I muſt confeſs, N 
in thus. giving the alarm, before you make the aſſault. Bj 
Aſp. This holtility may appear fairer /till, when I 
aſſure you, that my weapons aim not at the deſtruction | 
of your comfort, or the demolition of any valuable in- | 
terelt. Only they would be mighty, through GOD, to 
pull down the ſtrong-holds of unbelief, and bring eve- 
ry ſelf-exalting, every rebellious, thought, captive unto 
CHRIST“ Captive, in a profeſſed ſubmiſſion to | 
his righteouſneſs, as well as a dutiful ſubjection to his M 
commands.—And, when ſuch is the tendency of the | 
campaign, it will be your. greateſt advantage to loſe the 
victory +. It will be better than a triumph, to acknow- 


ledge yourſelf vanquiſhedt. 


us iy „„ - BY 


DIALOGUE VIII. 
Ther. VR laſt eonverfation ended with a cha/lenge. 
< jw To deeline or delay the heceptance of it, 
would look like cowardice in me, ànd be a piece of in- 
juſtice to you, Aſpaſio. Therefore, I am now ready 
to give you all the ſatisfaction whieh a gentleman can 
demand.— Only, as the weather continues hazy, I be- 
lieve, my ſtudy muſt be the place of action. ; 

Aſp. A challenge! Theron Ls 
ber. What, Sir! Do you boggle ? Would you eat 
your words, and play the poltroon ? | 
Aſp. Perhaps I may have an inclination to follow 
the example of a brother hero, who ran away from the 


field of battle, juſt as his comrades were advancing to 


| Cor. x. 4, 5. 
Þ Exw ow Yuen pee Prgue HN, nile N Sh, 
Vor. ky | 2 dharge | * 
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charge the enemy; and, when called to an account ſor 
his behaviour, right worthily alledged, that his retreat * 
proceeded, not from any timidity of mind; no, but 
om à eoncern for the public good: For,“ quoth hie, 
c if they had knocked my brains out to-day, how ſhould 
„I have been able to fight for my country to-morrow !”? 
Lou ſmile, I heron, at my doughty warrior, and his 
ſage maxim. — But, fince you have glanced at a cer- 
tain mouiſb cuſtom, give me leave very ſeriouſly to aſ- 
fare you; that, if the affair was to be determined by 
ſword and piſtol, I ſhould reckon ſuch a conduct, a re- 
ſolute refuſal at leaſt, not at all unmanby, but the ral; 
wrſe änd gallant behaviour. - For ſurely, it can never 
de an inſtance of wiſdom; to hazard my life at the mere 
capriee of à turbulent ruffian, who is a ſtranger to all 
the principles of humanity and generoſity, but a flave, 
an abandoned flave, to his on ungovernable paſſions. 
-<Surely, it can never be an act of real bravery, to ex- 
poſe y perſon, becauſe ſome ſool-hardy practitioner in 
be fencing: ſehool is defperate' enough to riſłæ . The 
gentleman,” the true gentleman, ſhould exert a becomin 
digtiity of ſpirit, and ſcorn to ſet his welfare on a. kev 
with-that of an inconſiderate and barbarons; bully +. 
- Ther But honour,. my Aſpaſio, honour is at (ſtake. 
Better to loſe our life, than torteit our reputation. Bet- 
ter to be in a grave, than to be the jeſt of every coffee 
houſes and n paſs the ſtreets, for 
mean - ſpirited, ſneaking, or, as the gentlemen of the 
Frord ſo elegantly ſpeak, white - kvered animals. 


Fetrea—Bengelius thinks, there is ſuch an air of ſelf-advlation, 
and vain pretence, in the word uſed by the unclean ſpirit, Matt. 
xii..44..EZnAboy, exivi. Sic loquitur, guaſi non ejectum. Vide ,. 
1 He ſays not, I was caft aut, but I came out. He could not 
rook the former expreflion. His pride was too great to confeſs the 
truth, cr to! declare the thing as it is.” 
. + Aſpaſio calls the perſon who gives the challenge, a bull 
And ſuch, notwithſtanding all the muxims of fantaſtical and.tulf 
honont, be will certainly he found, when tried at the bar of reafor. 
or juſtice; for, if the molt impetuous, irrational, and brutal bar- 
barity is allowed to conſtitute a-bully, be bas an indiſputable title to 
the.gharafter, who, on account of à mere punctilio, or ſome flight 
affront. would deſtroy a life, which might be of ſervice to ſeciei) 
might be a blefling to yarious relatives and is intimatcly connec ct- 
ed with a blifsſul or miſerable immarialtiy, | 1 


q | a 3. * A. 
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A. Forfeit our reputation! Amongit whom, I be- 
ſeech you? A few rath and precipitate creatures ; the 
pupils of La Mancha's knight; the ſons of gi,jme. 
and-craelty ; who, by aſſociating the notion of cowar- 
dice wich the practice of forgiving injuries, have at- 
tempted to bring into diſreputei the wg/h grenerpus att of 
the human mind; whoſe principles, are, I ſay not, a 
departure from the precepts of religion, but a diſgrace 
to reaſon, and the reproach: of common ſenſe; whole 
applauſe, therefore, is infamy, and their detraction the 
higheſt praiſe they can beſto - bing blo? 
From every judicious and worthy: perſon, your, con- 
duc wül be fare to gain approbation, and; your cha- 
racter eſteem. When Cæſar receives a challenge from 
Anchony, to engage him in ſingle combat, he very 
calmly: anſwered the bearer of the meſſage, V HAntbony 
ts weary of life, tell him, there are other ways, 40 death, 
be dot the point of my ſaword.——Who ever deemed this a 
meun · ſpirited or ſneaking behaviour? All ages, have 
admired it, as the reſolution of a diſcreet and gallant 
man, who was ſenſüble of his own: importance, and 
knew how to treat the petulant and revengeful humour 
of a diſcoutented adveriary with its deſerved contempt. 
Barely to loſe our life, is the ſmalleſt of thoſe. evil; 
which attend this miſchievous practice. It is pregnant 
with a long, an almoſt endleſs train of diſaſtrous con- 
ſequences to parents, wives, children, friends, allo- 
ciates, and the community.— It is, an; infallible expe- 
dient, to be deprived of the fayout of the infinite 
GOD, and to be excluded from the joys of his eternal 
kingdom. —It is the ready way, to become an object of 
abhorreuce to the angels of light, and be made th: 
langhing-ſtock of deyils. in their dungeons of + dark- 


neſs, 


This kind of gentry ate ſtyled—in a Boo x, with which they 
Have little or no acquaigtance;" but whoſe maxims will be had in re- 
verenice, when their games are loft in ohlivion-»pmw 99 The /245 
of blafter, or the children of noiſe, Jer. xlviii. 8. e: 
e me tell you with confidence,” (ſays an excellent perſon, 
addreſſing himſelf to one of theſe unhappy deſperados), ** that ail 
1 duels, or ſingle combats, are murderous; blanch them over 
N (how you liſt) with names of honour, and honeſt pretences, their 
uſe is ſinful, aud their nature deviliſh.“ See tho Salecd Works: 
t Z 2 of: 


- 
* 
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neſs. Shame, everlaſting ſhame, Hall be the reward 
of ſuch gallantry, the promotion of ſuch fools *. 

Ther. With regard to this point, I am entirely of 
your opinion, Aſpaſio, however I may differ in other 
(6 RR 
A. Say you ſo, Theron! Would you then tamely 
'ſabmut to affronts, inſults, and affaults ? 

Tier. As to the trifling affronts of a peeviſh incon- 
tinent tongue, I would treat them with a ſuperior 

ſcorn. When thus treated, they are ſure to recoil, 

with the keeneſt edge, and ſevereſt weight, upon the 

impotent malice which offers them. The wretch ſhould 
fee, that I could pity his miſery, and ſmile at his folly. 
But with regard to aſſaults, eſpecially thoſe of a ca- 
pital nature, the caſe is otherwiſe, Should any one 
© ffer violence to my perſon, it is at his peril. He would 
find, and perhaps to his ſmart, | 2 

At nortela manu, ferrumque haud debile dextrd 

. Spar gianusy et 'ngſtro ſequitur de vulnere ſanguis f. 
Here the fundamental and everlaſting law of /e//-pre- 
legt ö LINN ns to play the man: And I am 
ture, Chriftianmty does not require us to yield our 
. throats to the knife, or open our breaſts to the dagger. 
| But to retire—to deliberate to fit down —and in- 
dite a Hrmal challenge - ſeems to me altogether as ſa- 

vage and iniquitous, as to aſſault on the highway. 

He that demands my money on the road, or extorts it 
by am. incendiary; letter, or decoys me into the ſnare by 
a forged. and counterfeit note, is ſtigmatized for a vil -· 
lain z is abhorred by every perſon of integrity; and, 
when detected, is rewarded. with a halter. Why ſhould 
we reckon, the. headſtrong bravo % injurious, who 
ieee 1559 ren Day 106590 ASL £ 
of Biſhop Hall, in one volume fol. pag. $26. ;- where the reader will 
Hud a happy mixture of true erg/ary, and ſound diviaity; a rich vein 


of fanty, and 4,{weet ſpirit of piety, 'contemplatians upon the hiſto- 
A ebene, ( Wt think 7 our prelate*s maller-· piece), al- 


** ch 


1 7 * 
b moet bs entt#aining bnd #hfiruite, ds the ſubjects illoſtrated are im- 


porta 26d wonderful.—Notwithſtanding a few ſtiff or antique 
phraſes, I cannot but eſteem the works of this author, among the 


moſt valnahle compoſitions extant in our language. 
e Al. t e.. 


65, 
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makes his attempt upon my very life, and thirſts with 
inſatiable fury for my blooddꝰꝰ | 
» Aſp. He allows you a fair chance, it is ſaiad. 
- Ther. A chance! Of what Either of falling a ſa- 
erifice to his rage, or of imbruing my hands in his 
blood; which is neither more nor leſs, than reducing 
me to a neceſlity of launching into damnation myielt, 
or of tranſmitting a fellow-creature to eternal ven- 
geance.—And.is this an extenuntion? This a mitigating 
circumſtance? It really proves the practice ſo inexcuſa- 
bly wicked, that nothing can be pleaded-in-its defence. 
The very argument, uſed to juſtity the horrid deed, 
inflames its guilt, and aggravates its malignity. 
Tis pity but the legillative authority would inter- 
poſe, for the ſuppreſſion of ſuch-a flagrant wrong to 
ſociety, and ſuch a notorious violation of our benign: 
religion. Why ſhould not the laws declare it /elony, to 
make: the firſt overture for a duel : ſince it is always 
more heinous,.and- frequently more pernicious; is al- 
ways murder in the intention, and. frequently iſſues in 
. double. deſtruction; the one, inflicted by the ſtab of 
violence; the other, executed by the ſword of juſtice. 
Might it not at leaſt be branded with ſome mark of 
public infamy, or ſubjected to a ſevere pecuniaty muldt ? 
So that a gentleman of fpirit and temper might have it 
in his power to return the compliment of a challenging, 
letter with ſome ſuch aaſwer : AQ | | , 


"17, 

However meanly you may think of your life, I'fet; 
too high a value upon mine, to expoſe it as a mark 
«for undiſciplined and outrageous paſſions ;— Neither 
have I ſo totally renounced alk that is humane, bene: 
. volent,. or -amiable, as to draw my ſword for your 
deſtruction, becauſe you have ringer been: overcome. 
* by precipitate and. unreaſonable reſentment. You 
have given me an opportunity of acting the gentle · 
man and the Chriſtian. And this challenge I ace» 

cept, as a note under jour hand for. five hundred 

© | . «6 pounds, 
* Might not the refuſer of a challenge be dignified with ſome ho- 
norary diſlinctien, reſenibling the civic crown among the ancient 
N 5 2 3 Romans 2 
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% pounds, which will very ſoon be demanded, accord- 
«6 ing to law, by, ; S 1 R, Tour, &c.“ 


Abd. Bat to reſume the proper ſubjet—the nature 

of our engagement; which I now recollect, and which 
was explained, when I ventured to give what you call 
the challenge.—As it is not my Theron, but the obſta- 
cles of his taith, and the enemies of his felicity, which 
I am to encounter, perhaps I ſhall have courage to 
ſtand my ground: And, inſtead of violating all the ob- 
ligations of equity, honeſty, and conſcience, I ſhall 
certainly evidence my love to my friend, nay, poſſibly 
promote his trueſt good. 
Ther. I don't ſee how this can be effected by your 
late attempt. You attempted to ran down all works of 
righteouſneſs, as abſolutely unable to find acceptance 
with GOD, and equally inſufficient to recommend us 
to his favour.—It is for the credit of theſe, which 
Aſpaſio bas depreciated, that I enter the liſts. 

Aſp. I attempted to prove, that no human works 
| ſhould pretend to the honour of juſtifying us, either in 
whole, or in part; becauſe—this would be an uſurpæ- 
tion of the REDEEME R's office—this would over- 
throw the goſpel-method of juſtification, which is by 
imputing righteouſneſs without works — this, inſtead of 
excluding, would introduce boaſting, and oppoſe, if not 
defeat, the grand deſign of JEHOVAH in the ſal - 
vation of ſinners, which is, to diſplay the infinite rich- 
es of his grace. | : 

When any works are attended with /uch circumſtan- 
ces, I cannot but wonder to hear them called works of 


Romans ? ſince, by his cool and temperate bravery, he ſaves one 
life from the ſword, another from the halter.—Was ſome honorary 
diſtinction on the one hand, united to a pecuniary forfeiture on the 
other, I cannot but think, they would prove an cffetual method to 
check the progreſs of this deſtructive evil. It would break the teeth 
of malice with oon weapons, and turn the artillery of revenge 
upon herſelf. Thoſe deteſtable paſſions would be loath to indulge 
themſelves in this horrid manner, if it was made the ſure way to 
ennoble and enrich the object of their rage.— N. B. The civic crown 
was n ornament aſſigned to thoſe ſoldiers, who had in battle reſcued 
a a fellow-citizen ſrom impending death. 


* Rom, iv. 6. 


righteouſneſs. 
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righteouſneſs. I am at a loſs to conceive, how they 
can themſelves be acceptable; much more, how they 
can recommend a tranſgreſſor to the favour of GOD. 
— Nay, I hear our divine MASTER poſitively and 
peremptorily declaring, that they are, not good, but 


evil. The world hateth me, becauſe ' { te/iify of it, that : 


the works thereof are evil“. | 
Ther. The world—that is, the Gentile world, -or the 
wicked world; which was abandoned to licentiouſneſs 
and groſs immorality. Making no ſeruple to indulge 
luſt or revenge; committing. adultery or injuſtice, ar 
whatever gratified a vicious inclination. - x 
- Aſp. And can you think, that the 8 O Ny of the moſt 
high GOD, ſhould be ſent from the heaven of hea- 
vens, only to tell people that revenge and adultery are 
evil? Or does the world hate a perſon, for. inveighing 
againſt licentiouſneſs and groſs immorality? No, The- 
ron: the works againſt which our LORD teſtified; 
the works which he cenſured as evil; were the very * 
beſt deeds both of Jews and Gentiles. Thoſe, for which 
they approved and valued themſelves; in which they 
loried, and on which they truſted. . This teſtimony, ” 
aring ſo hard upon all human'excellency;! affronted 
their pride, and inflamed their reſentment; as it ſeems 
to have enkindled a little warmth in my friend's tem- 
To La | $3.01 N | Hit Wy nba 
8 However, as you apprehend ſome injury done to the 
credit of human works, let us, as we lately promiſed, 


give the matter a fair hearing. What is the ſtandard,” 
to which theſe works of righteduſneis muſt be corform- 


ed? and by which their ſufficiency” may be determin-— 


ed? 

Ther. The moral law, doubtleſs; I know no other 
ſtandard of righteouſneſs, nor any other way of become. 
ing righteous. -. „ arms ud ate F ndr, 

Aſp. You will, I hope, ere long, be acquainted with“ 
another way. You will know, what that 'meaneth, - 
which is ſpoken by the apoſtle ; With the heart nan xb. 
LIVE TU ,UNTO RIGHTFOUSNESS F.——At. preſent, Lagree., 
to your propoſal. We will join iffue on this footing; and · 

132171 907 2 I; * * 


® John vii. 5. + Rom. . 16. 
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try the merits. of our cauſe, before the tribunal of tlie 
law. Vourſelf ſhall be the judge. I will only aſk your 
opinion, and refer myſelt to your deciſion —You lee, 
Jam oon weary of the military ſtyle. I had obtruded 
myſelf on a part, which I was not qualified to act; and 
now reſume a; more /becoming character. 

\Ther. If you place me on the bench, I ſhall allow of 
no ſuch r but {hall keep you cloſe to the ſub- 


835 Aſs. Has . Lordſhip then confidered the nature 
of the divine law, and the extent of its obligations: ? 
Ther. It obliges all perſons, and comprizes the w/-j 
duty of mankind. —lIt forbids. all immorality, and en- 
joins every virtue. Are not theſe your ſentiments ? 
Ap. They are, when ſomewhat enlarged. — The em- 
pire of the law, as. probibitery of evil, extends both to 
the outward and inward man. It takes cognizance of 
the actions. It judges every word. All the oper ation, 
and all the diff ons of e foul, come under its ſa- 
cred Furiſdifion.— It is indeed a diſerner;: not only of 
the working thoughts, but alſo of the dawning inten- 
tions; and arraigns them both at its awful bar. 7 
pierceſ even to the dividing uſunder of the foul and ſpirit *. 
Not the inmoſt receſſes of the breaſt, are too deep for 
its penetration; nor all che Adden of the deceitful 
heart, too ſubtle for its detection. — Other laws forbid 
the unclean act; this condemns the wanton eye, and 
.irregular defire. Other laws puniſh the injurious deed; 
tis paſſes ſentence on the unguarded-ſallies of paſſion, 
and the moſt ſecret. emotions of reſentment. So emi- 
nently true is that remark of the Pſalmiſt, Thy command. 
ments are exceeding Broad fl — Tell me, now, Theron, 
has your obedience been commenſurate with this exten. 
tive platform of duty?  _ © 
"Ther. If the law be ſo very exten/ve—- 
Ap. Nay, my friend, you: cannot ſuſpect, that I 
"have: ſtretohed, to an undue extent, the obligations of 
the divine law: ſhice this interpretation is eſtabliſhed 
by an authority, 100 preat to be controverted; 7oo clear 
to be miſunderitood even by the authority of CHRIST 


H. jv. 14. . Pla erin, 96. | 


t. 


himſelf. Whoſe ſermon upon the mount, is a profeſſed 
expoſition of the commandments; and maintains, in 
the moſt” explicit manner, all that I have advanced. — 
80 that, if our LOR DYs expoſition is juſt, it will be 
neither raſh, nor uncharitable to ſay ; there is not a 
man upon earth, but has broke them all. | 
Ther. Are we all idolaters then? All adulterers? All 
murderers ? Shocking to-imagine! 
Aſp. It is ſhocking, I confeſs. —But how mock more 
ſhocking to true religion, and to common ſenfe, if * 
delinquents expect juſtification by their own deeds ? 
g Ther. This is no proof of your aſſertion, my good 
riend, © 

Ap. To be fond of gold; to be enamoured with the 
world; to love any creature more than the ever-blefſed 
CR EA TOR; are inſtances of idolatry*, not quite 
ſo groſs, but altogether as real, as to ſet up idols in 
our temples, or pay ucts of adoration to ſenieleſs ima- 
ges. Have you always been free from this apoftacy” of 
the affettionsr? © 

Our infallible TEACHER has informed us, dtat 
unreaſonable anger, contemptuous language, and male- 
volent wiſhes , are each a Wertes of murder; and not 
many removes from the aſſaſſin's deadly tab. Have 
you been always meek, always benevolent, and never 
chargeable with this mental homicide ? 

e are farther aſſured, that the indulgence of inor- 
dinate defire is, in the impartial eſtimate of Heaven, as 
the commiſſion of the impure deed f. And evil con- 
cupiſcence, of every kind, violates that ſacred precept, 
Thou ſhalt nat l. Has your will been invariably 
web ' upright, 
19 col. iti. 3. Phil. ii. 19. + Matt. v. 22. + Matt. v. 28. 
I Rom. vii. 9.—Aſpaſio's obſcrvation brin gs to my remembrance 
@ remarkable incident; which, as it is quite pertinent to our pur- 


poſe, the reader will allow me to relate. It paſſed-between aifriend 
of mine, and a certain iagenious ſtranger, into whoſe company he 


happened to-fall.—The gentleman was extolling,, at a laviſh rate, 


the virtue of honeſty : what a dignity it imparted to our nature! 
Ho it recommended us to the ſupreme B EIN G! He confirm - 
ed alt by a celebrated line from Mr. Pope, 412 

2 An honeſt man's the  nobleſt work f 60 D. 


3 wy _ however excellent the virtue of honeſty 
_ may 
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try the merits of our cauſe, before the fribunal of tlie 
law. Yourſelt ſhall be the judge. I will only aſk your 
opinion, and refer myſelf to your deciſion.— Vou lee, 
Jam oon weary of the military ſtyle. I had obtruded 
myſelſ on a part, which I was not qualified to act; and 
now reſume a more becoming character. 

Ther. If you place me on the bench, I ſhall allow of 
no ſuch digreſſions; but ſhall keep you cloſe to the ſub- 


4 Has your Lordſhip then conſidered the nature 
of the divine law, and the extent of its obligations? 
Ther. It obliges all perſons, and comprizes the u 
duty of mankind.— It forbids all immorality, and en- 
joins every virtue. Are not theſe your ſentiments ? 
' 1 Aſp. They are, when ſomewhat enlarged. — The em- 
Pare. of the-law,. as prohibitery of evil, extends both to 
the outward and inward man. It takes cognizance of 
the actions. It judges every word. All the operations, 
and all the diſpoſitions of the-fou!, come under its ſa- 
ered juriſdiction. —It is indeed a diſcerner, not only of 
the working: thoughts, but alſo of the dawning inten- 
tions; and arraigns them both at its awful bar, J. 
piorcet even to the dividinguſunder of the ſaul and ſpirit *. 
Not the inmoſt receſſes ot the breaſt, are too deep for 
its penetration; nor all che artifices of the deceitful 
heart, too ſubtle for its detection. — Other laws forbid 
the unclean act; th condemns the wanton eye, and 
irregular defire, Other laws puniſh the injurious deed; 
this paſſes ſentence on the unguarded · ſallies of paſſion, 
and the: moit ſecret. emotions of reſentment. So emi - 
neatly true is that remark of the Pſalmiſt, Ty command- 
ments are exceeding broad f Tell me, now, Theron, 
has your obedience been commenſurate with this exten- 
five platform of duty??? 1 INTE. 
Ther. If the law be fo very exten/ve— 2 
A. Nay, my friend, you cannot ſuſpect, that I 
Rave ſtretohed, to an undue extent, the obligations of 
the divine law: ſince this interpretation is eſtabliſhed 
by an authority," 100 great to be controverted; Yoo clear 
to be miſunderitood; even by the authority of CHRIST 


9 Heb, iv. 2. . PI. cxix, 96. 


himſelf, 


A 
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himſelf. Whoſe ſermon upon the mount, is a profeſſed 


expoſition of the commandments; and maintains, in 
the moſt” explicit manner, all that I have advanced.— 
80 that, if our IL OR D's expoſition is juſt, it will be 
neither raſh, nor uncharitable to ſay; there is not a 


man upon earth, but has broke them all. 


Ther. Are we all idolaters then? All adulterers? All 
murderers? Shocking to imagine! 

Aſp. It is ſhocking, I confeſs. - But how "os more 
ſhocking to true religion, and to common ſenſe, if f ſuch 
delinquents expect juſtification by their own deeds? 
þ Ther. This is no proof of your aſſertion, my good 

riend. | 
Ap. To be fond of gold; to be enamoured with the 


world; to love any creature more than the ever- bleſſed 


CR EAT O R; are inſtances of idolatry“, not quite 


ſo groſs, but altogether as real, as to ſet up idols in 
dur wang! or pay ucts of adoration to ſenſeleſs ima- 
ges. Have you always been free from this apiftacy of 
the affettions ?_ 

Our infallible TEACHER has informed us, dat 
unreaſonable anger, contemptuous language, and male- 
volent wiſhes , are each a Tocties of murder; and not 
many removes from the aſſaſſin's deadly itab. Have 
you been always meek, always benevolent, and never 
9 with this mental homicide ? 

e are farther aſſured, that the indulgence of inor- 
dinate defire is, in the impartial eſtimate of Heaven, as 
the commiſſion of the impure deed f. And evil con- 
cupiſcence, of every kind, violates that ſacred precept, 
Thou ſhalt not e Has your will been invariably 

| uprigzt, 
11 col. lit. 5. Phil. ni. 19. + Matt. OUT Matt. v. 28. 


Rom. vii. 2. A ſpaſio's obſervation brings to my remembrance 
2 remarkable incident; which, as it is quite pertinent to our pur- 


poſe, the reader will allow me to relate. It paſſed between aifriend 
of mine, and a certain jingenious ſtranger, into whoſe company he 


pened to fall. — The gentleman was extolling, at a laviſh rate, 


2 virtue of honeſty : what a digaity it imparted to our nature! 
Ho it recommended us to the ſupreme B EIN G1 He confirm- 


ed all by a celebrated line from Mr. Pope, 4 3: 
1 An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of G O D. 


ir, replied my * however excellent the yirtue' of honeſty 
may 
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upright; and warped with no irregular inclination? Are 
youawholly-unpollated with this adultery of the heart ? 

I wait not for a reply. I have often heard you plead 
grzlty tc dll es, to all and every of thete charges 
ais uin, e meft e t nome 7 

nTher. Where, and when, Aſpaſio)ͥ: | 

Aon In vhe moſt venerable place, and on the moſt 
ſole mu occaſion. And not you only, but a whole mul- 
titude of ſelſ · condemned criminals.— Our church, you 
know, has engrafted the decalogue into her public ſer- 
vice; and taught ali her members to anſwer, after the 
repetition of each commandment; LORD, have mercy 
upon us, and intline our bearts to keep thir law. Is there 
any ſenſe in theſe words? Or have we any meaning, 
when we utter them? If we have, ſurely they muſt im- 
ply an acknowledgment of diſobedience in every parti- 
cular.— The criminal arraigned at the bar, never falls 
on his knees and craves forgiveneſs, till he either con- 
ſeſſes or is convicted. This then muſt be the purport 
of our reſponſe· We are very guilty concerning this 
« thing. And we humbly implore both pardoning 
« merey for the paſt, and ſtrengthening grace for the 
60 future. | E ba (3 bt $1376 


may be, I fear, there are very few men in the world, that really poſ- 

ſels it. Lou ſurpriſe me! j2id the ranger, —Ignorant as lam of 
your character, Six, I fancy, it would be no difficult matter, to prove 
even you a diſhoneſt man.,—I1 defy you, —Will you give me leave 

then, to aſk you a queſtion or two; and promiſe not to be offend- 

ed - Aſ your queſtions, and welcome. — Have you never met 
with an pportunity of getting gain by ſome anfair means — The 
gentleman pauſed.— 1 don't aſk, whether you made % of, but whee 
ther you have met with ſuch opportunity? I for my purt, have; 

and, I believe, every body elſe has.—Very probably I may. How 
did you feel your mind affected, on ſuch an occaſion ? Had you n9 
ſecret deſire, not the /eaſt inclination, to ſeize the advantage which 
offered? Tell me, without any . evaſion, and conſiſtently with the 
character you admire ?—I mult acknowledge, I have not always 
been abſolutely free from every irregular :nclination, but—Hold, Sir; 
none of your ſalvos. You have confeſſed enough. If you had the 
deſire, though you never proceeded to the action, this ſhews. you 
was diſhoneſt in heart. This is what the ſcripture calls concupi/- 
cence. It defiles the ſoul. It is a breach of that law, which requir- 
eth truth in the inner parts. And, unleſs you are pardoned througtt 
the blood of CHRIST, will be a juſt ground of your condemna- 


tien, whey COD frail judge the ſecrets of meu. A 
F ; Give 


4 
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. Give me leave to urge my queſtion. alittle farther, — 
Is there a fng/e day, in which you have not tranſgreſ- 
ſed, ſome way or other, this ſacred rule? * 

- Ther. If the law of GOD will diſpenſe with no l 
ation, not even in the firſt ſtarts of thought ut ſurely 
to affirm this, is to extend the law beyond all reafon- 
able bounds. The motions of evil defire, if indulged, are 
undoubtedly criminal, But are they alſo, when re- 
frrained, breaches of duty? I ſhould rather imagine, 
that ſuch temptations are thrown in our way, for the 
trial of our obedience. Which, had they no power o- 
ver our affections, would not be trials; and; * gt 
are reſolutely withſtood, cannot be faults. i: 

Aſp. What was the judgment of — And 
what is the voice of our church? We may find both 
in the ninth article.“ Although there is no condem- 

« nation for them that believe and are baptized, yet 
«« the. apoſtle doth confeſs, that concupiſcence. and luſt 
&« hath 25 itſelf the nature of fin.” It is mot ſaid, con- 
cupiſcence hath hen only the nature of fin when it is 
ripened into action; but of itſerf;, and before it breaks 
out into the commiſſion of iniquity. ¶ H itſelſ it is con- 
trary to the pure nature, and therefore cannot but be 
condemned by the perfect law of G OD. 

_ Ther... This 1 can truly plead in my own behalf; that 
it has not been cuſtomary with me to offend; at leaſt 
not preſumptuouſſy, or of deliberate wickedneſs. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, do not offer to palliate your 
Sale Such an opiate may ſtupify, but will not cure: 
ar rather, like opiates ill prepared, it will intoxicate the 
mind, and -countera the operation of every healin 
medicine. — Beſides, it is not only pernicious, but ff 
and unreaſonable. You know the uſe of that lar mi- 

croſcope, and are able to inform me of its effects. 

Ter. 1 ought to be pretty well acquainted with 
theſe experiments; fince it has long been my favourite 
diverſion, to employ. a few ſpare 8 1 ſuch agree-. 


able ſpeculations - 0 1 1 

Aſp. You have ſeen the body of an inſe@; Serbe 

dated to the ſurpriſing inſtrument. When, in this ſitu- 

ation, the animal was pricked by a very fine needle 

your eye, your naked eye, juſt perceived the puncture , 
an 
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and diſcovered, perhaps, a ſpeck of moiſture oozing 
from the orice. But, in what manner were they re- 
preſented, by the magnifying inſtrument ? 
. Ther, The punRure was widened into a frightful 
aſh. The ſpeck of moiſture ſwelled into a copious 
eam; and flowed, like a torrent, from the gaping 
wound. An ox, under the ſacrificing knife, ſcarce looks 
more bulky, or bleeds more largely. 
. Aſp. Don't you apprehend my deſign ?—If wwe, ſhort- 
ſighted mortals, and almoſt blinded with ſelf - love; if 
ve cannot but be ſenſible of our faults; how flagrant 
muſt they appear, in what enormous magnitudes, and 
with what aggravating circumſtances, to an eye per- 
fectly pure, and infinitely penetrating ? 
- Inſtead of attempting to extenuate our offences, let 
us make ſome ſuch improving refletions.—* It this 
„holy law, which prohibits the minuteſt failure, form 
Le the indictment; if this all-diſcerning GOD, who 
fits our conduct even to the ſmalleſt defect, be the 
80 judge; and our perſonal goodneſs, which abounds 
« with imperfections, the plea ; what can we expect, at 
te the deciſive hour, when the LORD ſhall Jay juag- 
« ent to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet * ?— 
« Surely, this confideration ſhould incline us, to adopt 
c the wiſe and ardent with of the apoſtle; hat we 
4% may now, in this our duty, win CHRIST; and, at 
«« the laſt tremendous audit, be found in bim; not hav- 
« ing our own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, for the 
foundation of our hopes, but the righteouſneſe which i; 
« of GOD, by faithin FESUS CHRISTT.“ 
Conſider the law in its nobler capacity, as enjoining 
whatever is excellent. Can you hope, Theron, to be 
juſtiſied by it, if you fall ſhort of its demands, not bare- 
ly in a few inſtances, but in every action of your life, 
and every temper of your heart? 

Ther. Such a hope, cheriſhed amidſt ſuch circum- 
ſtances, would be fallacious and abſurd. —But I trulit, 
Jam not ſo very faulty, or rather ſo entirely abandon- 
ed, as your interrogatory ſuppoſes. = 

Aſp. Have you duly examined the ſpirituality of the 


* Ifai, xxviii, 17. + Phil. ili. 8, 9. 


divine 
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divine law?—It is ſtyled, an incorruptible Picture f 
the High and holy ONE, thatinhabiteth eterfity. It 
is, doubtleſs, a copy of his abſolute vectitude and ſu- 
preme perfection. It is a bright repreſenta on of his 
moſt pure nature, and a beatitiful delineation of his m;/# 
holy will —It not only preſcribes the eternal duties of 
righteouſheſs aff4 holineſs, but calls for the moſt up- 
right imaginations, and devout affections.—Nay, it in- 
ſilts upon the exerciſe of every virtue, and that in the 
hiobeſt degree. Love to GO P, without the Tealt luke- 
warmneſs; and love to our neighbour, without any 
unkindneſs; a fanRity of defire, that knows no ſtain; 
and an integrity of behaviour, that includes whatever 
is holy, juſt, and good. — In ſhort; it requires us to be 
perfect, even as our FAT HER which in in heaven is 
perſect ?. enn, 
Do any of your actions come up to this exalted ſtand- 
ard? Are any of your graces thus refined? 
Ther. Am I then abſolutely an inſolvent before the 
great LORD of the univerſe? Have I no lamb in 
my fald, that is without a blemiſſi? Nothing in my 
ile, nothing in my heart, but what is defective and 
CC 
AA. Indeed, my friend, this is not your condition 
alone, but the condition of the moſt irreproachable per- 
ſon on earth. There is nane perfect, in any character, 
or in any work, no not one. None that obeys the di- 


Matt. v. 48. Our LOR D, having explained ſeveral com · 
mandments of the law, ſums up the whole, and gives us the ſpirit 
of all, in this moſt refined” precept ; Be ye perfeR, even, &c. If the 
reader pleaſes to take this paſſage into conſideration, he will have a 
more ſatisfaftory anſwer to Theron's objection, concerning the fr 
motions of evil defire ;"more ſatisſactory, I mean, than was ſuggeſted 
in the preceding pages. There, the reply turned upon —_— 
teſtimony ; here, it reſts upon divine authority. ae 

I hope, the candid reader will, on other occaficns, remember 
this obſervation. And if, at any time, the ſtrongeſt reaſons are not 
immediately affigned ; let him ſuppoſe it poſlible, that they are omit- 
ted in one place, only to be introduced and urged, perhaps with 
greater adyantage, in another. 


Pleraque differet, & praſens in tempus omittet, HoR. 
Vor. I. Aa | vine 
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vine law, invariably and completely. And, before the 
tribunal of GOD, nothing paſſes for righteouſneſs, 
hut a complete and abſolute obedience. | 

Caſt your eye upon the names, which are ſubjoined 
to thoſe beautiful print. How elegant is the engray- 
ing! How accurate are the letters! The ſtrokes moſt 
delicately fine! Their ſhape moſt exactly true Let 
me aſk yon to tranſcribe them with your pen ; and make 
the copy equal to the orginal. Preſerve all the noble 
boldneſs of the Roman ſtamp, and all the graceful ſoſt- 
neſs of the Italian touch. What? Could you not exe- 
cute this taſk, even in your preſent unimpaired health, 
and with the exertion of all your ſkill? How miſerably 
then muſt you fall ſhort, if your eyes were dim with age; 
if your hands ſhook with a peralitic diſorder; and your 
underſtanding was oppreſſed with a /ethargic dulneſs !— 
Such is really the cafe with vr pn to all the children 
of men. Our nature is depraved ; onr moral abilities ar: 
encryated; and our intellectual faculties clouded. And 
can we, in ſuch a ſtate of impotence, tranſcribe that 
facred ſyſtem, which is the very _ of G 0 D—- 
tranſcribe it into our tempers, and render it legible in 
our lives, without diminiſhing one jot or tittle of its 
perfect purity. = k 

Ther. Though I fall ſhort, there are Chriſtians of a 
much higher claſs, Chriſtians, I don't doubt, who 
have theſe Jaws written on their hearts; all whoſe tem- 
pers are caſt into this heavenly mould. Nor am I my- 
{elf withont hopes of making more confiderable advances 
in holineſs. | 55 

Aſp. May your hopes be quickened into vigorous 
endeavours! And your endeavours be crowned with 
abundant ſucceſs What you ſuppoſe, concerning very 
eminent Chriſtians, I cannot wholly admit, neither do 


I wholly deny. They may have all their tempers caſt 


into the heavenly mould: but then, they are conform- 
ed to the ſacred pattern, only in part. There is a re- 
ſemblance; yet not ſuch as that clear and ſteady mir- 
ror (pointing to a fine glaſs over the chinmey- piece) 
exhibits; but ſuch as ſome turbulent and muddy ſtream 
reflets.—If the breaſts of theſe'eminent Chriſtians were 

/ | a formed 
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formed on the model of Druſus's * houſe, I verily 
think, you would have a lower opinion of. their acqui- 
ſitions in virtue. | 

David, whom G0 D himſelf dignifies with the moſt 
exalted of all characters, and ſtyles a man after bis own 
teart+ ; who, to a molt inflamed love, added a molt 
accurate knowledge of the divine teſtimonies ; was decp- 
ly ſenſible of the truth I would inculcate. Aiter an 
attentive contemplation of the ſublimity, the extent, the 
ſanctity of thoſe heavenly inſtitutes, he breaks out into 
this humbling exclamation ; ** Who can tell, how oft he 
% offendeth} * Was the molt vigilant conduct, or.the 
«© moſt purified ſoul, examined by this conſummate 
& rule, innumerable would be found the flips of the for- 
+ mer, and glaring would the failures of the latter ap- 
« pear.” * £481 

Ther. I cannot ſee the reaſon for degrading human 
nature, to ſuch an extravagant degree, and ranking 
human works among the refuſe of things. | 

Aſp. Do you aſk the reaſon of this remonſtrance ?— 
It is to preſerve us from the miſchievous error of the 
Phariſee. Who, megluring himſelf, not by the true, 
ſublime, and extenſius ſenſe of the law; but by a falſe, 
debaſed, and mutilated. interpretation ; became haugh- 
ty in his own conceit, and therefore abominable in the 
fight of GO D.—Hear him trumpeting his own praile ; 
Jam no extortioner, no adulterer ||. This, the poor vain 
creature fancied, was a ſufficient obedience paid to the 
fecond table. See him flill ſtrutting in his own imagi- 
nary plumes 9. faſt twice in the week; I give tythes 


of 


When Druſus, a noble Roman, was deliberating upon a mo- 
del for: his new houſe, the architect offered to build it in ſuch a 
taſte, that no eye ſhould overlook any of his rooms.—** You quite. 
« miſtake my inclination, ſaid” Druſus. I am for the very reverſe 
of your plan. I would have my houſe ſo contrived, that every 
paſſenger may ſee whatever is tranſacted within,” - | 

1 For the propricty of this character, and its correſpondence 
with the perſon, let me refer the reader to a note, in Dialague I. 

20, 21, 

+ Pfal. xix. 12, Luke xviii. 17. . 

F This ſeems to give the genuine ſigniſication of To wh#Xov 1 
egos, Luke xvi. x5. Not that which is highly eftcemed, 

| A. a 2. 17% 
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of all that I pat. This, he fooliſhly imagined, was a 
due compliance with the injunctions of the #7/7 table. 
The young ruler, was evidently under the fame de- 
luſion, when he had the aſſurance to declare; 4 ///: 
things, which are preſcribed by the divine law, have J 
kept from my youth up + | 

A more peſtilent opinion, it is ſcarce poſſible for the 
mind of man to entertain. Nor can any thing appear 
more egregiouſly miſtaken. If we conſider the 9 
comprehenſive ſcope of the ſacred precepts, That they 
require an exact conformity, in every particular, and 
every punctilio. That they require the utmoſt pertec- 
tion of every duty, and forbid the leaſt degree of every 


Ther. Remember, Aſpaſio, what the apoſtle has de- 
-clared z7 Not the hearers, but the doers of the law, /hall 
be juſtified. The doers of the law ; this ſhews the poſſi- 
bility of performing its precepts. Shall be juflified; this 
proves, that juſtification is by obedience. This one ſen- 
tence ſeems to demoliſh, whatever you have been build- 
ing on the ſubject. a | 

Aſp. It is ſtrange to obſerve, that ſome eminent com- 
mentators have agreed with Theron, in giving the 


Wien, edge. The propoſition, taken in this ſenſe, is neither 
nceeſErily nor univerſally true. The meckneſs of Moſes, the for- 
of Joſhua, the wiſdom of Solomon, were highly eſteemed 

among thoſe very men, to whom our LORD addreffed his diſ- 
cugcſe. Tek none can ſuppoſe, that the endowments of thoſe illuſ- 
trions p&ſonages, were an abemination in- the ſight of G 9 D.— 
Whereas, whatever is high and lifted Þs haughty and conceited: 
every ſentiment of ſelf-admiration, and all the fruits which ſpring 
from that bitter root; theſe are certainly and invariably objects of 
the divine abborrence, 3 

I think, therefore, the ſentence ſhould be tranſlated, That which 
is vain and aſſuming ; not among, but in men, in their ſhirit ard 
temper. * This interpretation is moſt ſuitable, not only to fact in 
general, but to the import of this word in particular. See Rom. 
xi. 20. Where it occurs in a kmilar acceptation, pen Aeg. 
Be not higb- minded. It ſeems alſo beſt to quadrate with the tenour 
of our SAVIOUR's reproof; Je are ibey that juſtify yourſelves 
before men, but all ſuch arrogant attempts, and every ſuch clated 
air} (which conſtitute the To v/4A0y) the moſt holy GOD beholds 
withelatfſtation. 
Luke xviii. 12. + Matt, xix. 20. 


ſame 


Dial. 8. THE RON ADY ASPASTIO. 281 
ſame inconſiſtent and uncomfortable turn to the apo- 
ſtle's expreſſion; gravely telling us, that © the doers- 
„„ of the law, who 10 Heady and uniformly, in the te- 
« nour of their lives, act agreeably to its precepts, 
b they, and they only, thall be juſtified in the * of 
4 final audit and account.“ 

Ibis I call ict; becauſe it is diametrically op- 
poſite to St. Paul's afſertion, By the works of the lanw, 
Hall no man living be juſtified : Uncomfortable.; becauſe, 
if this was the method of juſtification, it would ſhut 
the door of hope on all mankind.— Whereas the ſcope 
of the apoſtle is, not ſimply to thew, in what manner 
finners are juſtified before GO D, but what is requiſite 
to their juſtification, according to the tenour of the di- 
vine law, which demands, not any performance, but 
a- complete obedience ; diſoharged with all the heart, 
and all the ſtrength; without any deficiency in action, 
or any irregularity of inclination. Such obedign nce, it 
any man produces, he ſhall be accounted juſt Wen by 
the ſentence of the law,<But when did the ſun behold 
fuch a perſon ? or what. annals have recorded ſuch a 
character? 

Tier. Is there nothing valuable chen in regularity of 
conduct, and integrity of heart? Nothing valuable in 
our acts of charity, and habits of virtue? 

- Aſp. From our fellow-creatures they ſtand rmtiched to 
reſpect, imitation, and gratitude : . But before infinite. 

erfection, they muſt drop their claim, and lis proſtrate 

the duſt, imploring forgiveneſs, not challengi | 
reward. We all diſcern a 23 and a twitiklin g tus. 
tre in the ſtars, when viewed under the ſhades of night. 
But, when the magnificent ſource of day ariſes, their 
beauty vanithes, their luſtre is darkneſs: Such are hu-- 
man accomplithkments, when compared with the perfect 
law, or beheld by, the Nereing eye, of the reer 
glorious GOD. 

Ther. Methinks, this notion confounds the Alben 
of good and evil; and, by rendering all our actions 
zlameable, would render them all alike. Thif is level- 
ling with a witneſs! ; 

As. It renders them all equally incapable { offgecom- 


mending us to our Maker. It ſays, and fo does the 
Aa 3 tenour” 


— — 
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tenour of the law, and ſo does tlie wiſdom of GO 1); 
auill declare thy righteouſneſs and thy works ; that, in 
the grand article of juſtification, they ſhall not projit 
thee *, For this purpoſe, nothing is good, nothing 
eilectual, but the actions of one man, that is CHRIST, 

All that we perform, however fpecions it may ſeem, 
is very far ſhort of our elevated rule. Therefore, 
cannot procure the divine favour, or intitle us to th: 
kingdom of heaven.--—Nay,.if GO D ſhould enter into 
judgment with us, on the foot of our own performan- 


ces; He wonld diſcover ſuch defe&s, even in the che- 


ceft inſtances of our obedience, as muſt render them 
matter of condemnation , not meritorious of ap- 
plauſe. 52 : N 

Be pleaſed to obſerve this pen-knife—What can be 
more exquiſitely keen, than the edge; or more nicely 
pokihed, than the blade? But, hew do they appear, 
when beheld through one of thoſe microſcopes ? 

Th Phe edge leſs ſharp than the woodman's ar, 

or rather more blunt than his iron wedge. The poliſh 
reſembles a maſs of coarſe metal, rudely hammered on 
the anvil. : 
Ap. How very delicate is the cambric, which forms 
your ruffles; and gives ſuch an ornamental air to your 
whole dreſs | Nothing can be finer,. than the threads 
or more exact, than the texture. But what is their 
appearance in a microſcopic view? 

"Ther. You would take the fine threads for heinpen 
cords ; and would almoſt be poſitive, that they had 
been wattled: together, by the clumſy hands of the 
hurdle- maker; rather than curiouſly wove, in the art- 
iſt's loom. | | 

Aſp. That lovely piece of enamel, which makes a 
part. of your lady's penſile equipage, quite charms the 


* Tſai. Ivii. 12. | ; 
+ To this aſſrtion St. Cyril, in concert with ſeveral other: fathers, 
bears a very expreſs teſtimony : Aulo nur r ogfaus tg ſa 
Joxwr, worhns. O ailing aporgnoucy , 8. T4 xs Tignpſalorss 


76% B?. e Oxs. Even thoſe of / our actions, which ſeem 


« to be performed in a right manner, could not eſcape cenſure and 
1 blaney is GOD ſhould but flightly examine, and bring them 
eto the telt,”* - ; * b . a 4 7 £83 z "If 
4 k ſpectator, 
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ſpectator, with the juſtneſs of its figure, and the ra- 
diancy of its colours. But— . , 154 | 
Ther. Under the ſcrutiny of this ſearching inſtru- 
ment, it loſs all its elegance; and inſtead of winning our 
admiration, provokes our contempt. It looks like a 
heap of mortar, plaiflered on by the maſon's trowel. 
Asp. Yow ſee then, Theron, what groſs indelicacies, 
what bungling inequalities, this ſupplementary aid ta 
our ſight difcovers, even in the 7 finiſhed works or 
human art. So, and abundantly more, does the im- 
maculate purity of GO D, diſcern imperfections in our 
moſt upright deeds, and moſt guarded hours. 
| Therefore, though .the apoltte could confidently de- 
clare, I know nothing by myſelf; 1 am not conſcious of 


any remiſſneſs, or any untaithſulneſs, in the diſcharge 


of my office. Yet T am not, he adds, thereby juſti/5- 
ed * ; for the LORD is greater than my conſcience, 
and may eſpy many a failure, where I. myſelf can fee 
nothing faulty. | 4 

I aid immaculate ;: and F ought to have ſaid more. 


Angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, are 


endowed with immaculate, but the LORD IE H O- 
VA H is poſſeſſed of infinite purity, —Have you conſi- 
dered this attribute of the GOD HEAD, Theron? 
Ther. L have; and not without amazement at the 
charming, the awful deſcriptions of it, which occur ur 
the ſacred writings. G OD is not only holy, but, as 
the lawgiver of the Jews very ſublimely expreſſes him- 
ſelf, g/orious.in holineſt +. . The ſacred penmen, treat - 
ing of chis illuſtrious perfection, ſeem to labour the im- 
portant point. They, indulge the. loftieſt flights ot 
imagination; they employ the boldeſt figures of ipeech ; 
and add the molt glowing colours of cloquence; not 
without frequent acknowledgments, that all the force 
of language, is abundantly too Aceble, for the unnutter- 
able ſubject. | 
One of the prophets, addrefling the. KING eter- 
pal, immortal, inviſible, breaks out into this -extatic 
exclamation; O LORD, my GOD; my HOLY ONE, 
Thou art of purer eyes, than (to alk, ſhall I ſay? 


® 1 Cor. iv. 4. ＋ Exod. xv. 12. 0 
224 ; \ This 


* 
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This is an aſcription of praiſe, unſpeakably too mean 
for thy ſurpaſſing excellency. Thou art of purer eyes, 
than) t look upon evil, and canſt not bebold iniquity t.— 
Another, wrapt into a prophetic viſion, ſees the ſera- 
phim veiling. their faces, in token of profound humili- 
ation; hears thoſe ſons of ardour and love, crying, in 
loud reſponſive ſtrains z Holy, holy, holy is the LOR D 
GOD of Sabaoth *. So tranſcendently holy, ſays an- 
| er 


- 


* I Hab. i. 13. 

Iſai. vi. 3. The poets, and writers of a bold imagination, are 
particularly fond of machinery; of introducing celeſtial beings, in 
order to give ſome peculiar dignity to their plan, or ſome addition- 
al 0 their ſentiments. With inimitable propriety and em- 
phaſis, is this ſpecies of ſine writing uſed in ſcripture; efpecially in 
the paſſage quoted above. 

Let us conſider The principal object. I ſuw the LORD; the 
ſupreme Judge, and the everlaſting King; manifeſting himſelf to 
the eye of my mind, in a form conſummately venerable, yet em- 
blematical of his future incarnation.— Sitting upon @ throne ; expreſ- 
Gve of that ſovereign power, which ruleth over all, and prefigura- 
tive of that auguſt tribunal, from which he will pronounce the irre- 
verſible ſentenec.— The throne was high and lifted up, like thoſe di- 
vine perfections, which are too high for human comprekention, and 
arc exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. His train, or the (kirts of 
bis robe, filled. the temple. They extended themſelves through all 
the ſacred editice, repreſenting thoſe diſpenſations of mercy and 
judgment, of truth and equity, which pervade heaveo and earth; 
which take their courſe through time, and will be prolonged to eter- 
nity. ? N * 

Leet us obſerve the inferior perſonages. Theſe are the ſeraphim, 
pure and active ſpirits; likened by the Pfſalmiſt to flames of fire; 
ſtyled by the apottle dominions and principalities of heaven; who 
© excel in ſtrength and wiſdom, in every great and ſhining accom- 

pliſhment.— Their attitude. They wait around the K IN G immor- 
tal, ſeated on his throue: they are in the hizheſt.clevations of ho- 
nour, yet at the footſtool of EH OVA H. They fand, are in a 
potture of ſervice; with their wings outſtretehed, ready to fly at the 
firſt ſignal. It is not ſaid, with their eyes reverently caſt down, but 
with their faces covered, to denote the deepeſt ſelf-abaſement ; like 
creatures, that are conſcious and aſhamed of their o meannefs, or 
elle overcome with the iuſuppurtable glorics, which beam from un- 
created majeſty, — Their action. They celebrate, not in eold conver- 
fation, but-with rapturous fongs ; not with ſmgle voices, but in a 
grand choir, ( ern, ſee Pſal- Ixxxvii. 5, 6.); the moſt amiable 
yet tremendons ſanctity of the LO R D Almighty.—Their ſpeech. 
Though imprefied and penetrated with the prodigious theme, they 
attempt not to deſcribe it: Impracticable that, even by the tongues 
of angels! They expreis themſelves, therefore, in the language of 
2 profound 


b 
. 
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other devout worſhipper, is the everlaſting GOD, 
that all created glory is totally eclipſed in his preſence. 
He looketh to the mon, and it ſhineth not + yea, the ſtars 
are not pure in his fight *. And his very angels, thoſe 
refined and exalted intelligences, He chargeth . with „l- 
h t. | 

f * Very majeſtic deſcriptions And pray let us 
obſerve the impreſſions, which ſuch beamings of the 
divine effulgence made upon the ſaints of old. —Moſes, 
drawing near the cloudy pavilion, the preſence-cham- 
ber of the HOLY ONE of lirael, ſays, with emo- 
tions of uncommon dread ; 1 exceedingly fear and 
quake When Job is favoured with ſome peculiar 
manifeſtations of the omnipotent GO D, ſee his poſ- 
ture! Hear his words! I abhbor myſelf; and repent in 
duſt and aſhes ||. How ſtrong is the language! How 


profound adaration ; in repeated, in reiterated acclamations to the 


- incffable attribute; 2 Holy ! Holy -The efeds of the viſion. 


The poſts of the door ſhake at the voice: the ponderons and mag- 
mificent pillars of braſs (ſee 2 Chroo. iii. 19.) tremble like a leaf. 


While cleuds begin 
To darken all the dome, aud ſinoke to roll © 
In duſky preaths, the ſigu of wraih awak'd. 

The fpacious and beautiful houſe, mourning as it were under the 
marks of divine indignation, j ins with the trembling columns, and 
adoring ſcraphs, to tell the thoughtleſs world, What a Jeans thing 
it is, * — into the hands of the ltving G 0 D !/—The prophet him 
ſelf is ſtruck with aſtoniſhment; is overwhelmed with awe; and 
cries out, as a woman in her pangs.” —— Can any thing be more 
enlive.ed and alarming ? more delicatcly or more ſublimely imaged ? 

If I ſhall not treſpaſs upon the reader's patience, I would beg 
leave to add a remark concerning the word ſabaoth, which, though 
2 Hebrew expreſſon, is retained in that admirable hymn, intitled 
Te Deum, and which ſome people, I am inclined to believe, inad- 
vertently coufound with ſabbath. —'The latter ſigniſies the re/t of the 
ſeventh day, and in this connection yields a ſenſe, not very appo- 
fite, and_cmparatively mean: Whereas the former denotes armes 
or hoſts, and furniſhes us with an image, truly grand and majeſtic; 
werthy to be admitted into the ſongs of ſeraphs.— It gloriſies GO O, 
as the great, univerſal, uncontrullable SOVEREIGN; who 
exerciles a ſupreme dominion over all the urders of being, from the 
loſtieſt archangel that ſhines in heaven, to the lowelt reptile that 
era ls in duſt ; who ſays to a legion of cherubs, Go; and they go: 
to a ſwarm of inſects, Come; and they come :—to any, to eve- 
ry creature, Ds this; and they do it. Sce Matt. viii. 9. a 


* Job. zxv. 5, Þ+ Job. iv. 18. |} Heb. xii. az, Job. Ali. 6. 
; OE IHE we deep 


286 THERON any ASPASITO. Dial. 8, 


deep the abaſement! When Ifaiah ſaw the incompre- 
henfible JEHOVAH, fitting upon his throne ; and 
the princes of heaven adoring at his footſtool; ſeized 
with a pang of reverential fear, he cried out; De 7; 
me! am undone! For I am a man f unclean lips 9g! 
When Ezekiel beheld an emblematical repreſentation of 
HIM, who dwelleth in light inacceſſible : when the 
ANCIENT of days, veiled under a human thape, 
appeared to Daniel: though one was a devout prieſt, 
and cach was an eminent prophet ; yet, overwhelmed 
with a mixture of veneration and terror, they both 
fell down at bis feet as dead f. And this, not before 
z full diſplay, but only before a ginge of the GO D- 
HEAD. Which, though partial and tranſient, was 

too dazzlingly bright, for an eye of fleſh to bear. 

O my friend! my Theron! what figure muſt our 
mean performances, our low attainments make, before 
this immenſely glorious GOD ?—Let us examine the 
behaviour and ſpirit of Job, a little more particularly. 
He is one of your favourite examples ; and indeed ve- 
ry deſervedly. For, in piety, he had no ſuperior, and 
no equal; there was none like him in the earth. Yet, 
when he has to do with the MAKER of all things, 
and the UDG E of all men, he pours out his abaſhed 
ſoul in theſe very remarkable profeſſions: I juſtif 
myſelf, my own mouth ſhall condemn me : If ſay 1 am 
perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe *—He declares 
yet farther ; I waſh myſelf in ſnow-water, and make 
my hands never ſo clean, yet ſhalt thou, O righteous and 
eternal GOD, plunge me in the ditch ; manifeſt me, 
notwithſtanding all this care and circumſpection, to be 
a guilty and a filthy creature ; yea, ſo very guilty and 
filthy, that my own clothes, were they ſenſible of the 
pollution, could not but abhor me. 2 

This he confeſſes, not becauſe he was conſcious to 
himſelf of any immorality ; but becauſe his mind was 
filled with the moſt affecting ſenſe of GO D's incon- 
ceivable holineſs, and infinite glory. For, adds the 
venerable ſufferer, He is nit a man as 1 am; but & 


& Ifai. vi. 5. + Fzek. i. 28. Dan. x. 8, 9. 


See Job ix. 20, 21.30, 31, 32. BEING 
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BEING of ſuch extenſive knowledge, that no indi- 
vidual thing can eſcape his diſcernment ; of ſuch ex- 
alted purity, that every ſpot of defilement is loathſome 
in his ſight. For which reaſon, it is abſolutely nnpoſ- 
ſible, that J ſhould anfaver him, with reference to my 
own perſonal righteouſneſs : or that we ſhould come to- 
gether in judgment, on any ſuch footing, without con- 
- tuſion to mylelf, and ruin to my cauſe. 

To all this he ſubjoins, what is ſtill more memorab 
and exemplary : Though I were perfect, yet would I nat 
know my ſoul, I would deſpiſe my life —He ſuppoſes him- 
ſelf in a higher ſtate, than your moſt advanced Chriſ- 
tian; though I were perfect. Vet, even in ſuch a ſtate, 
were it attainable and attained, / would nat know my 
ſoul ; not dwell upon, not plead, no, not ſo much as 
cheriſh a thought of, my own accompliſhments and 
acquirements. In the important buſineſs of juſtifica- 
tion, they ſhould ſtand for cyphers ; they ſhould be 
thrown into ſhades; they ſhould entirely diſappear. —- 
Nay more ; { would deſpiſe my life ; my life, with all 
its moſt ſhining actions and moſt diſtinguithed virtues, 
ſhould be reckoned, inſignificant and deſpicable. Juſt: 
as inſignificant and deſpicable, with reſpect to this * 
tranſaction, as a wandering ſpark would be, if ap- 
pointed to diffuſe day amidſt the darkneſs of night, or 
to produce ſpring amidſt the depths of winter. 5 

Ther. Theſe are alarming hints, Aſpaſio, I muſt 
eonfeſs.—A law, which condemns all vain imagina- 
tions, and every irregular defire ! Which requires an 
exadt and univerſal obedience, both in heart and life 
A GOD of ſuch majeſty, purity, and glory; that 
men of the moſt approved integrity, are overwhelmed 
with confiſſan, in his preſence I fhall conſider them 
at my leiſure, with the attention. they deſerve. At 
preſent, I believe, opportunity is giving us the lip. 
Yonder coach ſeems to be moving this way, and the 
hvery looks like Philander's. 

Aſpaſio, deſirous to fix theſe convictions—which are 
of the utmoſt conſequence to our faith and falvation— 
very deſirous to fix them on his friend's mind, replied. 

Ap. As your viſitants are at a diſtance, give me 
leave to obſerve ; that the wiſeſt of men, attending * 

S 
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the fr? of theſe particulars “, has poured contempt 
upon all human excellency ; There is not a ju man ub. 
on earth, that doeth good, and finneth not f.— The 
apoſtle of CHRIST takes ſhame to himſelf, on the 
ſame account; and teaches all mankind to ſtrike the fil 
of ſelf-conceit ; in many things we offend all t. David, 
conſidering the /atter of theſe points ||, prays with the 
utmoſt earneſtneſs ; Euter not into judgment with thy 
ſervant, © LORD! and aſſigns this humbling reaſon 
for his petition ; for, in thy 72 ſhall no man living be 
juſtified 9. This induced Nehemiah, who had been ſo 
nobly zealous for the honour of his GO D, not to 
confide in his own valuable ſervices, but make applica- 
tion to forgiving goodneſs. Spare me, © LORD, ac- 
cording to thy great mercy ©. | 
Had I ſet before you the example of the poor publi- 
can, who ſmote upon his breaſt ; durſt not lift up his 
eyes to heaven; but cried from the bottom of a pollut- 
ed heart, GOD be merciful to me a ſinner ** ! Self- 
love, might poſſibly bave whiſpered ; “ Surely, I am 
« not be ranked with that abominable wretch. I 
* ſtand upon ſome better footing, than ſuch an infa- 
„ mous offender. With reſpect to the enjoyment 
of eternal life, we ſtand upon no better, upon no 
other. And when ow as that obnoxious deſpiſed crea- 
ture, we are upon the very ſame ground with the 
moſt exalted ſaints. They all appear before the M A- 
JESTY of HEAVEN, in the fame attitude of un- 
feigned humiliation, and with the fame acknowledg- 
ments of utter unworthineſs.— For, it is a certain 
truth, and admits of us exception; that, to juſtify ſin- 
ners, 1s not the privilege of human obedience, but the 
ſole prerogative of the LORD our Righteouſneſs. 
Tier. Is not the practice of Hezekiah an exception 
to your rule? Theſe, if I recollect aright, are the words 
of that holy king ; / beſeech Thee, O LORD, remember 
how IT have walked before Thee in truth, and with a perſcet 
Feart, and have done that which is good in thy fight J. 


The perfection of the divine law. + Eccleſ. vii. 20. 
} James iii. 2. [| The purity of the divine Majeſty. 
S Pſal. exlñi. 2. 1 Neh. iii. 22, Luke xviii. 13. 


+ 2 Kings xx. 3. 
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You ſee, he puts the iſſue of his trial before the everlaſting 
GOD upon his own integrity and his own obedience. 
Aſp. Theſe are his words, but they are not uſed wit li 
thi view. He humbly repreſents before the great 8 O- 
VERETGN of the world, how beneficial his former 
life had been, and how ſerviceable his prolonged lite 
might be, to the beſt intereſts of the Jewith nation. He 
appeals to his obedience, not that he may eſtablith his 
hope of eternal happineſs in heaven; but that he may 
obtain a reprieve.from the grave, and a lengthening of 
his tranquillity on earth. Neither is this obedience 
gloried in, by way of merit; bet only pleaded, by 
way of argument: as though he had ſaid; - Nene 
4 her, gracions GOD, how I have exerted my royal 
« authority, to ſuppreſs idolatry, to extirpate vice, and. 
to promote thy true religion. Confider, how great- 
<< ly thy people ſtand in need of ſuch a vigilant and 
% zealous governor z and to what a miſerable condi- 
tion both church and ſtate may be reduced, if thou 
e takeſt away thy ſervant by this threatened but un- 
ce timely ſtroke. And, for the welfare of Judah, for 


te the honour of thy name, for the ſupport of thy own 
„ worthip, O ſpare me à little 1? 


Aſpaſio pauſed ; expecting a reply.—As Theron 
continued ſilent and muſing, Aſpaſio, with a ſmile of 
benevolence, proceeded. Come, my Theron; why ſo 
deep in thought? Have you any objection to the evi- 
dences I have produced: They are ſome of the mol: 
dignified characters, and il{uftrizus perſonages, that 
could be ſclected from all ages. Kings, princes, and 
patriots! prieſts, ſaints, and martyrs ! Should theſe 
be deemed inſufſicient, I can exhibit a larger and no- 
bler cloud of witnefles—larger, for they are a great 
multitude, which no man can number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues—7ler, for 
they ſtand before the throne, and before the LAMB, 
clothed with white robes, and pals in their hands.—- 
Aſk thoſe ſhining armies, who they are, and whence 
they came? Their anſwer is compriſed in one of m 
favourite portions of ſcripture : one of thoſe delight- 
ful texts, trom which I hope to derive conſolation even 
in my laſt moments. For which reaſon, you will al- 
low me to repeat it, though it may perhaps be men- 

el L B b tioned 
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tioned in a former converſation. Ve are they, who ca; 
out of great tribulation ; and have waſhed our robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the LAMB : therefore 
are we before the throne *. . | 

Some of them laid down their lives for the ſake of 
CHRIST; many of them were eminent for works 
of righteouſneſs ; all of them were endued with real 
holineſs. Vet, none of theſe qualifications conſtitut- 
£d their Taube into the regions of endleſs felicity. 
bey had waſhed their robes ; had fled to the atone- 
ment, and pleaded the merits of JESUS their S A- 
VIOU R.—Hereby they had made them white ; this 
was the canſe of their acquittance from guilt, and 
their complete juſtification. —And therefore, on this 
acccunt, their perions were accepted ; they were pre- 
ſented without ſpot before the throne ; and admitted 
to that fulneſs of joy, which is at GOD's right hand 
for evermore. | 
Fer. I have no objection to your witneſſes. But, me- 
thinks, your doctrine is ſtrangelydeba/ngto human nature. 

Aſp. A ſign, Theron, that it is agreeable to the ſpi- 
Tit and intention of the geſpel. Which is calculated, 
as the eloquent Iſaiah foretold, to humble the ſinner, 
and exalt the SAVIOUR+; The leſtineſt of man 
hall be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be 
made low, and the LORD alone ſhall be exalted in that 
day | : Man, though naturally vain, ſhall be made 
« ſenſible of his numberleſs offences; ſhall acknow- 
« ledge the defects which attend his higheſt attain- 
« ments; ſhall confeſs the impoſſibility of being juſ- 
&« tified by the deeds of the law; and place all his hope 
« upon the propitiatory death, and meritorious obe- 
dience, of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


Rev. vii. 14, 15. 

+ This eorreſponds with a very valuable maxim, which an emi- 
nent divine once recommended to his people, as a touch-ſtcne to 
diſtinguiſh evangelical truth.—That doctrine, he ſaid, which tends 

To humble the ſinner ; a 
> To exalt the SAVIOUR; 
To promote belineſs ; 

That doctrine, which tends to accompliſh all theſe deſigns, you 

may embrace as ſeund. That which is defective in its influence on 


any one of them, you ſhould reject as corrupt. 
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DIALOGUE N. 


HERON, impreſſed with the laſt converſation, 
was very deſirous to reſume the ſubject, and re- 
new the important debate, With this view, he con- 
ducted his friend into a retirement, commodious for 
the purpoſe. | 
They enter a ſpacious /awn, which lay oppoſite to 
the houſe, and opened itſelf in the form of an expand- 
ed fan. The mounds, on either fide, were dreſſed in 
verdure; and ran out in a flanting direction. The 
whole, to an eye placed at a diſtance, bore the reſem- 
blance »f a magnificent vt; contracting, by flow 
degrees, its dimenſions; and leflening, at laſt, into a 
point. Which, the regular and graceful feat, with all 
imaginable dignity, ſupplied. 

— had ſunk the lawn into a gentle decline. On 
whoſe: ample ſides, were oxen browzing, and lambs 
friſking. The luſty droves lowed, as they paſſed ; and 
the thriving flocks bleated welcome mufic in their 
maſter's ear Along the midſt of this verdant ſlope, 
was ſtretched a ſpacious and cxtenfive wall; which. 
coated with gravet, and fenced with pallitadoes, look- 
ed like a plain ftripe of brown, interſecting a carpet of 
the brighteſt green.— At the bottom, two handſome 
canals, copiouily ſtocked with fich, ſometimes floated 
to the breeze; ſometimes {tnod unmoved “ pure as 
* the expanſe of heaven.” The waters, beheld from 
every room in the houſe, had a fine effet upon the 
fight ;. net without a refreſhing influence on the ima- 
gination.— At the extremity of one, was planted a 
itately colonade. The roof, elevated- on pillars of the 
Ionic order; the area ſlabbed with ſtones, neatly rang- 
ed in the diamond-faſhion. Several foreſt- chairs ac- 
commodated the anglers with a ſeat, while the bend- 
ing dome ſupplied them with a ſhade. 

Correſponding, and on the margin of the other ca- 
nal, was erected a ſummer-houſe of a very ſingular kind. 
Ahe lower part had an opening towards the north: 
it was cool; it was gloomy ; and had never ſeen the 
tun. It carried the romantic air of a gretts, or rather 

n B b 2 the 
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the penſive appearance of a bermit*s cell. The outſide 
was coarle and rugged with protuberant ſtones, Part- 
ly overſpręad with ivy, partly covered with moſs, it 
icemed to be. the work of ancient years. You deſcend 
by iteps of turf, and are obliged to ſtoop as you pats 
the door. A. ſcanty iron grate, with certain narrow 
fits in the wall, tranſmit a glimmering light, juſt ſuf- 
hcient to diſcover the inner ſtructure ; which appears 
like ene continued piece of rock-work; a cavern cut 
trom the ſurrounding quarry.—Ateve, hung an irregu- 
lar arch, with an aſpect that ſeemed to preſage a fall, 
und more than ſeemed to alarm the ſtranger.  Bel:xv, 
lay a paving of homely pebbles ; in ſome places a little 
turrowed, as though it had been worn by the frequent 
tread of ſolitary feet. All araund, were ruſticity and 
tolemmity ; ſolemnity, never more viſibly ſeen than 
through a gloom. —The furniture of the ſame groteſque 
tathion with the apartment z a bench hewed, you would 
ſuſpect, by nature's chizzel, out of the ſolid ſtone ; a 
ſort of couch, compoſed of ſwelling moſs, and ſmall fi- 
brous roots. From one corner, trickled a pure ſpring, 
Which crept, with a bubbling mcan, along the chan- 
neled floor, till its current was collected into a baſon, 
rudely ſcooped from the ground. On the edge of this 
little receptacle, lay chained a ruſty bow], and over it 
flood an antique worm-eaten table.—On the leaſt ob- 
icure part of the wall, you diſcern, dim diſcern, a 
parchment-ſcroll, inſcribed with that ſage, but morti- 
tying admonition, VaxITT or VAniTiIEs! ALL 1s Va- 
NITY | 8 

Over this receſs, ſo pleaſingly horrid, and adapted 
to ſolemn mulings, aroſe an open and airy belvidere. 
You aſcend by winding ſtairs, and, coming from the 
wncouth abode below, are ſweetly ſurpriſed with an /- 
gant hexagon: The cieling lofty, and decorated with 
the ſofteſt, richeſt, almoſt flowing fret-work. The wain- 
ſcot, in large pannels of oak, retained its native au- 
burn; ſo beautifully plain, that, like an amiable coun- 
tenance, it would have been disfigured, rather than im- 
proved, by the molt coitly paint. On this were diſpoſ- 
ed, in gilded frames, and to great advantage, a va- 
ricty of entertaining /and/capes. But none ſurpaſſed, none 
. ö 4 equalled, 
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equalled, all were a foil to, the noble lovely views, 
which the windows commanded. —The chimney- piece, 
of white ſhining marble, ſtreaked with veins of vivid 
red. Over it was carved a fine feſtoon of artificial, in 
it was ranged a choice collection of natural flowers.— 
Ou a table of gloſſy. walnut lay a portable teleicope, at- 
tended with Thomſon's Seaſons, and Vanierii Predium 
Ruſticum . | | | 
The whole was fitted up in the higheſt taſte, and fur- 
niſhed with every pleaſurable ornament; on purpoſe to 
harmonize with that /avi/h gaiety, which ſeemed to 
ſmile over all the face of nature; on purpoſe to corre- 
fpond- with: that vernal delight, which came breathing 
on the wings of every fragrant gale; I. may add, on 
purpoſe to remind the beholder of thoſe immortal man- 

Lanc, which are decorated with images infinitely more 
ſplendid, wich objects unſpeakably more glorious; where 
koly beings will ſpend, not a: few vacant hours in re- 
fined amuſement, but a boundleſs eternity in the con- 
ſummation of joy.— For, to a well-turned mind, na- 
ture is a preceptor; and theſe are her inſtructive leſſons. 
To the pure in heart, even ſenſe is edifying; and thele 
are its delicate moralities. 

The redundant waters of the canal rolled off in a 
ſpreading caſcade ; which, tumbling from many a little 
precipice,. ſoothed the air with a. ſymphony of ſoft and 
gurgling ſounds ;. nor ever intermitted the obliging ot- 
Ace, 


From morn to noon, from noon to dewy eve. 


But when the fanning breezes. dropt their wings; when 
the feathered choir were huſhed in ſleep; hen not ſo 
much as a chirping graſhopper was heard throughont 
rhe meads; this liquid inſtrument ſtill played its els ; 


* Vanierii Prædinm Rut icum — A moſt elegant Latin poem ; 
which treats of every remarkable peculiarity, relating to the buil- 
neſs of a conntry-life, or the furniture of a countrv- ſen. It en- 
tertains us with a deſtription of the moſt agreeable objects; in an 
eaſy flow, of the pureſt language, and mall. e numbers. 

It is, Ithiak, one continued beauty; ſuperior to every thing of 
the kind I have met with among the moderns, and ſcarcely, if at 
all, unworthy the firſt genius of the Anguſtan age. Uni Firgilio 
ſecundas, et pane par. | "FRM | 
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ſtill purſued its buſy way, and warbled, as it flowed, 
melodious murmurs. | ; 

Aſp. Such, Theron, ſo uniform, uninterrupted, and 
invariable, ſhould be our conformity to the precepts of 
the law.— But alas! thoſe ſacred precepts are ſo ex- 
ceedingly broad, that the molt enlarged human obedience, 
is far from being commenſurate to their extent; ſo ab- 


ſelutely hely, that our higheſt attainments fall vaſtly ſliort 


of their exalted perfection.— How then ean we expect 
juſtification from ſuch a conſummate rule? How dare 
we place any dependence upon ſuch imperfect duties? 

When you was pleading for ſuch a method of jultifi- 
cation, you put me in mind of the conſul Mummius. 
I could not but think of thoſe memorable orders, which 
be gave the merchant, who undertook to convey his 
Ene Grecian ſtatues to Rome. 

Ther. Inſtead of the conſul, you ſhould have ſaid the 
clown Mummius. No clown ever diſcovered a more 
2 and indelicate taſte, than that illuſtrious booby. 

dor any one to talk of making new antiques *, was fol- 
ly and nonſenſe to the laſt degree. But is it equally ab- 
ſurd for us, to talk of regaining and ſecuring the fa- 


* Mummius was general of the Roman army, and, on account 
of his fignal victories in Achaia, ſurnamed Achaicus. "Fhough a 
ſuccefsful warrior, he was no very acute connoifleur. Of this, the 
tzory to which Aſpaſio refers is a pretty evident proof. Having 
conquered and plundered the city of Corinth, there was found: 
_—_— ſpoils a moſt curious collection of pictures and ſtatues, 

by the ableſt hands, and greateſt maſters, that Greece it- 
ſelf had produred. What ſhall he do with theſe incomparable re- 
mains of antiquity ? He reſolves, forſcoth, upon tranſmitting them to 
Rome, that they may make a ſhew on the day of his triumph. As 
water- carriage was moſt convenient, he agrees with the captain of a 
xellel, ebarges him to take particular care of the freight, and adds, 
very ſeriouſly adds, that, in c-/e they were loſt in their * paſſage, he: 
would oblige him to provide neui ones : A ſaying, deſervedly ridicul- 
ed by all men of ſenſe, us a moſt egregious ſoleciſm in taſte and de- 
licacy. | 
Demens I gui nimbas et non imitabile fulmen 
Ere et cornipedum curſu ſimularet equorum. V:iRG. 


It this reprehenſion of the poet is applicable to Mummius, and his. 
itl-judged menace, how much more juſtly may it be applicd. to The- 
yon, and his ſeF-jultifyiong ſentiments. 


your 


Dial. 9. THE RON any ASPASIO: 295 


your of GOD by our repentance, our reformation, 
our holy duties? 

. Aſp: 1 ſee very little odds in the caſe, truly; becauſe 
the means, which you would uſe, are impracticable; 
and the end, at which you aim, is unattainable, unleſs 


One greater man 


| Reftore us, and regain the bliſsful ſeat. 


Milton, you obſerve, had no notion of man's reſtoring 
himſelf, or regaining the favour of GOD by his own 
reformation. Such an attempt, according to his way 
of thinking, were ſomewhat like the, conceit of makin 
new antiques.—W hat hand could give us Jupiter, in: 
his commanding majeſty, but the hand of Phidias ? 
What pencil could ſhew us Venus, in all her attractive 
beauty, but the pencil of Apelles ? Much more may we 
aſk, What obedience could equal the perfection of the 
divine law, but the obedience of CHRIST? Or what 
expedient can reconcile ſinners to their offended G OD, 
but only the blood and righteouſneſs of his beloved 
SON? | 

Ther. Pray, let me aſk in my turn—Becauſe man- 
kind are incapable of pleaſing their MAKER, by 
yielding an abſolute and invariable obedience to the mo- 
ral law, does it follow from thence, that they cannot 
render themſelves acceptable to him, by an univerſal 
courſe of fincere obedience ? 

Aſp. I think it follows from what has been already 
Js: tha If you deſire new arguments, they are at 

nd. - 

The law, ſays the teacher of the Gentiles, ir the mini- 
ftration of death. How can this be true, if it requires 
no more than a finrcere obedience ; ſuch as is propor- 
tioned to our infirm ſtate ? If this be ſufficient to juſti- 
fy, and intitle us to our CREATO R's favour, the 
law ceaſes to be the miniſtration of condemnation ; it 


® 2 Cor. iii, 7. In this place, I apprehend, the apoſtle means the 
moral law, and that principally ; as that alone was written and en- 
graven on ſtones, Elſewhere, I believe, he uſes the word in a larger 


ſenſe, and intends to exclude al} law whatever from bearing any 
Mare in our juſtification, 


becomes 
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becomes (which is: flatly contradiory to the apoſtle's 
doctrine) the miniſtration of righteouſneſs. 

The law eis ſtyled, by the ſame inſpired teacher, 7 
ſchoaolmaſter to bring us to CHRIST TH. How can it, 
upon your ſuppoſition, be qualified for fach an office ? 
It a ſincere obedience be the whole of its demands, it 
can no longer direct us to CHRIST; it will no long- 
er deliver us over to a REDEEME R's merit, but 
muſt engage and attach us to rte teaching us to look 
upon its precepts, and our own conſcientious obſer- 
vance of them, as the tenure of eternal life. 

Do you inſiſt upon a third proof? A third preſents 
itſelf ; not ſo much founded on argumentation, as de- 
duced from example. How was Abraham , the 
friend of GO D, and father of the faithful, juſtified ? 
By a courſe of ſincere, or by many acts of heroic obe- 
dience? No; but by faith in the promiſed ME 8- 
SIAH. Abraham worked not, with a view to obtain 
juſtification, hut believed on him, who juftifieth the unged- 
5. How was David , the man after GO D's own 


heart, 


+ Gal. in. 24. Naaſwy@®-, A ſchoolmaſter: who pretends not 
to. finiſb the education of youth, but directs them to, and preparcs 
them for higher ſtudies, or noblen employs. The law, in like man- 
ner, aims not at furniſhing us with a title to eternal happineſs, but 
di and difeiplines us for the all-ſuffcient REDEEMER, and 
his free ſalvation. | 
Some have thought, that eg X ſignifies Until the coming of 
CHRIST. But this will hardly conſiſt with the genius of the A 
guage, or with the import of the N That we might be 
Juſtified by faith. —Beſides, this would confine the efficacy of the law 
to that period of time, which preceded our LORD's incarnation ; 
whereas it f il dbes, and always will act, (until this corruptible 
ſhall put on incorruption), in a way of. ſubſerviency to his merits. 
_ *® Theſe two examples are with the greateſt judgment ſelected, 
and with the utmoſt propriety applied. Rom. iv. r, &c. Rom. iv. 
6, &c.—Abraham was the moſt illuſtrious pattern of piety among 
the Jewiſh patriarohs :. I glory there was none like him, Ecctus xliv. 
19. David was the moſt zealous and ſeraphie of the Jewiſh kings: 
A man after GOD own heart, 1 Sam. xiii. 14.— f neither of theſe 
diſtinguiſhed perſonages was jnſtified by his own obedience, but cach 
by an imputed righteouſneſs; if they both obtained acceptance with 
GOD, not as wpripht beings, who might claim it, but as / 
creatures, who muſt implore it; the conſequence is glaring. It is 
ſuch, as mult ſtrike every attentive underſtanding; muſt affect eve- 


ry individual perſon ; and feclude all manner of works, even ihe 
8 
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heart, juſtified? By his zeal for his CRE AT OR's 


glory, or by his eminent ſervices to his ſellow-crea- 
tures? No; but by a „ wETIo imputed; even that 
righteouſneſs of the bleſſed REDEEMER, through 
which iniquity is forgiven, and ſin pardoned. —Ang cn 
we be ſaid to walk humbly, or can we be thought to 
walk ſurely, if, refuſing to tread in the ſteps of theſe 
exemplary ſaints, we divert into a path of our own de- 
viſing? | 

Thr. « Of our own deviſing !”—No, my friend: 
There is a milder law introduced by the goſpel, conde- 
ſcending and merciful to our infirmities, which accepts 
of ſincerity inſtead of perfect obedience ? 

Aſp. When was this milder law introduced, and the 
ſtricter abrogated ?—Not upon the entrance of fin, I 
preſume. At this rate, the original law muſt be the 
creature of a few days, perhaps of a few hours only. 
But can we imagine, that the all-wite and unchange- 
able GOD would ordain a ſyſtem of precepts, to be 

diſannulled as ſoon as enacted ? Not in our LO RD's 
time, I am very certain. That holy commandment, 
which requires ſapreme love to GO D, and perfect cha- 
rity to men, he aſſures us, was ſtill in force *. Nay, it 
is evident, from the nature of the DEITY, and from 
our relation to one another, that it always will be in 
ve that it never can ceale, but is neceſſary and ever- 
mung. | 
«6 A milder law, condeſcending to our infirmities” — 
What can be the purport of ſuch an inſtitution? It mult 
be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the following language; · Be it 
© known unto you, O children of Adam, that you are 
„no longer injoined to love the LOR D with all your 
6 {trength, nor to love your neighbour as yourſelves. 
« —Oxce, indeed, I inſiſted upon abſolute purity of 
heart; zow I can diſpenſe with ſome degree of evil 
« concupiſcence. Since CHRIST is come, and his. 
„ goſpel preached, you need not always be clothed 
« with humility, but may feel ſome little emotions of 
« pride.—la ſhort, becauſe you are weak, I will con- 


of the higheſt ſaint, from any the leaſt degree of ingrediency into 
jultificati.n. we * ” 


Mat. xxii. 37, 38, 39. 2 
nives 
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nue, or even accommodate my demands to your en- 
« feebled and depraved condition.“ 
Not to urge, (what muſt be ſhocking to every ear), 
that ſuch a doctrine would make the HOLY ONE 
of GOD a miniſter of fin, and the goſpel of our ſalva- 
tion a patent for licentiouſneſs. Let me only alk— 
Does this agree with our LO RD's declaration, One 
at or tittle' ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till all he 
fulfilled * ?—Is this ſuitable to the perfections of the di- 
vine LEGISLATOR, with whom is no variable 
neſs, nor ſhadow of turning F — Will this confilt with 
the avowed reſolution of the almighty JE HOVAH, 
He will magnify the law, and mate it honourable | ? 
Ther. However you may decry what I call the mild- 
er law, St. Paul aſſerts it to be the Chriſtian ſcheme. 
This he ſtrenuouſly argues for, as the only ſcheme by 
which any man can be juſtiſied in the fight of G0 D. 
- Aſp. Does he, Theron? In what epiſtle? What 
chapter? What verſe ?—He ſays, addreſſing himſelf to 
the Galatian converts, / do not ſrufirate the grace , 
-GOD; for, if righteouſneſs came by the law, CHRIST 
is dead in vain [l. From which paſſage we learn two 
very momentous truths. That, were we to derive a 
juitifying righteouſneſs ſrom the law, this would not 
only be derogatory to the honour of grace, but ſabver /ro? 
of its very being.—-That,. by feeking juitificaticn 
through our.own conſcientious behaviour, we make, as 
far as in us lies, the death of CHRIST a vai thing; 
for which there was no occaſion, and of which there is 
no uſe. 
Jo the ſame purpoſe it is written in that invaluable 
epiſtle to the Romans 9g, IF they which are of the law be 
heirs.; if they, who truſt to their own performances of 
the Jaw, are thereby intitled to the heavenly inheri- 
tance; faith ir made void, ard the promiſe made of none 
effect See now, my friend, the tendency of your opi- 
nion I It is not à mere ſpeculative miſtake ; an error of 
inconſiderable conſequence ; but ſuch. as ſtrikes at the 


fundamentals of the goſpel. Inſtead of being the on. 


* Matt. v. 18. | + James i. 17. 1 Iſai. xlii. 2. | 
j Gal. ii. 23. & Rom. iv. 14. : ; 
| : Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian ſcheme, it totally overthrows + Chriſtianity it- 
ſelf : for it would render the promiſe abortive, and 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of faith; it would deſtroy the 
very exiſtence of grace, and make even the death of 
CHRIST a ſuperfluous tranſaction. 

Ther. This I fee, Aſpaſio, that the method of ob- 
taining acceptance on account ot our own ſincerity is 4 
benign expedient; ſuch as correſponds with the com- 
paſſionate nature of the DELTY, and is, what the 
apoltle ſtyles, being juſtified by faith, withcut the deeds of 
the law. | | 

Aſp. How ! To be juſtified by faith, and juſtified by 
ſincerity, the /ame thing !—Is it poſſible ?—Let me il- 
Jaſtrate my query by a ſimilitude, which our preſent 
ſituation ſuggeſts. - Sometimes an eaſy compariſon is 
more convincing than a laboured argument. 

From this pleaſing eminence, we command an ex- 
tenſive view of the country. Our eye connects the art- 
leſs grandeur of nature, with the elegant embelliſhments 
of the ſummer-houie : Nor is the public road the leaſt 
entertaining part of the ſcene ; becauſe it preſents us 
with u moving picture; with a perpetual ſucceflion of 
new objects. How many travellers have paſſed in re- 
view, ſince we took our feat in this agreeable elevation! 
Juſt at this inſtant, a ſage- coach bolts out of the lane 
filled, I ſuppoſe, with paſſengers, that refide in the 
neighbourhood, or are to lodge in the next market- 
town. We will ſuppoſe them ſet down at their journey's 
end. An acquaintance viſits them; congratulates them 
on their arrival; and aſks that cuitomary queſtion, 


+ St. Paul ſays of thoſe preachers, who taught juſtification by the 
works of the law, They would pervert, or (as the ori inal tale g:. 
may be tranſlated) ſubvert and overthrow i he geſpel of CHRIST. 
To pervert, give a wrong turn, or a falſe colour, ſcems nat to en- 
preis fully the apoſtle's idea, nor to preſerve the native erergy of 
his argument. The Greck word is equivalent to the Hebrew In, 
which we generally render evertere. Gal. i. 3. 

It may be worth our while to tranſcribe Beza's deſcant upon the 
paſſage; which is no leſs pertinent, than it is imp rtant : Sid 
enim magis contrarium eſt fidei, five gratuite juſfijicationt, quam j Hti- 
ficatio ex lege, ſive merius, non CHRISTI ſed noftris? Ilague que 1 
lunt iſta duo conciliare, magis etiam ſunt ineplt, gam ft quis conetur 
lucem cum tenebiis, mortem cum vitd conjungere. 


«© How 
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«© How they came? “ We came,” ſay they, © with- 
„ out walking a ſtep ourſelves ; yet by walking as far 
„% as we were able.” —Is this anſwer intelligible ? Are 
theſe ſentiments conſiſtent ? So intelligible is my friend's 
doctrine. So conſiſtent is juſtification, vouchſafed w1h- 
out the deeds of the law ; and juſtification obtained, by 
performing the deeds of the law, as well as we are able. 

Ther. Without the law, ſignifies, without the neceſ- 
ſity of an exact and unerring conformity to it. 

Aſp. This is not avithout, but by the law, qualified in 
the rigour of its demands, and departing ſomewhat from 
the perfection of its precepts. Could you affirm, with 
any propriety, that this part of the hemiſphere is a- 
. out the ſun 5 becauſe, an intervening cloud has mode- 
rated its fervour, and abated its glare. 

What fays the apoſtle? His words in another place 
will determine his meaning in this. If a ſtate of accept- 
ance with GOD, be / works ; be referable to our 
own obedience, whether ſincere or perfect; it i 79 more 1 
grace; no more the effe& of free favour, but a recom- 
pence owing to worth, or a reward bclonging to worth, 
Works and grace, in point of juſtification, are irre— 
. concilable oppoſites f. On this pinnacle they cannot 
ſtand together. One maſt ſupplant and overthrow the 
other. FE; 

But why do I ſpeak of grace? If my friend's opinion 
prevail, grace is at an end. What we took to be the 
goſpel, turns out a covenant of works? Salvation ceal- 
es to be a free gift, and becomes a neceffary payment. 
For, to him that werketh, that performeth what the law 
requires, is the reward not reckened of grace; but he may 
claim it as his due; it mult be paid Fins as matter / 


debt f. 


Rom. xi. 6. The paſſage produced by Aſpalio, refers immedi- 
etely to the doctriae of election, and but remotely to the privilege of 
juſtification. However, as the former includes the latter, if that e 
perfectly free, this cannot be the conſequence of works. The argu- 
ment, therefore, I apprehend, is concluſtve, though the proof is not 
fo direct. | 

+ E diametro inter fe opponuntur, Moſes & JESUS CHRISTUS: 
lex & promiſſio: facere & credere : opera & ſides : merces & denum. 


BEN GEIL. 
Rom iv. 4. 
Ther, 


C 
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- Ther. You take no notice of what I urged, concern- 
ing the benignity of this ſcheme ; and how much it mag- 
nifies the clemency of the great LEGISLATOR, 

Aſp. But why ſhould clemency erect its throne on 
the ruins of almolt every other attribute ?—This method 
would diſhonour the veracity of GOD; which has de- 
nounced a curſe, upon every deviation from his revealed 
will.— It would depreciate the adminitration of his juſ- 
tice ; which cannot but puniſh, whatever violates his ſa- 
cred precepts. It would greatly derogate from the dig- 
nity of his law; and make it a mere thing of wax. To 
bend, and truckle, and take its form from the ſun and 
weakneſs of human nature. 

Ther. Will the divine law then make no favourable 
allowance for human infirmities, for conſtitutional faults, 
and ſtrength of paſſion? 

Aſp. Far be it from me to repreſent the law of the 
MOST HIGH, either more ſtrict, or more yield- 
ing, than it really is. To avoid all poſſibility of ſuch 
a miſtake, let us hear the declaration of the law itſelf. 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things, which 
are written in the book of the law to do them“. 

Every one; without any exception of perſons; with- 
out any regard to pleas, either, of human weakneſs, or 
violent temptation.—T hat continueth not; it is not enough 
to obſerve theſe holy commandments, in the general te- 
nour of our converſation. Our courſe of — muſt 


be without any intermiſſion; from the earlieſt dawn of 


reaſon, to the lateſt period of life. — In all things we 
muſt refrain from all the ſins that are forbidden, and 
from every approach towards them. We muſt practiſe 
all the virtues that are enjoined, and in their full ex- 
tent of perfection. Tow 
In a word; the law inſiſts upon obedience, perfect in 
its principle; perfect in all its parts; perfect in every de- 
greez and in each of theſe reſpects perpetual f.— The 
| lea 


* Gal. iii. 10. 


T That the law inſiſts upon an obedience abſolutely perfect, will 


be farther evident to the attentive reader, if he conſiders the tenour 
of St Paul's argumentation, in his epiſtle to the Romans, and to 
the Galatians, Particularly Rom. iii, 23. iv. 15. Gal. iti. 21. 
Vol. I. Ce Which 
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leaſt deficiency in any one particular, renders us liable 
to vengeance; and, notwithſtanding any ſorrow for 
tranſgreſſions, notwithſtanding all pretenſions to ſince- 
rity of heart, conſigns us over to the curſe. 

Theron pauſed—he ſeemed to be ſtruck with ſurpritc, 
— But, rallying his thoughts, replied. According to 
your interpretation, this is the language of the law ; 
curſed is every one, that is chargeable with the /za/? ſin. 
Nay, curſed is every one, that is not perfectly righte- 
ous, But if % be the ſenſe of the paſſage, who of all 
fleſh can be ſaved ? . 

Aſp. Say rather; if the demands of the divine law 
are ſo wonderfully high; if its ſanction is ſo awfully ri- 
gorous ; then mult every mouth be ſtopped—then is all 
the world become guilty before GO D—and, by / 
works of the law "hall no mam living be juſtified. 

Ther. « Curſed is every one, that is chargeable with 
« the leaſt fin; that is not perfectly righteous.” I am 
aſtoniſhed at the thought! How wretched then is the 
Nate of mankind !- * 

Aſp. Extremely wretched. And ſo much the more, 
becauſe they are folding their hands in a liſtleſs and gay 
inſenſibility; when they ſhould be lifting them up to 
GOD, tor deliverance from the wrath to come. Be- 
cauſe, they are ileeping in a falſe ſecurity, or dreaming 
in preſumptuous hope ; while they ſhould be flying to 
the ſtrong-hold, and eſcaping for their life; even tor 
the life of their immortal fouls. 

The ftate of mankind is moſt truly deſcribed by the 
prophet. The curſe of GO D, like a tremendous jre, 
is kindled all arouad them, yet they know it not; it burns, 
fiercer than ten thouſand fiery furnaces, yet they lay it 
not to heart *,_O! that the terrors of the LORD, 
and the voice of conſcience, may awaken them, may 
rouſe them, before it be too late 12 

Ther. Will not ſuch exceſſively ſevere doctrine drive 
people to deſpair ? | * 
Which paſlages imply, what Chryſoſtom expreſſes; Ax Ag wr 27 
T,xauo? Jürgen, w ve, 4 A,]. Te % 


Tu eee Toreler* ovxss Na y Fixaterury cin · Tom. III. 
pag. 148. Edit. Savil. 
| | 49. 
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Aſp. It may. It ought.— This, I apprehend, in- 
creaſes your aſtoniſhment, —But allow me to explain 
myſelf, A deſpair, I mean, of being reconciled to the 
almighty GOD, and of rene. eternal happineſs, 
by any ſatisfaction or any duties of our own. This de- 
ſpair is the prelude to heavenly hope, and holy joy. 
The goſpel is a gracious proviſion, made by the ſu- 
preme royal prerogative, for ſuch deſperate ſouls. In 
this deſpair, I am willing to live, and deſirous to die, 
- Ther. Now you mention willing, how can you forget 
that gracious manifeſto, publiſhed by the condeſcending 
KI NG of heaven; {/ there be fir/t a willing mind, it is 
accepted, according to what a man hath, not according to 
 avhat he hath nat. Is it not plain from this text, that 
infinite Goodneſs will admit our honeſt, though imper- 
fect endeavours? And, ſince we are not able to pay an 
winning, will mercifully accept our he obedience. 

Ap dp not forget, but poſſibly my friend may miſ- 
apply the gracious manifeſto. —To whom was the word 
of this conſolation ſent? To true behevers ; who were 
eftabliſhed in CHRIST + ; were ſandtified in CHRIST Þ ; 
and abounded in faith ||.—If you likewiſe, my dear The- 
ron, acknowledge yourſelf a vile ſinner in your worſt, 
and an unprofitable ſervant in your beſt eſtate; if, is 
conſequence of this acknowledgment, you fly for re- 
fuge to the wonnds of a crucified SAVIOUR; and 
rely, for ſalvation, only on his obedience unto death: 
then, you imitate thoſe Corinthian converts. Then 
you may apply that indulgent declaration to yourſelf. 
And then would I venture to addreſs you, in the ele- 
gant and cheering language of the royal PREACHER; 
Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine 
"with a merry heart; far GOD now accepteth F both 


thy perſon, and thy performances. 
But, 


| ® 2 Cor. viii. 13. + 2 Cor. i. 21. } 1 Cor. i. 2 
| 2 Cor. viii. 7. 5 
$ Ecclef. ix. 75.—Aſpaſio's remark diſcovers an ambiguity in the 

word accepted. — If people mean, that ſincere obedience ſhall be ac- 
cepted, as their juſtifying righteouſneſs ; as that which conftitutes their 
title to everlaſting felicity ; the propoſition is extremely falſe.— Ir 

they mean; that the IIS of juſtified perſons, though 

C 2 very 


AN 
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But, if you overlook the righteouſneſs of the bleſſed , 
JESUS; if you depend upon yourſelf and your own 
attainments; you are (how ſhall I ſpeak it!) not ac- 
cepted, but accurſed. In ſuch a caſe, you have alrea- 
dy heard your doom denounced, by the leader of the 
Jews. You may hear it ratified, by the apoſtle of the 
Gentiles. As many as are of the works of the law, who 
ſeek juſtification by their own obſervance of. its com- 
mands, are under the curſe *. 

Ther. Under the curſe! Not becauſe we preſumptu- 
ouſly tranſgreſs; only becauſe, our attempts to obey, 
though faithfully exerted, are attended with defects! Is 
not this unreaſonable and ſhocking ?—Unreafonatle, 
that the GOD of juſtice ſhould eſtabliſh a law of ſuch 
conſummate perfection, as no child of Adam can, even 
with his utmoſt aſſiduity and care, fulfil? Shoc&ing, that 
the GOD of mercy ſhould thunder out ſo ſevere a de- 
nunciation, on the leaſt inadvertent breach, on every 
unavoidable failure ?—This exceeds the relentleſs rigour 
of Draco, or the tyrannical impoſitions of the Egyptian 
taſk - maſters. Draco is ſaid to have written his laws in 

blood. Yet his inſtitutions, though very difficult ro be 
obſerved, were not abſolutely impracticable. And, 
though the Egyptian taſk-malters inſiſted upon the full 
tale of bricks, without allowing the full proportion of 
ſtraw, yet the puniſhment they inflicted, was incompa- 
rably leſs than everlaſting deſtruction, 

Aſp. The leaſt breach !—You take it then for grant- 
ed, that ſome violations of duty are ſinall and inconſi- 
derable. But this extent and ſeverity of the divine Jaw, 
concur to correct every ſuch miſtaken apprehenſion. 


very imperfe@ in itſelf, ſhall be graciouſly regarded in CHRIST; 
ſhall find favour through his all-recommending merit ; the ſentiment 
is unqueſtionably true. | 
When Tigranes ſaw the reſolute and intrepid Lucullus marching 
up, with a handful of men, to attack his hundreds of thouſands; he 
ſaid, with an air of raillery ; Do they come as ambaſſadors? Then they 
are a great number. Do they advance as enemies? Then they are very 
few. With much greater propriety may Aſpalio ſay; Is ſincerity 
the effe of faith? Then we may rejoice in it, with the happy apo- 
ſtle, 2 Cor. i. 12. Would ſincerity be the condition of our juſtiſica- 
tion ? Then we muſt renounce it, with holy Job, chap. is. 15. 
| Gal. iii. 10. | | 
They 


© / ws * _— 
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They inform us, that thoſe ſins, in which the light of 
nature could diſcern but little turpitude ; that thoſe ſins 
of which the voice of reaſon would be apt to ſay, I if 
not a little one? even thoſe ſins are unſpeakably odious, 
and intolerably loathſome, - in the eye of JEHOVAH. 
His nature is ſo pure, and his will ſo righteous, that 
he cannot away with any fin; he will not ſpare. any 
tranſgreſſion; but pronounces a curſe, even the curſe of 
everlaſting condemnation, upon all iniquity. —This be- 
ſpeaks purity and a juſtice, worthy of G OD; great, 
tranſcendent, and deeply to be revered. Made ſenſible 
of this, we ſhall cry out with the Pſalmiſt; My fe/p 
trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy judg- 
gents. | | 

But this ſeverity, you imagine, claſhes with the love- 
ly attribute of mercy, —If GOD Almighty,. m deli- 
vering his law to fallen mankind, intended to propoſe 
the means of their juſtification, I own, your argument 
would be valid, and your inference undeniable. But the 
Svexeme LEGISLATOR had a very different, a far 
more myſterious deſign.— However, before we proceed 
to touch. upon this point, let me deſire to know yaur - 
opinion. | | 

For what reaſons, think you, was the law ordaingd ? 
Dyer. For what reaſons To deter men from the 
commiſſion of vice, and excite them to the practice of 
virtue. To ſet before them a rule for their conduct; 
which if they diligently obſerve, they ſhall be rewarded 
with eternal happineſs ; which if they preſumptuouſly 
tranſgreſs, they ſhall be puniſhed with eternal miſery. 
: Ah. If man had never fallen, this doctrine had 
been ſound divinity; and this method a practicable 
ſcheme. But, ever ſince the fall, ſuch a way of ſalva- 
tion is ſomewhat Hke the north- ea paſſage. As moun- 
tains of ice, and the ſevereſt rigours of winter, block 
75. fo, extreme impotence in man, and the utmo 
perfection in the law, bar up hat. The law, ſaith the 
apoſtle, was weakt* ; was abſolutely unable to juſtify 


Rom. viii. 3. Te d, T ous, ſays the apoſtle. Which 
reads flat in our verſion, what the law could not do. But is, in the 
original, a vigorous phraſe, and expreſſes an atter impoſſibility. 

" Cc 3 - 
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mankind, or any individual perſon. Unable, not through 
any defect in its conſtitutions, but thro22gh the fleſb; 
through the corruption and infirmity of human nature. 

Therefore, in another place he adds; Ir there hal 
been a law given, which gould have given liſes. A way 
of ſpeaking: which denotes, not a difficulty, but an 7: 
peſſibility. Exactly like that ſpeech of JEHOVAH to 
Abraham; Fr a man can number the duſt of the earth ÞF.—- 
Should you aſk, Why the law could not give a title to 
life? I | anſwer, becauſe jallen man was incapable of 
fulfilling its precepts. —And why was he incapable ? Be. 
cauſe thoſe precepts: required perfection; inſiſted on per- 
fection; and would admit of.no obedience, which came 
ſhort of perfection , to pals for a juſtifying righteouſneſs, 


So man could not the moral part 
Perform, and not performing, cannot live |. 


This is a truth; much to be regarded. It is a fun- 
damental point, and of the utmoſt conſequence, in the 
ſcheme of Chriſtianity. Vet, I know not how it is, 
many people have overlooked it, or- miſtaken it. Many 
well-meaning people have unwarily entertained the fame 
notion with my Theron. Not apprehenſive, that they 
fruſtrate hereby the grace of GO D; and render it ot 
none effect with regard to themſelves. —If you examine 
the ſcriptural account of the law, you will find it quite 
of another ſtrain. a 


| Gal. iii. 21. + Gen. xiti. 16. | 

t This, and every material article relating to the grand ſubject of 
Juſtification, are clearly ſtated, folidly eſtabliſhed, and, 1 think, un- 
anſwerably defended, in a little treatiſe entitled, A vindicaticn of the 
eternal lau- aud everlaſting goſpel, by Mr. John Beart. When my 
Dialogues were firſt publilhed, I was unacquainted with this molt 

excellent treatiſe. Iam obliged to a benevolent lady, for recom- 
mending it to me, and furniſhing me with it. Who has, at her own 
expence, reprinted the work; in order to diſtribute it among her 
friends, and beſtow it upon the poor: by which ſhe does an bo- 
nour to her own judgment, as well as a {jngular fcrvice to the Chriſ- 
tian cauſe, I have met with nothing more ſatisfactory, or more 
convincing Nothing ſo conciſe, and at the ſame time fo compre- 
- henfive. Whoever has this book, has the very ſinews of the argu- 

ment, and the very marrow of the doctrine. 

| {| MiLTON, Book XII. 298. | 
| | | Ther. 


whenever thoſe bivixk OracLes ſpeak, I am all atten» 
tion: where-ever they interpoſe their authority, I am 
all ſubmiſſion. | 

Aſp. By the law is the knowledge of fn. Far from 
being our juſtifier, it is our accuſer. It arraigng and 
proves us guilty. It demonſtrates, beyond all poſſibili- 
ty of contradiction, that the very beſt among us, have 
failed and come ſhort of our duty; nay, that the very 
beſt among us, have done amiſs, and dealt wickedly. 
I avas alive without the law once, ſays the apoſtle . I 
thought myſelf upright, obedient, holy; and entitled, 


by virtue of theſe qualifications, to life eternal. But 


außen the commandment came, {ning in its purity, and 
operating with power, /n revived; a clear and lively 
ſenſe. of guilt ſhot, like a piercing ray, through all my 
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Ther. Pray let me hear the ſcriptural account. For, 


foul. I ſaw myſelf chargeable with many paſt provo- 


cations, I felt myſelf ſubje& to much remaining corrup- 
tion. In conſequence of which, I died; my vain con- 
- ceits were blaſted z my. preſumptuons hopes expired; I 


could not but acknowledge. myſelf juſtly liable to con - 


demnation and death. N d 
Ther. It had this effect on Saul, when he was a ma- 
lignant and barbarous perſecutor. But, when people 


are virtuous and benevolent, what purpoſe does it then 


ſerve? 


bably, at the firſt hearing, affect you with a little ſur- 

ow The law entered, ſays the apoſtle, that the offence 

might N f 
Ther. Be reſtrained, no doubt. ' 

; Aſp. That the offence might abound. I, is the aflers 
tion. | | | 
Ther. Surpriſing indeed! Is it poſſible that G O D's 
law ſhould give countenance to fin? Nay, add ſpurs to 
the finner? 7%, ; | 5 
A. Let us beware of miſtaking our ſacred caſuiſt. 
The law entered, not that the commiſſion of fin might 
be authoriſed, but that the abundance of our fins might 


be manifefled, That all mankind, even your virtuous | 


8 Rom. iii. 28. + Rom, vii. 9. ; Rom, v. 20. 


perſons, 


Aſp. A very important one. Vet ſuch 3s may, pro- 
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perſons, may perceive the great impurity of their hearts“; 
the great multitude of their iniquities; and the horrible 
finfulneſs of (what is called) the leaſt fin in the fight of 
GOD. : 
This end conld not be anſwered by a law, relaxed in 
its demands, or warping to our weakneſs ; only by a 
ſyſtem of precepts, every way exact, and in all degrees 
perfect. Whoever would repreſent to his neighbour, 
the ſpots that ſally, or the ſcars that disfigure his coun- 
renance, mult effect the deſign not by a tained, but by 
a pure mirror. | | 

Ther. The knowledge of in, and a conviction of our ex- 
ceeding finfulneſs /—Theſe are intentions which I ſhould 
not have ſuſpected. 

Aſp. Theſe are not all. There is another intention 
of the law, equally neceſſary, and no leſs awful. 7: re- 
veali the wrath of GOD, againſt all ungodlineſs and un- 
righteouſneſs of men f. Having ſet before the ſinner his 
innumerable offences, and enormous guilt z it proceeds 
to the doom which he deſerves. It untheaths the ſword 
of juſtice, and threatens the offender with everlaſting 
dellructon. Againſt a// ungodlineſs, upon every tranſ- 
greſhon, it denounces the curſe—the inſupportable and 
eternal curſe of GOD. p 

Tier. A modern writer ſuppoſes, that GO D may 
et aſide the law, in favour of frail men. I might far 
more ' reaſonably ſuppoſe, that he would mztigate the 
law, on the fame conſideration. But what you urge, 
makes me afraid to lean on ſo precarious a prop. 

Aſp. To look for comfort and ſalvation from this 
quarter, would be worſe than leaning on a precarious 
prop. It would be to lean, as the Arabian proverb 
ſpeaks, on a wave of the ſea; which will not only fail 
to ſupport, but will certainly ſwallow up the unadviſed 
and raſh depender. For ons, greater than any modern 
writer, has aftirmed, that every word or thought, op- 
polite to the ſpirit of the law, renders a- man liable to 
kell-fre . | 


Aud therefore was law giv'n them, io evince 
Their nat ral pravity. MizrT. B. XII. 287. 


+ Rom. i. 18. 1 Matt. v. 22, 29, 30. * 
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Set aſide or mitigate! No, Theron; rather than the 
divine law {ſhould loſe its honours, Sodom and Gomor- 
rah were laid in aſhes; the ancient world was deſtroyed 
with a deluge; the preſent frame of nature is deſtined 
to the flames, and all its unholy inhabitants will be con- 
demned to hell. —Nay, rather than the ea bitte of the 
law ſhould paſs unaccomplithed, its curſe has been exe- 
cuted on GOD's own SON; and all its injunctions 
have been fulfilled in the perſon of JESUS CHRIST. ' 
Which demonſtrates the DEITY to be inflexibly in 
earneſt, as to every word ſpoken in his perfect la v. 

Ther. As I dare not confide in the modern provi- 
ſionary ſalve, ſo neither can I accede to your ſevere and 
terrifying notions. — The laws of a wiſe and beneficent 

overnor, are calculated for the go2d of his ſubjects. 
What good, what advantage can accrue to us, from 
receiving ſuch a ſentence, and poſſeſſing ſuch convic- 
tions ? 

Aſp. Though I might mention many advantages, I 
ſhall content myſelf with ſelecting one. Which is not 
only valuable in itſelf, but the introduction to every ſpi- 
ritual bleſſing, When, by the inſtrumentality of the 
law, and the illumination of the SPIRIT, we are 
brought under ſuch convictions; then we are taught to 
ſee. our danger; then we are made to „ee our miſery; 
and then we ſhall no longer ſleep in ſecurity, but ſoli- 
citouſly look out for deliverance, and gladly accept the 
ſovereign remedy. 

Ther. The law, according to your repreſentation, is 
intended to accuſe me—to conuidt me—to condemn me. 
So it becomes, inſtead of a ſalutary, a killing ſyſtem. 
A. The letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth life“. If 
we adhere to the literal ſenſe, without attending to the 
ſpiritual deſign: if we regard only the precept and the 
ſanction, as they ſtand in themſe/ves; and neithes conſi- 
der, nor improve them, as acting in ſub/erviency to the 
MEDIATOR'*'s wn chars. ; they are doubtlets 
a killing ordinance, and'bind us down under a ſentence 
of death. But rightly improved—Hold! Let me pro- 
cced no farther with the argument. 2 

You are a ſportſman, Theron, and delight in the 


#* 2 Cor. iii. 6. | +28 


manly 


\ 
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manly recreations of the field. You mult therefore have 
read that fine poem, which ſo elegantly deſcribes your 
favourite diverſion. 

Ther. The Cxace, I ſuppoſe, you mean. 

Aſp. The ſame. —Do you remember the deſcription 
of the Royal Stag Chace? N 

Ther. Perfectly well. It is not a week, ſince I per- 
uſed the whole paſſage; and with as much pleaſure, as 
if it had been entirely new. 

Aſp. Then you can give me a ſummary of the agree - 
able narrative. 

Ther. I can. But will not this chace lead us very far 
from our ſubject? | 

Aſp. Perhaps, not ſo far as you imagine. I have a 
reaſon for my requeſt. 

Ther. What reaſon, I beſeech you? 

Ap. You ſhall ſoon know. Only favour me with the 
account. 

Ther. I proteſt, I cannot diſcern the leaſt connec- 
tion, between theſe rural ſports, and the grand topic of 
our converſation. However, ſince you command, I 
will implicitly obey. 

The ſtag, rouſed from his lair, ſhakes his dappled 
fides, toſſes his beamy head; and, conſcious of ſuperi- 
or agility, ſeems to defy the gathering ſtorm. —You 
ſee, ſpeaking of poetry, I have catched ſomething of 
the poetical ſtrain. 

Aſp. So much the better. This enlivened manner 
excites my curioſity, It makes me more defirous to 
hear the ſequel. l 

Ther. Firſt, he has recourſe to ſtratagem, and eva- 
five ſhifts. He plunges into the copſe ; darts acroſs the 
t {2 ; and wheels about in doubling mazes, as though 

e would purſue, even the foe he avoids. The full- 
mouthed pack unravel all his windings, and drive him 
from his wily arts. = 

Now, he betakes himſelf to flight, and confides in 
his ſpeed. He burſts through the woods ; bounds over 
the lawns; and leaves the lagging beagles far behind. 
The beagles flow, but ſure, trace his Reps through 
woods, . lawns, through half the extended fo- 


reſt. Unwearied, ftill unwearied, they urge — 
; | ent 
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dent way, and gain upon the alarmed object of their 


uit. 5 
Again he flies. Flies with redoubled ſwitftneſs. 
Shoots down the ſteep; ſtrains up the hill; ſweeps 
along the fields; and, at laſt, takes ſhelter in the inmoſt 
recets of ſome ſequeſtered grove. The ſagacious hounds 
hang, with greedy noſtrils, on the ſcent. They reco- 
ver, by indefatigable aſſiduity, the ground they had loſt, 
Up they come a third time; and, joining in a general 
peal of vengeance, hurry the affrighted animal from 
his ſhort concealment. | | | 
Perplexed, and in the utmoſt diſtreſs, he ſeeks the nu- 
merous herd. He would loſe himſelf, and elude his 
purſuers, amidſt the multitude of his fellows. But they, 
unconcerned for a brother's wo, ſhun the miſerable 
creature, or expel him from the ſelfiſh circle. —Aban- 
doned by his affociates, and haunted with apprehen- 
ſions of approaching ruin, he trembles at every leaf that 
ſhakes, He ſtarts; he ſprings; and wild, and ſwift as 
the wind, flies he knows not where, yet pours all his 
ſoul in flight.—Vain, vain are his efforts. The hor- 
rid cry, lately leflehed, thickens upon the gale, and 
thunders in his ear.—Now, the poor breathleſs victim 
is full in view. His ſprightlineſs forſakes him. His 
agility is ſpent. See! how he toils in yonder valley, 
with faultering limbs, and a hobling gait. The fight 
of their game, quickens the pace, and whets the ardour 
of the impetuous hounds. With tumultuous violence 
they ruſh in, and with clamorous joy demand their prey. 
What can he do? Surrounded as he is, with inſulting 
tongues, and ravenous jaws? Deſpair is capable of in- 
ſpiriting even the timorous breaſt. Having nothing to 
hope, he forgets to fear. He faces about, and makes 
a reſolute ſtand. The trunk of a ſturdy tree, covers 
his rear; and his own branching horns, defend him in 
front. He ruſhes upon his adverſaries ; gores ſome 
lays others grovelling on the turf; and makes the whole 
coward pack give way. | 
_ Encouraged by this unexpected ſucceſs, his hopes re- 
vive. He rallies once again his drooping ſpirits ; ex- 
erts the little remainder of his ſtrength; and ſprings 
through the midſt of the retiring rout.—It is his 1 
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Taft chance. He ſtretches every nerve; once more loſe 
fight of the rabble from the kennel ; and, finding no ſe- 
curity on the land, takes to the water. He throws his 
burning ſides into the river; ſails down the coolin 
ſtream; and flinks away to the verge of ſome little ſhel- 
ving iſland. There, finding a reſting-place for his 
feet, he ſkulks cloſe to the ſhady margin. All immerſ- 
ed in the wave, excepting only his noſtrils, he baffles, 
for a while the prying eye of man, and the keener ſmell 
of brute. | 

* Diſcovered, at length, and forced to quit this un- 
availing refuge, he climbs the ſlippery bank. Unable 
to fly any longer, he ſtands at bay againſt an aged wil- 
low. Stands, all faint with toil, and ſobbing with an- 
guiſh. The crouds that gather round him, with mer- 
cileſs and outrageous tranſport, triumph in his miſery, 
A multitude of blood-thirity throats, joined with the 
ſonorous horn, ring his funeral knell.— The gears, till 
this fatal inſtant unknown, ' guſh from his languiſhing 
eyes, and roll down his reeking cheeks. He caſts one 
more look on the woods, the lawns, the pleafing ſcenes 


of his former delights. Adieu! A long adieu to theſe! . 


He now expects his murderers; and prepares, as his 
laſt poor conſolation; to fell his life as dear as poſſible. 
At this molt critical juncture, the royal ſportſman 
comes up. He ſees the diſtreſſed creature; and, as 
ſoon as he ſees, he pities. The clemency, which at- 
tends the throne, accompanies even the diverſions of 
majeſty.” He iſſues the high command. The prohi- 
bitory ſignal is given. The pack, though eager for 
blood, are checked in a moment. And not checked 
only, but called off * from the prey, diſappointed and 
Ne growling, 
Called off, I apprehend, is too flat. Tore off would have been more 
expreſſive. And this would have reminded us of a moſt beautiful me- 
taphor, - uſed by the ſacred hiſtorian ; when he deſcribes, or rather 
paints, the procedure of David in the cave, 1 Sam. xxiv..7. His 
men urged him, and with great vehemence, to ſlay Saul; ſince Pro- 
vidence had delivered that implacable perſecutor into his hand. Our 
tranſlation ſays, he broke them. Whereas the original ſays, he tore 
em eff, eager and impatient as they were; and retained them from 
murdering the helpleſs king.—It ſeems to be an alluſion to the 


above-mentioned practice of huntſmen ; who tear of the * 
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wling, they retire ; and leave the intended victim 
of their fury, to enjoy his liberty, his ſafety, and his 
caſe again. | 4 | 

I have now followed the ſtag, till I have tired your 
patience. Why did you ſuffer me to run on, at this 
extravagant rate? You know I am, on theſe tavourite 
topics, an everlaſting talker. | 
. Aſp. Why this apology, Theron? I am ſure you did 
not ſee my mouth yawn, or my head nod, while you 
was purſuing your ſubject. Beſides, I intend to make 
repriſals, and put your attention to the ſame trial. 

Thus the ſtrictneſs of the /aw purſues the ſoul ; diſ- 
lodges it from every refuge of lies; and never remits 
its terrifying menaces, till the poor delinquent ceaſes 
from ſelf-confidence, and fixes on CHRIST for his 
whole ſalvation *. ! 

The man, perhaps, is awakened into a ſerious con- 
cern for his eternal ſtate. In conſequence of which, 
he relinquiſhes his profane and iniquitous practices. 
Breaks the ſabbath, and defrauds his neighbour no 
more. But the law quickly repreſents, and in a glar- 
ing light, that a zegative obedience is by no means ſuf- 

ut. 


Upon this, he betakes himſelf to a courſe of poſitive 


holineſs. Gets acquainted with religious people, and 


performs religious duties. Prays in ſecret, and at- 
tends public ordinances. Conſcientiouſly obſerves the 
LORD's day, and regulates his behaviour by the rule 
of GOD's commandments. Now, he is ready to con- 


_ gratulate himſelf on his remarkable and hopetul refor- 


mation. 


pack, and with-hold them from devouring the fallen prey. It is 
the ſame word, which expreſſes the action of Sampſon ; when he 
rent aſunder the young lion, and tore him limb from limb. your. - 
See Judg. xiv, 6. 

Ter hominem urget, donec is ad CHRISTUM confugit. Tum 
apſa dicit ; aſylum es naftus ; deſino te perſequi ; ſapis, ſalvus et. 
Bengt. That is; the /aw urges and purſues the ſinner, tilh 
be flies for refuge to JESUS CHRIST. Then the law ſpeaks to 
this effect ;- ** You are entered into the frong-b:/, and J remit the 
** purſuit ; my demands are ſatisfied, and my curſes ſilenced. You 
are wiſe; you are ſafe ; you are happy.” ; 


Vor. I. Dd. Soon 


414 THERON ax» ASPASIO:; Did. 9, 


Soon he perceives, that all his proficiency is but 
ſkin-deep : a mere oui e varniſh ; which has not pe- 
netrated the iuner man. He begins, therefore, to 
watch over the motions,” and bewail the evils of his 
heart. He labours to ſubdue pride, and curb pafiion ; 
to purge out filthy luſts, and to banilh ſpiritual wic- 
kedneſs. Notwithſtanding all his vigilance, conſci- 
ence flies in his face, either for the neglect of ſome vir- 
tue, or the commiſſion of ſome ſin. The law rings in 
his ear that terrible denunciation ; “ Curſed is he, that 
e performeth not all things.” i | 

Struck by this conviction,” his wounds bleed afreſh. 
He is obliged to ſeek ſome new balm for his ſore. In 
order to appeaſe an offended GOD, and atone for his 
ſinful relaples, he makes many ſorrowful confeſſions; 
poſſibly, ſubmits to voluntary ſufferings. He denies 
himſelf, and beſtows liberally on the poor. He ſighs 
deeply, and mourns bitterly.— But can waters that 
are muddy, cleanſe the garment that is filthy? Wilt 
thou ſatisfy, O vain man, wilt thou ſatisfy for one fin, 
by committing another? In theſe pemitential exerciſes, 
were thy thoughts ſteadily devout ? Tn: hoe acts of be- 
neficence, were thy affections truly charitable ? And 
did both proceed from a pure undefiled heart? If not, 
ſuch fancied reparations of paſt faults, only aggravate 
the heavy ſcore. " 79 | 

What ſhall he do? He cannot pay. To beg he is 
aſhamed. Fain would he enter into lite, yet not be 
too much indebted to grace. He attempts therefore 
to compound with heaven. He binds himſelf by ſo- 
lemn vows, perhaps by ſacramental engagements, to 
uſe greater circumſpection for the futurg. Then turns 
his eye to the divine MEDIATOR ; not with a view 
of relying wholly on his righteouſneſs; but only to 
obtain ſuch a ſupply, as may make up the deficiencies 
of his own.—Somewhat like this was the .miſtake of 
the Galatian converts; againſt which St. Paul, in his 
epiſtle to that people, ſo ſolidly diſputes, and ſo ſharp- 
1y inveighs “. Aſſuring them, that if they add to 

| | eas 77” 

* Sharply indeed! For, inſtead of ſaluting them, under the bo- 
nourable title of ſaints, and faithful in CHRIST JESU, he ** 
| 3 2 matte 
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their REDEEME R's death and obedience, any other 


iiſite whatſoever, in the matter of acceptance with 
GOD, CHRIST ſhall profit them nothing. | 
For a while; he holds faſt his purpoſed integrity. 
At length, falling ſhort, evidently if not ſcandalouſly 
ſhort, in executing his part, a ſtartling voice ſounds in 
his ear, that dreadtul alarm; 4 Curicd is he that c- 
« {;nueth not in all things.” An impartial conſcience 
interprets the voice; and undeniably: proves, that who- 
ever commits the leaſt fin, or fails in any point, does 
not continue in all things. His heart ſinks with dif- 
couragement, and all his reſolutions hang their. enfee- 
bled heads. He has tried every method, that he can 
deviſe; and has found every method ineffectual. All 
his expedients are a ſpider's web; and his hope is, as 
the giving up of the ghoſt ®.- . 
His foul, parſued by the law, and hunted by ter- 
ror, is brought to the gates of death, or the very brink 
of deſpair. And now the PRINCE of peace, now 
the LO RD our 'Righteouineſs, appears for his reſcue. 
Now is accomplithed that gracious declaration, O Iſiael, 
thou hat deſtroyed thyſelf, bat in ie is thy help f. - Driven 
from every falle reluge, and drawn by the bleiled 
SPIRIT, he comes weary and heavy-laden to 
CHRIST. Convinced of the ſin of his nature, the 
fin of his life, and the hn of his beſt duties, he re- 


matizes them with that ſevere appellation, O fooliſh Calatians !— 
And as to their praQti.e, which was a departure from juſtification 
by Chriſt alone, he ſtyles it, not merely an error, but un error of 
the met miſchievous and horrid kinda infatuation, 4 beuilchery, 
Tis Sage Gal. ii. 1 25 TI 
St. Paul expreiles all this in bis uſual manner; that is, very 
ooneiſcly, yet very forcibly, Gal. iii. 23. Yao voor tPovguurdes 
(ſum Resch tis Try mire. We were kept under the law, 
ſont up unte faith. He compares the law, its demands and its cur- 
ſes, to a garriſds or priſon. The walls fo ſtrong, that it is impoſ- 
Gble to make a breach in them; ſo high, chat it is equally impoſ- 
ſible to overleap them. Let the confined captive, turn which way 
he will, make whatever attempt he can, there appears no hope of 
a releaſe ;. nay, there remains no poſſibility of eſcape. Until che 
bleſſed REDEEMER, by his obedience and death, open a door of 
deliverance. This door faith diſcerns; through this door faith con- 
dudts.the ſinner; and thus tranſmits him into light and liberty. 

+ Hol. xiii. 9. 
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nounces himſelf in every view. This is all his ſalvation, 
and all his deſire, that he may win CHRIST, and 
be found in him. Did that poor afflicted woman ſay, 
Tf T1 may but touch his garment, 1 ſhall be whole ? With 
equal ardour does this enlightened finner cry, © If I 
„ may but have; fellowſhip with the glorious IM M A. 
«© NUEL, in his merits and in his Spirit, I am alive 
from the dead; I am happy for ever,” 

_ Having ſeen a glimpſe of the REDEEMER and 
his tranſcendent excellency; having received a taite 
trom the inexhauſtible fulneſs of his grace; O } how he 
longs for brighter maniſeſtations! How he thirſts after 
more plentiſul draughts!—Whoſoever comes to CHRIST, 

ſhall inino auiſe br caft out. He that awakens theſe ar- 
dent deſires, in his due time gives the deſired bleſſings. 
Aſter various conflicts, the poor «ungodly wretch believes“. 
He believes, that the SON of the MOST HIGH died 
in his ſtead, and was obedient for hi juſtification; be- 
lieves, that all the riches of the adored MEDIATGRꝰs 
life and death are for {nners—tor the worlt of ſin- 
ners ſor hin T. 181 te, rtr 
- - By this faith, receiving CHRIST and his benefits, 
his heart is , purified ; his heart is quickened. He ab- 
hors every evil way, and is fitted for every good work. — 
Though temptations: aſſault him, he- derives ſtrength 
trom his-SAVIOUR, reſiſts the Devil, and is faithful 
unto death. Though corruptions defile him, he flies 
to the /auntain opened for uncleanneſt E; makes daily, 

LY 0 7 36 boat 20s | 

g 22 [BAG 87 24 Rom. iv. 5. | | 
+ + Sec this work of grace, ard procedure of converſion, more 


c. piouſly diſplayed, in a valuable little piece intitled, Human Na- 


ture in ils fourfold State, by Mr. THOMAS BosToN, page 227.— 
Which, in my opinion, is one of our beſt books for common re:d- 
ers. The ſentences are ſhort, and the compariſons ſtriking. The 
language is eaſy, and the doQrine evangelical. Ihe method pro- 
per, the plan comprehenſive, the manner ſearching, conviucing, 
. conſolatory.— If auother celebrated treatiſe is ſtyled, The whole 

uty f man, I wonld call this, The WHoLs of Man. As it 
compriſes— what he was by creation-—what he is by tranſgreſſion 
what he hu, be thraugh grace—and then what he will Je in glo- 
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hourly application of the blood of ſprinkling, and goes 
on his way, rejoicing in GOD his SAVIOUR. 

Ther. Your diſcourſe puts me in mind of Abſalom's 
procedure, when Joab retuſed to make him a vilit, The 
prince ordered his ſervants to tet on fire the general's 
ſtanding corn **. This ſtratagem had its intended ef- 
ſect. Ihe apprebenſion of danger 4-ve him, when the 
reſpectful invitation would not {a4 him, to a perſonal 
interview. You ſeem to ſuppoſe, that the law wks made 
fo perſect and ſo rigorous, with ſome ſuch deſign ; a 
detign, to lay us under a rece/jity of renouncing our 
own works, and flying to the atonement of CHRIST. 

Aſp. With ſuch a deſign it was delivered on Sinai: 
And for this opinion, I have a far better authority, 
than my own ſuppoſition. We are aſſured by unerring 
wiſdom, that CHRIST i the end of the law f. It points 
invariably to him. It terminates wholly in him; and 
then obtains its principal purpoſe, when finners are 
brought to their divine R E DE & MER for righteouſ- 
neſs. Then, there is no occaſion for a itigation of the 
law, ſor an abatement of its demands, or a moderation 
of its curſe; becauſe we have tba? in CHRIST, which 
fulfils its demands, and exhauſts its curſe; which main- 
tains its honour, yet juſtiſies its tranſgreſſor. 

The law hath conctuded all mankind ander fon t, hath 
drawn, as it were, a net of guilt and vengeance round 
the whole world; yet not with an intention, that any 
ſhould be diſcouraged now, or periſh for ever ; but that 
every one may ſee his inexpreſſible need of a SAV I- 
OU R's death, and of a SA VIOU R's obedience 9 * 
8 that, 


® 2 Sam. xiv. 30. + Rom. x. 4. 

T Gal. ili. 22. (ve The facred origins) is ſomewha 
more compreheuſive-than Aſpaſio's interpretation, It is not TW&a;, 
but alla. Which denotes things, as well as perſons ; And im- 
plies, that nothing we have, nothing we do, is free from fin; tilt 
the merits of CHRIST interveve, and the blood of CHRIS T be 
ſprinkled, ' Tb 
5 5. Witſus, ſpeaking of the law delivered at Sinai, ſays ; Fa 
eſt iſta feder is operum comme moratio, ad 1jrazitas peccatorum & mis 
Jeriz ſuæ cen viucendos, ex ſeipſis erxpellendos, de necefſitate fatisfuc- 
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that, being thus prepared both to value and receive {9 
precious a bleſſing, the promiſe of jultification by /aith 71; 
JESUS CHRIST may be given—itreely given, 1 then: 


that believe. - 

Let us advert to this grand aim of the law. Then 
we {hall fee goodneſs, unqueſtionable and ſovereign 
goodneſs, in forming its conſtitution ſo ſablimely perfect, 
and making its threatenings fo inflexibly fevere. Exclu- 
five of this wholeſome ſeverity, we thould ſupinely diſ- 
eſteem, perhaps wantonly reject, the grace of the goſ- 
pel.— The prodigal fon would never have returned to 
his father, in that humble, ſubmiſſive, ſupplicating po- 
ſture, if he had not found his circumſtances utterly 
ruined, and felt himſelf periſhing with hunger. No 
more would the conceited ſons of Adam diſclaim all 
pretence to any merit of their own, and, with the hal- 
ter * of ſelf· condemnation about their necks, fall down 
at the feet of a merciful REDEEMER, it they were 
not inſtigated by the ſharp goad, or rather driven by 
the flaming ſword of the law. | 


tionis ed:cendes, & ad CHRIST UM compellendos: & fic inſervit 
federi gratie. Animadver. Is EN. p. go. 
The nature and deſign of the law were, I think, emblematically 
_ taught, by the circumfrances attending its delivery, —The monn- 
tain, not to he trodden by any Iſraelite, or touched by any beat, 
on pain of death— The voice of thunder, and the glare of light- 
ing The ſound of che trumpet, and the clouds of ſmoke [hc 
alt range of hills and rocks, trembling to their center—Six hun- 
dred thouſand men ſtruck with inexpreffible confternation—Anrd 
Moſes, even Moſes himſelf, the favourite of heaven, terrified ex- 
ceedingly—All theſe indicated the righteous, the rigorous, and the 
au ful import of The word ſpoken.” Me Pot 
Nor was the efef of theſe aſtoniſhing incidents withont a ſpiri- 
tual meaning. Ihe people durſt not adventure upon a * 1; ry ap- 
roach, but had recourſe to a mediator. They requeſted, that Mo- 
es might interpoſe; and tranſact affairs, between the terrible I E- 
OVAH, and the guilty congregation.— Such an impreſſion the 
purity and the rigour of the law ſhould make on our hearts: thould 
drive us from ſelf to a SAVIOUR ; deter us from confiding in the 
righteouſneſs of works, and urge us to ſeek the righieouineſs of 
free grace. | . : 
*.Alluding to thoſe remarkable words of Benhadad's ſervants ; 


Let us put fackcloth upon our loins,” and ropes upon our heads, ard 


$9 out de meet the king of tſracl ; peraduentare he will fave thy life. 
: Kings xx. 31. | | — 4 — 11 
| Ter. 
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Ther. Has the law then nothing to do with our tem- 

and converſation ? Is it no longer to be conſidered 

as a ſyſtem of duties? No longer to be regarded as a 
rule of lite ? | | 

Aſp. When it has forced the lines of r rapper 

neſs, and driven us to JESUS CHRIST (that only 


citadel of ſafety!) for acceptance and ſalvation z 2hex it 


ſerves as a rule for our conduct. Ther it ſhews us, like 
a friend and a guide, how to order our-converſation, 
and adorn our profeſſion ; how to glorify GOD, and 
expreſs our gratitude to CHRIST. But, till it has ac- 
compliſhed the fore-mentioned end, it thunders ven- 
geance ; it flaſhes terror; it is, as Moſes ſpeaks, a fiery 
law *. ** 1 i eam 19! 
And is it, my dear Theron, a fiery law? What then 
ſhall we do, without that meritorious obedience of the 
REDEEMER; which is, to the guilty ſoul, as the cold 
now in the time of harveſt F.,—Is it a law, which 
eworketh wrath ? Then let it endear to our affections 
that ineſtimably precious goſpel, which preacheth peace 
by FESUS CHRIST t. — Is it the miniſtration of con- 
demnation ||? O] let it quicken our flight to that all- 
gracious SURETY, who was condemned at Pilate's 
bar, that we may be acquitted at GOD's tribunal. 
To all this agrees our celebrated Miſton; whoſe di- 
vinity on this ſubject, at leaſt, is as faultleſs as his 
is matchleſs. You will give me leave to quote a 
few of his beautiful lines; which -recapitulate, as it 
were, the whole preceding converſation, and, while 
they recapitulate the converſation, confirm the doctrine. 
This will make you ſome amends for my late tedious 
harangue. 'This will tip the lead with gold. 


So law appears imperfed ; and but giv'n 
 Hith purpoſe to reſign them, in full time, 


Fiery law, Deut. xxxiii. 2. I dare not affirm, that this is the 
exact import of the original, nor do I preſume-to determine the 
preciſe ſignification of a phraſe, ſo remarkably difficult. But as 
this is our received verſion; as it ſuggeſts a very n/eful truth; and 
a truth, which, in the preſent age, is peculiarly ncedful to be in- 
culeated ; I am inclined to acquieſce in the common rendering. 

t Proy, XXV. 13. : b4 Acts X. 36, | j A Cor. ui. 19. 
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Op to a better cod nant; diſciplir'd 
From ſhadowy types to truth ; from fleſhy to ſpirit ; 
From tmpefttion of ftriit laws, to free 
Acceptance of large grace; from ſervile Jear, 
To. filial; works of law, to works of faith *. 


Y * 
— 8 


DIALOGUE Xx. | 


O. GAIN, Theron! Muſt we never lay aſi; 
the weapons of controverſy ?—You put ve 
in mind of the reſolute Athenian, who, having tougiy, 
with diſtinguiſhed -bravery on the field of Marathon, 
purſued the vanquiſhed Perſians to their fleet. At that 
very inſtant a galley, full of the enemy's troops, was 
putting off to ſea. Determined, if poſlible, to prevent 
their eſcape, he laid hold on the veſſel with his right 
hand; which was no ſooner fixed, than chopped oft by 
the ſailors. The warrior, not at all diſcouraged, ſeized 
it with his left, When that alſo was cut away, he faſt- 
ened his teeth in its fide, and never quitted his gripe, 
till he reſigned his breath +. - | 

Ther. 1 have been reconſidering the caſe of impute! 
righteouſneſs, and am by no means ſatisfied as to the 
propriety. of the phraſe, or the truth of the doc- 
trine, eſpecially in the ſenſe which you eſpouſe.— Ob- 
jections ariſe,” more ſubſtantial and weighty, than any 
that have hitherto been urged ; and which, if I mi!- 
take not, you will find it -a more difficult taſk to an- 
ſwer. 17 5 | 

Aſp. I rauſt do my beſt. And, if my beſt attempts 
prove unſucceſsful, I ſhall ſay with the gallant Iphicra- 
tes, when overpowered by the eloquence” of his anta- 


$2 20746 o B»ok XII. 300. | | | 

+ The Athenian's name was Cynegyrus. The author, who re- 
htes this extraordinary ſtory, is Juſtin. If the reader ſhould thiuk 
it a rhodomontade, I believe, he will not judge amifs. And I pro- 
miſe myſelf, the ſame good ſenſe will enable him to diſtinguiſh, be- 
tween what is Einted by way of pleaſantry, and what is urged by 
way of argument. | 


gonilt 
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niſt ; My adverſary is the better actor, but mine 
is the better play.? 22 5 3 

I ſay better—For to you, Theron, I will freely own, 
what to another perſon I ſhould not be ſo forward to 
diſcloſe ; that I receive no comfort, but from the habi- 
tual belief, and daily application of this precious doc- 
trine. Whenever I read the moſt correct and elabo- 
rate writings, which proceed in the contrary ſtrain, I 
feet my ſpirits heavy; I find my proſpects gloomy ; and 
not one ray of conſplation gleams upon my mind: 
Whereas much meaner compolitions, which breathe the 
ſavour of this evangelical unction, ſeldom fail to quick» 
en my hopes, to brighten my views, and put into my 
mouth that piouſly alert profeſſion of the Pſalmiſt, 1 
ab run the way of thy commandments, now thou haft 


ſet my heart at liberty * — Though I am far from laying 


any conſiderable ſtreſs upon this obſervation ; farther 
ſill from advancing it into the place of an argument; 
yet I may be permitted to mention it, in the confidence 
and familiarity of friendſhip. | "mY 

| Ther. An opinion delivered with ſo much modeſty, 
and fo nearly connected with my Aſpaſio's comfort, 
has doubtleſs a claim to my ſerious attention. Other- 
wiſe, it might pothbly provoke my raillery : for you 


muſt know, I am no great admirer of inward feelings. 


I cannot think them a very ſolid method of demonſtrat- 
ing your point. It muſt be inforced by better reaſous, 
if you would gain it acceſs to my heart. | 
We mult place, you ſay, a dependence upon the 
LORD JESUS:CHREST, in all that he has done 
and /uffered.”. What HE has done and ſuffered, you 
add, is our only jultifying righteouſneſs ; and to place 
our dependence on it, is the only way to receive par- 
don af ſins ; the only way to inherit eternal life. 
: Aſp. Lhave ſaid it, Theron, and I abide by it. This, 
boy the righteouſneſs of GOD, is 
ber. Give me leave, before you proceed farther, to 
propole a query. Does the righteouſneſs of GOD ſig- 
nity the active and paſſive obedience of CHRIST: 


* Pſal. cxix. 32. 


8 A. 
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Aſp.\ Righteouſneſs is a conformity to the law, in 
heart and in life. As the SON of GOD voluntarily 
made himſelf ſubject to the law, perfectly fulfilled its 
precepts, and ſuffered to the utmoſt its penalty; this, 
1 ſhould imagine, furniſhes us with the rug and u. 
ble/t ſignification of the phraſe, 

- Ther, What, if I or others ſhould imagine quite the 
reverſe? | 

Aſp. I thank my friend for his admonition. It is 

indeed taking too much upon me, to ſuppoſe, that ½ 
bare imagination ſhould pals tor orthodoxy and truth, — 
But is there nothing weighty in the reaſon, which ! 
have alledged? Was there no righteouſneis in our 
LORD's molt free ſuhmiſſion to the commands of the 
law, and in his perſevering performance of all holy du- 
ties? Was there no righteouſneſs in the conſummate 
excellency of his nature, his temper, his converſation! 
No righteouſneſs in the matchleis perfection of his att- 
ing, his abſtaining *, his ſuffering ? Nay, was not this 
obedience, in the moſt plain and full ſenſe of the ex- 
preſſion, The Righteouſneſs of GOD ? Did it not, in e- 
ry ſenſe of the, expretlion, and in every view of th2 
ſubject, anſwer the exalted character? Being, as a mal- 
terly critic explains the phraſe, A righteouſneſs de- 
e viſed by GOD the FATHER, from all eternity; 
« wrought out by GOD the SON, in the perſon f 
« TESUS CHRIST; applied by GOD the HULY 
« GHOST, to the finner's ſoul.” 
+ Ther, This doctrine of yours, if I rightly under- 
ſtand it, would make remiſſion of ſins but one half of 
our: juſtification ;z. and ſomething elſe neceſſary, in or- 
der to life eternal. Which is juſt as rational, as to 
ſuppoſe, that though one cauſe may expel dark nel, 
another muſt ſupervene, in order to introduce light. 

Aſp. The nature of juſtification, and the nature of 
condernnation, are two oppoſites, which will mutually 
illuſtrate each other. What is implied in the condem- 
nation of a ſinner? He forfeits eternal life, and is 
doomed to eternal death. What is included in the juſ- 


* Alluding to the ſummary of moral, duties, given us by Epic- 
tetus, in tha: well-known adagy, ATixs E. 
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tification of a ſinner ? It ſuperſedes his obligation- to 
niſhment, and inveſts him with a title to hap- 
pineſs. Both which are procured by CHRIST's me- 
diation in our behalf; and both take place, when we 
are united to that Divine HEAD. We ſuppoſe, there- 
fore, a difference between the benefits; but have no 
notion of deriving them from two different ſources. 
We aſcribe them both to one and the ſame all- ſufficient 
cauſe, JESUS CHRIST the Righteous. b 
Vour compariſon, though intended to overthrow, I 
think, fully eſtablithes the ſentiment.— When yonder 
bright orb makes his firſt appearance in the eaſt, what 
ette&ts are produced? The thades of night are diſper- 
ſed, and the light of day is diffuſed, —To what are 
they owing ? Each to a ſeparate, or both to the ſame 
origin? Every one's experience will anſwer the quet- 
tion; Thus, when the author of ſalvation is manifeſt- 


| cd in the ſoul.” He brings at oxce pardon and accept- 


ance. Both which conſtirute the healing of the na- 
tions; and both ſeem neceſſary to complete the bleſſing 
of juſtiſicatio .. N 7331 

To illuſtrate this. point, we will ſuppoſe Adam, con- 

tinuing in innocence, and perſevering in obedience. 
We will ſuppoſe him come to the laſt period of his 
abode on earth; appearing before the surRE ME JuDGr, 
as a candidate for eternal life. How would his ſen- 
tence run? Thou haſt been a rebel; but infinite mer- 
«cy forgives thee.” Would it not rather proceed in 
this manner? „Thou art perfectly righteous 3 thou 
«+ haſt been completely obedient ; therefore, "infinite 
« fidelity rewards thee.” Now, how could CHRIST 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head'? How remedy the direful ef- 
ſects of the ſull, and reſtore the happineſs loſt by Adam 
if he did not both tike away our guilt, and put us in 
poſſeſſion of a perfect righteouſneſs? 

Ther, This, I know, is the fine- ſpun theory of your 
ſyſtematic divines. But where is their warrant from 
ſeripture? By what authority do they introduce ſucli 
ſubtle diſtinctions?s * 2 
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App J cannot think the diſtinction fo ſubtle, or the 
theory ſo finely ſpun. - To be releaſed from the dam. 
natory ſentence, i is one thing; to be treated as a righ- 
teous perion, is evidently another. —Abſalom was par- 
doned, when he received & permiſſion to remove from 
Geſhur, and dwell at Jeruſalem. But this was very 
different from the recommencement of filial intercourſe, 
and parentalendearment *. A rebel may be exempted 
from the capital puniſhment, which his traiterous prac- 
tices deſerve; without being re/fored to the dignity of 
his former ſtate, or the rights of a loyal ſubject. In 

Chriſtianity likewiſe, to be freed from the charge of 
guilt, and to be regarded as righteous perſons, are two 
— bleſſings; really diſtinct in themſelves, often 
diſtinguiſhed in ſcripture, though always included in 
the very eſſence of juſtification. 

Ther. Where are they diſtinguiſhed ? In what texts 
of ſcripture ? n is . I called —— ſcriptu- 
ral warrant. hs 
. What think you of Job's: «reply to his cenſorious 
friends? GOD Forbes, that I ſhould juſtify you + That 
he fergave them, there is no doubt. Yet he could not 
juftify them: could not allow their reflections to be 
equitable, or their behaviour charitable. 

What think you of Solumom's ſupplication ? Then hear 
thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy ſervants ; con- 
 demming the-ruicked, 'to bring bis way upon his head ; and 
fuflifging the righteous, to give him according to bir right 
teouſneſs t. To condemn; in this paſſage, evidently 7 
niſies to pronounce guilty; and obnoxious to punifſ. 
ment. By parity w 3 reaſon, to jriftify muſt denote to 
pronounce righteous, and intitled to happineſs. 
What ys Solomon's father? Euter not into judg- 
op! Nr thy er ue 0 Wes on For, in thy ., 
tis. 0. 
e 10 „ aan 
Is ** il hes Vos juſtos in cauſa e m5 ad 
em. Schurr. See the word up Ifai. I. 8. — has, 
with his uſual ſolidity and correctneſs, explained the meaning of 
d., Eft autem ſignificatus ite value preguans ; ut quam la- 
te patet peccatum cum rea'u & vitio, tam late ex adverſo paleat 
j uſtitia. Denotans omne id, quo homo ſit, & Judicetur, & aicatur. 


- 75 + 1 Kings viü. 32. 
3 ſhall 
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doned, if judged according to the tenour of his own 
obedience. But no man could be declared righteous, in 


conſequence of ſuch a trial: this, before the ſupreme 


tribunal, were abſolutely and univerſally impoſſible. 
From all which paſſages I conclude; that, to be ac- 

counted righteous, is different from, is ſuperior to, the 

bare remiſſion of ſin. Is as our church expreſſes it, 

Of unjuſt to be made juſt before G . "ey 

- Ther. All theſe inſtances are ſelected from the Cl 

Teſtament. The New, if 1 miſtake not, ſpeaks an- 


other language. — Conſider the caſe of the penitent 


publican. What does he requeſt? GOD be merciful to 
me a ſinner. What does he obtain? He went” down tc 
his houſe juſtified f. If then the petition and the grant 


may be deemed correſpondent, pardon and jultification _ 


muſt be reckoned equivalent. 

Ap. The Old and the New Teſtament are, in their 
ſtyle and contents, exactly correſpondent. Echo, in 
vonder eloyſters, does not more punctually reverberate 
the (ſpeaker's voice, chan thoſe divine books harmonize 
with each other. RNS . 
It will not follow, from the publican's requeſt and 
the publican's bleſſing, that pardon and juſtification 
are the ſame. Only, that -GOD's bounty frequently 


_ exceeds our prayers, and is larger than our expectations. 


Or, that the bleſſing which was implored, and the bleſ- 


ing which was vouchſafed, are inſeparably connected, 


and always accompany each other. 
That they are not the ſame, will appear from an in- 


ſtance recorded in the Ne Teſtament. The inſtance, I 


mean, of CHRIST and Barabbas.—Of Barabbas the 
judge might properly ſay ; He is a notorious male- 
factor. But I acquit him. I releaſe him.” This is par- 
dot.—Of CHRIST the judge actually faid ; I nd 10 
fault at all in him. To which the centurion added; 
2 Nr vr war d righteous man. This is juſtifica- 
2 Pal. cxliij, 2. See li. 6. Heb, Bib. 

1 3 Heb, Bib 
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What I am aſſerting, will more evidently appear, 
from that gracious proclamation, made by the ſacred 
herald 3 Be it known unto you, men and brethren, that 


through this man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs of 


fins ; and by him, all that believe, are JUSTIFIED from all 


things. Did the captive Grecians leap for joy? did 
they rend the very air with their ſhouts ? when the 
erier, by command of the Roman general, proclaimed 
liberty—wiſhed for liberty to them all? And ſhall not 
our hearts ſpring with tranſport and gratitude, when 
we hear this m of mercy from the ambaſſador of 
heaven! Let us dwell upon it a moment. It may drop 
balm on our conſciences, while it yields argument for 
our diſpute. 

« Through this SAVIOUR, by his order and in his 
„ name, I propoſe to your acceptance the free, the 
« full, the abſolute forgiveneſs of all your ſins. By 
«4 which you ſhall be diſcharged from guilt, delivered 
from puniſhment, ant reſcued from all the dreadful 
*« conſequences of your imquties.” Ineſtimable 
grant? Yet, in the laſt clanſe, it proceeds to a patent 
of honour.—* Through this FESUS, who is both 
« GOD and va, who was dead and is alive for ever- 
more, all that believe are jus rip. The verdit 
„runs in their favour. - They are pronounced righ- 
« teous in open court. Juſtice itſelf declares, they are 


« avithout fpot and blame. 5 | 
Ther. E this be juſtification, it is a high privilege in- 
deed. Too high, methinks, for ſinful man to expect. 
Aſp. It is too high, infiritely too high, for ſiuful 
man to attain by any obedience of his own ; but not 
too high for the righteouſneſs of CHRIST to procure; 
nor ſor the grace of GOD to confer.— I appeal to 
yourſelf, whether this is not the cuſtomary and obvious 
Hgnification' of the word. When a criminal has been 
found guilty, but is freed from puniſhment, we may ſay 
of ſuch a one, He is pardoned: we never fay, © He 
« js juſtified,” Then only a perſon is juſtified, when 
his righteouſneſs is made clear as the light. 
This the very genius of our language implies, and 
wich this the doctrine of the apoſtle accords. St. Paul 


mentions a juſtification of life. Not barely an exemption 


from 
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from the ſentence of death, but ſuch a juſtification, as 
gives @ title * to the reward of lite, The words are 
very emphatical. We ſhall injure the dignity of their 
meaning, if we underſtand them in a more contracted 
ſenſe. Towards the cloſe of the ſame chapter, we have 
another paſſage, rich with conſolation, and full to our 
purpoſe. Grace reigueth through righteouſneſs unto eternal 
life+ Here is pointed out the prime ſource of all our 
bleſſings, infinitely free and triumphant grace; the 


. meritorious cauſe, not any works of man, not any qua- 


lifications of our own, but the perfect righteouſneſs 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST; the et or end of 
all, which is, not barely an abſolution from guilt, but 
an inſtatement in life; a life of holy communion with 
GOD in this world, to be crowhed with an eternal 
fruition of him in another. yy 
Accordingly, eternal life is called te hape, not of 

forgiveneſs, but of righteouſneſs}. And it is beſtowed, 
not barely becauſe of abſolution, but becauſe of righteou/- 
neſs .I think, therefore, we have very ſufficient rea- 
ſon to diſtinguiſh between the pardon which delivers 
from hell, and the r72hteou/re/r which intitles to heaven. 
The former does by no means conſtitute the latter; but 
is connected with it, as a link in the ſame chain, or in- 
cluded in it, as part of the ſame whole that impor- 
tant and glorious whole, Jus riricariox ! which, to 
every poor ſinner, who knows his undone condition, 
muſt be incomparably more valuable than ten thouſand 
worlds. . itt n en . of | 

Ther. Admitting your diſtinction to be proper, is not 
the death of CHRIST ſufficient of ige to obtain both 
our full pardon, and our final happineſs ? 

A Since my friend has ſtarted. the queſtion, I may 


"4 , ' 


Rom. v. 18. Aux2to os; Cons eft declaratio di vina illa, gua. pec- 
cator, mortis reus, ite adjudicatur, idque jure. BEN GEI. This TI 
take to be the preciſe meaning of juſtification. Pardon is founded 
upon clemency in the judge; altification upon righteoufneſs in the 
party arraigned. Where there is any, though it be but the leaſt 
fault, an upright earthly judge cannot juſtify. Much leſs will the 
infinitely righteous Fodg e of quick and dead. But ſinners, having 
in the obedience of CHRIST a mo/? — 7 righteouſneſs, are juſti- 
fed,” idgue jure, and that on principles of equity. 

Rom. v. 21. 1 Gal. v. 5. || Ram. viii. 10. 
E.e 2 venture; 
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venture, with all reyerence to the divine counſels, to 
anſwer in the negative, it being neceſſary, that the 
REDEEMER of men ſhould obey, as well as fufer, in 
their ſtead. —For this we have the teſtimony of our 
church, It had not been enough to be delivered by 
his death from fin, except by his reſurrection we had 
« been endowed with righteouſneſs.” — For this we 
have the authority of our LOR D: This commandment, 
ſays he, have I received sf my FATHER, that I fhould 
lay down my liſ ee Thus it becometh us, adds he in an- 
other place, to fulfil all righteoufneſs f. —To all which 
his apoſtle ſubjoins, that, i? we reign in life, it muſt be, 
not only through thoſe ſufferings which expiate, but al- 
fo through that righteouſneſs t which merits. 

Ther. Our LORD's teſtimony relates only to a po- 


Active inſtitution, and is quite foreign to your purpoſe. — 


I have often been diſguſted at ſuch ſtrained applications 
of ſcripture. The partizans of a ſyſtem wreſt the ſacred 
book. They deal with divine truth, as the tyrant 
Procruſtes ſerved thoſe unhappy creatures, who fell in- 
to his mercileſs hands. Is a text too ſhort to ſuit their 
defign? Our Procruſtean -expoſitors can ſtretch it on 
the rack, and lengthen its ſenſe. Is it too full to con- 
ſiſt with their ſcheme? They can lop off a limb, ſecrete 
a ſentence, or contract the meaning. Is this to reve- 
rence the per ? Is this to treat reſpectfully his 
holy word ! 8. (23474 

Aſp. L have been grieved, I aſſure you, and diſguſt- 
ed at this practice, as well as yourſelf, A practice, not 
only very irreverent, but very injudicious alſo. It real - 
ly prejudices the cauſe it would unfairly recommend. 
Such a ſupport is like a broken tocth, ar a foot out of 
jaiut ; not only unſerviceable, but hurtful ; an ob- 
ſtruction, rather than a furtherance.— However, I am 
not conſeious of committing any violence on this paſ- 
ſage, or of forcing it into my ſervice. The circumſtance 
you object rather ſtrengthens, than invalidates the con- 
eluſion. If it was ſo requiſite for our bleſſed MEDI. 
AT OR, to obſerve a pgſtive and temporary inſtitution, 


® Tohn x. 18, N + Matt. iii, 3. f Rom. v. 13. 
Prov. xxv. 19. Fein 


how 
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how much more. neceſſary, to fulfil thoſe r pres 
eepts, whoſe obligation is unalterable and everlaſting? 
At his baptiſm, he ob/erved the former, as a tokenjor 
earneſt, that through his whole life he would f alfi. _ 
latter 9. 

— it ſhould be MG Fry whether CHRIS 1 
ſufferings were a complete ſatisfaction to the law ? Com- 
plete they were with regard to the penalty, not with 
regard · to the precept. & diſtinction obvious and weigh - 
ty. From whence ariſes the following argument ;. 

which, for ance, you will allow me to propoſe in the lo- 
gical form. 

By what alone the law was not fatisfied ; by that 
alone ſinners could not be juſtified :. 

By CHRIS T's  faferings alone, the law was nov 
ſatished 2. - I 2. 

Therefore, by CHRIST's 3 alone, ſinners 
could not be jnſtified. 

But when we join the active with the paſſive obedi- 
ence of our LORD; when we add to both the perfect 
ſanctity of his nature; how does our juſtification ſtand. 
firm, in the /ullef ſenſe of the word! We aave all that 
the law demands, both for our exemption from the 
curſe, and as a title to the bleſſing. 

Ther. Does not the ſeripture aſcribe the whole of. 
our ſalvation to the death of CHRIST; delivering i ts; 
as a never-to-be-forgotten. maxim in Chriitianity, that 
we have redemption through his blood '® ; are brought near 
through the blood of CHRIST +; nay,. that we are juſti-- 
fied (the very point under debate) through his blood F,—- 
Would: the inſpired writer have aſſigned theſe. various 
bleſſing to this one cauſe, if it had been a- price inade-- 
quate to the purchaſe, or a means inſullereny” to ac 
compliſh the end? 

£ſþp. This part of our LORD's meritorious humili- 
ation,” is, by a very uſual figure, put for the awhole, 
The death of CHRIST includes, not only his ſuffer- 
* but his obedience. The ſhedding of his precious 


55 Hzoey 1 Omnes jnflitie faries, atque adeo _ 
quoque, c#terarum majorum arrhabonem, BEXGEL. 


2 ph. i. 7. + Eph. ii. 13. J Rom, v. 9. 
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blood, was at once the grand inſtance of his ſuffering, 
and the finiſhing act of his obedience. In this view it 
1s confidered, and thus it is interpreted, by his own 


ambaſſador, who, ſpeaking of his divine MASTER, 
ſays, He was obedient unto death, even the death of the 


By the ſame figure, faich ———— ſaid to be a 
lively influential perſuaſion, That CHRIST died for our 
ins g. At other times, it is repreſented as a firm prac- 
tical belief, That GOD hath raiſed him from the dead +. 

Neither of which can, without the utmoſt contrariet y 
to the analogy of ſcripture, be taken in the exc/ufrue 
ſenſe. Each act mult be underitood, not ſeparately, 
but jointly ; each as implying both, or reciprocally in- 
ferring one another. 

In like manner, when the ſcripture aſcribes our 
juſtification to the death of CHRIST awe are not to 
think, that it would ſet a/ide, but imply his obedience. 
It is not becauſe his active obedience has no concern in 
procuring the bleſſing, but becauſe his bitter paſſion was 
the moſt conſpicuous, and the completing ſtage of his 
ever-glorious undertaking. Then, and not till then, he 
could truly ſay, FA THER, 4 * finiſhed the work 

thou gaveſt me to do * 

Ther. According to your accoget then, it ſhould be 
poſſible for a man to have all his fins pardoned, yet not 
attain to complete juſtification 3 which is as contrary to 
ſound ſenſe, and true divinity, as to imagine, that 
crookedneſs may be moved. and the obzect not be- 
come ſtraight. 

Aſp. No, Theron. I only aparchens, that pardon 
does by no means exhauſt the who/e nature of juſtifica- 
tion. For which I have a better warrant than my own 
apprehenſion : He was delivered for eur fins, and ro? 

ain for our juſtification. * O molt comfortable word,” 

aith our church,. a erm. ko be born in remem» 


: C Phil, i, 8. Theoriginal is Moyes gude, oe, — Not only 
in death, but through his whole, lite, eve une death. That ſanle 


principle of duty to GOD, which influenced our SAVIOUR's life, 
carried him on to the laſt and 3 aft + obedience, his volun- 
tary ſubmiſſion to death. . 
$ 1 Cor. xv. 3. + Row e Joby w 4. 
” „ brance ! 
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« brance! He died to put away ſin; ii i; one part 
of juſtification : He roſe again to endow us with 
«. righteouſneſs f ;” this is the other part. 

According to my account it is impoſſible, that the 
active and paſſive obedience of our REDEEMER 
ſhould be disjoined. To whomfoever the one is im- 

ed, from him the other is not with-held. They were 
undivided in CHRIST the illuſtrious head; and they 
are undivided in their application to his myſtical body. 
As CHRIST in ſuffering obeyed, and in obeying ſut- 
fered ; ſo, whoever receives CHRIST as an atone- 
ment, receives him alſo as a righteouſneſs, 

This has been obſerved before ; and, if this be real 
fact, what an ine/timably precious. gift is the gift of 
CHRIST ! Never was the molt ſovereign remedy, fo 
admirably ſuited to any malady, as this is adapted to 
our neceſſitous and miſerable ſtate. In HIM may we 
be found, living and dying! How ſafe, how happy 
then Let me not weary your patience, if I repeat a 

from our excellent Dr. Lightfoot ; which, 
though artleſs and remarkably ſimple, has very much 
affected my mind, and, I hope, will leave ſome valuable 
impreſſion on my friends. Juſtification,” ſays that 
judicious divine, „is a man's being intereſted in all 
« CHRIST 's righteouſneſs. And, if any thing is to 
be longed for, ſure that is, to be intereſted in all 
„CHRIS T's righteouſneſs.” Mrs FR 

Ther. You don't weary my patience z neither do 
you ſatisfy my doubts. For you take no notice of the 
abſurdity objected, and the compariſon which enfarces 


Re 1; rn \ ou: 1 ah ans 
Aſp. Your compariſon, my dear friend, is not found- 
ed on a parallel caſe. Neither ſenſe nor philoſophy. find 
a medium between the removal of erookedneſs, and the 
ſucceſſion of ſtraightneſs, But reaſon diſcerns an appas 
rent, and revelation maintains an important difference, 
between the pardon of ſin, and a title to life. This has 
already been proved from ſcripture, and is, to me at 
leuſt, evident from the very nature of things. If a 


+ For this, and the preceding quotation, ſe: aur zom y ou the re- 
furrecion, 4! | Ss STS 


kirg, 
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king, in favour of ſome condemned malefactor, revoke 
the ſentence of death; this is one very conſiderable act 
of clemency. . But if he pleaſes to make the pardoned 
criminal a partater of his kingdom, or an heir of his 
crown ; this ſurely is a new, and a much higher in- 
Rance of royal bounty. 
Since you infiſt upon a nile the word of GOD, 
which always ſpeaks with conſummate propriety, will. 
furniſh us with one. Zechariah illuſtrates the doctrine 
of juſtification, He repreſents the ſinner by a perſon 
arrayed in filthy garments. His pardon is deſcribed by 
taking away this fordid apparel : by which benefit, ke- 
ceaſes to be defiled ; yet is he not hereby clothed ; yet 
is he not hereby juſtified. This is an additional bleſ- 
fing, ſignified: by putting on change of raiment *, and 
ons Am. beautiful — whe 9 — tally. 
The two conſtituent parts of juſtification are ſeverally 
diſplayed, and ſtrongly nad Here we have the re- 
moval of filth, and the aeceſſion of beauty; that which 
frees us from being abhorred, and that which repders 
us accepted; which, though diſtinguiſhable in them- 
ſelves, and diſtinguiſhed by the ſacred wier, are al- 
ms united in the divine donation. + 

After all, I readily acknowledge, that the eindncy 
of an earthly ſovereign, the proceedings'of an earth}y 
tribunal, or the generoſity of an earthly benefactör, are 
but partial and inadequate repreſentations of this won- 
derful affair; becauſe, in the oaſe of juſtifying a ter, 
all is abſolutely free, yet all is Ariat y due; abſolutely, 
free, with reſpe to unworthy man; rely Gus, vath 
regard to the merits of CHRIST. 

Ther. Due to CHRIST— This notion, I pe i is 
founded upon a covenant; a chimnerical covenant, that 
CHRIST would take upon bim the obedience required 
from man, of which there i is not the an intimation in. 
Holy ſcripture. 

Aſp. That CHR IST underedeh every whips neceſſh- 
ry, to redeem 4% /inners from death and hell; every 
thing neceſſary, to procure for attainted rebels a title to 
life and d glory; this cannot be reckoned chimerical. 


- 


* 8 
D Zee, . . 45 5 | This 
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This muſt be as real, as that loſt ſinners are redeemed, 
or attainted rebels reſtored. Every proof of the one 
proves and eſtabliſhes the other. This is what we call 
a covenant; and, from its benign nature, Tu Cove- 
NANnT OF GRACE. K by. 

Without undertaking this, T ſee not how our LORD 
could ſuſtain the character of a SURETY ; nor, with- 
out fulfilling it, how he could execute the office of a 
REDEEMER.—And, I believe, you yourſelf will be 
at a loſs to ſhew, with what kind of juſtice the eternal 
FATHER could {lay *® our iniquities on the innocent 
JESUS, unleſs he had con/ented to be anfwerable for 
our c. f 
- Ther, This is no anſwer to my objection. I ſaĩid 
and it has been aſſerted by a very eminent and able 

at there is no intimation of any ſuch covenant 
in the whole ſcriptures. . 

Aſp. What then can be the meaning of thoſe remark- 
able words in the prophecy af Zechariah, The counſel 
of peace ſhall be between them both? Here, I think, the 


* Ifai. liti. 6. | | 
. + Zech. vi. 12, 13. Theſe two verſes contain a brief, but very 
fir e deſcription of the REDEEMER ; of bis perſon, his office, and 
his glory, together with the all-gracioas cauſe, and ever-bletled fruit 
of our redemption. k 

His perſon : He is the man, or, as the Hebrew imports, the real, 
but at the ſame time the illuſtrious man, —=#hseſe name is the 
| BRANCH; being the new origin of a pew race; the father of a 
ſpiritual ſced, who are children, not of the fleſh, but of the pro- 
miſe.—A braneh that ſhall ſpring, not from a common root, not 
from any human planting, but Treum from under himfelf; being 
torn of à pure virgin, aud by the power uf his dn SPIRIT, he 
ſhall be both ſtock and ſtem to himſelf. 

His office : it is to build the temple, the church of the elect, which 
is the houſe of the living GOD; in which be dwells, and by whom 
he is worthipped; laying the foundation of this ſpiritual edifice in 
his eroſs, and cementing it with his blood. Which he ſhall rule as 
2 ting, after having redeemed it as a prief; uniting the ſacerdotal 
cenſer with the regal diadem, and being à prie/t = his throne. 
Henee proceeds his g/ory : for he tends not, like ot 
fering ail 


y the ſame oblations; but, having by one ſacrifice ob- 
tained eternal redemption for us, is ſet down at the right hand of 
the MAJESTY on high. 

What is the cauſe of theſe great events? What bnt that moſt 
facred and augult convention, the counſel of peace, which was = . 


er prieſts, of- 
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covenant is mentioned, and the parties are ſpecified. —. 
The counſel of peace, if J miſtake not, ſignifies the my- 
ſterious and unſearchable contrivance, formed for the 
recovery of ruined man. Formed and carried into 
execution by the LORD Almighty, or GOD the FA- 
THER, and that illuſtrious perſon, who is to bui/d the 
temple, and bear the glory. A character, which none 
can claim, a taſk, to which none is equal, but the 
bleſſed JESUS only. f 
In Pſalm the xlth, the conditions of the covenant are 
circumſtantially recorded; which were the incarnation, 
obedience, and death of the eternal SON : A body ha 
thou prepared me. Lo! I come to do thy will; and to 
offer one ſacrifice for fn. The accompliſhment of theſe 
conditions, is alledged and pleaded by our great ME- 
DIATOR, in the introduction to his laſt folemn 
prayer T. What he implores, in the proceſs of his ſup- 
icati may be looked upon as the recompence t, de- 
creed him by the FATHER, and ſtipulated in this 
magnificent treaty.— Huplaret, did I ſay? It is very ob- 
ſervable, that our LORD makes a demand, rather than 
a requeſt. The expreſſion is not g, but 92> ||; 2 
word of authority, not of ſupplication. He claims 
what, by the FATHER's engagement, and by his 
own obedience, was become his unqueſtionable right. 
Here are the parties of the covenant ; the conditions 
of the covenant ; the performance of the covenant; and 
the reward, which, by virtue of ſuch” performance, is 
merited, is claimable, is due. All this, I fhonld imagine, 
amounts to an intimation, and ſomewhat more than an 
intimation of the covenant. 
Ther. This you call the covenant of grace: but if we 


tled between them both ? between the LORD IEKHOVAH on one 
hand, and the man whoſe name is the BRANCH on the other.— 
Called a carnſel, from the entire conſent, which actuated each par- 
23 and the tranſcendent wiſdom, diſplayed in the whole ſche me. 

he counſel of peace, becauſe of its ſovereign efficacy to make peace 
with an offended GOD, peace in the accuſing conſcience, peace. 
atnong people of jarring tempers and diſcordant principles. 

S Heb. x. 5; y, 12. + John xvii 

+ This recompence is ſpecified and promiſed in another authentic 
copy of the ſame grand treaty, repiſtered Iſal. xlix. 1——6. 

Not I %%, but I ui. john xvii. 24. Sic vols, fic jubeo. 

oo are 
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are juſtified by CHRIS T's fulfilling of the law, we 
are juſtified by works. So that, before you can ſtrike 
out fuch a way of ſalvation, you muſt contradict? your- 
ſelf: and, what is more adventurous, you mult aboliſh 
that fundamental principle of the goſpel ; By the works 
of the law, ſhall no fleſh be juſtified, 

Aſp. We are, I grant it, juſtified by works. But 
whoſe? The works of CHRIST, not our own.— 
This is very far from contradicting ourſelves; equally 
far is it from — what you eall a © principle of 
« the goſpel.” Which, though an undeniable truth, 
is not an evangelical doctrine. Becauſe, it only ſhews 
us our miſerable itate, and the utter impoſſibility of re- 
lieving ourſelves. Whereas, nothing is genuine goſpel “, 
but what ſpeaks comfort, and adminiſters recovery. 

Between the covenant of works, and the covenant of 

grace, this, I apprehend, is the difference. In the for- 
mer, man was to obtain eternal lite by his per/onal obe- 
dience: by the latter, the obedience of bis ſurety is 
accepted inſtead of his own. The righteouſneſs re- 
quired by both, is not /arcere, but complete; not pro- 
portioned to the abilities of fallen man, but to the purt- 
ty of the law, and the Majeſty of the LAWGIVER.— 
By this means, the glory of GOD as an awful ſove- 
reign, and the glory of his law as an inviolable ſyſtem, 
are entirely preſerved and illuſtriouſſy diſplayed. The 
ſalvation of ſinners, neither claſhes with the truth, nor 
interferes with the juſtice of the ſupreme LEGISLA- 
TOR. On the contrary; it becomes a fazthful and juſt 7 
procedure of the moſt high G OD, to juttify im that 
believeth on FESUS. 
+ Ther you make this difference between the 
two covenants, where is four authority from ſcripture ? 
Which of the ſacred writers have taught us, that, though 
one demanded perſonal, the other is content with vica- 
riour obedience ? | 


4 The goſpel, preciſely conſidered, and as it ſtands in. contra- 

diſtintion to the law, is the doctrine of pardon and life through 

1 — CHRIST; through his ſatisfaction and righteouſneſs, free- 

y preſented to loſt ſinners, and freely to be applied for their ſalva- 
dion. | - 4 

+ 2 John i. 9. 

a Aſo. 
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- Aſp. Which: — De int three. The moſt eminent hiſ- 
toriany the moſt enraptured poet; and the moſt zealous 
her. I need not inform you, that I mean Moſes, 

vid, and Paul. 

The teſtimony of David has already been recited. — 
Moſes gives us a conciſe, but very inſtructive account of 
the ſecond covenant. With w, according to his re- 
preſentation, was it made? Not with Adam, or any 
of his poſterity; but with the LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
in the room and ſtead of both. None of the articles are 
propoſed to a poor, impotent, ruined creature. It is 
not a law of commandments, but a free promiſe only, 
that muſt afford relief in a fallen ſtate. Thereſore the 
whole burden is configned over to the inter poſing SA- 
VIOUR, fignificantly deſcribed by the feed f the auo- 
man. It is not ſaid, « Thy beſt endeavours, O Adam, 
* thy true re- and ſincere obedience, ſhall re- 
« trieve this \ miſcarriage ;. but, the ſeed of the au- 
« . man ſhall bruiſe the ferpent's bead *. The SON of the 
« MOST HIGH, by taking thy nature, ſubmitting to 
thy obbgations, and ſuffering death for thy fins, it a 
„ even HE, ſhall fully repair thy loſs.” 

CHRIST, we fee, undertook to execute the condi- 
tions. CHRIST was our repreſentative in this great 
tranſaction. For which reaſon he is ſtyled by St. Paul, 
the ſecond man r, and the ſurety of a better covenant } — 
Our help being laid upon ONE, that is fo mighty; 
upon ONE, that is ſo faithful; the covenant is ſaid to 
be, in all things well ordered and fure\|. Admirably well 

_ erdered indeed, for the comfort of the Chriſtian, and 
the ſecurity of his ſalvation.—* *Tis true, may he ar- 
« puec, I cannot fulfil the conditions; and *tis equally 
true, that no ſuch thing is required at my hands. The 
„LORD JESUS CHRIST, of his adorably rich 
«4 goodneſs, has performed all that was 20-1 099 oi 
\ ." « and 


Gen. iii. 15. I Cor. xv. 48. + Heb. vii. 22. 
Fn Sam, Avi. 387. Py ty 
$ Wirſins, iaſtead of repreſenting the covenant of grace as a chi- 
mericai thing, molt affectionately and charmingly difplays its excel- 
lency; Si guicquam ergo attentiſſima . conſideratione diguum cenſeri de- 
deat, ſane id fædus gratiæ e/t. Mic vin oftenditur ad meliorem terreſtr: 
* | Paradijur', 
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« and has eſtabliſhed, for me and for his people, a va- 
« id title to the promiſes , the privileges, and—. 
Ther. has thereby releaſed me from all obligation 
« to practical duty.” —Farewel then to our own+obe- 


dience. No more occaſion for any holineſs of life. 


Nay, the fluice is opened for an inundation of ungodli- 
neſs Fine divinity truly! Should I not rather fay ? 
Downright Antinomianiſm! ; Rk. 

Aſp. No, my friend: CHRIST came not to deſtroy * 
the law, but to fulfil+. He has fulfilled it, to the utter- 
moſt, in his own perſon. He has alſo merited for us 
thoſe ſapplies of the SPIRTT, which alone can enable 
weak corrupt creatures to yield acceptable obedience.— 
Though our LORD JESUS died, and was obedient 
for the ung2dly ; though he always fnds us ungodly, 
when he juſtifies us; yet he never leaues his people in 
this abominable ſtate. On the contrary, he teaches 
them, and by this very grace of free juſtification, 4% ar- 
ny all ungodlineſs and worldly lufts t. EF 7-2 
Pray, let us conſider the. tenour of this covenant ; 
ſince you are ſo very apprehenſive of its conſequences. — 
« [ will put my laws inte their minds, and on their hearts 
& mill 1 write them ||. They ſhall diſcern ſuch a beauty 
« and glory in my precepts, as will engage their deſires, 
« and win their affections. So that it ſhall no longer 
© be their burden, but their delight, even their meat 
« and drink, to do the will of their FATHER in hea- 
Paradiſum, & ad certiorem 8 felicitatem, ed qua Adams 
excidit, Hic 7 {pes perditis mortalibus alluces, que eo gratior 75 
debet, quo inexſpeFatior obvenit. Hic conditiones offernntur, quibus 
eterna ſalus anne xa eſt; condivones non a nobis rurſus praſtanda, quod 
animum deſpandere faceret; ſed ab E O, qui vitd non excedet, antequan: 
vere dixeru, conſummatum eſt. De Occon. Lib. II. Cap. i. 


Therefore tne apoſtle uſes this remarkable expreſſion, Core - 
nants of Promiſe,” Eph. il. 12.—Covenants, in the plural number: 


becauſe adminiſtered at ſundry times, and manifeſted in divers 


manners; though the fubftance of each was one and the ſame, 
namely CHRIST.—Covenapts, not of mutual contract, but of ab- 
ſolute grace; becauſe the bleſſings were not propoſed on the foot of 
obligatory conditions, but by way of free t, or unconditional 
promiſe. , I will be their GOD; they ſtall be my people. Jer. 
XXII. 33. , 7 

+ Matt. v. 17. { Tit. ii. 12. |} Heb, viii. ro. 


Vor. I. F f 8 yen,” 


—— —— 22 
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60 ven. This, you will own, is practical duty, in its 
moſt perfect form. And this is one benefit of the cove- 
nant; one of the privileges purchaſed by our great 


MEDIATOR. Now it ſeems wondrous ſtrange, that 


the purchaſe of an eſtate for you or me, ſhould be rec- 
koned the ſure means to d-prive us of the poſſeſſion, or 

debar us from the enjoyment. 5 
How often is this weak ſurmiſe urged as an argu- 
ment? All whoſe plauſibility is owing to a palpable miſ- 
take, or an egregious fallacy: to a ſuppoſed ſeparation 
of things, which, are abſolutely inſeparable; I mean, 
our juſtification. and our ſanctification“.— Vou are a 
philoſopher, Theron. Try, if you can ſeparate grac/- 
ty from the ſtone, or heat from the fire. It theſe bodies 
and their efential properties, if theſe cauſes and their 
neceſſary effects, are indiſſolubly connected; ſo are a ge- 
nuine faith, and a conſcientious obedience. To ſuppoſe 
them diſunited, is as contrary to ſound divinity, as it 
would be contrary to true philoſophy, if you ſhould talk 
of a burning ſubſtance that has no warmth, or of a ſo- 
1id ſubſtance that has no weight.—Never therefore, my 
dear friend, repeat this ſtale objection; never propagate 
this ungrounded i clamour; nor adopt a cavil, which 
is 


* See Iſai. xlv. 24. 1 Cor. i. 30. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Where theſe 
bleſſings walk hand in hand; and never were, never will, never 
can be parted. No more, than the delicious ſcents, can be ſeparat- 
ed from the beautiful bloom of the roſe or carnation. Let the flow- 
er be expanded, and the fragrance tranſpires. Let juſtification take 
place, and, under a ſenſe of this delightful privilege, the heart is 
purified ; the life is rectiſied; the whole man ſanctified. 

+ This puts me in mind of what 'Trieodorus replied to Philocles ; 


ho was often inſinuating, that he preached licentious dectrine; be- 


cauſe he enlarged, with peculiar aſſiduity, upon faith in JESUS 
CHRIST; and frequently choſe fuch texts as, Believe in the LORD 
FESUS, and thau ſbalt le ſaved. 
I preach ſalvation by JESUS\CHRIST ; and give me leave to 
« aſk, whether you know what falvation by CHRIST means ?''— 
Philocles. pauſed. He began to bluſh; would have eluded the 
queſtion, and declined an anſwer.— No, faid Theodorns : You 
4+ muſt permit me to inſiſt upon « reply. Becauſe, if it be a right 
« one, it will juſtify me and my conduct: if it be a wrong one, it 
« will prove, that you blame you know not what; and have more 
«« reaſon. to inform yourſelf, than to cenſure others.“ 
10 This diſconcerted bim ſtill, more. Upon which *» 
a r F , g . c a 
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is altogether as unphiloſophical, as it is anti- evangeli- 
cal. 

Ther. We digreſs from the point. My principal ob- 
jection is not ſatisfied. I was obſerving that, according 
to y9ur manner of ſtating the affair, ſalvation is no long- 
er free, but founded upon works. They are the works 
of the law, though CHRIST performs them. To 
maintain, that we are juſtified by theſe works, is to con- 
found the difference between the law and the goſpel. 

Aſp. Though we ſhould admit your premiſes, we 
eannot acquieice in your concluſion. The ſame righte- 
ouſneſs, by which we are juſtified, is both legal and e- 
vangelical. Legal, in reſpect to CHRIST, who was 
made under the law, that he might obey all its com- 
mands. Evangelical, in reſpect to us, who work not 
ourſelves, but believe in- the great FULFILLER of 
all righteouſneſs. —This is mach of the ſame nature, 
with that other momentous diſtinction in divinity ; ſal- 
vation 1s freely given, yet dearly bought. Freely given, 
with regard to us; dearly bought, with regard to 
CHIRST. So, we are juſtified by works, if you look 
forward to our SURETY: we are juſtified without 
works, if you caſt a retroſpective view on ourſelves. 

Theron was revolving theſe points in his mind, —Af-- 


eceded. % Salvation by CHRIST means, not only a deliverance 
from the guilt, but alſo from the power of fin ; the latter effefted 
* by means of the former. HK, gave bimſelf for us, that, having 
% reſcued us from the damnation of hell, and reſtored us to the hope 
of heaven, he might, by the faith or believing enjoy ment of theſe 
* bleſſings, redeem us from all iniquity.”—** Go now, Philocles, 
* and tell the world, that by teaching theſe doctrines, I promote 
* the cauſe of licentiouſncſs. And you will be jufl as ra/iorel, uit 
© as candid, juſt as true, as if you {ſhould affirm, that, whea your 
* houſe was in flames, the firemen, by play ing the engine, aud pour- 
* ing in water, burnt the building to the ground, and laid your 
* furniture in aſhes.” | 

The ſame-may be ſaid of thoſe writers, who, to depreciate the 
truth as it is in JESUS, and to diſcredit the great duty of a fünner, 
and talk of “a preſumptuaus inactive reliance on the blood ard me- 
„ rits of CHRIST.” Which is mere inconſiſtency. Made up of 
incompatible ideas. A pretended or hypocritical reliance there may 
be: but, whenever reliance is rcal, it cannot be preſumptuaus, be- 
cauſe it has GOD's word for its w-rrant; it will not be izattive, . 
lace it is a connection with CHRIST the living Head. 
k | F ft 2 : paſio,, 
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fio, after a ſhort interval, renewed the diſcourſe.— 
1 know not, whether my friend is yielding to my argu- 
ments, or ſearching. after objections; deliberating upon 
a capitulation, or muſtering his forces for a freſh ſally. 
However, let me take this opportunity of dropping a 
hint, and fuggeiting a caution. 

The grand reaſon, which inclines ſome people to re- 

ject this comfortable doctrine, lies concealed, if not in 
an abſolute diſbelief of our LORD's eternal glory and 
GO DHEA, yet in unſettled apprehenſions of it, or an 
habitual inattention to it.— If our SAVIOUR was not 
really GOD, as ſome writers, unhappily miſtaken them 
ſelves, endeavour to perſuade the world; it would be a 
reaſonable practice, and entirely conſiſtent with their 
ſcheme, to diſavow the imputation of his righteouſneſs, 
Becauſe, upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, his obedience was no 
more than bounden duty; in which there could not be 
the leaſt pretence to merit, and which could be profit- 
able to none but himſelf. Whereas, if we verily believe 
nim to be the incarnate GOD, his ſubmiſſion to the 
Jaw becomes an act of voluntary humiliation. Which 
circumitance, together with the tranſcendent dignity of 
his perſon, render luis obedience not meritorious only, 
but inexpreſſibly and infnitely meritorious. 
As the blood of CHRIST is called GO D's own 
bl:od * ; ſo the obedience of CHRIST was performed 
in the perſon of that adorable MEDIATOR, who is 
GOD over allf., He acted through the whole courſe 
of his life, and ſuffered death at the laſt, not merely as 
man, but as 'GOD-Man; as Jr HOVAH-JESUsS, 
IMMANUEL.—Let me entreat you to remember, e- 
ver to remember, this all important article of our faith. 
And may the bleſſed SPIRIT of wiſdom give us an 
underſtanding, to know the weighty, the extenſive in- 
fluence of ſo glorious a truth! 

Ther. Far be it from me, to derogate from the dig - 
nity of our SAVIOUR's perſon, or to depreciate the 
merits of his mediatorial office. Place them as high, as 
words can reach; exalt them as far, as thought can 


Acts xx. 28. + Rom. ix. 3 
ſoar; 
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ſoar; I ſtedfaſtly believe you will ſtill fall ſhort, unmea- 
ſurably ſhort, of their real worth. But this conſideration 
ſeems to increaſe the abſurdity of your notion. For, it 
CHRIS I's righteouſneſs, i very righteouſneſs be im- 
puted; then, the true believers are akogether as righ- 
teous as CHRIST himiclt, Whercas, if you main- 
tain, that his righteouſneſs is imputed only as 40 its of> 
fedts, you will keep clear of this rock. a 
Asp. This, I apprehend, will be like keeping clear of 
Scylla, only to fall foul upon Charybdis. It will drive 
us upon a method, which is inſuſficiem, unneceilary, 
and apparently abiurd.— I h iẽỹ,j¹t. For, in order to- 
juſtification, that muſt be imputed, which anſwers the 
demands of the law. Now nothing can do this, but 
the righteoufneſs, the very righteoumeis of CHRIST, 
Who, by his perfect obedience, 7s ie end of the lan for 
righteouſneſs. — Unneceſſary. M hat are the effects of the 
REDEEMER's righreoufnels? Pardon of ſin, and jul- 
tification of our perſons. When the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST is imputed, . we have pardon, we have juſtiſi- 
cation. T heſe therefore need not be imputed, becauſe 
they are poſſeſſed: polleſſed, as the never-failmng effects 
of an intereſt in th? REDEEMER's righteouineſs—- 
Sanctification is another effect or fruit ot CHRIST's 
righteouſneſs. But how ſtrange would it be, to talk ot 
an imputed love of. GO D! imputed purification of 
heart! imputed. reformation of life! Is not all this ap- 
parently ab/urd? > 
You are fixed in thought, my friend. That brow, - 
which is generally open and expanded, I fee contracted 
almoſt into a frown. Diſpleaſed, perhaps, with the mo- 
roſe and. meagre buſineſs of argumentation. KN 
Ther. No, Aſpaſio. I am not diſpleaſed; but I muſt 
conſeſs, your arguments put my attention a little upon 
the ſtretch. ä b 
Aſp. Well then; we will ſlacken the cords, and re- 
lieve your attention; by giving. a familiar and comforts 
able view of this great tranſaction. It is repreſented in 
ſeripture under the form of a judicial proceſs. GON 
himfelf is the judge; inconceivably holy to abhor, and 
inflexibly juſt to puniſh fin. A triþunal is erected, and 
micribed wich this motto; H will judge the ferrets of 
| 4; Þ. | men, 
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men, and will in no wiſe clear the guilty. The perſons 
ſummoned to appear, are Adam and his children. The 
accuſers are, the precepts of the law, the voice of con- 
ſcien and the tempter of the brethren, Satan. All 
theſe advance and urge the charge; the charge of guiit ; 
horrid, aggravated, damnable guilt. The charge is 
proved; is evidenced by ten thouſand thouſand facts; is 
abſolutely undeniable. What can the priſoner do? IA 
has nothing to alledge in his own defence. He is 
dumb with conviction, and covered with confuſion.— 
Now therefore he expects the ſentence of condemnation, 
and the execution of vengeance. Bur at this hour or 
need, a refuge is provided by grace, rich and free be- 
yond all imagination. JESUS CHRIST the righte- 
ons, becomes an advocate for the ſpeechleſs wretch. 
IMMANUEL, the Son ef GOD, and ſon of man, 
pleads his cauſe. Deliver him from deſtruction. I 
« am his ſurety. I nave made a full atonement ; I 
« have brought in a complete rightconſneſs.” —This 
plea, coming from a divine and infinite perſon, is al- 
lowed to be valid. Coming from the repreſentative and 
turety of the ſinner, is admitted on his behalf. This is 
imputation.— Then follow the effects of divine imputa- 
tion. A ſentence is pronounced in the ſinner's favour; 
abſolving him from alt guilt ; releaſing him from all pe- 
nalties; declaring him approved of GOD, and entitled 
ro heaven. This is 7uftification.—When the holy SPI 
RIT convinces the ſinner, how much he ſtands in need 
of this bleſſing; teaches him to ſee clearly, that it is 
perfectly free for his acceptance; and enables him, by 
faith unfeigned, to apply it unto himſelf; then he is 
partaker of the gift, he is 7u/tifed. Making continual 
uſe of this unſpeakable benefit, he knows, that .he is 
paſſed from death unto life ; and by this knowledge, he 
is renewed “, he is ſanctifed. | 

This view will, I trult, both relax your attention, 
and comfort your heart. WEL, | 

Ther. I am obliged to you, Aſpaſio, for your illuſ- 
tion. But ſtill the difficulty remains. Jo illuſtrate, 


Col. ii. 20. 
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is one thing; to demonſtrate, is another. The light, 
which ſhews me the colour of a mountain, does not re- 
move it from my paths. It CHRIST's very righte- 
ouſneſs is imputed to believers, it {till appears to me, 
that behevers muſt be altogether as righteous as 
CHRIST himſelf. | 
Aſp. Believers are partakers of that very righteouſ.. 
neſs, which renders CHRIS F the delight of his almigh- 
ty FATHER. They are intereſted in a Het and 
everlaſting righteouſneſs. Nay; they are made the rigl- 
texufneſs of GOD in CHRIST. Notwithſtanding theſe: 
glorious privileges, believers are far trom being al- 
together as righteous as CHRIST—unleſs you can 
ſuppoſe, that to be the receiver, is in all reſpects the- 
ſame, as to be the author and finiſher—unleſs, to 
have an imputed righteouſneſs for our own particular 
uſe, be altogether the ſame as to have a mediatorial. 
righteouſneis, for the juſtification of others—unleſs, 
you eſteem it one and the ſame thing, to be made 
righteous ourſelves by a meritorious ſurety, and to 
make others, even innumerable millions of ſinners. 
righteous, from our own ſtock of merit.— Theſe are 
circumſtances, which create a material, a marvelous 
difference, between the righteouſneſs of CHRIST and 
his people. Which yield room for a vaſt, for: an un- 
meaſurable pre-eminence of his to theirs. 301 
Ther. Admitting, that believers cannot make other 
righteous; yet, if CHRIST 's obedienes be accounted- 
their righteouſneſs, they ſeem to have no more need of 
fardoning merey, than CHRIST. himſelf. —74 
Aſp \ becauſe, before this imputation, they were 
ſunk in guilt, and dead in ſins. Becauſe, after it, they 
are defective in their duty, and in many things offend. 
Ter. Does not this doctrine render the interceſſion 
of our SAVIOUR' ſuperfluous ? What occaſion have 
they tor an advocate with the FATHER, whole righ- 
teouſneſs has neither blemiſh nor imperfection? 1 
: Aſp. They ſtand in need of an advocate: firſt, that 
they may be brought home to the REP ATRER of their 
breaches *, and made partakers of his righteouineſs by 


® Iſai. lyith 22. 
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a real faith. Next, that their faith may be preſerved, 
notwithſtanding all oppoſition, ſtedfaſt and immoveable ; 
or rather may be carried on, victorious and triumphant, 
even to the end. | 

Ther. You ſay, CHRIST performed all that was 
ec conditional; then he reperted for us, and believed 
for us. This muſt be admitted in purſuance of your 
principles. But this is ſo wild a notion, ſo contrary to 
reaſon and ſcripture, that to mention it, is to refute it, 
- Aſp. CHRIST performed: whatever was required by 
the covenant of works, both before it was violated, and 
after it had been tranſgreſſed. But neither repentance 
nor faith were comprehended in this inſtitution. It knew 
nothing of the one, and it would not admit of the other. 

It was not therefore neceſſary, neither indeed was it poſſi- 

ble, for our immaculate. and divine LORD, to repent 

of ſin, or believe in a. SAVIOUR. But he did un- 
ſpeakably more. He put away ſin by the ſacrifice of hin. 
felf *; he is himſelf the SAVIOUR of all the ends of 
the earth; and he has power to beſtow that blefle«! 

SPIRIT, which worketh faith, and produceth repent- 

ance. 

Ther. However, from what you have advanced, this 
will unavoidably follow ; that a man is to be juſtified, 
under the character of a notorious tranſgreſſor of the 
law; and juſtified under the character of a ſinleſs ob- 
ſerver of the law. And what is this, but a glaring i1- 
conſiſtency ? | 

Af. This is not preciſely the thing, we mean, We 
maintain indeed, that a man is juſtified, as a tranſgre(- 
ſor; for HE juftifieth the ungodly. But being juſtificd, 
he enters upon a new ſtate; he acquires a new  charac- 
ter; he is no longer darkneſs. and guilt, but righteouſ- 
neſs and light in the LORD.— Neither is this in- 
conſiſtent, but harmonious ; if we take in the two - 

Aituent parts of juſtification, the acquittance from guilt, 
and a title to life. The former ſuppoſes ns to be tranſ- 
greſſors of the law; and ſuch the higheſt ſaints in tlie 
world are. The latter requires us to be fulfillers of 
the law; and ſuch mult the inheritors of heaven be.— 


® Hed. ix. 26. 
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Much leſs is this inconſiſtent, if we conſider believerss 
in their perſonal and relative capacity; as they are in 
themſelves, and as they are in their SURETY. No- 
torious or confeſſed tran{greifors in themlelves, they 
have a ſinleſs obedience in CHRIST. The conſciouſ- 
neſs of that, will be an everlaſting motive to humility 
the belief of this, an inexhauttible ſource of joy. 

All this is no more inconſiitent. than the union of a 
— contexture, and a lightſome ſplendor, in thoſe 

etached clouds, which float amidſt the firmament. In 
themſelves they are a louring and dark collection of va- 
pours; by the impreſſion of the. ſun-beams, they are 
fair and bright as the polithed ſilver. 

Ther. Atter all, the imputation taught in ſcripture, 
is not the imputation of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, but 
of our own faith, Agrecbly to the apoitle's expreſs de- 
claration, Abraham believed GOD, and it was imputed 
to him for righteouſneſs *. 

Aſp. This objection admits the thing in diſpute, though 
it coutroverts the way and manner ot obtaining it. Ad- 
mits the neceſſity of ſome adive, pritive righteouſneſs, in 
order to our juſtification. In this particular, I am glad 
to agree with my Theron: and in this particular, I be- 
keve, the generality of ſerious people agree with us 
both. — Whenever their conſciences are awakened ; when- 
ever they ſeek to eſtabliſh the hope of eternal life, they 
conſtantly turn their eyes to /o-2e righteouſneis. Which, 
they apprehend, may, either in whole or in part, an- 

ſwer the demands of JEHOVAH's law. Some look 
to their own zealous reformation and /rncere obedience, 
Others call, in to their ſuecour works of ſupererogation 
in this world, and the diſcipline of purgatory in another. 
My friend would aſſign this office to his faith. 

\ Ther. Is this a proper anſwer to my objection, Aſpa- 
fio? The text is point-blank againſt your tenet, You 
do wiſely therefore, not to confront, but to elude the 
evidence. 

Aſp. I did not intend it for an anſwer; only as an 
gcca/rmal obſervation. Which, nevertheleſs, has a pret- 


® Rom. iv. 3. 
ty 
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ty cloſe connection with the ſubject.— Neither would I 
uſe ſo mean a ſubtertuge, as to elude an argument, 
which I could not confute. If my friend had allowed 
me leiſure to explain myſelf, this thoutd have been my 
reply. 

It is the very nature of faith, to renounce all confi. 
dence in any work, duty, or qualification of our own. It 
is the very nature of faith, to diſclaim itſelf, and to find 
the whole of our juſtifying righteouſneſs in CHRIST 
alone. Not I, ſays faith, but the infinite merit of 
% my LORD.” This is moſt forcibly demonſtrated, 
and no leſs zealouſly inculcated, in the epiltle to the 
Philippians *. There the apoſtle interprets himſelf, and 
ſettles the ſubje& of our preſent inquiry. There he ex- 
preſly declares that the ground of his own comfort, the 
cauſe of his own juſtification, was, not the grace of faith, 
but the righteouſneſs which is of GOD by faith. Not 
the act of believing, but that grand and glorious object. 
of a ſinner's belief, the LORD our Righteouſneſs. And 
why ſhould we not regard the narrative of his experi- 
ence, as the very beſt expoſition of his doctrine. 

Beſides; what was that faith of Abraham, to which 
the apoltle refers? and which he propoſes, as the inva- 
riable model of our juſtification — lt was faith in the 
promiſed feed even in JESUS CHRIST the righte- 
ous . It was a firm perſuaſion, that this illuſtrious 
PERSON ſhould ſpring from his loins; ſhould be the 
author of eternal ſalvation to himſelf, and to a multi- 
tude of believers, numberleſs as the ſtars of heaven. 

. Accordingly, it is aſſirmed by the evangeliſt, that 
Abraham ſaw CHRIST's day. He ſaw his meritorious 
obedience ; ſaw it with an eye of faith; and, applying 
it to his own ſoul, rejoiced. He rejoiced, you will ob- 
ſerve, not in his own faith, but in CHRIS T's day. 
An evident proof, that his juſtification was effected, not 
by the former, but by the latter Let us then tread in 
the ſteps of that holy patriarch; and we thall aſcribe 
little, we ſhall aſcribe nothing to our faith; but all to the 
infinitely. excellent righteouineſs of our REDEEMER. 


* Phil. iii. y, 8, 9, Compare Gen. xv.. s, 6. with 
Gal. ili. 16. y EIT ; 
* Ther. 
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Ther. Sure, Aſpaſio, you will not preſume to correct 
inſpiration ! The inſpired writer makes no mention ot a 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs, He ſays expreſoly and 
poſitively—/?, that is, Abraham's faith, and not any 
thing elſe, was counted unto him for righteouſneſs. 

#. True, Theron; as thoſe windows are reckon- 
ed, are counted, the lights of your houſe. And why? 
becauſe they, and not any — elſe, illuminate? No; 
but becauſe they afford a paſſage to the illuminating 
rays. Through them, the firſt and beſt of elements, is 
diffuſed into all your habitation.—So we are ſaved by 
grace through faith ; by grace imputing, through faith 
accepting, the righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST. 
Grace is the magnificent ſource of this nobler light ; 
faith is the means of tranſmitting it into all the facul- 
ties of the ſoul. mp 

When our LORD declares to the diſeaſed woman, 
Thy faith hath made thee whole *; how are we to under- 
ſtand his words ? That the patient's belief, and not 
the agency of CHRIST, wrought the cure? To ſup- 
poſe this, would be extremely derogatory to the power 
of our great PHYSICIAN. And if we aſcribe juſtifi- 
cation to the act of believing, this will be equally derc- 

atory to the obedience of our great MEDIATOR. 
In the former caſe, CHRIST and his omnipotent ope- 
ration, were al! in all. In the /atter caſe, CHRIST and 
his infinite merit, are all in all. In bath caſes, faith 
is only the eye to diſcern, or the hand to receive the 
ſovereign good. 12 

Ther. I apprehend, the apoſtle means, that Abra- 
ham's faith, inſtead of his own perfect obedience, was 
admitted as his juſtifying righteouſneſs, and became the 
cauſe of his acceptance with GO D. | 

Aſp. This, I think, cannot be the meaning. Becauſe, 
faith is very particularly di/tingui/hed from the righte- 
ouſneſs which is ) faith, which is faith f. - eſe 

| orms 


x Matt. ix. 22. 

+ Rom. ix. 30. Phil. iii. 9. The apoſtles, I believe, never 
make uſe of this phraſe, Jixaw0s1)s urig FiS@w5y or N THY n 
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forms of expreſſion, put an apparent difference between 
the evangelical faith, and the evangelical righteouneſ;, 
Since, whatever is by another, and of another, cannot, 
without the greateſt violence to reaſon and language, be 
reckoned that other.—If faith itſelf was the cauſe of 
our acceptance with G OD, then we ſhould be juſti- 
fied, each by ſomething of his own *®. Whereas, it 
ſtands upon record in the ſcriptures ; it is an adjudged 
point in the court of heaven, that by ONE man's obedi- 
ence, many ſhall be made righteous F.—If faith itſelf was 
the cauſe of our acceptance with GOD, then we ſhould 
be juſtified by a righteouſneſs, which is confeſſedly i: 
perfect. For, who has ever attained to the higheſt de- 
gree of this virtue? Or whole faith is not mixed with an 
alloy of unbelief?—In ſhort, if faith itſelf was the mat - 
ter of our juſtification, I fee not how boaſting could be 
excluded ; how the law could be ned; or what rea- 
fon the apoſtle could have, to account all things, but 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, meaner than droſs f. 
Say not, that we preſume to correct inſpiration. We 
only interpret the inſpired word in an harmonious con- 
Ffeency with itſelf. I his ſenſe is agreeable to the pre- 
Dailing doctrine, and to the current language of ſcrip- 
ture Io the prevailing doctrine; which is a BELIEv- 
wcm HIM, we musTIFIETH THE UNGODLY. Sift 
and examine this expreſſion; Him who juſtifieth. You 
will find, that the work is CHRIST's; CHRIS T's 


faith, but by or through faith. Making this grace, not the procur- 
ing cavſe, but only the inſtrument of applying, what is procured 
by another.—Such language as the former, ſeems contrary to the 
ſound words of our LORD JESUS CHRIS T. Yet, if Theron's 
ſenſe of the text under debate were admitted, the doctrine contained 
in this unſeriptural and offenfive ſtyle, is the unavoidable conſe- 


Faith, as an act or duty, is properly our own, and as ſuch it 
is repreſented in ſeripture. O woman, great is thy faith, Matt. xv. 
28. JESUS ſeeing weir faith, Matt. ix. 2. Alter I heard of your 
Saith;-Eph. i. xg. | 

* + Rom. v. 19. 


1 Phil. iti. 8. The original is (Cxooare— A word of the moſt 
contemptible meaning; it ſignifies the wortbleſs ſcraps, and ſordid 
offils, which are caſt to the dogs. The rcader may ſee this paſſage 
more fully explained in Letter v - 


* 
. 


and 
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and no others. The HOLY GHOST aſſigns not the 
leaſt ſhare, not ſo much as co- efficiency, to any other 
imaginable cauſe. Faith therefore, if it preſumes to 

ate this exalted prerogative, or if it pretends to 
the leaſt part in this important buſineſs, is a ſacrilegious 
uſurper.— To the current language; as when David 
prays, Purge me with hyſſsp, and I ſhall be clean *; as 
when GOD is called our fear , our hope t, our joy ||. 
In theſe places, the inſtrument is put for the agent, the 
act for the object. So in the paſſage before us, the ac 
of faith is put for the object of faith. It muſt be under 
ſtood, not abſolutely, but as ſome divines ſpeak, objec- 
tively, inſtrumentally, relatively. 

Ther. In the name of wonder, what can you mean 
by this heap of harſh and obſcure expreſſions! Let me 
entreat you, Aſpaſio, to ſpeak in your own ſtyle, not 
in the grim diale& of Aquinas. I have an irreconcil- 
able averſion to theſe ſcholaſtic terms. They are the 
barbariſms of divinity. I know but one uſe they are fit- 
ted to ſerve; that is, to perplex and puzzle a cauſe you 
cannot. maintain. Somewhat like the liquor, which a 
certain fiſh, when cloſely purſued, is faid to emit: by 
which the water is darkened, and the foe eluded. 

Aſp. This, Theron, is the meaning of our uncouth 
phraſes: It is not faith itſelf, which juſtifies ; but that 
righteouſneſs, which faith continually views ; which 
faith delightfully apprehends ; and on which it finally 
terminates. 

To be plainer ſtill—We are juſtified by faith, in the 
ſame manner, as we are fed by the hand, or nouriſhed - 
by the mouth. Neither the hand nor the mouth are 
the cauſe of our ſuſtenance, but i»//ruments only, that 


* Pal. li. 7. Purge me with Iyſſop ; that is, with the blood of 
atonement, ſprinkled by the bunch of hyſſop.— This is one of the 
moſt puny and deſpicable plants. It is placed, by Solomon, in the 
very lywejt elaſs of vegetables. Might not the HOLY GHOST intend 
to denote, by this typical image, the begzarly and inſignificant na- 
ture of faith, conſidered in itſe//? Which becomes reſpectable and 
efficacious, only by what it borrows ; only by what it receives, Sce 
1 Kings iv. 33. Heb. ix. 19. 


+ Gen. xxxi. 42, 33. + Pal. Ixxi. 5, Jer. xiv; 8. 
Paal. xliti. 4. | x 
Vor. I. G g of 
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of conveying it, this of receiving it *.—If an apoſtle 
affirms, we are juſtified by faith: faith itſelf declares, 
in the LORD have righteouſneſs Put theſe. paſlages 
together, and you will have the true ſenſe of our doc- 
trine, and the true doctrine of the goſpel. 

When Themiſtocles fled from the perſecution of his 
own countrymen, what recommended him to the pro- 
tection of King Admetus ?—Not his name; that was ob- 
noxious Not his actions; they had been hoſtile—But 
the perſon of the young Prince; whom the diſtreſſed re- 
ſugee caught up in his arms; and, charged with theſe 
credentials, preſented himſelf to the royal parent 1. — 
So, faith recommends to GOD, and juſtifes the ſoul, 
not for itſelf, or.its 0wn worth; but on account of what 
it embraces, what it preſents, and what it pleads. 

Ther. Is not this a fanciful diſtinction 2, and an ex- 

ceſlive refinement? Has it any foundation in ſcripture ? 

Ab. It is implied in almoſt all the repreſentations of 
CHRIST, and all the deſcriptions of faith which oc - 
cur in the ſacred writings. 


-* Though I am entircly of T heron's mind, and can by no means 
2:\mire our ſcholaſtic divines, or their /ogica} terms; yet a remark 
om Parzus, couched in this ſtyle, is ſo pertinent to the purpoſe, 
and ſo full an explication of the point, that it would be an injury to 
the cauſe, not to make it a part of my notes. And ſome readers, I 
anprehend; not much acquainted with this old-faſhioned huary dia- 
ect, may be well enough pleaſed to view a ſpecimen : and like it, as 
they do the ruſt of a medal, mercly for its unc outhneſs and anti- 
gaity. . N 
: « Faith quſtifies, (fays my anthor), not :fefively, as working an 
++ habitus] righteouſneſs in us; not materially, as though it were it- 
*« {elf the conſtituent cauſe of our juſtification; but it juſtifieth 9+- 
«« jefiiwely, as it apprehendeth CHRIST; and inſtrumentally, us it 
2 255851 his righteouſneſs.” RS 

+ This, ſays Plutarch, was a cuſtom peculiar to that country; 
s reckoned the moſt ſolemn method of ſupplicating favour; and 
teldom met with a repulſe.— Io which I may add, it is a cuſtom 
which Chriſtians ſhould imitate, in all their addreſſes to the GOD 
end "FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. When thus 
i ſed, thus improved, it will never fail of ſucceſs. . 
: Dr. Gill thought it no fanciful diſtinction, when he ſo judict- 
ei:{ly obſerved; faith is an a or duty of the foul, but does not juſ- 
tify as ſuch. It is a grace of the SPIRIT, but does not juſtify as 
ſuch, But we are juſtified by faith, as it lots to, apprebends, and em- 
daces CHRIST'S rightecuſneſs for our juſtification, . 

0 5 CHRIST 
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CHRIST is likened to c/;thing ; and believers are 
+ ſaid to have put n CHRIST FT. Now, it cannot be the 
a& of putting on, that covers our bodies, or keeps them 
warm, but the commodious garment, which is wore.— 
He is compared to bread: I am the bread »f life ||. Shall 
we ſay, it is the act of eating, which ſtrengthens the 
conſtitution, and recruits our ſpirits * No ſurely, but 
the food eaten and digeſted. CHRIST was typified: 
by the city of refuge h; and finners by the obnoxious: 
man- layer; who, if he fled to one of thoſe privileged 
abodes, and there remained, was fafe. No proſecution 
againſt him could be valid: he had nothing to fear 
from the avenger of blood. In this caſe, was it the bare 
act of flying, which ſcreened the criminal? By no 
means. This coveyed him to a place of ſecurity : but 
the place i/elf was his ſanctuary, his aſylum, his ſafe | 
| uard. | 

_ = Faith is ſtyled a receiving of CHRIST “. As many as 
received hin, to them gave he power, to them he granted 
the privilege, and the high prerogative, fo become the” 
fenr of GOD. The office of faith is, according to this 
definition, not to contribute its quota, much lets to de- 
poſit the whole ſum, but to take and uſe the ineftimable 
3 is called a laing unto FESUS +; in allu- 
ion, I ſuppoſe, to the famous expedient, provided for 
the wounded Iſraelites J. Our crucified LORD was 
prefigured by the brazen ſerpent ; our guilt by the 
itings of the fiery ſerpents ; and our faith by looking to 
the miraculous remedy. Did the healing power, L 
would aſk, reſide in the mere act of viewing? No; but 


* 2 Gal. iii. 7. | John vi. 35. § Numb. xxxv. 13. 


John i. 12. See alſo Rom. v. 17.; where a critic of accurate 
judzment, and delicate taſte, though little known in England), 
makes this remark on the word Azwoave)ts, Nen juſtificat actus 
amend, quatenis eft alus; ſed iilad quod. ſumilar aut appretienditur. 

ENGEL1US in loc. His annotations on the New Teſtament 
are compriſed in a ſmall quarto volume. They preſent the reader 
with, many refined obſervations on the elegancies of the ſtyle; and 
ſublimity of the doctrines. They are-a pattern of the conci ſe man- 
ner; they gratify our appetite, yet keep us hungry and craving; 
and, which is the crowning excellency, they all along indicate a. 

warm and glowing with the love of its ſubject. + 


+ Heb. xii. 2. 4. Numb. xxi. 8. 
Gg 2 in 
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in the emblem of a dying SAVIOUR, elevated on the 
pole, and ordained for the recovery of the people. Here 
all the efficacy was lodged. From hence it was all de- 
rived. The action of the eye, like the office of faith, 
was only to fetch home, and apply the ſanative virtue. 

Ther. Suppoſe all you advance to be true, and all 


you maintain to be ſolid, what is the advantage of ſuch 


a diſtinction? 

Ab. Much. It preſerves, unſhared and inviolate, 
the honour of GOD our SAVIOUR. It eſtabliſhes, 
on an immovable foundation, the hope and comfort of 
a Chriſlian.— An inſtance, which lately occurred, will 
explain my meaning. A certain writer, treating of that 
tremendous day, when GOD will ariſe to adminiſter 
eternal judgment; when he will come to be avenged of 
his unfaithtal ſervants, and to deſtroy his avowed ene- 
mies; exhorts us all to labour after a living faith 
© which alone,” ſays he, “can carry us ſaſe to the 
harbour, amidſt the univerſal deluge of woe, which 
js going to overflow the earth.“ 

This exhortation, you fee, aſcribes every thing to an 
#&t of our own; to man's faith, not to the REDEFE M- 
FR's righteouſneſs.” This, therefore, wuſt greatly diſ- 
honour the all- ſuſſicient REDEEMER, and his infi- 
nite merit. As this act of our own is confeſſedly im- 
perfect and changeable, it affords but a crazy bottom, 
vn which to embark our everlaſting intereſts; a conſi- 
deration, which muſt damp our joy, and often fill us 
with uneaſy ſuſpicions :—Whereas, let CHRIST be the 
veſſel of preſer vation and conveyance; let faith ſigniſy 
our entering upon it, and our continuing in it; then 
all is regular, and all is ſecure. Salvation is of the 
LORD. CHRIST has the honour and glory; while 
we have an ark, Which no waves can overwhelm, no 
rocks can ſhatter. n 

Once more, thereſore, let me obſerve, in purſuance 
of this important remark, that faith is repreſented as 
laing hold on GOD our SAVI OUR“; leaning upon 
our BELOVED +}; cleaving to the LORD f.— Pleaſe 


to take notice of yonder vine. Its ſhoots are weak, and 


* Iſai. Anvil. 5. + Cant. viii. 5. 1 Add xi. 23. * 
| 1 f Its 
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its branches flimſy. Being abſolutely unable to ſupport: 
themſelves, they are furnithed with a very remarkable 
ſet of claſpers ; which, like ſo many fingers, lay hold 
on the pegs of the wall, or faſten themſelves to the 
poles within their reach. Without ſuch a proviſion, the 
bouzhs muſt lie proſtrate on the ground, and be ex- 
poſed to the inſults of every foot. Whereas, by this 
kind contrivance of nature, fo creeping à plant will 
climb into the air, and enjoy the breeze; ſo feeble a 
plant will ſtand out the winter, and dety the ſtorms.— 
An inſtructive admonition to ſinners! and no contemp- 
tible illuſtration of faith, eſpecially in its principal and 
moſt diſtinguiſhing employ ! 1 hus let us apprehend the 
bleſſed JESUS; hold us faſt by our adored REDEEM. 
ER; cleave to his ineffable worthineſs, as thoſe twir.- 
ing tendrils, by repeated circumroluttons, adhere to 
their ſubſtantial ſupporters. Then ſhall we riſe, by 
merits not our own, from the mott abject aud miſerable 
condition, to a ſtate of everlaiting honour and joy. 
Ther. Some people, I believe, would hardly torbear - 
ſmiliag at the peculiarity of your dition, and might be 
inclined to call your diſcourle carting, rather than re-. 
fonings For my own part, . muſt acknowledge, that, 
as all your peculiar phraſes are derived from the ſcrip- 
tures, L hear them with reverence, - and. without the 
leaſt diſpoſition to ſneer. Was my friend delivering a 
Latin oration, it would be a ſufficient warrant for any 
of his expreſſions, to prove that they came from the 
Ciceronian mint. And will it not be an equally ſuffi- 
cient authority, for any modes of ſpeech uſed in a theo» 
— * eſſay, to alledge that they bear the ſtamp of the 
ble? | | 
Aſp. Thanks to my: friend—replied Aſpaſio, making 
a low bow— Thanks for his indulgent conceſſion. Yet 
let him know, .that he has manifeſted his judgment, as 
much as he has exerciſed his candour. The ſcripture is 
the rule, not only of our faith, but of our language 
Allo, whenever we would explain that ſacred ſubject.— 
Can any expreſſions be more proper or more emphati- 
cal, than thoſe which unerring wildom has ſelected tor 
our ule ?. Impoſlible ! Therefore we are commanded to 
6g 3 48 © p 614 
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told faſt a form of found wwords ®, as well as a ſyſtem 
of ſound principles. Can any phraſes expreſs divine 
things, with greater -precifion and perſpicuity, than 
thoſe which the divine SPIRIT has employcd ter this 
purpoſe? Arrogance itſelf dares not entertain the 
thought. Therefore we think it unexceptionably right, 
to declare the truths of che goſpel, ut in the wor; 
which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the HOLY 
GHOST teacheth r. 41 
Ter. Though I make no objection to your language, 
J have yet another ſcruple with regard to your doc- 
trine.— Do the ancient fathers adopt or inculcate this 
unputed righteouſneſs ? If it was ſo important an arti- 
cle of our faith, ſurely it could not be unknown in 
thoſe early ages, which were ſo near the apoſtolical 
fountain. It would not have been omitted by thoſe 
zealous preachers, who choſe to endure all the rigours 
2 perſecution, rather than renounce their holy profel- 
OD. | " | 
A. I think, it were ſufficient to anſwer this queſ- 
tion, by aſking another Do the apoſtles, does the 
HOLY SPIRIT of GOD ſpeaking in ſcripture, incul- 
cate this doctrine, or diſplay this privilege ?_ If fo, ve 
need not be very ſolicitous for any farther authority. 
To the lau, and to the teſtimony t, is our grand, our fi- 
nal appeal. Amidſt all the darkneſs and uncertainty, 
which evidently run through the writings of the beſt of 
men, this is our unſpeakable happineſs, that we have 2 
mire ſure word of prophecy; to which we do well to tate 
—— l. 24.22% =p 
However, to be a little more particular It cannot 
be expected, that we ſhould find many paſſages in thoſe 
pious authors, very ſtrong and very explicit, upon the 
point; becauſe in their days it was not fd profeſſedly 
oppoſed, and therefore could not be ſo exactly diſcuſſed 
as in later ages. Nevertheleſs, they have left enough 
dehind them, to avouch the ſubſtance of what we al- 
ert; That @ man is not juſtified by any warks, duties, or 
righteouſneſs of bir own, but only, by faith in JESUS 


„ Tim. i. 13. + x Cor. i 23. $ Ifai. viii. 20. 
1 


2 Pet. i. 29. U n 
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CHRIST. -I cannot ſay, that I have charged my me- 
mory with their very words; and, for that reaſon, mutt 
not attempt at preſent to make any citation. But, 
when a proper opportunity offers,. and their works are 
| betore me, I may poſſibly produce a few of their teſti- 
monies. 

In the mean time, I can mention a ſet of writers, 
whoſe atteſtation will, I imagine, carry as much weight 
with my friend, as the united voice of hy. Greek aud 
Latin fathers, 

Ther. Who are they? 

Aſp. Our venerable reformers. The homilies compoled: 
by thole excellent divines, are as expreſs to my purpoſe, 
as they are unexceptionable in their evidence. This is 
their langnage—* The true underſtanding ot this doc- 
« trine, Me be juſtified freely by. faith' without works, is 
% not, that: this our ad to believe, or this our faith in 
« CHRIST, doth juſtify us: for that were to count 
« ourſelves to be juſtified by ſome act or virtue, that 1s 
« avithin ourfelves. But the true meaning thereof is, 
that although we hear GO D's word, and believe it; 
« although we have hope and faith, charity and re- 
* pentance, and do never io many works; yet 
« we mult renounce the merit of all our virtues and 
% good deeds, as things that be far too weak and in- 
tufficient, to deſerve remiſſion of ſin, and our juſtiſi- 
« cation. We muſt truſt only in GO D's mercy, and 
*« that ſacrifice which our Hig h-Prieſt and Saviour 
« JESUS. CHRIST, the SON: of. GOD, oifered for 
« us upon the croſs.” 

The homily ſubjoins a very appoſite ;laſtration ; ; 
which may conclude our diſcourſe with perfect pro- 
priety, and | hope with equal eſficacy.—“ So that as 
« dt. John Baptiſt, although he were never ſo virtuous 
and godly a man, yet, in the matter of forgiving 
« fin, he did put the people from him, and appoint 
« them unto CHRIST, ſaying thus unto them, Bes 
* hold! Yonder is the LAMB of GOD, which taketh 
* away tie fins of the: world ; even ſo, as great and as 
* godly a virtue as the lively faith is, yet it putteth ws 
« from itſelf, and remitteth us unto CHRIST); tor to 
3 —_ Tony by him remiſſion of ſuns, or juſtification. 
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« So that our faith in CHRIST, as it were, ſaith nn. 
* to us thus, It is not I that take away your ſins, but 
* i is CHRIST only; and to him only I fend you 
«for that purpoſe, forſaking therein all your good 
words, thoughts, and works, and only putting your 
« truſt in CHRIS “.“ 

' Ther. If there be any tolerable ſenſe of the nction 
under debate, I think, it muſt bz underſtood as fol- 
lows, —CHRIST*s performance of the law of his me— 
diation, or, in- other words, his unſinaing obedience 
to the moral law, and the ſpotleſs ſacrifice of himſelf to 
the vindictive juſtice of GOD; theſe are the o valu- 
able conſideration, on account of which; the graciz; 
GOD reſtores guilty creatures to a ſtate of acceptance 
with his divine MAJESTY. 

Aſp. If this is what you mean by the /aw of medig- 
tion, | am far from denying your propoſtion. I would 
never deſire to wrangle, but, if poſſible, to acquieſce. 
1 would not with to eſpy faults, but rather to find pro- 
priety, in my Theron's ſentiments. May his faith, 
which is hut ſar advanced, be carried on by grace, 
till it is completed in glory — That unſinning obedi- 
ence, and that ſpotleſs ſacrifice, are indeed the only 
valuable, they are allo the fru, or rather the infinitely 
valuable conſideration. The obedience being perform- 
ed in our name, and the ſucrifice offered in our ſtead, 
have fully merited for us the remiſſion of fins, and the 
enjoyment of life; and all this, not only from the gra- 
cious, but even from the 7, the faithſul, the righteous 
GOD. 11 | | 
But then, they muſt be z#zpr#2d, in order to furniſh 
us with a claim, and inveſt us with a right, to the pur- 
chaſed privileges.—Suppoſe them not imputed, and 
what becomes of our inter in them? They are like x 
medicine prepared, but not applied. Suppoſe them in- 
puted, and they lay a firm, an apparent, a rational 
forndation, for every pleaſing hope, and for every hea- 
venly bleſſing. 

- **Ther. | fear, I have acknowledged too much. My 
thoughts fluctuate. My mind is unſettled. —t would 
no: withſtand the truth. I would not diſbelieve any 
* Sce the ſecond part of the homily an ſalvation, Chg: 

x doctrine 
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doctrine of the goſpel. Yet—what ſhall I fay? While 
I liſten to your reaſoning, I am half a convert. When 
J recolle& the objections, I revert to my firſt opinion. 
Of this, however, I am convinced, that human 
righteouſneſs is inſufficient for our juſtification. Here 
your arguments have carried theif point. I ſhall hence - 
forth place my hopes of everlaſting happineſs, not up- 
on any works of my own, but upon the free goodneſs, 
and unbounded beneficence, of the ſupreme BEING; 
purſuant to that maxim of ſcripture, Th gift of GD: 
ks eternal life. Ft 
Aſp. You do well, Theron, to expect eternal life as 
the gift of GOD, not as the wages of your own obedi- 
ence. But be pleaſed to remember, that all the gifts of 
grace, though perfectly free to ſinners, are founded 
upon a grand and ineſtimable price, paid by their SA» 
VIOUR.—Are they entirely abſolved from guilt ? It is 
becauſe CHRIST gave his life for their ranſom. —Are 
they heard with acceptance when they pray? It is be- 
cauſe their exalted HIGH-PRIEST intercedes in their 
behalf. Are they completely juſtified, and inſtated ii 
endleſs bliſs? It is becauſe their REDEEMER's con- 
ſummate righteouſneſs, is the glorious equivalent for 
this and every other bleſſing *. Therefore, when you 
mention eternal life as the gift of GOD, you thould 
not forget to add with the holy apoſtle, through N- 
SUS CHRIST aur LORD T. = | 
— — Well, my Theron, what ſay you far - 
ther? Is your quiver emptied ? Are your ſeruples ſatiſ. 
fied ? May I interpret this ſilence as an act of aſſent? 
Ther. Obſefve how the ranunculuſer, on yonder gay 
parterre, have contracted their tull-blown tutts, and 
the tulipr, now the dews are deſcending, have cloſed 
their expanded cups. Such is the ſtate of my thoughts, 
They are all bent inwards ; colleched in themſelves; and 
pandering upon your diſcourſe; which has inclined me, 
before I was aware, to contemplate, rather than talk. 


* *© T ſhould fear,” ſays a pions writer, „ to look at that great 

* GOD and SAV IOUR, who has ſuffered ſo much for my ſoul, did 

I not allow his atonement to be of infinite value, and an egulva- 

ent to any demands from the FATHER,” 
t Rom. vi. 20. 


Lou 
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You will excuſe my thoughtfulneſs, Aſpaſio; or, if it 
wants an apology, you muſt blame yourſelf : for, had 
your reaſons been leſs 1 rſs my attention had been 
more difengaged. 


Ap. My dear Theron, I ſhall only wiſh, in alluſion 


to your own ſimile, and in the language of the belt of 
books, that theſe truths may 4% 122 as the dew upon 
your mind, and ie all night upon your. branches . This, 
am perſuaded, is the only way to have all your com- 
forts green before the ſun, und all your virtues flouriſh as 


an herb. Whereas; under the influence of any other 


faith, I am afraid, they will be as the garden, that is 
viſited with a en or as the leaves, chat are ſmit · 
ten with a blaſt. 

Ther. I thall atcontively donfider both your dodtine 
and your arguments; which that I may execute with 


more eaſe,” and to better purpoſe, be pleaſed to ſum 


up, in a few words, the ſubſtance of what has pal- 
fed. This done, it will be time to withdraw, 
The flowers, you ſee, are our monitors. They have 
folded up their robes, and veiled their beauties: A 
cuſtom which they ſeldom uſe, till the ri/ing damps ren- 
der it unſafe for their maſter to be among them, and 
the ſurrounding” gloom renders it nr or his eye to 
diſtinguiſ them. 

Aſp. You could not oblige | me more, than by giving 
me ſuch a command. We truſt tor ſalvation, 

Not on our own external' duties. This were to build 
our houſe upon the fand; which, when the rains de- 
ſcend, when the floods riſe, when the winds blow with 
tempeſtuous violence, will certainly fall, and bury the 
builder, with all his vain hopes, in irretrievable ruin. 

Not on the incerity of our heart. I his, if oppoſed 
to CHRIST, and made the rival of his merits, will be 

a 4 deſpiſed broken Adel“ Deſpiſed, by the infinitely 
ſablime and majeſtie RULER of the world. Breken,. 
with regard to the ſtreſs we lay, or the confidence we 
repoſe, on ſo deeeitful a prop. No more able to ſtand 
in the judgment of the great day, than Dagon was 
able to maintain his ſtation before the ark of the 
LORD GOD of Holts g. 


Deut. xxxii. 2. +. Jo xxiz. 19, 1 Sam. v. 3, 4. 


Not 
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Not upon our faith. This is often weak, as the 
rickety child: ſometimes quite faint, like a perſon in a 
deep ſwoon : always imperfect, like every other per- 
formance of ours. Alas! to what afflicting fears, to 
what grievous deſpondency, ſhould I be perpetually li- 
able, if my. own faith was the ground of my juſtifica- 
tion. Bleſſed be the FATHER of mercies ! We have 
a ſurer ſupport. Not upon faith, but upon its graci- 
ous AUTHOR, and glortous OBJECT, is the hope 
of Iirael founded. Yet xt 
Not upon our LORD's righteouſneſs, conſidere 
ouly as puſſive; but upon his active and paſſive obedi- 
ence united. All that he did, in conformity to the 
commands of the law; and all that he ſuffered, in 
ſubmiſſion to its penalty. Both which, immenſely dig- 
nified by his divine nature, are a baſis for our faith, 
which nothing can ſhake ; are a foundation for our af- 
fiance, which can never be removed. Nothing elfe, in 
any creature, or in all worlds, could expiate the 4 
in. This not only expiates — ſin, but gives a title to 
every blefſing—to the bleſſings o ce, and of glory 
of — 2 holineſs, — —— . . 


— 


* 


DIALOGUE XL 


Aſp. | HAVE often purpoſed, and as often forgot, 
| to aſk my Theron—what picture he was fo 
attentively ſurveying, when I ſtole unperceived upon 
him, in this favourite arbour r | 
Ther. I was indulging a penſive pleaſure, in viewing 
the ruins, and contemplating the fate of Babylon 
that renowned and opulent city! Once the reſidence of 
the Aſſyrian monarchs, and capital of one of the great- 
eſt empires in the world, The draught I held in my 
hand, repreſented ſome. of its remains. And indeed 
this was the very laſt ſubjet, which employed my 
thoughts. In the morning, my ſon brought me his 


® Scc D:alogue V. 


obſervations 
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obſervations upon the ſcene; which I have juſt now 


been reviſing. 

For, I frequently ſet hin, to exerciſe his judgment, 
or diſplay his fancy, on remarkable paſſages, which 
occur in hiſtory.—He was lately commiſſioned to de- 
termine a controverſy, between the illuſtrious Leoni. 
das, and the leſs celebrated Pædaretus. This was the 
point in debate; which of them diſcovered the ?rue/? 
generoſity of ſpirit, and the mat heroic love of their 
country? The former, who expoſed his lite, nay, de- 
voted himſelf to death, in its defence? Or the latter, 
who, when he was candidate for a ſeat amon a 
three hundred, and Joſt his election; inſtead of 
chagrined or difſatisfied, went home rr r re- 
joicing, That there were found in Sparta three hun- 
% dred men, more worthy than himſelt ??— The taſk 
of this day was, To give a deſcriptive picture of thoſe 
wonderful rains. - 

Aſp. Pray let me have the pleaſure of ang the 
yang an's performance. 

Ther. It will be too long, and too e tire your 
patience, and offend your taſte. 

Aſp. I don't uſe to make either of theſe complaints, 
when I am entertamed with Theron's compoſitions. 
And, as the ſon has ſo much of his father's genius, I 
am not at all apprehenſive of any ſuch diſappoint- 
ment. We have a moſt agreeable ſituation, and more 
than an hour's feiſure. 1 Nrw therefore repent my re- 

ſt. 

Ther: Tis true, I have vevwtctied the ſketch : which 
may render it ſomewhat more tolerable. And fince 
you'perfiſt in your demand, I will read the paper.— 
Only defiring ſome allowance for a little ſuxuriancy of 
imagination. Which, in young writers it may be ad- 


viſable to rather chan l As age and 
y „went 


ö © This opinion is antbotiſed by. — penetrathig and correct eri- 
tic, Quyiy'T11 an . Audent bac atas plurs, & inveniat, et iu ven- 
tis gaudeat, ſint licet iila nos ſatis fieca & ſevera. Facile remedium 
eft ubertalis, - ſterilia mello labore vincuntur. Illa mihi in pueris 


- aatura ui mium ſ pei dabity in . 3 judicio præ ſumitur. Ma- 
teriam 


. 
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| will, probably, come with the pruning-kniſe, 
and mak 


e the proper retrenchments.— I muſt farther 
obſerve, that, contrary to the cuſtom which prevails in 
our ſchools, I generally chuſe to have him expreſs his 
ſentiments in Englith. Becauſe, it is in 21. language 
he muſt communicate his own, and become acquaint: d 
with the ideas of his neighbours. Becauſe, to acquire 
ſome good degree of propriety and fluency in this his 
native tongue, will be incomparably more ſerviceable, 
than to ſpeak Latin with the Terentian elegance, or to 


_ write it with the Ciceronian copiouſneſs. 


Is this Babylon? The glory of kingdoms | The 
beauty of the Chaldean excellency ! 


Where once the gorgeous eaſt, with richeſt hand, 
Shower'd on her kings barbaric pearl and gold. 


How is ſhe fallen ! Fallen from the height of. magni- 
cence, into the abyſs. of confuſion ! What was once 
the object of univerſal admiration, is now become a 
ſpectacle of aſtoniſhment and horror. | | 
The palace, where majeſty ſat enthroned like ſome 


_ terreſtrial deity, is a heap of rubbiſh : no _ diſ- 


tinguiſhed by an air of ſuperior elegance, but by ſtronger 
and more melancholy marks of departed dignity *-— 
Where, the nobles of that ſumptuous court, trailed 
along the marble pavements their robes of purple and 
embroidery ; there, the creſted ſnake hiſſes, or the 
fierce envenomed adder glides. ; 
Ho diſgraced is the room of tate; and what contempt, 
deſerved contempt, is poured upon the bangueting-houſe / 
In the firſt, the haughty monarch, „who ſaid in his 
% heart, I amy and none elſe beſides me f, gave audi- 


. {+ L1T. 76 &T9;} 
teriam efje primum valo abundantiorem, atque ultra quam oportet fu- 


Jam, Multum inde decoguent anni, multum ratio limobit aliguid velut 
uſu ipfo deteretur. Lib. IT. Inſt. 

* Berjamin, a Jew af Tudela, in his Itinerary, written about the 
year of our LORD 1290, tells us—“ That he was upon the place, 
** where this city formerly ſtood, and found it whcelly deſolated 
and deſtroyed. Only ſome ruins of Nebucha@nezzar's palace 
were {till remaining; bat men were afraid to go near them, by 
*« reaſon of the many ſerpents and ſcorpions, that were then in the 
al . + Ifai. xlvii. 10. 


Vor. 1. H h ence. 
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ence to cringing 2 and adoring. vaſlals. In 
the Jaſt, hoſpitality, forgetting her generous character, 
acted as an infamous procureſs for debauchery; and 
luxury and lewdneſs almoſt brutalized @ peaple, proſuſe- 
ly. ven to pleaſures 1. Now, thorns over - run the cir- 
cumference, and“ deſolation fits in the threſhold of 
„ them both. — Where are the roofs of ivory, painted 
with vermilion, and adorned with ſculpture? The radi- 
ant roots, whoſe. lamps of burniſhed filver, pendent in 
many a blazing row, yielded light as from another ſk y-? 
Swept from their foundations, they lie clotted with de- 
filing dirt, or claſped with tangling briars.—Mufc no 
longer pours her harmony, through the ſpacious and 
pompous apartment; but the night-owl, neſtling in 
ſome cleft-of the ruins, ſcreams her harſh and porten- 
tous diſſonance. To no longer leads up the ſprightly 
dance, amid{t the luſtre of that artificial day; but the 
jolitary bat flits in ſilent circles, or flaps her footy 
wings.—Al thoſe gay delights—Jet the /n, of ſenſua- 
_ tity _ the tale, and take warning from the cataitro- 
phe ! —all thoſe gay delights are extinguiſhed, like one 
of their feebleſt tapers ; which, having illuminated for 
a while the feſtive affembly, ſhone itſelf to the edges of 
the exhauſted ſocket, and in a moment flaſhed into 
itench and darkneſs. - | 25 
The walls, were cemented with bitumen “, and con- 


| Given to plea ſure. This is Tſaiah's character of the Babyloni- 
aus, Chap. xlvii. 8. On which paſlaze, uothing can afford a clear- 
er comment, than the account whi h Quintus Curtius gives of their 
unbounded volaptuonſneſs. © Babyl-uii maxime in vinum, & gu 
eorietatem ſequuntur, eſſuſi ſunt. Nihil urbis ejus corruptius mori hut, 
vil ad irritandas illiciendaſgue immadicat roluptatesinſtruftius. Lib. v. 
Whoever reads u hat follows, in that elegant and modeſt biſtorian, 
will not think Eugenio's expreſſion (brutalized) too ſevere for ſuch 
horribly corrupt manners. 

The walls were built of brick, and cemented with a g/utinous kind 
of ſlime ; which binds more firmly than any mortar, and ſoon grows 
harder, than the brick or ſtones themſelves. —Theſe fortifications 
were, according to te account given by Herodotus, in breadth eigh- 
ty-ſeven feet, in height three hundred and fifty feet, and reckoned 
to be abſolutely imregral le in ſomuch that the inhabitants, when 
beſieged by Cyrus, inſulted him from the walls, and laughed at bis 
attempt, as a vain impracticable project. O. & u r THx 4 r- 

Teſt2av THY FoAiogtin?, XEN OH. II. Cyr, Lib. VII. 


ſolidated 
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ſolidated into the firmneſs of a flint. The faber, were 
more like the everlaſting mountains 5, than the work 
of human hands. The inhabitants, confiding in ſuch 
igious bulwarks, defied the approaching enemy; 
and looked down with a fearleſs diſdain, on the army 
of beſiegers. But now the prophet's threatening is 
moſt "terribly fulffled ; Babu is. fallen, is fallen . 
Her broad walls are utterly broken T. And all her for- 
tifications, though ſtrong and ſtable, as the united pro- 
ductions of the quarry and the foreſt could make them, 
are demoliſbed; are laid low; are brought to the ground, 
eren to the dufl 3. wy? : 
Where are the gates, the grand and glittering 
gates , which admitted the triumphant hoſts, or pour- 
ed forth their numerous legions againit the day of bat- 
tle? Not one trace remains, to tell the inquiſitive ſtran- 
ger; © Here the ſpacious avenues opened: here the maſ- 
« ſy portals roſe,” — Commodious walks, m.which the 
cluſtering merchants raiſed the buſy hum, and planned 
the ſchemes of commerce; ample freets, in which induſ- 
try drove the toiling car, or ſmote the ſounding anvil 
are ſhronded with matted graſs, or buried beneath the 
rankeft weeds. Silence, in both places, a ſullen filence 
reigns ; and inactivity, a death- like inactivity, flumbers, 
at is become of thoſe hanging-gardenc, which, 
for curious contrivance, and ſtupendous labour, were 
never equalled in any nation under heaven? Terraces, 


$ Beroſas, deſcribing ſome of the |edifices, erected in this city, 
fays ; » Tay ir cerrodes e:c640)dInv Toi 4 ' Such was their 
com paſs and clevztion, that. they appeared lite mounteivs. This 
may be the reaſon, why Babylon, though ſituate in a plain, is cal 
led a mountaiz ; Bebeld ! I am again/t thee, © defiroying mauntary, 
faith the LORD. + Though: I rather think, the word is to be taken 
in the figurative ſenſe, frequently uſed by the prophets; who by 
agwntain,. expiets a prwerfut, by forejt, a populcuy ſtate (r city. 
Jer. li. 26. Joſeph. Antiq. Lib. Xx. 15 
Ii. xxi. 9. + Jer. li. 88. I Iſai. zv. 2. 
ITdere were no leſs than an bundred gates, all of ſolid braſt. 
Hence it is, that when JEHOVAH promiſes to make Cyrus maſ- 
ter of Babylon, he ſpeaks in this very remarkable! and particu- 
. manner ; I wild break in pieces before abet ibe gutes of bref. 
al, XLY. 2. | | pas 


H 1 2 that 
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that overlooked” the talleſt houſes? Parterres, exalted 
to the clouds, and opening their flowery beauties in 
that ſtrange region? Groves, whoſe very roots were 
higher than the tops of the loftieſt trees They are 
now ftnitten by a dreadful blaſt. Their beauty is de- 
cayed, like a withered leaf. Their very being is gone, 
lite the chaff" of. the fummer threſhing-floors ; -avhich the 
aujnd carrieth away, and its place is no where found +. 
What was once the favourite retreat of à queen, and 
the admiration of the whole world, is now a neſt for 
poiſonous reptiles,” and a kennel for ravenous beaſts.— 
The traveller, inſtead of expatiating with delight, where 
this perfile Paradiſe flourtthed, is ſtruck with horror; 
keeps at a trembling diſtance; and, lifting his eyes to 
heaven, as he furveys the rueſul ſpot, erſes out; r1gh- 
teous art Thou, © LORD; and true are thy judgments ! 
Here ſtands an cbeliſt, maimed by the ftroke of re- 
volving years, like a mountain- oak ſhattered by the 
flaming bolt. Another, all unhinged and quite dif. 
jointed, ſeemsto tremble before every blaſt that blows. — 
_ '{here, the prramid ; firm as the ſolid rock, and ſted- 
tat, one would have thought, as the perpetual hills; 
\ywrenched from its mighty baſe, is tumbled headlong 
in enormous Thin, and his cruſhed many a ſtructure 
by its fall, — See, yonder, the triumphal arch; which 
exhibited; through its extenſive and beautiful bend, an 
adyantageous view of the ſirmament. It was, once, 
the graceful memorial of ſome celebrated victory; it 
is, now, converted into a- trophy of a very different 
kind. *Suctris its proud aſpiring brow 5 and nothing 
remains but two uneven, battered, ragged ſtumps; 
which ſerve to recognize the deſtructive ravages of 
time; or rather, the irreſiſtible vengeance of heaven. 


* Penſiles herti ſunt, ſummam muthrum altitudinem eqmantes, nul - 
tarumgae arborum umbra & proceritate amæni. Cu r. Lib. v. 
223 OA + Dan. ii. 335. abu 17 . 
I Strabo calls the temple of Belus a pyramid. Lib. XV. But if 
the erities in hiſtory ſnould. queſtion or deuy the exiſtence of pyra- 
mids amang the Baby loniaus, for this and other liberties uſed by 
our youtig det laimet, Horace ſhall make an apology: ' 


——pPidfloribus gtque poetis | 
Quidlibet audendi ſemper fuit equa Poteſtas. 


Spirery 


| a | A OT. 
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Spires, that pierced, the clouds, and ſhot into the 
ſkies, are levelled with the trodden foil. On piunacles, 
to which.the ſtrong- wiuged bird could hardly ſoar, the 


veling worm crawls, and the ſordid fnail leaves her 
imp track. — Bali, that contained the tranſlucent 
wave, and. were ſo often perfumed with odoriterous 
unguents, are choked: with. filth ;. the grand colanade, 
that ſurrounded them, is ſhivered to pieces; and the 
elevated dome, that covered them, is daſhed to the 

ound. Where the public aqueduds conveyed clean- 
Fneſs and health, along their cryital currents; there, 
eroaking vermine ſwarm among the weeds, and noiſome 
exhalations ſteam from the mire.— I look round on the 
plains, the almoſt boundleſs plains, on which this fu- 
perb imperial city. aroſe !. They were once a magazine 
of plenty, a ſource of vegetable riches, tor their royal 
miſtreſs. What are they no-? A toul, incurable mo- 
raſs; a dead, ſtagnating lake. A poſſeſſion for the bit: 
tern, and pools f water | | 

Auguſt and ſtately temples, which» ſeemed to affect 
the neighbourhood of the ſkies , are proſtrate in the 
very duſt. Who can point the ſpot, where the conte- 
orated victim bled, or the: ſacred fire glowed ? where 
the ſceptred image lifted-its majeſtie head, or the venc- 
rating crouds bowed? the ſuppliant knee 42 Degraded 


are thoſe ſplendid vanities, and cait (according to the 
denunciation. of the ſacred-oracles), 20. the-bats. and to the. 


FAY Iſai. xiv, 2 3* 2 ; 

FA tower in the temple of Belus, and dedicated to his worſhip, 
was moſt amazingly high. It conſiſted of eight piles of build- 
ing, exceed one above another. It-aroſe: te the elevation of fix. 
hundred feet perpendicular; and is thought, by the learned Bo- 
chart, to have been part of that ſuperb” work, which was heguin 
when the whole earth was of one language, bat miſcarried, or rather 
was providentially.defeated, by-the:confufion of «tongues, - In this 
ſtructure, there were doubtleis very ſtrong traces of that arrogant 
boaſt, Let us build us @ ciry aud a-tower, whoſe ſop may reach is bea- 


-veng Gen. xi 44 


t Alludiag to that prodigious inftahce of profiiſenels, oſten tation, 


and idolatrous madneſs, 10 golden image ſet up inthe plain of Dura. 
wheſe height (that is, the height of the ſtatue and pedeſtal taken to- 
. gether) was threeſcore cubits, Dan. iii, 2. See PRIDEAV x's Cons 
zethon, Vol. I. p. 95, Cc. p. 567, Cc. | 


| # "7 melers. 
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moles ||. All is low; low as the ſpurious dignity of the 
idols they complimented ; low ar the ſtraw, that is trod. 
den dewn for the dunghil g. dovagang Wan iid 7. 

Sepulchres, venerable repoſitories of the dead; awful 
manſions, deſtined to everlaſting concealment ; are cleſt 
and rent aſunder. They diſcloſe the horrid ſecrets of 
the pit, and frightfully yawn upon the; blaſted day. 
Poflibly, ſome ravenous creature lurks within, that has 
already rifled the tomb of its hero; given the putrid 
bones a new grave; and waits only for the approach of 
night, to repeat his dirge in yells.—Inſcriptious, deſign- 
ed to perpetuate ſome illuſtrious character, or eternize 
ſome heroic deed, are blended in the promiſcuous mat, 
In vain would the prying antiquary ſearch for a legi- 
ble or conſiſtent ſentence ; in yain attempt to find the 
memorable names of a Nebuchadnezzar or a Nimrod. 
Theſe, though engraved on plates of braſs, or cut in 
blocks of marble, are loſt amidſt the ſtupendous lum- 
ber ; as prints on the unſteady ſand are effaced, when 
returning tides ſmooth the furrowed beach. - 

Here and there a ſtraggling cypreſs riſes, as it were 

with funeral ſolemnity, amidſt the waſte *. Somewhat 
like the black plumes, nodding over the mourntul 
hearſe, they augment the ſadneſs of the ſcene, and 
throw a deeper on all below. No human voice 
is heard, nor human face ſeen, amidſt theſe deſolated 
heape. Too dreary, even ſor the roam of hoary her- 
mit, or the cell of gloomy monk. Abandoned they 
are, totally abandoned, to the dominion of ſolitude, or 
elſe to the unmoleſted reſort of ſhaggy monſters, and 
feathered hags, which (tun the midnight hours— 2/e/c, 
with their importunate ſhrieks—2/o/e, with their exe | 
crable howls. 

See! to what a deſpicable, what an abhorred ſtate, 
the proudeſt monuments of earthly grandeur, and the 


Ii. ii. 20. § Ifai. xxv. 10. | 
* Rauwolf, a German traveller, who paſſed that way in the year 
nf our LORD 1574; ſays, This country is ſo dry and barrcu, 
« that it cannot be tilled, and ſo bare, that 1 ſhould have doubted, 
« whether the potent Babylon did ſtand there, if 1 had not known 
« it by ſeveral ancient and delicate antiquitics, that are ſtill ſtand- 


ing hereabout in great deſolation- 


moſt 
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moſt coſtly apparatus for earthly felicity, may be redu- 


.ced} A pregnant and alarming proot, that, tor /a/ting 


hanour, or real happineſs, === | 
They build tos bow, abe build beneath the ſties,  . 
Aſp. I very much approve the choice of your ſub- 


ject. The ruins of Perſepolis would have given us à 


view of magnificence in abaſement. The ruins of Pal- 
myra might have ſhewed us elegance in the duſt, But 


the ruins of Babylon diſplay at once, magnificence and 


elegance under an eclipſe, ſcripturt and revelation in 
their glory.— The deſtruction of this city, which was 
abſolutely unequalled “ in every inſtance of dignity, 
and ſeemingly invincible by any enemy, mult certainly 
have been looked upon as the % improbable of events. 
Nevertheleſs, its utter deſtruction was decreed: by IE- 
 HOVAH, and denounced- by: his prophet; ſeveral ages 
before the execution took place. The awful ſentence was 
not only denounced, but recorded; and is (till remain- 


ing in the public archives of our religion. [147 IR 


Tier. Where is this ſentence recorded, and remain- 


1147 ' 17 = 


0% In the prophecy of Iſaiah. And not only re- 
corded, but in the moſt circumſtantial manner, and 
with a minute detail of the horrible deſolations. Theſe 
are the words of the inſpired writer; Barvion; the 
glory 'of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldses excellenty, 
hall be as when GOD overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 


It ſhall never be inhabited; neither | ſhall it be dvelt in 


from generation te generation: neither | ſhall the Arabian 
pitch tem there: neither hall the ſhepherds make their 
fold there. But wild beafts off the defert | ſhall lic there, 


*. Unequalled—+Repreſeated therefore by the golden head in Ne- 
buchadnezzar's. prophetic dream, and emblematic image, Dan. ji. 
38.— Deſcribed by an ancient 3 as omnium quas ungudm fob 
a ſpexit urbium maxima.—And moſt magnificently pourtrayed, toge- 
ther with its entire demolition,” in the prophet's beautiful draught : 
Thou baft. made of a city, an hep, of a defenced city, @ ruin; u pa- 


la-e of ſtrangers, to be n city. -A city—a defenced ciiy a palace: fo 


grand. ard. ſtately, that it ſeemed like one continued palace. Vet 
this —ůů grand city, ſhall become a heap of rubbiſh—a 
frightful and hideous ruin — no city; nothigg like it; without any 
indication or token, that it was cver inhabited. Iſai. xxv. 2. 

, ; and 
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and their houſes ſhall be full of doleful creatures, and vl; 
Sail dauell there, and ſatyrs ſhall dance there. And the 
wild beaſts of the iſlands ſhall cry in their deſolate houſes, 
and dragons in. their pleaſant palaces *. 

In the two firſt ſentences, is compriſed the moſt fi- 
-niſhed picture of proſperity and grandeur. The glory of 
kingdoms ;\ beyond every other royal ſeat, ſpacious, or- 
namented, and wealthy; revered by many conquered 
and tributary dominions, as their miſtreſs, and their 
ſovereign.—The beauty 'of the Chaldees excellency : ] he 
Chaldeans, who excelled all the nations of the earth in 
riches, in ſplendour, and in power, even they gloried in 
this imperial city. This was the higheſt henour of the 
moſt illuſtrious, and chief ſtrength of the moſt victorious 
people ; faireſt, where all was conſpicuouſly fair ; no- 
bleſt, where all was ſupereminently noble. —Yet this 
diſtinguiſhed, this crowning city, Shall, at the blaſting 
of the breath of JEHOVAH, e totally, totally de- 
ſtroyed, even as-when GOD werthrew Sodom and G8. 
morrah, b 5 | 
In deſeribing the overthrow, the prophet is equally 
admirable, and riſes, by a moſt judicious ation, 
into all the pomp of horror. g. d. Now, indeed, it 
is thronged with citizens ;. but the hour is coming, 
« when it ſhall be entirely depopulated,. and not 0 
« much as a fingle inhabitant left.—Leſt you ſhould 
« think, that in proceſs of time it may be re- edified, 
„and again abound with joyful multitudes, it ſhall ne- 
« ver be inhabited more; no, never be dwelt in any 
« more, from generation to generation; but ſhall conti- 
nue a diſmal waſte, through all ſucceeding ages.— 
„A waſte ſo diſmal, that none of the neighbouring 
« ſhepherds ſhall make their fold, or find fo much as an 
„ occaſional ſhekerfor their flocks ;. where kings, gran- 
dees, and crouds of affluent citizens, were wont to 
« repoſe themſelves in profound tranquillity. Even the 
« rnde and roving Arabian, ſhall got venture to pitch 
« his tent, nor be able to procure for himſelf the poor 
accommodation of ' a- night's lodging; where mil- 
« lions of polite people baſked i the ſun-· ſline of pro- 
®* Fai. xili. 19, 20, a1, 22. 


6 fuſe 


5 F > 
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« fuſe proſperity.— In ſhort, it ſhall. neither be habi- 
« table, nor acceſſ.ble; but a dwelling-place for dra- 
« gm, and à court ſor owls; an aſtoniſhment, and a 
« hiſſing *. What was once the golden city , and the 
«. metropolis of the world, {hall be an everlaſting ſcene 
of deſolation; a fearful monument of divine ven- 
« geance, and an awful admonition to human pride.” 
All this is foretold in ſeripture; and, though to hu- 
man appearance impothble, though to human appre- 
henſion incredible, was, in the appointed time, moſt 
minutely accompliſhed. The memorials and evidences 
of the accompliſliment remain to this very day t. They 
are ſo authentic, that the moſt inquiſitive curioſity can» 
not doubt; fo inconte/Zable, that the moſt bigotted incre- 
dulity dares not deny. Should not all this teach us, 
to reverence the authority, to admire the wiſdom, and 
confide in the promiſes, of that molt ſure and infallible 
word? _ 

I know, you are not fond of compliments, Theron. 
Therefore, inſtead of ſpeaking my opinion of your ſon's 
performance, I will endeavour to return your favour.— 
You have entertained me with an account of the moſt 
memorable ruins, extant in the material world. Let me 
preſent my friend with a picture of ruins, no leſs re- 


fer. li. 37. | + Iſal. xiv. 4. < | 
It is ſaid by a very learned and ſagacious author, Babz/onem uſ- 
gue es conc id ſſe, ut nemo cum fiducia illius locum amphus 23 * 

veat, VII AI NG. in Ifai.— Which teſtimony is confirmed, an 

almoſt tranſfated; by a celebrated modern traveller: The ruins of 
** "Baby. are now ſo much cffaced, that there are hardly any veſ- 
tiges of them, to point out their ſituation.” HAN WAT I Tra- 
vels, Vol. II. wy | 
© Snould my readers prefer this account, I ſhall neither litigate the 
point, nor be anxious for the conſequence.” It may indeed rank 
Eugenio's compoſition among the works of fancy. But it will rea- 


line Aſpaſio's afſertion, and corroborate bis argument. If we find 


no memmgrials of the city, we have the moſt evident verification, and 
the ſultef accompliſhment, of the prophecy. | 

this be the cafe, it gives an amazing emphaſis to that juſt, but 
terrible"decree, iſſued from the ſupreme tribunal, Iſai. xiv. 23. 
4 will fweep it with the beſam of deſiruttion, faith the LORD of haſ?: : 
** ill not ouly ly it in ruins, but extirpate it from the earth, 
vill effice the very footſteps f its exiſtence, and not leave fo 
much as a fragment or x trace of the magnificent, but wicked Ba- 
** dylan,” Deſtroy her utterly; let nothing of her be left, Jer. I. 26. 
\ * markabls, 
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markable, far more depigrable, and unſpeakably in!re/7. 
ing to us all. I ſhall give it in the colouring of a great 
— whoſe works, this very day, I happened to be 
run 4449s rn ett? | 
The paſſage diſplays a doctrine, of the utmoſt im. 
portance in the Chriſtian ſcheme, and by one of the 
fineſt pieces of nnagery; to be met with in elegant wri. 


ting. I think, it may be looked upon as a practical iu. 


provement of Eugenio's declamation. It pleaſed me % 
much, that I tranſcribed it; and I make no apology 
for reading it, - becauſe I fall expect your thanks.— 
Only let me hint, that it conſiders the human ſoul, 25 
originally an habitation of GOD: through the SPI. 
RIT'; and then, ſpeaking of its fallen condition, pro- 

„„ That he hath withdrawn him{clf, and left this i; 
* femple deſolate, we have many ſad and plain proct; 
« before us. The fately ruins are viſible to every eye, 
that bear in their front (yet extant) this doleful in- 
« ſcription, Here GOD oxce bwerr. Enough ap- 
« pears of the admirable frame and ſtructure of the 
% ful of man; to ſhew the divine preſence did ſometime 
« refide in it; more than enough of vicious deformity, 
« to proclaim he is now retired and gone. The /amps 
« are extinct, the altar overturned ; the /ipHt and re 
« are now vanithed, which did; the one ine, with ſo 
« heavenly brightneſs ;- the other 5ur,,, with ſo pious 
4 ſervour. The golden candleftici is diſplaced, and 
« thrown away as an uſeleſs thing, to make room for 
« the throne of the prince f darkneſs. The ſacred in- 
&. cenſe,' which ſent rolling up in clouds its rich per- 
« fumes, is exchanged for a poiſonous helliſh vapour; 
« and here is, inſtead of a ſweet ſuvour, -a flench. Tha 
4% comely order of this houſe is turned all into confu- 
« ſion. The beauties of holineſs into noifome impurities. 
s The houſe of prayer to a den of thieves, and that of the 
« worſt and moſt horrid: kind; for every kiftis a thief, 
«-and every theft is acritege. Continual rapine and 
« robbery is committed upon holy things. The noble 
„ powers, which were deſigned and dedicated to di- 
vine contemplation. and. delight, are alienated to the 
1 ſervice of the moſt defpicable idols, and employed 
g 4448 44... 60 unto 
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« unto the vileſt intuitions and embraces ; to behold 
« and admire hing vanities, to indulge and cheriſh luſt 
% and wickedneſs. 0 

There is not now a ſyſtem, an entire table of . 
« herent truths to be found, or a frame of holineſs, but 
« ſome ſhivered parcels. How many attempts have 
« heen made, ſince that fearful fall and ruin of this 
« fabric, to compoſe again the truths of ſo many ſeve- 
« ral kinds into their diſtin&t orders, and make up 
frames of ſcience or uſeful knowledge! and after ſo 
% many ages, nothing is finiſhed in auy kind. Some- 
ci times truths are miſplaced, and what belongs to on- 
« find, is transferred to another, where it will not fitly 
« match ; ſometimes, falſehood inſerted, which ſhatters 
or diſturbs the whole frame. And what with much 
« fraitleſs pains is done by one hand; is daſhed in 
« nieces by another; and it is the work of a following 
« age to ſweep away the fine-ſpun. cobwebs of a former. 
« And thoſe truths, which are of greateſt uſe, are-leaſt 
« regarded; their tendency and defign are overlooked, 
«or they are ſo looſened and torn off, that they can- 
not be wrought in, ſo as to take hold of the ſoul, but 
« hover as faint ineſſectual notions, that ſignify nothing. 
Its very fundamental powers are ſhaken and disjoint- 
« ed, and their order towards one another confounded 
and broken: ſo that what is judged con/iderable, is 
« not con/idered ; what is recommended as eligible and 
« ſorvely, is not loved and choſen. Vea, the truth which 
* is after godlinels, is not ſo much 4i/believed, us hated, 
« held in 'unrighteouſneſe and ſhines as too feeble a light, 
„in that malignant darkneſs, which comprehends it not. 


„Mou come, amidſt all this confuſion, as into the 


« rpined palace of ſome great prince, in which you ſee 
« here the fragments of a noble pillar, there the ſhat- 
* tered: pieces of ſome curious imagery: and all lying 
« neglected and uſeleſs amongſt heaps of dirt. He that 
invites you to take a view of the ſoul of man, gives 
vou but ſuch another proſpect, and doth but ſay to 
vou, Bebold the deſolation ; all things rude and waſte, 


« 80 that, ſhould there be any pretence to the divine 


6, preſence, it might be ſaid, 7 GOD. be here, auby is it 
* thus ?. The faded glory, the darkneſs, the diſorder, 
„ « the 
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« the impurity, the decayed ſtate in all reſpects of this 
« temple, too plainly ſhew, The GREAT I1NHABI. 
« TANT is gone 
- Ther. Your painter, I muſt own, is a maſter in his 

profeſſion ; and ſeems to have a peculiar talent for a 
night-piece,—But why, I beſeech you, ſo much of his 
ſhades and ſolemnity ? Has he no colours, but the dark? 
No lineaments, but the four? Conld he not allow us 
one bright tint, one ſmiling feature, when he was co- 
pying the nobleſt being in this ſublunary world —]s it 
for the honour of the great CREATOR, to give ſuch 
a deformed draught of his moſt finiſhed workmanſhip ? 

Aſp. It reflects no kind of diſhonour upon the archi- 
te& of Babylon, that its palaces are fallen, its edifices 
demolithed, and its walls levelled with the ground, 
They might have been built with the exacteſt ſymmetry, 
and once embelliſhed with every graceful ornament; 
notwithſtanding the ſtroke of violence, or the ſap of 

ears, have now reduced them to heaps of rubbiſh.— 

he human foul, when recent from the inſpiration of 
the ALMIGHTY, was bright with knowledge, ami- 
able with virtue, and in every reſpect excellent. But h;xv 
—to ſpeak in the language of the mourning prophet ; 4 
language never more pertinent than on the preſent oc- 
caſion Hou is the gold become dim! How is the moſt fin: 
gold changed! | 

Ther. Man's ſoul is rational and eternal; is the of- 
=_—_ of the DEITY, and capable of reſembling its 
MAKER. Fart | 

Aſp. What Milton allows to the fallen archangel, I 
can readily allow to fallen man : 


. — he had not loft 
All his orig nal brightneſs, nor appear d 
I & than archangel ruin d. 8 


The grand and diſtinguiſhed faculties of the ſoul re- 
main; ſo as to beſpeak a child of glory ruined, When 
a fountain is poiſoned, the waters continue to flow; but 


* bce Mr. Ho w's Treatiſe, intitled The living Temple. 


flow 
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flow no longer with Health, flow rather with death in the 
ſtream. Theſe very faculties, unleſs renewed and re- 
gulated by the influence of religion, mult be our preſent 
miſery, and will prove our everlaſting curſe. —* The 
« ſoul,” you ſay, © is rational, is eternal.” And do 
not even the devils poſſeſs the power of reaſon? Is not 
their exiſtence alſo of an endleſs duration? Yet are they, 
of all creatures, the moſt execrable and the moſt mile- 
rable. | 

You call the human ſoul, the offspring of the DEI- 
TV: and you call. it properly. Mult we not then adopt 
the prophet's exclamation, ** How art thou fallen, © Luci- 
&« fer, ſon of the morning * Ho art thou degenerated, 
« O man, ſon of the MOST HIGH! Thy glorious 
« original ſerves only to ſet forth, with more glaring. 
« evidence, thy deplorable apoſtacy.“ h 

Capable, you add gf reſembling its MAKER. This, 
J acknowledge, is Mluable prerogative. In this the 
infernal ſpirits have no ſhare. But this capacity will 
always lie dormant ; will never awaken into act; never 
be eſtabliſhed in habit; unleſs almighty Grace inter- 
vene. | | 

Ther. The moſt celebrated philoſophers of antiquity, 
frequently exhort their readers to fallow nature; as a 
certain guide to true excellence. Many eloquent writers 
of our own country, enlarge upon the dignity of human 
nature; and from this topic derive very forcible argu- 
ments, for a correſpondent dignity both of ſentiment 
and behaviour. Upon what can thoſe principles of the 


ancient fages, and of our later moraliſts, be founded. 


Ajp. Indeed, Theron, I am at a loſs to tell. If they 
have any foundation, it is merely imaginary ; not laid 
in truth, nor confirmed by experience. According to 
my apprehenſion, they invert the order of things. They : 
take that for à p3tulatum, which ought to be ranked 
among the Ze/derata ; and make an axiom of a mere 

Be. n 7 | | K 

Had man continued, as he was created; to act ac - 

cording to nature, and according to the law of GOD, 


® Lai. xiv. 12, 


Vor. I. 1 i 9 45 would 
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would have been one and the ſame thing. For which 
reaſon, we find no precepts of religion, no delineation 
of morality, given to Adam in Paradite. Becauſe, re- 
ligion and morality were engraven on his heart: or ra- 
ther, they reſulted from the very bent and tendency cf 
his perfect frame, —Burt ſince the fall, it is quite other- 
wile. 

Ther. Have not many of the ancient worthies been 
living confutations of your opinion? Wiſe philoſophers, 
judicious lawgivers, and ſteady miniſters of juſtice? 
Their defires refined, their aflections benevolent, their 
whole conduct upright. 

Ap. I cannot forbear wondering, that you ſhould 
inſtance in lawgivers and miniſters ot juſtice. Since the 
very inſtitution of their office preſuppoſes the depravity 

of mankind. Was human nature agitated by no irre- 
gular or vicious inclinations, the barrier of laws would 
be as needleſs in civil ſocieties, as the vaſt banks of Hol- 
Jand are needleſs in our upland counties. 

But this, you will ſay, is a digreſſive obſervation, 
Your queſtion requires a poſitive anſwer. And id is 
eaſy to anſwer, that the painting is beyond the life. It 
my author has been too tree wich the dark, my fricud 
has been too laviſh of the g/ittering colours. —1 hoſe fa- 
mous men might aim, perhaps, at the excellency you 
deſcribe. Not one of them came up to the mark.—-Or, 
iuppoſe they did, this would not invalidate my tenet. 

Tier. This not invalidate your tenet ! Then demon- 
{tration carries no conviction. | 

Aſp. Pray, who is your greateſt favourite, among all 
the renowned perſons of antiquity. 

Ther. Socrates.—He Rands at the head of the claſs; 
and was, indiſputably, the wiſeſt and the beſt of the 
heathen world. 

A. I think ſo too, —De pleaſed, however, to recol- 
le& the ſtory of the phy/ingnomi/t ; who pretended to dil- 
cover the diſpoſition of the mind, by the caſt of the 
countenance. The proteflor of this occult ſcience un- 
dertook, you know, to exerci:e his {kill upon Socrates; 
ard pronour.c: d him, after an examination of his fea- 
tures, laſcivious, paſſionate, and moroſe.— This judg- 


ment, ſo extravagantly wide of the truth, was bringing 
L.A 4 


% 
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a ſtorm of ridicule and reſentment upon the poor fortune- 
teller, When the ingenuous philoſopher interpoſed, 
and owned the deſcription to be exactly true. That 
uch was his natural temper; and if his converſation was 
of a different turn, it was owing to the aids of philoſo- 
phy.—So that, even in your molt finithed ® character, 
there was no innate dignity, All was adventitious. 

Ther. If corruption was derived unto all men from 
their forefather Adam; mcthinks all ſhould be equally 
corrupt. But this is contrary to known fact. Some, 
we ſee naturally loving and lovely; gentle in their man- 
ners, and ſubject to no inordinate appetites. 

Aſp. Some perſons may be of more gentle, or, if you 
pleale, of 4% diſſalule manners, than the generality of 
other people. Thanks to a better temperature of their 


conſtitution, or a more watchtul care in their educa- 


tion. Politeneſs may mimic charity, or fine breeding 
may perſonate hunulity. One vile aſfection may check 
another, or a ſenſe of decency may hold curb upon all.— 
But ſhew me the unregenerate man, who is ſubject to 
no inordinate appetites. When the very beſt unrege- 
nerate man, that-ever hved, acknowledges concerning 


himſelf; iu, original corruption, wrought in me all man- 


* Though I love and admire the character of Socrates, yet-I can- 
not approve the whole of his onduct. One thing which gives me 
particular offence is, the habitual practice of ſwearizg, which occurs 


in all his conferences with his pupils. Ma ve Ale, Nu As, or 
ſome ſuch appeal to the DEITY is uſed, not only in every dif- 
courſe, but almoſt in every page; and that upon the moſt unnec /- 
ſury occations,—t have often wondered, that fo polite a writer as 
Xenophon, ſhould admit this flagrant impropricty into his dialogues. 
Waich, beſides its irreligious air, is ſomewhat like the crambe repe- 
tita; and recurs, and recurs, and recurs, till it is really tireſome. 
But much more I wosder, that his excellent maſter ſhould ſuffer 
the ſanction of an oath to become ſo trivial, and make the honour 
of his. Jupiter ſo cheap. 

This proves the deplorable 4lindn:ſs of human reaſon; which 
could miſtake ſo notorious a profanation of the divine name, for 1 
gentect embelliſhment of ſpeech—lt thews us, likewiſe, our extreme 
need of that revealed law, which, among other refined precepts, 
unkown to the religion of nature, enjoins; Above all things, ſu car 
nat—And thu ſoalt not take the name of the LORD thy GOD in vain. 
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ner of concupiſcence*. And even the /toic philoſopher 
cannot but confeſs, omnia in omnibus vitia ſunt +. 

Ther. Have we not often obſerved heroic courage, 
and a generoſity of ſpirit, where the education has been 
none of the ſtricteſt? To what can we aſcribe theſe 
laudable qualities, but to the innate virtue and noble- 
neſs of the temper, working without any auxiliary ſuc- 
cours ? N 

Aſp. Virtue, Theron, is a complete aſſemblage, not 
Jome digjcinted ſhreds of laudable qualities. Thoſe you 

mention, if not accompanied with the whole circle of 
amiable accompliſhments, are no more to be called vir- 
rue, than two or three ſcattered fragments of an edi. 
fice, are to be honoured with the appellation of an 
houſe. Hou often are thoſe very perſons, with all their 
fortitude, flaves to ignoble pleaſures, or in bondage to 
the baſeſt luſts. A moſt infallible indication, that they 
have no uniform generoſity, nor any real courage.— 
Deſire of fame, may prompt to many ſuch acts, as daz- 
le the ſuperficial eye; which yet are far, very far from 
genuine virtue. ; | 

Ther. Do you then attribute the Grecian politeneſs 
and the high Roman ſpirit, with all the gallant actions 
of their heroes and their generals, to a deſire of fame? 

Aſp. There is reaſon to ſuſpect, that they derived 
their origin from ſome improper motive. And no mo- 
rive was more artfully inſtilled, or more aſſiduonſſy 
cheriſhed, than the ſpirit of ambition. View their 
crowns, their ſtatues, their triumphal ſolemnities 
Read their orators, their hiſtorians, their poets—The 
ſormer were the /chool, the latter were the maſters, to 
inculcate this grand leſſon. 

Let us conſider the Romans a little more attentively; 
and not amidſt the dregs of their community, but in 
their very beſt ages; when the republic ſubſiſted, and 
their Scipios flouriſhed. Many great and ſhining deeds 
were undoubtedly performed. But did they ſpring 
from a reverential regard to the ſupreme BEING ; from 
abedience to his will, or zeal for his honour ? 


: 


* Rom. vii. 8, + Sen, De Ben. Lib. Iv. 
It 
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If this principle ſhould be thought too refined, did 
they proceed from a love to their fellau- creatures? In 
caſe, neither of theſe motives * actuated their conduct, 
it can never be placed to the account of virtue. Had 
benevolence been their leading principle, why ſuch i- 
humanity to Carthage? Why mult that opulent city be 
laid in aſhes, and her numerous citizens be put to the 
ſword? Were they enemies to mankind, or a nuiſance 
in the world? You well know, that they were only too- 
induitrious, and too powerful. By which means, they 
would be in a condition to eclipſe the magnificence of 
the Roman name, and diſpute the prize of ſovereignty 
with the Roman. ſtate. For this crime—a crime in am- 
bition's eye, abſolutely inexcuſable even Cato's up- 
right ſoul ſhall doom them to utter deſtruction; and: 
Scipio's gentle hand, ſhall execute the horrid decree. 

Is this virtue? Does virtue ravage countries, from 
the mere wantonneſs of pride, or uk. of pre- eminence? 
Does virtue deſtroy millions of lives, only to aggran- 
dize a particular people, or extend the dominion of tome 
favourite empire? If hi were virtue, Brutus thought 
too honourably of her character, when he. termed her 
an empty name. I am ſure, my Theron has juſter no- 
tions of things. He need not be informed, that true 
virtue, far from perſonating the rapacious harpy, acts 
as a father to others, as a father to all. And, like. 
HIM, who is both its pattern and its author, geer 4 
bout doing good. | | 

Ther. The moſt elegant cane, if plunged into yonder 
baſon,. while. the waters are curled: by the breeze, will 
appear both crooked and coarſe. I cannot but think, 
the accuſers of human nature.examine her ſtate with a 
Prejudiced underitanding, Which has the ſame perverſe. 

* A-zeal for the hononr.of G0, and a concern for the gocd- 
of our fellow-creatures, are the true ſources of virtue, 1 Cor. x. 24, 
3t. When our actions flo not from theſe principles, reaſon will 
pat a query upon them, and revelation will expunge them from the- 
lit of virtues. They. may be. ſpecious in — wk. they may bo 
coſtly to the performer; they may even be ſerviceable to others. 
But can no more deſerve the title of virtae, than the activity of our 
ſun- fire officers, in extinguiſhing the flames on ſome inſured houſe, 
can merit the name of grit xx. 183. a>}; 0 
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effect upon their judgment, as thoſe ruffled waves have 
upon the ſight.— Or elſe, they contemplate her condition 
with a melancholy mind; which, like a jaundiced eye, 
gives every object a diſtempered aſpect; darkens the 
cheerful ; diſeolours the beautitul, and hangs even the 
ſun in mourning. 

Aſp. Rather let this be the compariſon to illuſtrate 
our point. View the meaneſt piece of earth through 
the priſmatic glaſs; and it will appear, not beautiful 
only, but perfectly ſplendid. Remove the deluſory me- 
dium, and all the ſophiſticated finery vaniſhes. The 
indigo, the orange, the violet are gone: and leave no- f 
thing to be ſeen, but a rude unornamented lump of | 
clay,—$0, if we conſider human nature, according | 
to the partial repreſentations of ſelf-love; or contem- | 
plate it, in the fattering mirror of ſome popular writ- | 
ings; it may ſeem regular, holy, excellent. But, if we 
behold it under the light, the unerring light of revela- 
tion, its fancied charms diſappear : it ſtands clothed 

 with-deformity ; and is a ſpectacle of commiſeration, it 
not of horror. r 292% 

Ther. What reaſon have you to father ſuch a notion 
npon the ſacred writings?—The ſacred writings inform 
us, that man was made after the image of GOD. This, 
lure, could not be ſo diſhonourable and depraved a pat- 
tern as your diſcourſe would infinuate. 

Aſp. Far, very far from a diftononrable pattern 
The image of GOD is the conſummate ſtandard of all. 

| perfettion.—In conformity to this admirable exem- 

. plar, our firſt parents were created; and in this admir · 
able condition they continued, till by tranſgreſſion they 
Fell. Fell from the moſt holy and happy ſtate, into 
wu condemnation, and-ruin.— Therefore, when this 

atai cataſtrophe had taken place, the facred hiſtorian 
varies his ſtyle, and with a remarkable peculiarity, as 
well as propriety of ſpeech, ſays, Adam begat a fon in 
his own *, not in the DIVINE, /ikeneſs. That every 
reader may advert to this melancholy, but important 
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Ro This is affirmed, not of Cain, but of Seth, the moſt excellent 
af Adam's children, and father of the holy ſeed. | 


: 6 | truth, 
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truth, it is marked more ſtrongly ſtill ; it is enforced by 
a very emphatical repetition. After his own image , 
now fallen and corrupted ; and therefore contradiſtin- 
iſhed to the image of GOD, mentioned in a preced- 
ing verſe. Which expreſſions are evidently intended, 
to denote the difference between the ſtate, in which 
Adam was created, and Seth was begotten. 
Ther. Pray, let me have a ſuccinct, but full account 
of this tragical ſtory, Since all your orthodox divines 
lay ſuch a mighty ſtreſs upon the doctrine of the fall. 
Aſp. GOD, having formed the human body out of 
the ground, animated the ſtructure with a living ſonl ; 
and tranſcribed upon this ſoul the image of his bleſſed 
SELF. All was light in the underſtanding ; all was 
rectitude in the will; and nothing but harmony in the 
affections Man, thus endowed, was placed in the de- 
lightful garden of Eden: and furniſhed with every ac- 
commodation, which was neceffary to ſupport his being, 
or deſirable to gratify his ſenſes —He was conſtituted 
lord of this lower creation, and, amidſt numberleſs in- 
dulgences, received only 0ue—eaſy—negative command — 
not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. — 
From this he was to abitain, as a red e of his ſubjection, 
and as an exerciſe of his obedience. Bliſs and immorta- 
lity were to be the reward of duty; miſery and death the 
puniſhment of diſobedience. In the day thou cateſt there- 
1 thou ſhalt ſurely die f, was the ſanction of the divine 
w. | 
How equitable !- how gracious the terms! Yet, nei- 
ther the goodneſs of GOD, could induce him to keep 
them; nor the authority of GOD, deter him from 
breaking them. Unreaſonably diſcontented even with 
fuch advantageous eircurnſtances, and preſumptuouſſy 
aſpiring to be like the MOST HIGH, he hearkened 
to che ſuggeſtions of the evil ſpirit. In a word; he 
violated the precept, and incurred the penalty. GOD 
was juſt, and man was undone, He loſt his upright- 


D vim Gen. v. 3. + Gen. ii. 17. 
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neſs * ; became ſubject to mortality; and, as the ncr- 
vous original expreſles it, died the death. 
Ther. True; he became ſubject to many bodily infir- 


mities, and to the necellity of final diſſolution.— But, 


what has this ſentence, or what have theſe ſufferings to 
do with. your notion: of univerſal depravity in the mind? 
The death, which the almighty LEGISLATOR threat - 
ened, can be oppoſed —_— to the lite, which the al- 
mighty CREATOR gave.. 

2. Be it ſo.— The CREATOR gave, and man 
poſſeſſed a life, incomparably more excellent, than that 
which the pulſe imparts, or the beaſts enjoy. He poſ- 
ſeſſed a divine life. Which, according to the definition 
of the apoſtle, conſiſted in knowledge, in righteouſne/i, 
and true holineſs f—This—which,was the diſtinguiſhing 
glory, and the ſupreme telicity of his-nature—thas, alas 
was extinct. | | 

His underſtanding, originally enlightened with wil. 
dom, was-clouded and overwhelmed with. ignorance.— 
His heart,. once filled with religious veneration, and 
warmed with. heavenly love, became alienated from 
GOD, his MAKER.—His paſſions and appetites, ra- 
tional and regular before, ſhook off the government of 
order and reaſon. The whole moral frame was unhin- 
ged,. disjointed, broken; or, in other words, he Jie 

6D was departed from the ſoul. 

Ther. What cauſe have you to ſuppoſe, that all this 

, miſery was either included in the threatening, or intro - 
duced hy the fall? | ; 

Aſp. The ignorance of fallen. Adam was palpable. 
Witneſs that abſurd attempt, to hide himſelf trom the 

eye of OMNISCIENCE f, among the trees of the gar- 
den.—His: aver/ion to the all-gracious GOD was equal- 
| Tanocence, that as a veil. 

Had ſhadow'd them from knowing ill. was gone, 

Juſt confidence, and native righteouſne's. 

n l | MI Tr. Book IX. 1054. 

+ Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 1o. This is what Moſes calls the image 
af. GOD, +: -. | 
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ly plain. Otherwiſe, he would never have fled from his 


MAKER; but rather have haſted, and on the wings 
of deſire, into the place of the divine manifeſtation. 

A ſtrange variety of diſsrderly paſſions *, were evi- 
dently predominant in his breaſt—2Pride ; for he refuſes 
to acknowle1ge his guilt, though he cannot but own 
the fat—7ngratitude ; for he obliquely upbraids the 
CREATOR with his gift, as though it had been a 
ſnare, rather than a bleſſing; the woman, whom thou 
gaveſi me—-Want of natural affection ; for he endeavours 
to caſt all the blame npon the weaker veſſel; and to ac- 
quit his obnoxious ſelf, by impeaching the wife of his 
boſom.— The female criminal acts the ſame unhumbled 
part. She neither takes ſhame to herſelf; nor gives 
glory to GOD; nor puts up a ſingle petition for par- 
don. ä 5 

As all theſe diſaſters enſued, upon the breach of the 
commandment; they furniſh us, I think, with the beſt 


| kezy to open the meaning of the prohibitory ſanction. 
They prove, beyond any argument, that ſpiritual death, 


and all its conſequences, were comprehended in the ex- 
tent of the threatening. | 

Ther. How could ene act of diſobedience produce 
ſuch deſtructive effects? Eraſe the fair image of the 
GODHEAD; and ſtamp the monſter, ſtamp the very 
Devil in its ſtead ?—And io /mall an act of diſobedience 
too! 

Aſp. The prohibition, if you pleaſe, was ſmall; not ſo 


* Milton, ſpeaking of the nnhappy pair, and deſcribing the con- 
ſequences of their fall, ſays : 


- Nor only tears 
Rain'd at their eyes; but high winds within 
Began to rife; bigh paſſions, anger, hate, 
Miſtruſt, fuſpicion, diſcord, and ſhook fore 
Their inward flate of mind; calm region once, 

And full of peace, now taſt and turbulent ! 
For, underſtanding ruld not, and the will 
Heard 2: her lore! But, in ſubjeftion now 
To ſenſual appetite, who from beneath 
Uſurping, over ſavereign reaſon claim'd 
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the tranſgreſhon. It was committed __ the clear. 
elt knowledge of duty, and the ſtrongeſt obligations to 
obedience. It argued ingratitude tor the richelt fa- 
vours, and unbelief of the moſt ſolemn declarations, It 
was an act of the moit horrid preſumption in the crea. 
ture, and of the moſt impious rebellion againſt the 


CREATOR. 


As to the ſmallneſs, or rather the gentle and benign 


import of the command, this aggravates, beyond inca- 
ſure, the crime of diſobedience. Alluding to the words, 
once addreſſed to the Syrian general, we may juſtly 
expoſtulate “ O thou Adam, if thy LORD had bid 
4 thee do ſome great thing“; in ſubmiſſion to his high 
« authority, and out of gratitude for his unſpeakable 
« goodneſs, oughteſt thou not to have done it? How 
% much more, when he ſays to thee, — Freely eat of 
« all, except this ſingle tree? Thouſands, thouſand; of 
« honours, privileges, and giſts be thine; only cue 
« acknowledgment of thy ſubjection, mine. And that 
« the eaſieſt which thy heart can with, or even thy 
& fancy conceive,” 

You aſk, how could one a& of diſobedience produce 
ſuch deſtructive effects: anſwer; the reality of the 
fa, in numberleſs inſtances of material nature, is plain 
to a demonſtration; while the manner of operation, re- 
mains an impenetrable ſecret. Every child perceives 
the former ;* Newton himſelf is at a loſs for the latter. — 
For which reaſon, I have always thought it better, to 
believe what GOD has taught, than attempt to explain 
what GOD has concealed. Let us forego this curious, 
perhaps fruitleſs inquiry; and ſubſtitute a remark, 
which naturally ariſes from the ſubject, and may conſi- 
derably edify our minds. 

Ther. Edify ! Is it poſſible to render this diſhonour- 
able and afflictive notion edi/zing ? Can any generous 
fruit ſpring from ſuch a penurious ſoil ? 4 

Aſp. Samſon, I believe, had no expectation of find- 
ing any thing valuable in the reliques of his ſlain lion: 
but, to his agreeable diſappointment, there was bo- 


* > Kings v. 13. 
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ney in the carcaſs *. If our doctrine appear ghaſtly as the 
one, it may yield a benefit faveet as the other. 

From hence we may learn (what, when rightly 
Larnt, is more ſerviceable than all the ſciences) the ex- 
treme malignity of ſin.— When vlcanes open their tre- 
mendous jaws, and diſgorge a fiery inundation; they 


© confine their fury to a ſingle territory. When {amine 


lifts her milde wed hand, and deſtroys the ſupports of ani- 
mal life; ſhe is content with ruining a kingdom or a na- 
tion.— When war drenches his ſword in blood, or the 
peſtilence rmpregnates the air with poiſon ; they alſo, even 
they obſerveſome limits, and never make the whole com- 
of nature the ſcene of their ravages.— But /in level- 
led its blow at the whole human race. Six poured con- 
tagion, and ſpread deſtruction, through all countries and 
all ages. One Angle act of fin brought contuſion and a 
curſe upon the material, and miſeries, infinite millions 
of miſeries, on the rational world f. How then thould 
we fear this moſt horrible and pernicious of all evils ! 
With what carefulneſs guard againlt its infidious allure 
ments! With what reſolution fly from its killing careſ- 
ſes? | 
Ther. I muſt obſerve, Aſpaſio, that you take for 
granted, what remains to be proved. For, ſuppoſing 
your account true, with regard to Adam; yet, how 
does this affect his children? Why muſt all his po- 
{terity, be contaminated, becauſe their torefather has 
played the prodigal? Such a heavy charge againſt the 
whole body of mankind will not be admitted, without 
very cogent proofs. | 
Aſp. The proofs are cogent ; perhaps irrefragable. _ 
Poetry, addreſſing fallen Adam, is very clear in her 
depoſition : | 


They who never touch'd 
700 excepted tree, nor with the ſnake conſpir d, 


®* TJndg. xiv. 8. 
+ St. Chryſoſtom calls the firſt tranſgreſſion, I Tails Avaans- 
pin awe; eu, Which is, in a manner, tranſlated by Milton; 
who, ſpeaxing of the ſame trogical act, ſays, | 


— — 1 
Brou bt death in te world, and all cur wo. 


Nor 
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Mor finn d thy fin, yet from that ſin derive 
Corruption | 


add 


Reaſon offers to turn evidence in the caſe. Reaſon, 
in concurrence with revelation, demands; is can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean f? If the fountain 

be polluted, how can the ſtreams be pure? And if the 
root is corrupt, tis impoſſible to conceive how the brauch- 
es ſhould be ſound, or the fruit good . 

The ſcriptural teſtimonies are almoſt innumerable, 
They pour their evidence from every quarter; and con- 
| ſtitute not two or three only, but a whole cloud of wit. 

| nefſes G0 D made man upright, ſays the royal preach- 
er. The human nature in its primitive ſtate, was all 

arity, and without any improper biaſs. But, ever 
fince the firſt tranſgreſſion, men have been inclined te 
evil. And, in conſequence of this depravity, they have 
fought out many inventions || Don't you obſerve the very 
peculiar, and no leſs ſignificant ſtructure of the lan- 
guage? GOD made, not he makes. Man, at his firſt 
creation; not men, in their ſucceſſive generations. Then 
he was wiſe and holy; now hey are foolith and deprav- 
ed. Our nature, as proceeding from a gracious CRE- 
ATOR, was without fault and without defect ; but as 
propagated from a fallen parent, is unhappily altered. 
Fuimus Troes. 

Ther. I don't deny, but multitudes of people, ſedu- 
ced by bad example, or betrayed by their own inadver- 
tency, have departed from the rule of duty. Have, as 

the wiſe. man affirms, tried many fooliſh experiments to 
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4 Milton has anticipated Theron's objection; and, in Adam's 
 foliloquy, very judiciouſiy ſolved it. 


— Ah ! why fhauld all mankind 
For one man's fault, thus guiltleſs be condemn'd, 
I guiltleſs* But from me what can proceed 
| But all. corrupt, bub body and mind deprav'd; 
| Nut i de andy, but to will the ſame - Ke 
With me How can they acquitted ſtand | 
Tn fight of GD? Book X. 812. 


| Eccleſ. vii. 29. 
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acquire happineſs, and deviſed as many idle excuſes for 
their folly. But, this is no ſuch irrefragable proof, 
that their very nature was depraved. It only implies, 
that, not taking proper heed to their ways, they warp- 
ed from their native uprightneſs. As yonder ?u/ips, 
though perfectly beautiful at preſent, if not attended 
with the neceſſary cultivation, will degenerate into home- 
ly flowers; and, at length, be no better than tawdry 
weeds. | 

Aſp. No, my friend. Iniquity is not an adventitious 
thing, catched from example, or contracted by careleſſ- 
neſs. Theſe may increaſe, but theſe do not occaſion 
the moral malady. A ſimful diſpoſition is early as our 
being: is the very mould, in which all our faculties are 
caſt. David bears very expreſs teſtimony to this hum- 
bling truth. Bebald! He ſets his N. B.“ upon the 
paſſage. Tis a ſad, but certain fact. Such as ſhould 
never depart from my memory, nor ever be omitted in 
my confeſſions. I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin 
did my mother conceive me f. As nw 7 he had ſaid— 
« Alas! LORD, this crime, though extremely hor- 
« rid, is but a little part of my guilt. I have not on- 
&« ly ſinned in practice, but I am totally and univerſal- 
« ly corrupt in my very nature.“ 

This he agknowledges, not to extenuate his offence, 
but to lay open his exceſſive vileneſs. And indeed it is 
not poſſible to form a right judgment of ourſelves, or to 
be duly humbled before GOD, unleſs we add the depra- 
vation of our nature to the tranſgreſſions of our life. 
Juſt as it is impoſſible to diſcern, what monſtrous and 
voracious animals lie hid in the ocean, if we only glance 
an eye upon the ſurface of the waters. | | 

Ther. This, you know, was written by the royal pe- 
nitent, under the pangs of a ſevere remorſe. Does not 


I need not inform my readers, that N. B. points out the ſpe· 
cial importance of a paſſage, and is a call for peculiar attention. An 
obſervation of another kind may, perhaps, be more worthy of their 
notice, That David ſets not the diſtinguiſhing mark upon his ac- 
tual tranſgreſſions, but upon his original ſin. As that, which was 
the fatal ſource of all, ſhould cauſe the deepeſt humiliation in him- 
ſelf, and ſhould be moſt attentively regarded by the reader. 
+ Pal. li. s. 
Vor. I. K k 2 
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a ſenſe of his enormous iniquity, together with the ap- 
— of divine wrath, cauſe his hand to ſhake, 
and lead him to aggravate features ?—Or, ſuppoſe it 
were true of the adulterous king, is it equally appli- 
cable to others, who have eſcaped ſuch groſs pollution: ? 

Aſp. It is no exaggerating draught, but a faithful 
delineation 3 and exactly repreſents every child of 
Adam.—lIt was written with the utmolt deliberation ; 
and therefore is introduced with that call for peculiar 
attention, behold !{——And, though David was ſcanda- 
louſly criminal in his intrigue with the wife of Uriah; 
yet, the general tenour of his life was not only irre- 
proachable, but exemplary. Who ſo zealous for the 
houſe of GOD, or ſo devoted an admirer of the di- 
vine word? His heart was an altar, ever flaming with 
heavenly love; and his tongue a trumpet, to ſound 
the praiſes of JEHOVAH through all generations.— 
And if he had reaſon to make this abaſing confeſſion; 
who is the perſon that can think himſelf aggrieved 
by ſharing in the imputation? 

One of our moſt eminent martyrs “, when he heard 
of any malefactor, condemned to ſuffer an ignomini- 
ous death, uſed to lay his hand upon his breaſt, and 
y“ The ſeeds of all thoſe villanies, which brought 
that unhappy wretch to the gibbet, were ſown here. 
If they have not ſprung up into the ſame deteſtable 
« deeds, unto divine grace, unto. divine grace alone, 
“ be all the glory!“ 

Ther. Your martyrs, had honeſt hearts, but not al- 
ways the cleareſt heads. I admire their zeal, and re- 
verence their memories. But I can no more receive 
their opinion as an oracle, than I can be er to 
worſhip their relics. 

Aſp. I have no intention to palm popery on my 
friend, nor any deſire to calumiate the human ſpecies. 
If it be diſingenuous and ſinful, to aſperſe a particular 
character; how much more unjuſtifiable, to traduce 
our nature in general! 

My account, dark and diſguſtful as it is, ſtands con- 
« ficmed by a higher authority, than any private opini- 


* Mr. Bradford. 
ON, 


a 
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on. It is confirmed from an univerſal ſurvey of man- 
kind; taken by the eye of the CREATOR himſelf, 
and left upon record in the books of revelation. The 
LORD locked down from heaven upon the children of men, 
to ſee if” there were any that did underſtand, and feek af. 
ter GOD.— What is the reſult of this grand inquiry? 
It maſt, without all peradventure, be infallibly true. 
Becauſe GOD's inſpection is too keen, to be eluded ; 
and his judgment too impartial, to be biaſſed. Thus is 
the report, made by the infinitely wiſe OBSERVER : 
They are all gone aſtde, they are altogether become filthy * ; 
there is none that deeth good, no not one. 

Ther. This, I apprehend, is the character of thoſe 
beſotted creatures, thoſe moſt egregious of all fools, 
Wha jay, there is no GOD. To them the p/alm relates, 
and to them the abandoned character is appropriated. 
They have it, if I may fo ſpeakz cum privilegio. | 

Aſp. It is meant rather of practical, than of ſpeculative 
atheiſts; who ſay, if not explicitly with their mouths, yet 
implicitly in their hearts, There is no GOD. Who live, as 
if there was no ALL-3EEING EYE, totake cognizance 
of their preſent conduct; no Supreme JUDGE, to call 
them to a future reckoning. Now I dare appeal to your- 
ſelf, though perhaps the fondeſt of fathers, whether this 
inſtance of fooli/hneſ7, is not bound up in the hearts of our 
children f. Nay, I dare appeal to any unprejudiced 


» Pal. xiv. 2, 3. The two original words 9K 1 are metapho- 
rical expreſſions ; taken from Wines, that are become ſour—and 
meats, that are in a ſtate of patrefad ia. I believe it is impoſſible 
to find images, more Nrongly expreſſive of a 1otal depravity, and 
of the utmoſt degeneracy. Yer both theſe images St. Paul has com- 
prehended in one word ; dec berg Toy . 1 Tim, vi. 5. 
F Prov, xxii. 15. Let none think, that by fecolifonefſs the ſacred 
writer means only thoſe ſilly tricks, which ditcover a weakneſs of 
underſtanding in children. Slomon's fool is not the idiot, but the- 
ſinner ;. and the folly, ſtigmatized throughout the Proverbs, de- 
notes, not a failure in the intellectual, but in the religious and mo- 
ral character. | | | 
The words, in this paſſage, are peculiarly forcible. Fookſtnefs 
is in the heart; implanted in the very nature; ſunk deep into the 
inmoſt faculties.—And not only ſunk deep, but adheres almoſt in- 
ſeparably: try is urapt, tied, and bound : twines like the ivy, 
and is rooted like the oak. | 
| Kk 2 | perſon z; 
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perſon ; whether it be not natural to us all, both in 
youth and manhood, to forget our CREATOR ? 
In this caſe, Theron, there is no monopoly. Your 
right and mine, are too- ſtrongly eſtabliſhed by experi- 
ence, and too clearly expreſſed in the preceding ſcrip- 
ture, to admit of any controverſy.— If there were 4, 
that underſtood-—They are a gone out of the way 
There is 229720,” that doeth good—No, not 9ne.—Could 
any conveyancer in Europe have contrived a form of 
words, more fully to aſcertain our unhappy title ? 
Ther. There may be ſome texts in ſcripture, which 
ſeem to countenance your aſſertion. But thele refer to 
the worſt of men, in the worſt of times. And can 
you, with any- juſtice, aſcribe the properties of a few 
reprobates to the whole ſpecies ? 
Af. This very paſſage, and others of a like import, 
are adopted by St. Paul, and applied both to Jews and 
Gentiles ; with this profeſſed deſign, that every mouth 
znay be ſtopped, and all the world may be found guilty * 
before GOD. Which evinces, I ſhould think, beyond 
all doubt, the univerſality of its extent. | 
If to the univerſality, we add the antiquity of this 
ſact, it will bear the two grand characteriſtics of truth. 
Far from being a novel opinion, it was received as a 
maxim, in the early age of Job. What is man, that 
he ſhould pretend to be clean? And he that is born of a 
«woman, that he ſhould preſume to be righteous ? Righ- 
teons before the infinitely: JUST and HOLY ONE! 
Behold be putteth 'no- truſt in his ſaints, though the 
moſt exalted: of all intelligent beings. Tra, the hea- 
vent, thoſe brighteſt parts of the material creation, are 
uh dean in his fight. © How much more abominable and 
filthy is manÞ ? Who drinketh iniquity ; though loath- 
een ſome 
* Rom. iii. 19. Tæekxog ent, cc May bechme guilty,” does 
nat ſo exactly anſwer the ſcope of the context, neither docs it ſo 
ſolidly eſtabliſh. the apoſtle's argument, as may be found guilty ;" 
be fully convicted, and apparently liable to moſt juſt condemna- 
tion. — Thoſe things were written of old, and were quoted by St. 
Paul, not to render men criminal, but to prove them fo. 
I Job xv. 14, 15, 16. The immaculate purity of the bleſſed 


- GOD, and the utter depravity of fallen man; are points of ſo 


great importance in the ſcriptural ſyſtem of divinity, that they are 
| inculcated 
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ſome to GOD, and worſe than poiſon to his own ſoul; 

t drinketh it /ike water ; without any hefitation or 
the leaſt fear, with an eager and profuſe delight. 

This, you will obſerve, was alledged in a diſpute, 
carried on with no ſmall vehemency. Yet is admitted, 
on all hands, as unexceptionably true.—Be pleaſed al- 
fo to take notice, that the charge is not confined to 
ſome very notorious ſinners, but is laid agaiuſt the 
whole body of mankind. Whatever figure they may 
make, each in his own conceit ; they are all deſcribed: 
in the word of GOD—as beings, intatiably athirſt at-- 
ter evil—from object, which we cannot endure to be- 
hold; or cannot behold without abhorrence *;,—Such is 
man by nature]! People muſt have eyes very different 
from mine, to diſcern any dignity in this draught. 

Ther. As to innate dignity, we will let it pats. But 
this I muſt inſiſt upon, and ſeveral writers of the firſt. 
repute are on my ſide— That we enter the ſtage of 
lite, in a ſtate of ludiſſerence either to good or evil— . 
That the affections are like a balance, nicely poiſed,. 
and preponderating neither one way nor the other.— 
The whole foul, like a ſheet of fair paper, is equally” 
ſuſceptible of ſtrait or crooked lines; and will as rea- 
dily receive the amiable features. of. an angel, as the 
hideous deformity of a devil.. 

Aſp: With regard to your firſt illuftration-—The ſi- 
mile, I think, confutes the ſentiment. For, to be in 


ſuſpenſe,, whether. we ſhall love the LOK D our GOD, 


the giver of all good, and the fource of all perfection; 
this, ſurely, muſt be condemned as an irreligious tem- 
per.— This is a criminal. halting between GOD: and- 
1 neutrality, which. is no better than hoitt-- 
it y. | 8 52 
I fear the writers you mention. pay but little de- 


ference to the inſpired volume. Our eſcutcheon is ve- 


inculcated no leſs than three times, within the compaſs of this ſn- 
gle book. And by much the ne noble contraſt of ſtriking ic: - 
ges. Chap. iv. 14, 18.—xv 14, 15, 16.—XxXV. 4, 5, 6. 

The original words are n>x27) ayru- One is uſed to ſignify th:t 
ahominable practice, which the Egyptians could not bear to view, 
Exod. viii. ver. 22. Heb. Bib. ver 26. Engl. Bib.—'The other de- 
notes an object, too ſqr2lid to be viewed without lothing. 
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ry differently blazoned, in that office of ſpiritual he. 
raldry. A trauſgrefſor from the womb f, is one of our 
hereditary titles. Tranſgreſſors we are, by ſtrong in. 
ternal propenſity z even before we tranſgreſs, in out- 
ward act. 

Obſerve the young hawthorn plants, which have un- 
folded their green leaves, in yonder nurſery; but have 
ſcarce learned to ſpread the gay bloſſom. Is there in 
thoſe plants an equal aptitude, to produce the luſcious 
juicy grape, or their own coarſe and huſky berry? By 
no means. They will (unleſs grafted with ſome gene- 
rous cyon) certainly, univerſally, conſtantly bear the 
fame harſh fruit, with their parent tree.—So certainly 
will the human mind, if not renewed by the SPIRIT 
of CHRIST, branch out into ungodly tempers, and 
bring forth wicked practices. 

Ther. The nobleman, mentioned. by Xenophon *, 
when overcome by an alluring temptation, deviſed for 
his excuſe the notion of two fouls ; one, that inclined 
him to vice; another, that prompted- him to virtue. 
This was a moderate caricatura , compared with my 
friend's. He will allow nothing regular or graceful in 
the human heart.—You have metamorphoſed the maſ- 
ter-piece of the creation, into ſuch a deformed object; 
us may juſtly render him a terror to himſelf. Can 
there be a groſſer libel upon the CREATOR, or a 

eater diſeouragement to our fellow-creatures ? 

Ap. If this be a deformed piece, what will you call 
the following deſcription ? GOD ſaw that the wicked- 
refs of man was great upon the earth; and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
ontinually 19. This, perhaps, may be reckoned a more 
monſtrous drawing ſtill, Yet it came from that hand, 


+ Ifai. xlviii. 8. A truth ſo apparent and undeniable, that Se- 
neca could not but difcern it, though he was an uninlightened hea- 
then: could not but acknowledge it, attached as he was to the proud 
 floic ſet. Hae conditione nati ſumus. Animalia obnoxia non paucio- 
ribas animi quam corporis morbis. De ira. Lib. II. c. 9. 

* Cyroped. Lib. VI. 

A term uſed by the Italian painters, to Ggnify a reſemblance 

horrid or ridiculous. ' 
5 Gen. vi. 5. 


which 
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which painted the canopy of the ſkies, and touched all. 
the pictures of nature into ſuch inimitable perfection. 
Pray, let us examine the moſt diſtinguiſhing features 
in this draught.— Not barely the works of his hand, 
or the words of his tongue, but the imagination: of his 
keart, are evil. The contagion has ſpread itſelf through 
the inner man. It has tainted the ſeat of his princi- 
ples, and the ſource of his actions *.—lIs there not, 
you will ſay, ſome mixture of good? No; they are an- 
ly evil. There is no hopeful tendency. Not fo much 
as a little leaven of piety ; that may have a chance to 
diffuſe itſelf, and meliorate the whole lump.— But are 
there no lucid intervals? No happy moments, when 
virtue gains the aſcendency ? None: he is only evil 
continually. The uſurpation of ſin is total, and its ty- 
ranny perpetual. | | ay 5 
What I have advanced, therefore, is no libel upon 
the CREATOR's benignity ; becauſe it is the very 
echo of his own: determination.—Neither is it ſo pro- 
perly diſcouraging, as bumbling and alarming to our 
ſellow- creatures. Humbling, to make us ſenſible of our 
ruin: Alarming, to make us deſirous of a recovery. 
Ther, Is not the deſcription, which you have pro- 
duced, peculiar to the men of that wicked generation, 
whoſe guilt was as unparalleled as-their puniſhment ? 
Aſp. It is applicable both to them and their ſucceſ- 
ſors. The wiſdom of GOD repeats. the charge, and 
fixes it upon the race, which ſurvived the flood f. The 


* The original is very exact In its ſtructure; 2s well tas very eme 
phatical in its meaning 25 the heart, or grand principle=rnaurrs. 
the thoughts of the heart, or the various aQings of that principle 
W the imagination of the thoughts, or the produce and reſult of 
thofe — namely, deſires and afſections, counſels and purpo- 
ſes, Of which, not one, a few only, or the greateſt part, but a// 
theſe are evi Somewhat like this, is St. Paul's analyfis of the in- 
tellectual economy; g, onde, Asi All which be; repre- 
ſents, as in a ſtate of enmity againſt CHRIST, As forts or bul- 
warks, ereQted to maintain a ſiege, againſt the knowledge and obe- 
dience of his goſpel. 2 Cor. x. . £4 

+ Gen. viii. 21. Where, I think the particle g is uſed in the 
adverſative, not the eaſual ſignification ;, and ſhould be rendered 
thaugh, rather than for,-W here, it may be plcaſing, if uot — 

| | £ 
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depravity of human nature continued, nor could the 
waters of an univerſal deluge purge it away! So deep, 
alas! is the ſtain, and ſo incorrigible the virnlency of 
original corruption, that ic will yield to nothing—to 
nothing will it yield, but to the «va/hing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the HOLY GHOST +. Till this takes 
place, every heart of man muſt wear the prophei's ſtig- 
matizing motto, Deceitful above all things, and deſp- 
rately wicked. | 

Ther. This paſſage, I am informed, is not rightly 


tranſlated, eſpecially in the la exprethon. The Hebrew 


original does not bear ſo hard upon the human charac- 
ter, as the Englith verſion. 


Aſp. You allow then, that the heart is deceitful. 


And of this we have a glaring proof in the conduct of 
Hazael. He thought it impoſſible, that he ſhould ever 
perpetrate ſuch horrid barbarities, as the prophet tore. 
faw. Ii thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do this great 
thing * Ves, Hazael; however thou mayeſt imagine 


thyſelf geutle as a lamb, thou art fierce as a dog, and 


ſavage as a tyger.— Which was moſt terribly demon- 
ſtrated by the event 4. 

Suppoſe we tranſlate the other word ſomewhat more 
accurately The little alteration will be of leſs ſervice 
to your cauſe. Inſtead of deſperately wicked, yon may, 
if you pleaſe, read deplorably diſordered 9. This is the 
exact import of the phraſe-—It is a metaphor, derived 
trom. a very diſtempered body; in which, the whole 


rely pertinent, to obſerve ; that the forbearance of the righteous. 
40D, is aſcribed to the great atonement; typified by Noah's. 


burnt- oſſerings, and ſpecified by St. Paul in his epiſtle to the Eplic- 
fans ; who probably alludes to this paſſage. The LORD ſmelled a 
ſweet favour, and the. LORD ſaid in his beart, Iwill not again cur? 
the earth any more for man's fake, though the imagination of man; 
heart be evil from his youth. See Eph. v. 2. x 

+ Tit. iii. 5. 2 Kiogs viii. 13. 


- +This ſelf fame Hazael murdered his royal maſter, and uſurped 


the throne of Syria; burnt the cities of Iſrael, and flew their inha- 
bitants with the ſword; daſhed the infants ia pieces, and rippcd up 
the women with child.  "Thus-cruelly did he haraſs the Ifraclitcs, 
till he cruſhed their ſtrength ; broke their ſpirits ; ruined their na- 
tion; or, as the ſacred hittorian ſpeaks moſt emphatically, He made 
them lite the duſt by threſhing. 2 Kings xii. 7. 

| § Ter, xvli. 9. WK- 
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head is ſick, and the whole heart faint z From the crown 
of whoſe head, te the ſole of whole feet, there is nothing 


but conſuming diſeaſe, and enfeebling languors *.—The 


rules of civility, it is true, may ſet a ſpecious varnith 
on the converſation. But until grace, ſanctifying grace, 
adminiſters the remedy, the moit civihzed heart will be 
only like the pale emaciated cheek, that 1s poorly en- 
livened with paint. 

Ther. What ſay the writers of the New Teſtament ? 
Is not their way of thinking more liberal and benign? 
If human nature wore ſo hideous an aſpect under the 
legal diſpenſation ; fince the coming of our LORD, 
and the publiſhing of his goſpel, one may expect an im- 
proved and more pleaſing face of things. 

Aſp. Human nature, in every period of time, and 
under every diſpenſation of religion, is ſtill the ſame. It 
was the SPIRIT of CHRIST, who indited the Old 
Teſtament, and he cannot vary from himſelf in the de- 
clarations of the New. 

I am very much inclined to believe, that all the 53 
dily diſeaſes, which our divine PHYSICIAN healed, 
during his abode on carth, were ſo many emblematical 
repreſentations of ſpiritual diſorders ; which, like cer- 
tain family-diſtempers, may be ſaid to run in the blood 
of all mankind. —— Will you give me leave, Theron, to 
explain myſelt? I don't like to engroſs the diſcourſe. 
Yet I would willingly enlarge upon this ſubject. 

Ther. By all means. The laws of argument, ſepa- 
rate from the indulgencies of friendſhip, give you a 
warrant to urge whatever may ſupport your cauſe. — 
Beſides, I ſhall be glad to hear your ſentiments upon a 
point ſo curious. 

A. The poor leper, covered with noiſome ſores, is 
the very picture of a polluted ſinner. Was the one, for 
his contagious impurities, ſeparated from the ſociety of 
his fellow-citizens ? So ſhall the other, for his abomi- 
nable uncleanneſs, be baniſhed from the beatific preſence, 
unleſs he be cleanſed by the blood, and juſtified by the 
righteouſneſs of JESUS. © 4 


„ Tſai. i. 6. Agreeable to this doctrine, and conſonant to this 
metaphor, is the conſcſſion of our liturgy, There is no health in as. 
7 | | You 
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You pity the condition of that unhappy creature, 


who was born blind. His eyes rolled, but rolled in 


vain, to find the dawning ray. Such is the beuighted 
Kate of the human mind, till almighty GOODNESS 
command the ſcales of ignorance to fall off, and pour 
heavenly day through all the intellectual faculties, 
Then, and not till then, we begin to know the holi- 
neſs, the juſtice, the adorable excellencies of GOD.— 
We ſee the ſublime purity of his law, and the extreme 
depravity of our own hearts.—We are brought ac. 
quainted with the tranſcendent glories of our RE. 
DEEMER's perſon, and apprehend that moſt com- 
fortable myſtery of his. ſubſtitution in our ſtead. We 
diſcern the ineffable perfection of his merits, and the 
divinely rich freeneſs of his grace“. Truths, incom- 
parably more delightſul to the foul, than all the delec- 
table ſcenes of creation are to the fight. | 

The paralytic's enervated limbs too truly repreſent 
the impotence of our nature. Was he unable to grind 
at a mill; to run in a race; or to turn himſelf on his 
bed? So unable are we to fight the good fight of faith; 
to exerciſe the graces of Chriſtianity ; or even to turn 
ourſeives unto GOD.—Do not you, my friend, expe- 
rience ſomething of this inability ? For y part, I mult 
lay my hand on my breaſt, and daily, hourly conteſs, 
e palſy is here. Though not altogether dead in 
& ſin, (bleſſed be CHRIST JESUS, and his quicken- 
« ing. SPIRIT!) vet how languid is my zeal, how 
„ enteebled my induſtry, in the great affair of everlaſt- 
4 mg ſalvation !—I would fain believe, and with a full 
« aſſtirance of faith, the promiſes of the unchangeable 
% JEHOVAH. But how often do I tiagger through 
« unbelief — I would fain love, and with the warmeſt 
« gratitude, my ever-mereiſul and moſt beneficent 
« GOD. But oh! what coldneſs benumbs my aftec- 
« tions — 1 wiſh to be humble in every thought; hea- 
« yenly in all my defires ; and wholly reſigned to the 


This, and the preceding particulars, are le ſſons of the laſt im- 

portance in the Chriſtian ſchool. The knowledge of them deſerves 
to be moſt ſolicitouſly ſought, both by attentive contemplation, and 
by earneſt prayer: for, to know them, is to be truly wiſe; to be 
wflnenced by them, is to be ſubſtantially happy, . 
Et * . 44 divine. 
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« divine will. But, alas! my ſufficiency for theſe 
« things, is like the flaccid ſinew, or the withered arm.“ 
It would be endleſs to particularize all the maladies, 
which were emblems of our miſery, and the triumphs 
of our LOR D's power. Let me only remark—That 
their bodies were afflicted with a /ng/e diſorder; our 
ſouls labour under a complication of evils.— They elt 
their affliction, and were deſirous, importunately deſi- 
rous, of relief. We are, till awakened from above, in- 
ſenſible of our curſed ſtate, and our loſt condition. We 
add, alas! we add, to all our other indifpoſitions, a 
ſtupifying lethargy, or an extravagant delirium. 

Ther. Such allegorical expoſitions of ſcripture are 
pretty enough. But, I preſume, you yourſelf cannot 
reckon them demon rative. For my own part, I muſt 
appeal from the ſurmiſes of fancy, to the verdict of rea- 
ſon. | 

Aſp. I cannot think, that the allegorical ſenſe, when 
ſeberly introduced, is unworthy our regard, or without 
its weight. However, I have no deſign to preclude: 
your appeal. — Will the avowed, will the reiterated de- 
ciſion of an apoſtle, ſatisfy my friend, and be admitted 
as the verdict of reaſon ? St. Paul has declared of 
himſelf, In me, that is, in my fleſh, or unrenewed na- 
ture, davelleth no good *; no good temper, nor ſo much 
as any good deſire.— Elſewhere he affirms, that he car- 
nal mind, or unregenerate ſoul, is not ſubject to the law 
of GOD ; nay, is an enemy, or rather enmity itſelf F— 
Againſt what ?—Againſt fin ? That were a noble anti- 
pathy.—Againſt the world? That were a laudable diſ- 


affection.— No; but againſt GOD and his law. Ama- 


zing perverſeneſs ! To be enmity againſt GOD, who is 
boundleſs benignity, and conſummate goodneſs : En- 
mity againſt his law, which is the tranſcript of his 
amiable perfections, and the faultleſs model of all vir- 
tue. | 

- Ther. This, I ſuppoſe, is the character of Saul the 
Phariſee, not of Paul the apoſtle; deſcriptive of his 


condition, when he was a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, 
and injurious.“ 


* Rom. vii, 18. + Rom. vii, - IS 
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39965 THERON axv ASPASIO. Dial. 11. 


Aſp. It relates not to himſelf alone, but is applicable 
to all, who continue in a ſtate of nature. The bleſſed 
AUTHOR of our being, ſpeaking of mankind in ye. 
neral, ſays, that he ir even fle/b *; mere fleſh, altoge- 
ther fleſh 3 his very ſoul, and all its powers, are wholly 
enſlaved to fleſhly appetites. —The. beneficent RE- 
STORER of our happineſs pronounces the ſame ſen- 
tence, in the very ſame words; That which is born vf the 

"feſh is fleſh . The faculties, which men receive by their 
natural birth, have a vitiated taſte, and a carnal bias. 
They reliſh not the refined, the heavenly, the godlike. 
They incline only to ſelfiſh aims, and groveling pur- 
ſuits —_Our SAVIOUR re-inculcates the admoni- 
tion, and illuſtrates it by a very remarkable alluſion, 
You cannot forget his anſwer to a procraſtinating diſ- 
ciple ; Let the dead bury their dead | ; 1ntimating, that 
as many as are unſanctified by the HOLY GHOST, 
though poſſeſſed of an animal, are deſtitute of the di- 
vine life; are no more able to perform any ſpiritual 
and holy duty, than a pale corpſe in the co or dry 
bones in the charnel-houſe, are qualified to tranſact any 
ſecular buſineſs. ts nt 34; 5 

St. Paul ſets the ſeal of Heaven to this momentous 
truth, in various paſſages of his epiſtles. From a mul- 
titude let me ſelect one, and recommend it to your ſe- 
rious conſideration; You, that were ſometime alienated 
and enemies. The Coloſſians, and all mankind, were 
alienated from the living GOD; had no true know- 
ledge of him; and, what is worſe, had no ſincere de- 
ſire after him. Nay; they were not only ſtrangers, 
but enemies; in a ſtate of hoſtility to his holy nature 
and heavenly will. What can expreſs a greater dege- 


Gen, vi. 3. The word feſs, by which the all-wiſe CREATOR 


characterizes man, ſignifies; in the facred writings, whatever is 4% 


honourable in itſelf ; provoking to GOD; or introductory to the ru 
of man.— The works of the fleſh, are a compendium of all iniquity. 
Gal. v. 19, 20, 21.— To wall after the ſieſp, is the very reverſe of 
walking in the SPIRIT; diametrically oppoſite to the divine law, 
and true holineſs. Rom, viii. 4. To be carnally minded, or to have 
the influence, the favour, the reliſh of the fleſh (Peornun (er >) 
predominant in cur minds, is the ſpiritual death 7 the ſoul, and a 
preſage of eternal death, both in body and ſoul, Rom. viii. 6. 
I John iii. 6. 4 Matt. viii. 22. 
| IMs neracy ! 


* wh — & 
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neracy ? Nothing, unleſs it be the following clanſe, by 
a mind intent upon wicked works *; a mind, not only 
averſe from all good, but paſſionately prone to all evil. 

Ther. A few picked paſſages, of a figurative import, 
and artfully cogged by ſome dextrous interpretation, 
may ſeem to ſupport your cauſe. 

Aſp. Ah! Theron, there is no need to uſe fleight of 
hand. He that runs may read this doctrine in the ſa- 
cred authors. It is interwoven with the whole ſeries of 
their hi/forical, and makes a profeſſed part of their 
practical writings. 

What is more common with the infpired penmen, 
than to expreſs a profligate courſe of life, by felloauing 
our own imaginations, and walking in our own ways ? 
When immorality and licentiouſneſs were predominant 
in Iſrael, knew no reſtraints, and kept no bounds ; how 
does the unerring hiſtorian deſcribe this horrible ſtate 
of things? Every one did that which was right in his own 
eyer T. Nothing can more ſtrongly imply the extreme 
depravity of mankind, than ſuch a phraſeology; which 
makes 1t one and the ſame thing, to purſue our natural 
inclinations, and to act the abandoned ſinner. 

St. Jude cannot write a few lines, but he muſt touch 
upon this ſubje& ; mult teach this humbling leſſon. 
Senſual t, he ſays, not having the SPIRIT. According 
to his eſtimate, not to be actuated by the power of 
grace, is to remain under the dominion of ſenſuality. 

f we may credit this ambaflador of CHRIST, every 


* Colofl. i. 21. Tu Jixvore tv ToG 5p [065 Tok Fovngvis, Mente 
malis operibus intenta. A very diſcerning critic would thus point, 
and thus tranſlate the words. For which alteration, he aſſigns the 
following reaſon ; Mens enim dicitur elſe in ea re, quam ſemper cogi+ 
tat, ad quam cupidine fertur et inclinatur. DAYENANT in loc.— 
Let the words be pointed and tranſlated, either in tbis or the received 


manner, they ſpeak the language, and confirm the ſentiments, of 
this whole dialogue. 


_ + Judg. xvii. 6.-——Sze alſo Pſal. Ixxxi. 12. Eccl. xi. 9. Acts 
XIV. 16. 

Jude 19. The original expreſſion is not 2 405, but uyorec. 
Which denotes, what ſome people reckon t ay ne of our nature, 
the rational ſoul. . Yet thoſe perſons, who have no higher a prinei- 
ple, are, with all their accompliſhments and improvements, the very 


reverſe of TY wuglmer, ſpiritual. 
Vor. I. L1 man, 


A 
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man, while unrenewed by the divine SPIRIT, is go- 
verned by fleſh and ſenſe. Can any man then pretend 
to be originally free from the ighoble influence of cor. 
ruption. 

Zt. Paul exempts not himſelf, no, nor any of the 
higheſt ſaints, from the opprobrious charge: Ve a/l 
avalked according to the deſires of the fleſh and of the mind, 
Which defires in «s, as well as in the idolatrous hea- 
Zhens, were baſe, ſordid, and contaminating : inſomuch 
that we, who are Jews by birth ; who are ſons of GOD 
by our new birth; even we were, by nature, the children 
of wrath * ; creatures, in whom GOD could take no 
pleaſure, and againſt whom his wrath was revealed 
from heaven. If fo, then doubtleſs ſubject to depra- 
vity, and chargeable with fin. 

Ther. What ſays St. James? You have ſuppreſſed, and 
T had almoſt forgot, his teſtimony ; though it is ſo very 
pertinent to my purpoſe, and ſo very explicit in my 
favour. Men, who are made after the fimilitude 'f 
GOD. —The ſimilitude of GOD fignifies, in the ſacred 
books, thoſe moral endowments, which diftingniſh the 
poſſeſſor both from the brute and the devil. And it 
men are made after this image; if they are created 
with theſe endowments z where is your doctrine of ori- 
ginal ſin ? | 

Aſp. I began to flatter myſelf, that your objections 
were exhauſted. But, ſince I am miſtaken in this par- 
ricular, ſurely it muſt be as great a miſtake to imagine, 
that our apoſtle would maintain an opinion, ſo repug- 
nant to the aforementioned texts, and ſo contrary to 
univerſal obſervation.— Do not you perceive the very 
reverſe true, with regard to your own children? Why 
do you addreſs them with ſuch tender entreaties; with 
ſuch warm exhortations ; ſuch repeated arguments? 
Why do you allure them to duty by promiſes, and de- 
ter them from tranſgreſſion by threatenings ? Is all this 
regimen, all this diſcipline, neceſſary tor creatures 
that bear the holy image of GOD ? 8 
They made after the ſimilitude of GOD !—Then they 


_ *® Fph. ti, 3- Hoc uno loco, ſays BE Z A, quaſi fulmine, totus hems, 
guantus quantus eft, praſternitur. Neque enim noturam dicit læſam, 
fed mortuam, per peccatum; ideoque iræ 09noxiam. h 
ave 
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have no need of the rene wing influences of the HOLY 
GHOST, in caſe they live; and no need of the atcne- 
ment of CHRIS T's blood, in caſe they die. Would 
James, the LORD's brother, aſſert ſuch an egregious 
error, as not only oppoſes a ſingle article, but under- 
mines the gie conſtitution of Chriſtianity ? Sets aſide 
the ſanctification of the Divine SPIRIT, and the pro- 
pitiation of the REDEEMER's death ?—Impollible 
for him to aflert ! Impoſſible, I ſhould think, for us to 
fuppoſe . 

St. James ſpeaks of a fat that is paſt: ſpeaks of 
men collectively, as they were all included in their firſt 
parent, The pailage, I apprehend, ſhould be tranila- 
ted, not, men that are; but, men that were * crea- 
ted; whoſe human nature was formed. The ſcripture 
. conſiders Adam, as the common parent of us all: nay 
more, conſiders us all as exiſting in our great progeni- 
tor. Which is ſo far from overthrowing, that it eſta- 
bliſhes, the point in debate. For, if we were all crea- 
ted after the ſimilitude of GOD, in and with Adam; 
it mal} follow, that we all fell from our conformity to 
GOD, in and with Adam. If ſo—let me for ence re- 
tort my ſriend's interrogatory—Where,. or in whom, 
is not original fin ? 

I am very ſure, this doctrine runs through our /- 
turgy ; is an eſſential part of our articles; and molt 
ſtrongly delineated in our /omilier.. Shall I produce 
ſome of thoſe teſtimonies; which are as clear, as they 
are copious? 

Ther. No more of your teſtimonies, good Aſpaſio.“ 
Inform me rather, what advantage can accrue from 
your inculcating, or my adopting ſuch a docrine. Sup- 


Jam. lit, 9. That this is the preciſe ſignification of the participle 
wiſovelzs, may be gathered from rt Tim. v. 9. Where yi{orvis 
is tranſlated having = and muſt neceſſarily refer, not to the 
Preſent, but to the paſt condition of the widow.— We bave a 
ſimilar manner of expreſſion and repreſentation, 1 Cor. xi. 
8. Which paſſage molt evidently deſcribes, not the ſueceſſive pro- 
duction, but the fir/t creation of the human ſpecies.— All this ex- 
actly accords with the divine declaration, In the image of GD 


made He man. Ty not ey; tren, lays the Septuagint, not 
Toi@ ; did make, not does-make. 


LI 2 poſe, 3 
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poſe, it were undeniably true; diſagreeable truths, like 
diſagreeable objects, ſhould be conſigned over to ob- 
feurity, not obtruded upon our view. On ſuch an oc 
caſion, the reply of Themiſtocles ſhould be mine. One 
of the /zterat; of Greece, offered to communicate an 
claborate and curious invention, by means of which, 
his memory ſhould be ſo wonderfully ſtrengthened, as 
to retain whatever he read or heard. My friend,” 
replied the hero, „you quite miſtake the way to ſerve 
« me. I want to learn the art, not of remembering, 
« but of forgetting.” 

Aſp. If to forget our diſeaſe, were a likely method 
to reſtare our health, I ſhould readily concur in your 
hero's way of thinking. As this will hardly be allow- 
cd, I cannot but judge it more adviſeable, to give ſome 
attention to our diſeaſe, that we may inquire after a 
remedy. « | 

Ther. Where is this remedy to be had ? 

Aſp. Not on earth, but from heaven. —The ſchools 
cf ſcience cannot diſcover it. The courts of kings are 
unable to procure it. The college of phyſicians know not 
ho to preſcribe it. But the goſpel of our ſalvation 
-prefcribes, prepares, and diſpenſes it. The language 
of CHRIS T in his holy word is, I will bring her health 
and cure *, And the beginning of our cure is, to be 
ſenſible of our diſorder. 

Hence we are taught to be Humble. — To review the 
catalogue of our actual tranſgreſſions, is a mortifying 
employ. But that which Jays the ſoul in the loweſt 
_ abaſement, is the conviction of inbred iniquity. "This 
ſtrikes at the root of human vanity, and cuts aſunder 
the very finews of ſelft-conceit. A total loſs of righ- 
teouſneſs and true holineſs ; an utter impotency to all 
good, and an impetuous propenſity to all evil ; theſe 
are not vi/itants, but Þ inhabitants ; congenial MO our 

| ame, 


| - fer. xxxſii. 6. 
+ Accordingly, this corruption is ſtyled, not barely y Txgxx4- 


n, that which is af our e/bow, Rom, vii, 21. . 
enn J | | at 


7 
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frame, and ingrained in our conſtitution. How then 
O! how can ve be vain of our moral beauty, who 
have ſuch an hereditary defilement and deformity cleav- 
ing to all our faculties? Surely, this muſt banith the 
Phariſce from our breaſt, and inſpire as with the ſenti- 
ments of that fincere penitent, Beho/d! I am wile}! 
Muſt teach us the language of the abathed leper, Uz- 
clean 1 Unclean || ! | 

Ther. I ſhould think, it would make us melancholy, - 
rather thin humble. Serve no other-purpole, than ts - 
introduce an afllictive ſenſe of extreme wretchednets. 

Aſp. Did we intend to reſt here, your apprehenſions 
would be juſt. But we urge the doctrine of original 
corruption, as a preparative for the redemption of 
CHRIST. | 

It is obſervable, that very few applied to the bieſſed 
JESUS in the days of his fleſh, but the ſons and 
daughters of affliction. The levee of that PRINCE 
of peace, was crouded by the lame, the blind, the di- 
eafed. - Theſe, being ſenlible of diſtrets, and longing 
for relief, fell as humble ſupplicants at his feet. While 
others, who were firm in- their health, aud gay in their 
ſpirits, rejected him with contemptuous ſcorn. —W hen 
we perceive the plague of our heart, and feel thoſe 
worſe than ulcerous ſores, which overſpread our na- 
ture; we alſo ſhall ardently ſeek to the: LORD gur heal: 
er. When we find ourſelves ſubject to the curſe of the 


law, in bondage to the tyranny of Satan, and liable 


to everlaſting damnation; en the Divine PHYSICI- 
AN, and the Divine REDEEMER will be precious 
indeed. Whereas, if we remain inſenſible of our mi- 
ſery, the goſpel, which is /aving health to the contrite 
foul, will be an unaffecting Rory to our ears. We may 
hear it, we may read it, as an amuſing narrative; but 


ſhall not receive it, as a ſovereign remedy. 


that which eaſily. ſurrounds us, Heb. xii. 1. but n engre,: that 
which dwelleth in us, Rom. vii. and i Puazocerz, that which, 
like a ſtrong man armed, . keepetb garriſoz in our fouls, Luke xi. 


21. | 
1 Job xl. 4. || Lev, ziii. 45. 


LI 3. Ther. - 
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Ther. Not receive the goſpel, Aſpaſio! I hardly un- 
derſtand what you mean. I often Rudy the goſpel ; . 
believe it to be a divine revelation ; and endeavour to 
follow its directions. look upon it, as containing the 
moſt refined ſyſtem of morality ; as enforcing every 
virtue, by the ſtrongeſt motives; and recommending 
all, by the moſt — example. 

Aſp. Jo which you ſhould add—as revealing that 
great MEDIATOR, who has fulfilled all righteouſ- 
neſs, to effect our juſtification z- who has alſo the ful. 
nefs.of the SPIRIT, to accompliſh our vegeneration. 
Otherwiſe, what you mention, is infinitely ſhort of the 
rr brings no glad tidings to fallen creatures. 

t adminiſters no ſuceours to ruined ſinners. It is like 
writing a correct copy for the blind; or ſetting a labo- 
rious taſk: to the diſabled. Which would rather be an 
inſult on their impotence, than a relief of their di- 
ſtreſs. - | 

The firſt partieular I wave at preſent. Only let me 
aſk your opinion of the laſt; which is a grand doc- 
trine, and a very diſtinguiſhing privilege ofthe goſpel. 
1 mean the doctrine and the privilege of. ſpiritual rege - 
neration. Excluſive of which,- all your endeavours to 
poſſeſs virtue and practiſe morality, will be no better 
than endeavours, to fly without wings, or to run with- 
out feet. ent | 

While unimpreſſed with a ſenſe of our original de- 
pravity, we ſhall probably ſit down contented with 
{ome ſuperficial reformation, and not aſpire after a re- 


newal of the heart. Civility will paſs for ſanity, and 


a temperate diſpoſition fora gracious habit. —Why is 
the new birth, why are all the ſaving operations of the 
bleſſed SPIRIT, diſregarded by - ſome, derided by 
others? Becauſe, theſe perſons are inſenſible of their 
utter inability to all good, and of their abject flavery 
to all evil. "Therefore, they '{ee no reaſon for his di- 
vine agency, or for that univerſal change. 

You alſo, my dear friend, while unacquainted with 
your natural corruption, cannot apprehend either the 
reaſonableneſs or the neceſſity of being renewed in the 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit of your min/*. But when. experience has taught 
you the former, you will want no arguments to con- 
vince you of the latter.—Can creatures, who are blind 
in their underſtandings; diſcern the things: which be- 
long to their eternal. peace ?!—Can creatures, who are 
dead in ſin, exerciſe the graces, or diſcharge the duties, 
of a Chriltian life — Can creatures, whole hearts are 
at enmity againſt GOD, either delight to do his will 
here, or be meet for his beatific prelence hereafter ? 
Under the influence of ſuch convictions, that new. 
birth, which the goſpel of CHRIST promiſes, which 
the SPIRIT of GOD produces, will appear as necei: 
fary for your ſtate, and be as welcome to your ſoul, as 
theſe gentle deaur are neceffary for the languiſhing herbs; 
and; welcome to the thirſty ſoil: 
her. The dews, though refreſhing to the flowers, 
may be too chilly for our conſtitutions. And ſee! the 
ſtar of evening, by proclaiming the approach of night, 
has given us a warning to quit our arbour.— Some 
other time we muſt reſume this inquiry. For I am by 
no means ſatisfied, that your theory agrees with expe - 
rience. nei 
Aſp. I fear, I have already kept you out too long: 
Let me juſt obſerve, as we go in That the doctrine; 
however diſagreeable in itſelf, is conducted to an ad- 
vantageous Me. It is productive of a much more 
ſubſtantial conſolation, than hiſtory aſſigns to the great, 
but exiled Marius. When he fled, with his ruined cir- 
cumſtances, to linger out the poor remains of life 
among the ruins of e what was his chief ſup» 
port? „ Contemplating,” ſays my author, “ that tas. 
+ mous city in the dull, he was the lefs afflicted with. 
his own'downfal +.” SEES: 
We have not been put off with ſuch cold comforts, 
ſuch negative benefits. © The belief of original ſin has 
a tendency To make us humble To ſhew us our nee 


415% 


* Fph: iv. 23. ; 
Þ Tnopem vitam in at ruinarum Cartbaginenſſum toletavit' : 
aginem, illa intuens Marium, alter alleri 
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of CHRIST To create in us a hunger and thirſt af. 
ter the renewing influences of his SPIRIT, and the 
juſtifying merit of his righteouſneſs. —So that it mul} 
be owing to our own perverſeneſs, or our own negli— 
gence, if we do not levy a tax upon our %%, and »//; 
even by our fall. : 


DIALOGUE. XI. 


HE ſun was fiercely bright, and the ſky with. 

out a cloud. Not a breath tanned the woods; 

not a gale curled the ſtream.— The fields, expoſed to 
all the fiery beams, were like a glowing hearth.— The 
little birds, overcome by the potent influence, loſt for 
a while their tuneful notes. Nothing was heard in the 
arden, but the drowſy hum of bees, and the moan- 


ike buzz of winged inſects. All nature ſeemed to Ja. 


guiſh. The flouriſhing meads looked ſickly; the gay- 
elt bloſſoms began to fade; the ood aig animals, if 
not repofed under ſome cooling thelter, panted for 


breath, and hung their drooping heads, amidſt the all- 


ſurrounding blaze and the unſufferable heat. 
Aſpaſio diſappeared ſince dinner. None could tell, 
whether he was gone. — | heron, as ſoon. as the tea- 


equipage was removed, took his way to the «<9. 


ing for the thickelt ſhade, he haſtened to the cen- 


ter. The avenue coufiſted of a ſerpentine walk. Which, 


after having preſented you with ſeveral ſpecies of plants, 
and ſeveral degrees of verdure, ends in a large circu - 
lar area: not covered with a Grecian or Roman tem- 
ple, unmeaning imitation ef Pagan idolatry : but ſur- 
rounded with aged and princely oaks. The coalition 
of . whoſe branches, threw over the graſſy plat i majel- 
tic rural dome; and their unpierced foliage imbrow!s 
ed the noon-tide hours. 


In the midſt, and elevated on a ſquare baſe, was 2 


ſtatue repreſenting the. venerable Elijab—in a poſture 
of worſhip—with his hands ſtretched out, and eyes 
lifted up to heaven, His attitude, his air, his every 
feature, were a moſt lively comment on thoſe ſtrong 

energelie 
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energetic expreſſions of ſcripture ; tate hold on GOD *; 
avreſtle with the ALMIGATY + ; pour out your hearts 
before HIM j.—On one fide of the pedeſtal, were en- 
graven the prieſts of Baal, in frantic emotions calling 
upon their ſenſeleſs deity, and gaſhing themſelves with 
unavailing wounds.—On the other was exhibited, in 
baſſo-relievo, the adoring Tithbite's altar; his victim 
burning with fire from the LORD, even while the wa- 
ter ran from every limb, and overflowed the trench 
below. 

A remote eaſcade tumbled from a eraggy rock. The 
very ſtream, like its maſter, ſeemed in haſte to eſcape 
from the intenſe and raging heat. With hurry and impe- 
tuoſity, it ruſhed into this grand arbour. But here, im- 
preſſed, as it were, with the unexpected /olemnity of 
the ſcene, it ſuddenly checked the tumultuous wave; 
and, having juſt ſaluted, or kiſſed the ſkirts of this 
revered ſpot, turned aſide into a more ſequeitered path. 
As ſome heedizſs trifler, who bolts nnawares into the 
royal preſence, ſtands ſtruck with reverence and awe, 
or retires with precipitance and confuſion. 

The deep gloom, ſhedding a kind of night, even 
while the ſun glared in the {ſky—Not a whitper ſtir- 
ring, among ſo many millions of leaves; and all their 
warbling natives huſhed in filence. The ſonorous 011 
of the diſtant caſcade, and the tinkling chime of the 
nearer rill The profound adoration, and fervent de- 
votion, which lived in the lineaments of the impaſſion- 
ed ſtone All theſe circumſtances rendered the place 
peculiarly penſive and auguſt. Not much unlike the 
aneient oratories g; where. holy people withdrew Row 
| | tac 


* Tai. Ixiv. 7, 
+ Coloſſ. iv. 12. Aſcy:Qonv > w Tay rrogivy, als. 
: p + Pal. Ixil. 8. 7 
F It is thought by ſome eminent critics, that, when our LORD 


eontinued all night u Tgorivxy Org, Luke vi. 12. the phraſe de- 
notes his continuance in an oruto'y; a place fet apart for prayer, 
meditation, and a devout intercourſe with GOD. 

That there were places of this kind among the Jews, is indiſpu- 
table; and that the opinion is ingenious, cannot be denied. But I 


very much doubt, whether it gives us the true meaning of the evan- 


gelilt, 
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the giddy ring, and the buſtling croud, to ennoble their 
minds, with ſublime contemplation. Where, they bid 
a temporary adieu to the tumultuous world, its gay 
impertinence, in order to maintain a more uninterrupt— 
ed communion with that mighty BEING, who e 


upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants theres 


are as graſhoppers before HIM x. 

Welcome to Theron, was the ſhady bower ; wel. 
come the cool aſpect, and the muſical flow of the wa- 
ter ; but more welcome than all, was the ſight of his 
friend. Who lay reclined at the foot of an oak; with 
a book half open in his hand, and his eye fixed upon 
the ſtatue. 

Ther. I know not, Aſpaſio, whether I muſt make 
an apology, for breaking in upon your retirement; or 
call you to an account, tor depriving the ladies of your 
company at the tea-table. 

As. Indeed, Theron, I have been ſo much delight- 
ed with the place; with the alluring companion in my 
hand; and the commanding object before me; that l 


liſt, — Having mentioned a mountain, it would hardly ſuit his con- 
eiſe manger, to be more particular with regard to the place; nci- 
ther was the circumſtance ſo important, as to deferve a ſecond men- 
tian.— I am apt to think alfo, that ſuch a place would have defcat- 
ed the deſigu of our SAVIOUR's retirement, which ſeems to have 


been privacy; and that ſuch @ title, as God's place of prayer, was 


wholly appropriated to the temple. 

I apprehend, we ſhall have a more defenſible, T am perſnaded, 
we ſhall have a more exalted ſenſe, if we ſuppoſe the claute to (igr.i- 
fy—the copiouſneſs and fervour of our LOR I's devotion—the vaſt 
importance, and the unequaled ſucceſs, of this his prolonged pray- 
er. All which is expreſſed, according to the Hebrew idiom, by the 
addition of the divine name. And, ſo expreſſed, is much more 
emphatical, than any ſuperlative degree, uſed by the Greeks or 
Romans. He continued all night in the prayer of GOD. 

* Iſai. xl. 22. What a noble image is here, and what an exqui- 
ſitely fine contraſt / GOD, the great GOD, ſitteth on thoſe lofty 
and immenſe heavens, which, at an inconceivable diſtance, ſur- 
round this penſile globe. From that moſt ſublime and magnificent 
throne, he looks down upon the inhabitants of the earth. — WO 
in all their pomp and ſplendor—amidſt all their admired works, 
and boaſted acquiſitions are mean and impotent in his light. Mean 
and impotent as the poor inſects, which wander over the parched 
heath for ſuſtenance : which ſpend all the day in idle inſignificant 
chirpings : ard, at night, take up their contemptible habitation on 
a blade of graſs. | Dy Sauk, Lan | 
a ſcarec 
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ſcarce obferved how the time ſtole away. I flatter 
myſelf, if you will take a feat by my fide, and ſhare 
my entertainment, you will be more inclined to excuſe, 
than to aggravate my fault. 

Ther. f: Tully then (for I obſerve his name on the 
volume) your alluring companion? And can ſuch a 
devoted admirer of the Bible, be ſo highly charmed 
with a heathen claſſic ?—St. Auguſtine ſomewhere de- 
clares, that, though paſſionately fond, before his con- 
verſion, of Tully's writings ; yet, after that memora- 
ble change, he could no longer reliſh thoſe once admi- 
red compoſitions ; becauſe they were not ſweetened, as 
he expreſſes himſelf, with the mell/ifuous name of JE- 
SUS, 

Aſp. T am far from pretending to ſuch an exalted 
pitch of devotion, as that ſeraphic father attained. I 
can ſpend a vacant minute on the delicate odes of Ho- 
race; I can taſte a refined entertainment in Virgil's 
beautiful poem ; and not be chagrined, thongh I find 


no mention of my SAVIOUR.—But when I hear a 


ſermon, or peruſe a religious treatiſe, which borrows 
neither dignity nor charms from that amiable and glo- 
rious name, I own myſelf extremely diſappointed. 
Without the offices, the merits, or the grace of 
CHRIST, the ſermon and the treatiſe appear as defec- 
tive, as a body that is neither adorned with the head, 
nor enlivened with the heart. 

Ther. I ſuppoſe then you cultivate an acquaintance 
with the Grecian and Roman authors, in order to im- 
prove your taſte, and poliſh your ſtyle. 

Aſp. Theſe, and, I am apt to think, more conſi- 
derable advantages, may be derived from a proper ap- 
plication to their works. They may ſerve as ſo many 
ſhades, to ſet off, with Feightened luſtre, the beauty 
and glory of the ſacred 45. — | 

tale I peruſe Plato's ornamented page, or liſten to 
Cicero's flowing periods, I am ſomewhat like the per- 
ſon, who amuſes himſelf in a gallery of painted flow- 
ers. He is pleaſed with the curious creation of the 
pencil. But, finds none of that delicious fragrance, 
none of thoſe breathing ſweets, which meet him in the 


garden, and regale his ſenſe from the blooming par- 


terre. 
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terre.—So, here are brilliant ſentiments, and a florid 
diction; delicate touches of wit, and bold ſtrokes of de- 
ſcription ; but no diſcoveries of CHRIST JESUS—ng 
diſplays of his ineffable love—no overtures of reconci. 
liation with the bleſſed GOD; nothing to yield us //:4 
comfort in our preſent ſtate, or any joyful expectations 
with regard to the approaching eternity. 

Beſides, when I converſe- with thoſe celebrated ge. 
niuſes of antiquity, who were at once the moſt erro. 
neous, and the moſt judicious—the mo? judicious, in 
their taſte of polite- literature; the mg? erroneous, in 
their apprehenſions of inviſible things ; they ſhew me, 
what they never intended, the inexpreſſible need of re- 
velation. They teach me to ſet a higher value on that 
ineſtimable gift. I bleſs the diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of 
Providence, which has caſt my lot *, not at Athens, 
but in IMMANUEL's land. I fay, with wonder and 
gratitude—** Why did not y exiſtence commence in 
<< thoſe zras of religious dotage? Why did not my he- 
“ ritage lie in thoſe regions of barbariſm and deluſion? 
« Why am not I burning incenſe to idols; paying 
« ſenſeleſs adoration to ſculptured ſtone ; or worſhip- 
« ping, with deteſtable ceremonies, a ſet of laſcivious, 
« debauched, and ſcandalous + deities ?”—Surely, The- 
ron, from every peruſal of. thoſe volumes, attended 
with ſuch a reflection, we ſhall ſee the utmoſt reaſon to 
magnify the tender mercies of our GOD, whereby the 
dayz-ſpring from on high hath viſited us , and brought us 


* Alluding to the ſtory of the pl iloſopher, who uſed to bleſs the 
gods for three privileges. — That he was made, not a brvte, but a 
ralional creature.——T' at he was born, not in barberous climes, but 
in Greece. That he lived, not in the more wncultivated ages, but 
in the time and uuder the tuition of Socrates. | 

+ This, I think, gives us the moſt deplrrable and horrid idea of 
the blindneſs of our fallen nature. The heathens, even amidſt all the 
politeneſs of their taſte, and notwithſtanding their ſuperior advance- 
ment in the fine arts, were haters of the true GOD, and robbed 
bim of his honour : nay, what is unſpeakably worſe, they paid it 
to monſters—monſters of lewdneſs and treachery, and vice and im- 
morality. Egregious, ſottiſh, almoſt incredible fupidity ! To wor- 
ſip thoſe beings, which deſerved univerſal abhorrence! To deify 
thoſe characters, which could never be ſufficiently deteſted / 


And devils to adore for deities ! 
j Luke 34 78. Y 


out 
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out of darkneſs into the marvellous ght of the goſpel. 

Permit me to mention another benefit, which may 
reſult from an occaſional correſpondence with theſe 
maſterly writers. The ſtreams may lead us to the in- 
exhauſtible fountain; lead us to admire the only wiſe 
GOD our SAVIOUR, who has given ſuch a ſhining 
vein of ingenuity to his rational creatures. As I read 
their works, and am charmed with their 'beauties, [ 
would frequently reflect“ If the eſſays of a finite 
« mind, and the compoſitions of a mortal pen, yield 
« ſuch high ſatisfattion ; what rapturous, what un- 
« known. delight muſt ariſe, from an uninterrupted 
«© communion with infinite Wiſdom ? To ſtand—not at 
« the feet of Homer, and attend the flights of his ele- 
ti yated imagination—not-1n the preſence-of Salomon, 
« and hear the dictates of his ſagacious ſoul*—but, to 
« ſtand in the courts of the LORD, and before tae 
& throne of the LAMB ! There to contemplate, with- 
out any interpoling veil, the counſels. of his unerring 


4 proyidence ; to have the myſteries of his redeeming 


« love, laid fully open to our view; and receive the 
< brighteſt manifeſlations of all his amiable, his ado- 
« rable, his unſpeakable attributes!“ | 

Ther. "Theſe are advantages, truly defirable, and 
equally obvious. Methinks, it ſarpriſes me, that I ſhould 
never ſo much as propoſe them; and grieve: me, that 
I ſhould ſo long be deprived of them. A view to ſuch 
very ſuperior improvements will, I hope, render my 
ſuture intercourſe with thoſe favourite authors ſtill 
more-agreeable, and abundantly more beneficial. 

But let me aſk, what paſlage was engaging your at- 


tention this afternoon? ; 


Aſp. The great orator”s treatiſe concerning the a- 
ture of the divine BEING + ; that part eſpecially, which 
proves his exiſtence and perfettions from the formation 


of the human budy. 


Ther. Don't you. perceive, that the orator js almoſt 
as deficient in the knowledge of bis ſubjeQ, as he is 


- * Heppy, fays the Queen of Sheba to Solomon, are thy men, and 


tappy are theſe thy fervants, which ſtand continually before thee, and 
hear thy wiſdom. 1 Chron. ix. 7. 


ft De natura Decrum. 
Vol. I. M m miſtaken 
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miſtaken in his ideas of the ſupreme CAUSE ?—The 


exquiſite contrivance and inunitable workmanſhip of 
the human frame,. were, in thoſe early ages, but dim- 
ly diſcerned. It was the iz/ancy of anatomy; when the 
very profeſſors had ſcarcely the qualifications of a mo- 
dern pupil. Many of the received notions were child- 
ih; almoſt all of them fuperticial. 

Aſp. Will my Theron then entertain me with a more 
accurate deſcription of this wonderful ſtructure? 

Ther. How could you take occaſion, Aſpaſio, from 
the hint J dropped, to conceive any ſuch expectation ? 
It is one thing to diſcover, another to correct, what is 
amiſs. Many ſpectators can point out an accidental de- 
fect in ſome celebrated ſtatue, or a ſmall indelicacy in 
ſome valuable piece of painting; who are abſolutely in- 
capable of retonching the one, or ſupplying the other. 
Remember the cobler and Apelles “. | 

Ap. I remember the ſtory, but without relinquiſhing 
my requeſt. No; ſince we are fallen upon this point, 
F cannot, I had almoſt ſaid, 1 will not diſmiſs it, till I. 
am favoured with your explanations and remarks :— 
Eſpecially, as ybu have made this branch of ſcience a 


As ſome perſons will be at a loſs to underſtand the meaning of 
this bint, a word oritwo, by way of explanation, may, to them at 
leaſt, not he impertinent. 

Apelles was the moſt maſterly painter in Greece, perhaps in the 
world. After he had finiſhed any noble work, he uſed to expoſc it, 
in ſome place of concourſe, for general examination; himſelt ſtand- 
ing behind a curtain, and liſtening to the remarks, which the ſpec- 
tators made. When one of his fineſt pieces was, in this manner, 
exhibited to public view, multitudes flocked to the curious ſpecta- 
cle. Among others came a cler; who, taking particular notice 
of the foot, cried out, Here Apelles has blundered. The (trap 
is too Lig for the thee.” —“ Truly, friend, thou art right,” re- 
plied the artiſt. There is a diſproportion; and it (hall be correct- 
ed. - The poor mechanic, trasſported with the honour paid to 
his judgment, mult rceds deliver his opinion upon other parts cf the 
picture, -** Hold,” ſays Apelles, with a ſcornful ineer; “ Ne /u- 
« torultrs crepidam. That is, Cobler, keep to thy laſt. Here, 
©. thou art a eritie; cl{cwhere, an idiot,” R 

The ſarcaſm paſſed into a proverb, and is very juſtly applicd, 
he puman reafon would brow- beat divine revelation—when the 
mor ſenſe would ſupplant the grace of CHRIST —when the righ- 
teouſneſs of works would, in the important article of juſtification, 
ſhare with, or ſet akde /e rig hreouſugſs which is by faiih, 


part 
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part of your amuſement; and not without the advan- 
tage of anatomical diſſections. Whereas, I have very 
ſeldom applied my thoughts to the former, and never 
had an opportunity of being preſent at the latter. 

Let me alſo obſerve, that our very ſituation favours, 
or rather ſuggeſts ſuch a topic of converſation. This 
deep embowering ſhade has drawa a curtain between 
us and the world. All the fine proſpects of the country 
are excluded. We have ſcarce any thing left, but 2ur- 


fſelvet, to conteraplate. And ſhall this be the only theme 


we neglect?  , 

Ther. It is ſomewhat prepoſterous, I mult confeſs, to 
pry into the receſſes of libraries; to ranſack the cabi- 
nets of the virtugſi; and carry our ſearch through the 
whole compaſs of external nature; yet overlook the far 
more ſurpriſing curioſities, which abound in the com- 


poſition of our own bodies; the rarities, the myſteries, 


the miracles, inlaid or locked up in theſe cabinets of 
fleih and blood. | 

Since you inſiſt upon it, my obſervations, crude and 
extemporaneous as they are, ſhall ſubmit thernſelves to 


your judgment; provided you will be content to receive 


only a few of the outlines, and nothing like a finiſhed 


draught. 


Aſp. Let me juſt hint, that the more circumſlantial 
your account is, ſo much the more welcome will it be 
to your friend, and ſo much the more honourable to 
our common CREATOR. Let me alſo remind you of 
Galen's declaration; which, as it is judicious and im- 
portant, will, [ hope, induce you to enlarge your plan, 
and give full ſcope to your imagination.—“ Thoſe trea- 
e tiſes, which diſplay the tranſcendent excellencies of 
e the great CREATOR, compoie one of the nobleit 
* and moſt acreptable hymns. To acquaint ourſelves 
* with his ſublime perfections, and point out to others 
* his infinite power, his unerring wiſdom, his bound 


« leſs benignity ; this is, according to my opinion, a 
more ſubſtartial' act of devotion, than to ſlay heca - 


© tombs of victims at his altar, or kindle mountains of 


.* ſpices into incenſe *.” Theron, after pauſing a few 


minutes, thus reſumed the diſcourſe, 


Gal. de Uſu Part. lib. 3. | ; 
M m 2 Ther. 


* 


and then their place is known no more. 
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Ther. When ſome maſter - builder undertakes to erect 
a magnificent edifiee, he begins with the lefs decorated, 
but more ſubſtantial parts; thoſe which are to /uppcrt, 
or thoſe which are to contain the reſt. This order, if 
you pleaſe, we will follow, in conſidering “ the carth- 
« ly houſe of our tabernacle *.”” > 

Firſt, you have a ſyſtem of borer; eaſt into a variety 
of moulds ; enlarged or contracted into a variety of 
frzes. All frrong, that they may commodiouſly beur 
vp the machine; yet /igh?, that they may not encum- 
ber or clog the animal. Some continuous, and ſolid 
throughout. Some bored with an mternal cavity, to 
contain the moiſtening marrow ; and perforated with 
exceedingly fine ducts, to admit the nouriſhing veſſels. — 
Inſenſible themſelves, they are covered with a membrane + 
of exquiſite ſenſibility; which warns them of the ap- 


-proach, and ſecures them from the annoyance, of any 


injurious friction. At the ſame time, it preſerves the 
adjoining muſcular parts, from being fretted in their 
action, by the hard and rough ſubſtance of the bones. — 
Their fgures are always moſt preciſely fitted to their 


uſes. They are generally larger at the extremities, than 


in the middle, that they may be joined more firmly, 
and not ſo eaſily diſlocated. —The manner of. their a; 
ticulation is truly admirable ꝓ, and remarkably various; 
yet never varied, without demonſtrating fome wiſe de- 
iign, and anſwering ſome valuable end. Frequent], 
when two are united, the one is nicely rounded, and 
capped with a ſmooth ſubſtance ; the other is ſcooped 


into a hollew cf the ſame dimenſions, to receive the po- 


— 


2 Cer. v. x, St. Paul very pertinen ly compares the bodily 
ſtructure to @ hiufe; and adds, in that fbrain of g dly edify ing, 
whi.h runs through all | is writings, our earthly and /ent-Fhe habita- 
tion, ci dun T8 (xnves;; referring to its mean or ginal, as it 
was formed out of the duſt, and to its ſfort continzance, as it mult 


| ſoon return to dufi again; being, though commodious as a houſe, yet 
tranſitory as a tent; not like the everlaſting mountains, which ſtand 


fixed and rooted to the centre, but like thoſe portable tenements, 
winch are ſet up in the evening, are taken down in N 
The werd both would 


give a more clear and exact idea, to the Engliſh reader, than 7atcr- 
cle. p . 


+ The Perioferm, 1 Mirabiles commiſſuras habert. - f. 4 
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liſhed knob ; and both are lubricated with an unctuous 
fluid, to yield the readieſt rotation in the ſocket. 

The get compoſe the firmeit and neateſt pedeſtal ; 
infinitely beyond all that ſtatuary or architecture can 
accomplith ; capable of altering its form, and extend- 
ing its ſize, as different circumitances require. Beſides 
performing the office of a pedeſtal, they contain a ſet 
of the niceſt ſprings ; which place the body in a variety 
of gracetul attitudes, and quality it tor a multiplicity of 
advantageous motions : for the decent ſtep, and the 
ſtately ſtride ; the dance which ſwims, and the race we 
run.— The undermoſt part of the heel, and the extfe- 
mity of the ſole, are ſhod with a tough, inſenſible, ſi- 
newy ſubſtance. This we may call a kind of natural 


ſandal. It never wears out; never wants repair; and 


always prevents that undue compreſſion of the veilels, 
which the weight of the body, in walking or ſtanding, 
might — occaſion.— The eg; and thighs are like 
ſubſtantial and ſtately columns ; articulated in ſuch a 
manner, that they adminiſter moſt commodiouſly to the 
act of walking, yet obſtruct not the eaſy poſture of ſit- 
ting. The legs ſwell out, towards the top, with a 
genteel projection, and are wrought off, towards the 
bottom, with neat diminutions: Which variation leſ- 
ſens their bulk, at the ſame time that it increaſes their 
beauty. N 

The ribs, turned into a regular arch, are gently 
moveable, for the act of reſpiration; They form a ſe- 


f Styled therefore by the ſacred philoſopher, the ſtreng men, 
Ecelef. xii. 3. and compared, by the ſame beautiful writer, to p:/- 
lars of marble, Cant. v. 1s. As ticſe are the ſtrongeſt parts of 
the body, and the ſupport of all the other, hence, I preſume, aroſe 
that proverbial expreſſion, which occurs in the hiſtory of Samſon, 
p Judg. xv. 8. Rendered by the Septuagint, not very ex- 
actly, nr £374 pogo? ; by our Engliſh tranſlitors, rather too vul- 
garly, as well as ſomewhat inaccurately, hip and thigh. I believe, 
the word pw ſignifies here, as it cer ainly ſigni fes in many other 
places, what the Latins call armus; and that the image is taken 
from ſome robuſt and fierce animal, whoſe ſpoulders before, and 
whoſe highs behind, are broken in pieces. Then, what miſchief can 
he do? What reſiſtance can he make? He is utterly diſabled. So 
that the expreſſion ſeems to denote (and might perhaps, without 
violence to the original, be tranſlated) 4 total everthrow, 

* 
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cure lodgment for the lungs and the heart; which, 
being ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and important or- 
gans of life, have their reſidence fortified by this ſtrong 
temicircular rampart . The backbone. is intended, nut 
only to ſtrengthen the body, and ſuſtain its molt capa- 
cious ſtore- rooms, but alſo to bring down that commu- 
nication of the brain, which is uſually termed. the fi. 
nal marrow. As an open channel it conveys, as 4 
well-clofed caſe it guards, this vital filver ; and, by 
ſeveral commodious outlets, tranſmits the animating 
treaſure into all the inferior parts. Was it only large, 
ſtrait, and hollow, it might have ſerved theſe ſeveral 
purpoſes. But then the loins mult have been inflexible, 
and every man impaled (not by the executioner, but by 
nature) on a ſtake, coeval with his exiſtence: to avoid 
which, it conſiſts of very ſhort bones, cloſely knit to- 
2 by intervening cartilages. This peculiarity of 

ructure prevents diſlocation, and gives the main pillar 
of our frame the pliancy of an ger, even while it retains 
the firmneſs of an aal. — By this means, it is a kind of 
continued joint; capable of various inflections, without 
bruiſing the ſoft medullary ſubſtance, which fills its ca- 
vity z without intercepting the nervous fluid, which is 
to be detached from this grand reſervoir ; or diminiſh— 
ing that ſtrength, which is neceſſary to ſupport all the 
upper ſtories. -A formation, ſo very peculiar, in any 
other of the ſolids, muſt have been attended with great 
inconvenieneies. Here, it is unſpeakably ſerviceable ; 
is, both for workmanſhip and ſituation, a maſter-picce 
of creating ſkill, never enough to be admired. 

The arms, pendent on either fide, are exactly pro- 
portioned to each other, that the equilibrium of the 
ſtructure may not be diſconcerted. "Theſe, being the 
guards which defend , and the miniſters which ſerve 
the whole body, are fitted for the moſt dive ed and 


* Thou haſt fenced me, ſecured my inward and vita! parts, with 
bores and finews, Job. x. 11.—Crates peforis, is Virgil's expreſſion, 

1 Ti is is ſappoffd to be the part, which Solomon deſcribes by 
the filver cord; and is indeed like a cord, on account of its ſhape; 
like filver, on account ef its colour. Ecclef. xii. 6. 

+ Called, in Solomon's figurative but elegant ſketch of anatomy, 
the keepers of the bou'e, Fecleſ xii. 3. 
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extenſive operations: firm with bone, yet not weighty 
with flefh ;- and capable of performing, with ſingular 
expedition and eaſe, all manner of uſeful motions. 
They bend inwards, and turn outwards ; they riſe up- 
wards, and ſtoop downwards; they wheel about, and 
throw themſelves into whatever direction we pleaſe. — 


To theſe are annexed the hands, and all terminated by 
the fngers ; which are not, like the arms, of the ſame 


length, and of an equal bigneſs ; but in both reſpects 
different: which gives them a more gracetul appear- 
ance, and a much greater degree of uſefulneſs. Were 
they all fleſh, they would be comparatively impotent: 
were they one entire bone, they would be utterly inflex- 
ible but, conſiſting of various little bones, and a mul- 
titude of muſcles, what ſhape can they not aſſume? 
What ſervice can they not perform ?—Being placed at 
the end of the arm, the ſphere of their action is ex- 
ceedingly enlarged. This advantageous ſituation reali- 
zes the fable of Briareus, and renders a pair of hands 
as ſerviceable as an hundred. The extremities of the 
fingers are an aſſemblage of tendonous fibres, moſt 
acutely ſenſible * ; which, notwithſtanding the delicacy 
of their texture, are deſtined to almoſt inceſſant em- 
ploy, and frequently exerciſed among rugged objects. 
For this reaſon, they are overlaid with the ait, a ſort 
of horny expanſion ; which, like a ferule, hinders the 
fleſh from being ungracefully flattened, and, like a 
ſheath +, preſerves the tender parts from injurious im- 
preſſions. 

In the miniſtry of the hands, and activity of the fin- 


gers, we poſleſs a caſe of the fne/t inſtruments, or a 


collection of the noble/? uter/ils ; qualifying us for the 


go very acute is the ſenſibility of theſe parts, that, J am in- 
formed, it furniihes the tribunal of Ingaiſition with one of the moſt 
refined expedients in the art of torture, A ſtrong quill, ſharpened 


by the pen-knife, and dipped in ſome inflammable liquor, is thruſt 


deep between the nail and the finger. When the quill has cnt its 
way through the ſhivering nerves, and ſtands planted, like a dagger, 


amidſt the guſhing blood, ſome barbarous hand ſets fire to the ex- 
tremity. The keen point, the ſlow flame, and both in the ſeat of 


the moſt lively ſenſation, put the miſerable ſufferer to the moſt ex · 


. Euciating pain, 


+ Digitis munimina. 
execution 
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execution of every work, which the projecting genius 
can deviſe, or the lavith fancy crave.— To theſe we are 
obliged for the beautiful ſtatues, which have often en- 
tertained our eyes, in yonder ſolitary walks; and even 
for that melodious trumpet, which now addreſſes our 
ears from the ſummer-houſe on the fiſh- pond.— Theſe 
raiſe the lofty column, and turn the ſpacious arch, 
Theſe ſwell the majeſtic dome, and adjuſt the comm. 
dious apartment. Architecture, with all her ſtriking 
beauties, and all her rich benefits, are the creation of 
the human hand.—Yielding to the ſtrength of the 
hand, the talleſt firs fall to the ground, and the large 
| -oaks deſcend from the mountains. Faſhioned by the 

dexterity of the hand, they accommodate the ſailor with 
a flaating warehouſe, and circulate, from Britain to Ja- 
pan, the productions of nature, and the improvements 
of art.—Obedient to the human hand, metals aſcend 
from their ſubterraneous beds, and compoſe the moit 
ſubſtantial parts of that curious machine F, which tranſ- 
mits far and near, to the monarch's palace, and to the 
peaſant's hut, ſuch treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, 
as the gold and cryſtal cannot equal *. 

Among the Egyptians, the hand was the ſymbol of 
ſtrength; among the Romans, it was an emblem of fi- 
delity ; and, I think, it may, among all nations, be 
looked upon as the enſign of authority. It 1s the origi- 
nal and the univerſal ſceptre ; that which not only re- 
-preſents, but aſcertains our dominion, over all the ele- 
ments, and over every creature. Though Providence 
has not given us the ſtrength of the horſe, the ſwittneis 
of the greyhound , or the ſagacious ſcent of the 1 
| 1% | mel; 


+ The printing-preſs. Job. xxviii. 17. 

{I once heard a gentleman, famous for his philoſophical abilities, 
cenſure the formation of the hnman body, becauſe it is not ſo com- 
modiouſly fitted for ſwiftneſs, as the bodies of ſome other animals. 
But I think this objector's ſagacity, notwithſtanding his great repu- 
tation, was no more to be admired than his modeſty. 

His modeſty, it is certain, was none of the moſt eminent; becauſe 
it preſumed to diſpute the propriety, or rather to deny the truth of 
that grand encomium, which OMN1sCrENCE itſelf pronounced 
on the works of creation, Beho/d ! they are good; all good; all very 


good.—Neither was his ſagacit, de moſt extraordinary; . 
| 0 
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niel ; yet, directed by the underſtanding, and enabled 


by the hand, we can ſubject them to our will, turn 


them to our advantage, and in this ſenſe make them 
all our own.— Theſe hands, (ſurpriſing to relate!) theſe 
jt | ſhort 


found fault with a magnificent monarch, for not breeding up the 
young prince to the buſineſs of a ruaning-footman, Shall the royal 
heir be ſet to perform this drudgery of the heels? Shall he not ra- 
ther command and enjoy the performance of it from his vaſfals ? 
This objection is no leſs /tale, than ſour, It was made in St; 
Chryfoſtom's time, and is very judiciouſy anſwered by his pen. 
The learned reader, I hope, will not be diſpleaſed to peruſe the 


paſſage in the orginal; and the unlearned, I promiſe myſelf, will 


allow me the honour of being bis interpreter, 

Ti role % BurrAivg r aofwy $51) 6 berg, x pwun. 
u24 0Zu)n)s xa4 TAX FOAAG TW) C ci TmASOVEK|t 5 X24 æ g 
raxulige πτ = algwrs, xo TA ixaliggey Burg, a Aeg 
alles, X48 19ugoltpov Mewr,—T 1-8) u Hr ut) Te» rde; Os 
#24 leu ke tous Ts Os Thy (be, xa m1 Tire), 
v npeas iliuenes Taxt1iger per mr» avbewns, arr us; wen- 
pins Te, O emi]n945)5gov Y. i ITO Ke ee av 
anc!) av otvidle; xx ahauurdl © u. lc Tizxoriy; Jon eeilcs- 
Tns nusg%5 gains erlewnros d vregtug ug rug we Tindogns 
re, 24 M νν Turnoilas 5adisg N wit omg neva 
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If man is, as your religious f: Iks pretend, lord of the irratio- 
* pal creation, how comes it to paſs, that many animals exceed 
him in vigour, in ſpeed, ad other bodily endowments ? The 
« horſe is ſwifter, and the ox more robuſt; the eagle ſoars to great- 
er heights, and the lion poſſeſſes ſoperior ſtrength. —How ſhall 
vue reply to ſuch cavils? We will mere than confute them. They 
* ſhall ſerve as an argument, to prove the unſearchable wiſd em ef 
„ the CREATOR, and as a topic, to diſplay the honourable re- 
gard which he hath ſhewn to man ind. We allow, that the horfe 
is ſwifter than his maſter. Yet, with all his ſwiſtneſs, he is n 
* able to take ſuch long journies, or to perform them ſo expedi- 
„ tiouſly. A horſe, be he the fleeteſt and (trngeft of the kind, will 
„ hardly hold out, to go fouricore miles in a day. Whereas man, 
by tiking ſeveral changes of horſes for his ſaddle, or ſeveral fets 
* of horſes f.r his chaiſe, will travel, in the ſame time, à greater 
„ nunber of miles. Therefore, what the vig-rous ſinew and te 
„ nimble foot are to the borſe; that, and abundantly more, the 
** contriving head and the executing hand are to man.” 

Let me add the eloquent preacher's expoſtulation ; which is per- 
tinent and ſpirited ; and not the worſe, for a ſpice of wholeſome in- 
vettive, mingled with a ſpark of decent indignation ; Ora wv 9 

Rewelng, 
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Sort hands have found out a way, whereby they can 
dive to the bottom of the ocean; can penetrate the 


bowels of the earth; and reach from ſhore to lhore., 


Theſe feeble hands can manage the wings of the wind; 
can arm themſelves with the rage of the fire; and preſs 
into their ſervice the forcible impetuoſity of the waters, 
How eminent is the dignity! How extenſive the agency 
of the hand! It would require more eloquence than 
your orator poſſeſſed, to diſplay the former; and more 
pages than your book contains, to deſcribe the latter.— 
How greatly then are we indebted to our indulgent 
CREATOR, tor accommodating us with this moſt 
uſeful, this moit diſtinguiſhing, this invaluable mem- 
ber ! | 

Above all is the head; a majeſtic dome, elevated on 
the neck, and deſigned for the reſidence of the brain. 
It is framed in exact conformity to this important pur- 
poſe ; ample, to receive; ſtrong, to uphold; and firm, 
to defend, what is the origin of all our ſenie and all 
our motion.—As the head reſembles the general's tent 
in an army, or the monarch's palace in a city; it has 
a communication eſtabliſhed wich all, even the molt in- 
terior and remote parts of the ſyitem. It has outlets 
and avenues, for the ready diipatch of couriers to al 
quarters; and for the reception of ſpeedy intelligence, 
on every intereſting occaſion. It is furniſhed with lodg- 
ments wherein to poſt centinels of various characters, 
and appointed for various offices. To expedite their 
operations, whether they are employed in reconnoitring 
what paſſes without, or examining what claims admittance 


Nerolng, © amo Tu ten 03105 fig To Eva Tapz[nſwy, xadax 1a - 
Yu x Ta Tnuteſnuadles gm, Tis avs rc, KAY 4% E 
fxVitg 1 FEFAne2 EVO, bieprus To ou Kcur αννν 3 , 766; 
v0 Ts Os enbriorw. Since theu the CREATOR himſcli has 
% pronounced all his works to be conſummately good, who ſhell 
dare to controvert his judgment, or detract from their excellen- 
« cy ? This were an exceſs of arrogance, little ſhort of madnets !” 

Galen, if I remember right, allowed Epicurus an hundred years, 
to find out a more commodious ſhape, ſituation, or texture, for any 
one part of the human body. And I believe, if all the angels in 
heaven had ſtudied to this day, they conld not have given a fairer cc 
more correct edition of this living volume, 


evithin; 
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avithin ;-the whole turns upon a curious pivot, molt 
nicely contrived, to afford the largeſt and freeſt cir” 
cumvolutions. | 
This ſtately capital, is ſcreened from heat; defended 
from cold; and very much beautified by a copious 
rowth of hair. Which flows down from the parted 
forelock in decent curls; and hangs, mantling on the 
cheeks, cluſtering on the thoulders.—A decoration *, 
incomparably more delicate, than any or all the orders 
of architecture know how to compoſe; and fo per- 
ſectly light, that it no way incumbers, nor any way in- 
commodes the wearer, 

- While many animals creep on the ground : while 
all of them are prone in their poſture, or their aſpect: 
the attitude of man is ered f. Which is by far the moit 
graceful, has an air of dignity, and beſpeaks ſuperiori- 
ty, and is ſuited to the poſt of command. It is by far 
the moſt commedious ; enables us to ſurvey the univerſe, 
and contemplate the heavens ; fits us for the proſecu- 
tion of every grand ſcheme, and facilitates the ſucceſs 
of all our extenſive deſigns.— It is likewiſe attended 
with the greateſt /a/2ty ; being, if not leſs than any other 
poſition expoſed to dangers, yet more happily contrived 
to repel or avoid them. 

Aſp. May it not likewiſe remind us of our exalted 
original, and our ſublime end? Our original, which 


* Abſalom's hair was reckoned a diſtinguiſhing part of his beau · 
ty, 2 Sam. xiv. 26, — The amiablenets of the church, in the exem- 
plary converſation of true believers, is diſplayed by the ſame orna- 
ment. Thy Lair is as a flick of goats, that are ſeen afar off, and ap- 
pear in a pendent attitude from the ſummit of Mont Gilead; moſt 
agreeably adorning the place, and detaining the ſpectator's eye. 
Cant. iv. 1. I preſer the expolition cf Arias Montanus, . gue 
pendent, que prominent. As it takes in a circumſtance, which cur- 
reſponds with the pen/i/e poſition of the hair; renders the compa- 
riſon more full and exat; and is, according to the obſervatior of a 
moſt accurate judge, one of the chief remartables in ſuch a profpett : 


Non ego vos poſthac, vir projeftus in antro, 
Dumosa pendere procul de rupe videbo. VI RS. 


| f Two of far nobler ſhape, ereft and tall, 
Godli te ereft ! M ub native bonour clad, 
I naked majefty, feem'd lords of all. M1LTON. 
was 


420 DHERON wv ASTASIO. Dial. 13 
ns tlie breath of the ALM{GHTY;.am the ſpirit at 


he MOS F Hill. Our erna, which is not the ſoil we 
gat of1i570p:anplotriits d productions, but the heaven 
-ofidgettromy; and che nN that are abppe.” 


d But ot te disert foom our ſubject; which, in my | 


friend manner uf handling it, is as cntettaining as it 
om frudtige: Ihe bones, {to curry on your own. al. 
— — ther#aftery,itheitedr; the bell of the 
»edifieed? Mou have raiſed the walls, and laid the 
— have made the proper diviſions, and left 
ther nghονq apertures. But, in every: finiſned houtc, 
the oi is covered, and the rooms are wainfcoted. The 
lalheb are hung, — upon their hinges. 
Lhe: grates are: fixed; und ſtu ins gaſdend. Within, 
tho lodgings att ſurniſhed avi bout, (thesfront! is orn. 
miented. All is rendered caommotlious for domeſtic uſc, 
And graceful to the external view. ieee 
Ther. This likewiſe is executed by the ſoxvereign, the 
divine ARTIFICER“ * e ſigumenti à tough 
and ſtrong arrangement of fibres, to unite the ſeveral 
Aümbs, and render, what j: utherwiſe bein idisjoint- 
adtun wied jumble, a well · conipncted anddeliznianige- 
ſyſten A Membi ame g ———— 
pointed to enwrap the fleſhy parts to form a con- 
en between ſame,: and make ſepuration between 
others T. L 10 iy 364 $i 4 ab bl „nie * | 
'1.,Artetier,/the-rivers of our linleworldaorthe aque- 
_  du&s oi the organized metropolis; Some of nuhic h aſ- 
end ta the head ; others ſprea d themſclves gyer the 
Jhoulders; ſyme extend to the arxus; ſome i fle ſoenꝗ to tl 
ſeata and ſtriling out. as they go inte numperſeſv Imaller 
cankle, V iſit the ſtreets, t he alleys and evt ,“t⅛ dau 
apartment of the vital city. Theſe, being wide at their 
origin, andleſning us. they brauch themſelves, check 
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the rapid impetus of the blood. To ſuſtain this ſhock, 
they are endued with uncommon ſtrength : by perform- 
ing this ſervice, they oblige the crimſon current to pals 
into the narroweſt d-files, and diſtribute itſelf into all quar- 
' ters,— The blood, thrown from the heart, dilates the 
arteries, and their own elaſtic force contracts them. 
By which means — 2 — 1 _ very 

ivably againſt t er; brin vices of the ut - 
—— to the — — very much aſſiſt 
him, both in diſcovering the nature of diſeaſes, and 
preſcribing for their reſpective cures.— The larger ar- 
teries, here - ever the body is formed for incurvation, 
are ſituated on the bending ſide; leſt, being ſtretched to 
an improper length by So inflexion, their dimenſions 
ſhould be leſſened, and the circulating fluid retarded, — 
They are not, like ſeveral- of the conſiderable veins, 


laid ſo near the furface, as to be protruſive of the ſkin, 


but are depoſited to a proper depth in the fleſh. And, 
generally ſpeaking, the larger their ſize, the deeper is 
their fituation. Which renders them more ſecure from 
external accidents, and enables them, like a main pipe 
lodged in the centre of a ſtreet, to tranſmit their ſmal- 
ler ducts, more eaſily and more ſpeedily, to the extre- 
mity of their ſeveral ſpheres. This ſituation conceals 
likewiſe thoſe ſtarts and reſilitions of the pulſe, which, 
if apparent, would diſcompole the moſt ſedate, and diſ- 
figure the moſt comely countenance.—Could we caſt 
our eye upon the river, which runs through the neigh- 
bouring meadow, we might obſerve ſeveral mills inter- 
ſecting the ſtream. The waters at thoſe places, if not 
entirely topped, drain away very ſlowly. In conſe- 
quence of this obſtruction, the lower channels would be 
ſunk dry, and the upper ones ſwelled into a flood. To 
obviate both theſe inconveniencies, /ow-/hots are pro- 
vided ; which, carrying off the ſurcharge, prevent a 
glut above, and ſupply the banks below. In thoſe parts 
of the body, which are moſt liable to preſſure, much 
the ſame expedient takes place. The arteries inoculate ; 
or, breaking into a new track, they fetch a little circuit, 
in order to return and communicate again pith the 
main road. So that, if any obſtacle blocks up or ſtraitens 
the direct paſſage, the current, by diverting to this new 
Vor. I. Nn channel, 


— — 


1 — 2A = 3 — —— — 
r ˙˙— oe a 


—& 


| 


7 
U 


* 
— — FR — — 


422 THERON axv ASPASTO. Dial. 12, 


channel, eludes the impediment z maintains an uninter- 
rupted-flow, and ſoon regains its wonted courſe. 

Veins are appointed to receive the blood from the ar- 
teries, and reconvey it to the heart. —Small at their 
riſe, and enlarging as they advance, they are void of 
any pulſation. In 'theſe, the preſſure of the circulating 
fimd, is not near ſo forcible as in the arterial tubes: for 
which reaſon, their texture is conſiderably lighter. 
Such an exact economiſt is nature, even amidſt all her /;- 
berality * In many of theſe canals, the current, though 
widened continually, and acquiring a proportionable 
increaſe of gravity, is obliged to puſh its way againſt 
the perpendicular. By which circumſtance, it is ex- 
poſed to the hazard of falling back, and overloading 
the veſſels; if not of ſuppreſſing the animal motion. For 
a ſecurity againſt this danger, valves are interpoſed at 
proper diſtances; which are no hindrance to the regu- 
lar paſſage, but prevent the reflux; ſuſtain the aug- 
mented weight, and facilitate a progreſs to the grand 
receptacle, This auxiliary contrivance comes in, where 
the blood is conſtrained to climb, but is diſmiſſed where 
the ſteep aſcent ceaſes, and ſuch a precaution would be 
needleſs. 9114387 e e | 

Here are glands, whoſe office it is to filtrate the 
paſſing fluid. Each of theſe glands is an aſſemblage of 
veſſels, complicated and intervolved, with ſeeming con- 
fuſion, but with perfect regularity. As ſome kind of 
ſieves tranſmit the daſt, and retain the corn; others 
holt out the meal, and hold back the bran; ſo, ſome 
of theſe glandulous ſtrainers draw off the fineſt, others, 
the groſſeſt parts of the blood. Some, like the diſtil- 
ler's alembic, ſablimate ; others, like the common ſew- 
ers, defecate P. Each forms à ſecretion, far more cu- 
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A parallel inſtance of frugality is obſervable in the arteries · 
Whoſe coats are ſpus thinner; — diametet of the veſſels becomes 
ſmaller, and the preſſute of the blood wedker.. 
The glandulous ſubſtance of the brain; which ſecretes the ani- 
mal ſpirits. ' /' III, V29134.4121 ( 434 1-23 G464 q 4. * 
I The liver and kidneys. The former of which ſeparatcs the 

gail. The latter drains off a fluid, which, being ſufficicotly known, 
nes not be Hamed. Lcould with, it had net been ſo explicitly and 
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rious than the moſt admired operations of chymiſtry; 
while all are neceſſary for the ſupport of life, or con- 
ducive to the comfort of the animal. Muſcles, wove 
in nature's niceſt loom; compoſed of the ſlendereſt fi- 
bres, yet endowed with incredible ſtrength; faſhioned at- 
ter a variety of patterns, but all in the higheſt taſte for 
elegance, convenieney, and uſefulneſs.— Theſe, with 
their fendont annexed, conſtitute the inftruments of mo- 
tion. The former, contracting their ſubſtance, operate 
like the pulley in mechanics. The latter, reſembling 
the cord, are faſtened to a bone, or tome partition ot 
fleth: and, following the muſcular contraction, actuate 
the part into which they are inſerted. This, and all 
their functions they execute, not like a ſluggiſh beaſt of 
durden, but quick as the lightning. Nerves, very mi- 
nute tubes, derived from the brain, and permeated by 
an exquiſitely ſubtle fluid; which, gliding into the 
muſcles, ſets them on work; diffuſes the power of ſen- 
lation through the body; or, returning upon any im- 
preſſion from without, gives all needtul intelligence to 
the fouk—/efcles, diſtended with an unctuous matter, 
in ſome places, compoſe a ſoft cuſhion “ for nature; in 
other places, they fill up her vacuities, and ſmooth her 
inequalities. Inwardly, they ſupple the ſeveral move- 
ments of the active machine.  Outward!y, they render 
its appearance plump, well proportioned, and graceful. 
I is ſaid of the virtuous woman; She ir not afraid of 
the ſnow far ber houfhold ; for all her houſheld are clothed 
let $5: or, as we read in the margin, with dau- 
lex ney Whether ak nere, or the ejected 
Ji yall. amoe ADL J wn 
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coarſely Wetidtied Ob our Wan of «a belt of: eke But 
that we had rendered the original in 1 Kings xiv. 10. Every male, 
in Tfai. xxxvi: 12. Eat and drink their own excrements. 
_ ©» The calf of the leg, for inſtance, whoſe large collection ot 
muſcles rink KY fat,” is of fingular' ſer vice to thoſe im- 
bortant bonbe.” It farts and fortifies them, like fromp bufhon, Tt 
ſupports and cheriſhes them, Hike a fr pi nw. Whinis. no lets 
pleaſtuy to ohitr ve, it accommodates and Abends chamsdg that very 
ſide, where they moſt frequently reſt their weight, and where they 
re leaſt capable of being guarded by the 8 201 WiN s fl; 
F Prov. xxxi. 212. 

1 $68 Gen. vi 19, 20. Where the word ow occurs in (his Gt 
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tranſlation is beſt, ' I am not a competent judge. But 
that the'ever-bountiful GOD has, in this moſt warm, 
comfortable, and ſeeure manner, clothed our vital parts, 
is an undonbted fact. One of the two garments, the 
fleſh, has already been examined. Another, the tin, 
is ſtill to be conſidered. '- This is a kind of ſurtout, ex- 
actly fitted, and fuperinduced over the whole. Like our 
LORD's veſture, it is without ſeam, from the top throug)- 
cut. It confilts of the moſt delicate net-work, who: 
methes + are minute, and whoſe threads are multi- 
plied, even to a prodigy.— The meſhes fo minute, that 
nothing paſſes them, which is diſcernible by the eye; 
though they diſcharge, every moment, myriads and 
myriads of ſuperfluons incumbrances from the body. 
The ſteam, ariſing from the warm buſineſs tranſacted 
within, is carried off by theſe real, though imperceptible 
funnels |]. This evacuation conſtitutes, what we uſu- 
ally call inſenſible penſpiration.— The threads ſo multipli- 
ed, that neither the point of the ſmalleſt needle, nor 
the incomparably nicer ſpear of a gnat, nor even the 
inviſible lancet of a flea, can pierce any fingle part, 
tification. Which my, in the place quoted above, not improper- 
ly be rendered, with pairs, or with two ſuit, - © | 
There are two coats of ſkin on the human fleſh. Though 
Theron {zems to take nutice of ong only; or elſe to compriſe them 
both iu one reprefentation. The outermoſt is ſtyled cuticula, or the 
ſearf-ſein. The innermoſt, called cutis, is the true and proper 
tkin. The firſt is that ſoft whitiſh tegument, which riſes in the puſ. 
tale of a bliſter, The other is that reddiſh and very tender part, 
which appears, when the bliſter is broke, and the dead ſkin is taken 
off. The former is totally void of ſenſe, and very happily provid- 
ed to ſcreen the latter, Screen it not ty Ken he roke of inji- 
ries, but even from the impreſſions of the air. Which, mild as it 
may feel to the ſbeathed, would be too r ugh and ſharp for the na- 


ted nerves. 
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without cauſing an uneaſy ſenſation and a. ſuffuſion of 
blood: conſequently, without wounding, even by ſo 
ſmall a puncture, both a nerve and a veinn 

Ide veins, either pervading, or lying parallel wich 


! this ſine tranſparent coat, beautify the human ſtructure; 


thoſe- parts elpeoially which! are molt 'confpicuons, und 
intended for publie view. The pliant wriſt, and the 
taper arm, they variegate with an inlay of living ſap- 
phire. They ſpread vermilion over the lips , and 

roſes in the cheeks; While the eye, tinged 
with gloſſy jet, or ſparkling with the blue of heaven, is 
fixed in an orb of poliſhed cryſtal 4. Inſomuch that 
the earthly tabernadle exhibits the niceſt proportions, 
and diſplays the richeſt graces. Such nice proportion, 


as afford the moſt correct model for ſtatuary and archi- 


tetures ſuch rich graces, as the canvais never bore, as 
painting unitates-wy vain. oo» 

Af. How juſt in itſelf, and how pertinent to our 
purpoſe, is that well-known acknowledgment of the ſa 
ered and royal anatomitt z: I am eurtoufly wrought} / 


1 4 KAX y i -» , * nn * ei .. . f | « 1 *here- 


- * A bland-vefſel at leaſt. Compared with theſe veſſels, the fine 
filmy threads, which, on ſome bright autumoal.morning, float in the 
air, or hang on the ſtubble, muſt be large as a bell rope, or bulky 
28 3 cable Suck tubes, one would think, ſhould bar at every 
breath we draw, or eden brett with their own fineneſs, Yet, they 
are the conduit - pipes, which convey rhe vital fluid from and to the 
wand are. Azad {6 admirable is their texture, that they will 
out-laſt the length of lead, or the heart of oak : theſe wearing 
away, thoſe growing ſtronger, by uſe, | 
j hips oe fb 2 thread of ſtarlet, Cant. iv. 3. Like s thread, 
2 icate ſhape; like a thread of ſcar/e!, for their glowing 
nr. Is: F 9 pou” J's eV, 14 
FD | Solomon has compared the eyes to the fiſb-prols in Heſhbon. A 
compariſon, as jult as it is noble, —Obſerve the eye in the human 
ructurę, and a fine piece of water in the rural proſpect. Each is 
a very ſmall part, yet eminently ornamental to the whole. — Each 
enliyens the ſcene. Without water, the e is dull and drea- 
I without an exe, the countenance would bg blank and bagged, — 
Ae kind of ipltre ſparkles in ane ;;trembles in the other; ra- 
4 9 * - | 1 An £ 


tes fromt both. N are a ſource of innumerable. 2 Vantages to 
their e e e N probable, thoſe filh- podls in E-th- 
bon, being artificia ly made, were exactly correſpondent jn-fize, ia 
forth, and Gitugtion, ; 1f.fo, the parallel is remarkably perfect, and 
e ſimile receives the higheft finiſhing. Sce Cant. vii. 4. 
2 | The original y — fizely wrought,” of elegantly ak. 
* n 3 c 
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There is a variety, a regularity, and an elegance, in 
* the texture of my body; in the ſormation and ar- 
& rangement of theſe bones and muſcles, theſe veins 
« and arteries ;—reſerbling,. ſhall I ſay rather, in- 


<« finitely ſurpaſſing; the moſt eoſtly and admired pieces 


«© of embroidery.” Even thoſe, which were wrought 
under the direction of inſpired wiſdom; and compoſe 
the rich ſacerdotal veſtments , or the grand and ſacred 
ornaments of the tabernacle xf... | 

It is one of the | fineſt ſimilitudes, which the whole 
cirele of pokte arts could afford. And, as uſed by the 
Hebrew poet as referring to the venerable embelliſh - 
ments of the ſanctuary, receives a peculiar dignity. Yet 
every compariſon, fetched from the performances of 
mankind, muſt neceſſarily debaſe the matchlets ſubject.— 
All the enrichments, which the needle can give, or the 
moſt /plendid filks receive, are rude, are coarſe, ar: 
mere ſack- cloth, when ſet in oppoſition to the conſum- 
mate perfection of the fleſny web. As indeed all the 
celebrated palacet, ampluthratret, temples, which ever 
adorned the moſt magnificent cities in the world, are 
but a heap of confuſion, if compared with the ſymme - 
try and beauty of the bodily fabric.—And, what is be- 
vond meaſure marvellous, all theſe wonders of mecha- 
uiſfin and decoration aroſe - not from the purer ele- 
ments — not from the more refined parts of the crea- 
rion - but from duſt, d of the ground t. How eaſily, 
Theron, can that ſtupendous ARTIFICER were our 
hearts, and transform our ſouls into his own image ! 
Wuo could raiſe ſuch delicate and majeſtic edifices; the 
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d with a necdle.— The tranſlation adopted by the liturgy is, in this 
plate, flat and inexpreſſive. The -Englh: word fefironed, has juit 
the ſame inferiority to the beautiful Hebrew phraſe ; as the badge, 
racked upon ſome poor penſtonex's coat, has to the ſtar embroider- 


os 


ed on a nobleman's breaſt, Pſal. cxxxix. 14. 
+... ; * Exod, xxvili. 39 +. Exod, xxvi. 36. 

+ The LORD GOD formed man of. the. dil of the ground, Gen. ii. 
7.” Upon this:cixcumſtance, St, Chryſoſtom very juſtly remarks ; 
To $9625; 14g U rio Furvruor panica rug TEx4ng.T0.4uT0g0) 
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ing countenance, and the graceful mien; the fide ' 
turn of ſhape, and the enchanting harmony ot features, 
could raiſe them all from eee partzales 
of the trodden foil! 
could not forbear interpoſin chis n Becauſ: 
it tends to manifeſt our CREA 'OR's glory, to encou- 
rage our hopes, and ſtrengthen our falk Otherwiſe, 
I hould be angry with myſelf for anterrupting your dit- 
courſe.— Pray, go on with your deſcription of the ani- 
mal economy. Only let me obſerve, that ſuch a courſe 
of inceſſant action, muſt exhauſt the fluids; muſt e 
the ſolids ; and, unleſs both are fapplieds, with proper 
recruits, muſt gradually me, ee ee 
deſtrey the machine. et WAOIFIRG 
Ther. For Kia menſcin, it is fanniſhed with . the or- 
and endowed withthe powers of nutrition.—Teeth, 
foremoſt, thin, and ſharp ; fitted to bite aſunder the 
food, or cut “ off ſuch por tion, as the mouth can con- 
veniently manage. I he hindermoſt, broad and ſtrong; 
indented, like Abe the ſurface of a mill- ſtone , with ſmall 
cavitigs, and jagged. with little aſperities. Which qua- 
lify them to grind in pieces, whatever is tranſmitted to 
their peration. Were the teeth, like our other bones, 
covered with the uſual membrane, the act of chæuing 
would always occaſion great uneaſineſs; and, when any 
hard ſubſtanoe is eaten, might even lacerate the tender 
tegument. Were they left without any ſort of cover- 
ing, they would ſuffer from. the inclemencies of the air, 
and be liable to the penetration of liquors. In which 
caſe, they muſt ſoon become ſoft and unfit for ſervice, 
or be corrupted, and entirely periſh. To guard againft 
theſe diſadvantages, they are curiouſly glazed, or over- 
ni with.a neat enamel, as 3 white 362 wory, and Barger 


W's, oy 
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+ Styled accordingly, mdlares.—We find neither of thiſe kinds 
in the new-bord babe. As milk is, for a eonſi derable time, its ap- 
patent food, ſeeth would be of no ęreat ſervice to the infant itſelf. 
As its to preſy.the tender nipple ſor this milky ſuſtenanee, teeth 
= be x wy and 3 to 2 r e be 
| poned the formation. of theſe un ents, | ey, be- 
come both e and beneficial. en : 


* 
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than the bone itſelf. Which renders. them an orna.- we 
OW 
Int 


ment to the mouth * ; ſeeures them from various inju- 
ries ; and exempts them from pain in the office of maſ- 


As the rims and cuſtions of a billiard - table, keep the pri 
ball from flying off, and. ſend it back into the green an 
area, for repeated eſſays of {kill ; ſo the {ips prevent the be 
food from flipping out of the mouth; and, aſſiſted by fin 
the tongue, return it to the renewed attrition of the it 1 
grinders.— While the lips, in concert with the cheeks, co 
are employed in this work, their motion compreſſes the th 
eircumjacent glands; and, from innumerable little ort- dr 
ces, a thin pellucid liquor ſ exſudes; which moiſtens the co 
attenuated food, and prepares it for more eaſy digeſti- Cl 
on. When the mouth remains inactive, theſe fountains ca 
are eloſed. But when it is exereiſed, either in ſpeaking pa 
or cating, their moiſture then being peeuliarly neceſſa- lec 
ry, they never fail to give out a ſuffeient quantity. m 
When the ſoldier charges his carbine, the cartridge ſp 
could not make its way to the bottom, without the pro- fo 
truſion of the rammer 1. Neither could the food, which m 
12 * ö JAS oh 5 | CC 
* This ornamental furniture of the month, is, in the grand ori- <P 
ental manner, deſcribed by Solomon. Thy teeth are lite a flock of m 
rp, that are enen ſborn, which come up fram the waſuing, Cant. iv. hi 
. Growing, not ſingle, like the noſe; not in pairs, like the eyes; F- 
ha in rows conſiderably numerous, Ike a flock —None riling higher 
than the other; none ſtanding unduly prominent beyond another; d, 
but all ſer as true, as if they were ranged by the compaſs ; and mak- ft 
Ang as regular an appearance, as the flocks that are even horn. — I hey * 
are Clean; alſo as the fleects which have no ſpot, and white as the th 
colour of the pnreſt}wool; like the floths juf come up from waſtirg 
C ef 17 045 ets en EDN nn 3 
r „ wer tl 
+ This, and the other ſimilitudes, it muſt be confeſſed, are 70 | 
mean for the noble oecaſion. Neither do. they, in every .circum- at 
ſtance, quadrate with the functions deſcribed. There is very little 20 
affinity between the motion of the muſcles, which. miniſter. to the act le 
of ſwallowing, and the perpendicular pro rulion of the rammer. ft 
The compariſon is introduced, only to demonſtrate the neceſſity of m 
ſome propelling force, in order to convey the aliment into the pro- | 
: receptacle. 3 1 « © 7 | 14 N 3-36 Af; * fits Fl 
When we deſcant upon a fubject of ſuch extenſive contriparce, — 


and of ſuch finiſhed perfection as the human ſtructure, it is ſtarce 
poſſible to find ſimilitudes that will correſpond in 4 particulars, — 
* : * t at 
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we receive at the mouth, deſcend, by the force of its 
own weight, through a narrow and clammy channel, 
into the ſtomach. Co effectuate, therefore, and expe- 
dite its paſſage, muſcles, both ftrait and circular, are 
provided. The former, enlarge the cavity of the throat, 
and afford a more eaſy admittance ; the latter, cloſing 
bebind the deſcending aliment, preſs it downwards, and 
finiſh the diglutition.— Before the food enters the gullet, 
it mult of neceſſity paſs over the orifice of the vind-pipe ; 
conſequently, mult be in no ſmall danger of falling upon 
the lungs. Which would, if not entirely obſtru& the 
breath, yet occaſion violent coughing *, and great in- 
convenieneies. To obviate this evil, the all-foreſeeing 
CONTRIVER has placed a moveable lid, or hung a 
cartilaginous drau-bhridge f. When any the ſmalleſt 
particle of food advances to the ſtomach, this lid is pul- 
led down and ſhut cloſe; but, the very moment the 
morſel is ſwallowed, the cover, inſtinctive as it were, 
ſprings up and leaves the paſſage open. By this two- 
fold artifice, the important paſſage is always barred and 
made ſure, againſt any noxious approaches; yet, is al- 
ways left free from the neceſſary acceſſions of air, and 
commodious for the purpoſes of reſpiration. 

When the maltſter prepares his grain for the tranſ- 
mutations of the brewhouſe, he ſuffers it to he, ſeveral 
hours, ſteeping in the ciſtern, before it is fit to be ſpread 
npon the floor, or dried on the kiln, 'The meat and 
drink likewiſe muſt remain a conſiderable time in the 
flomach, before they are of a proper conſiſtence and 


that can riſe to the dignity of the original. Tet if they tend, in any 
tolerable degree, to —— its formation, to diſplay its uſes, and 
render its wonderful economy ſomewhat more intelligible, perhaps 
they may be allowed to take place. | 
I hope, it will be remembered, that Theron ſpeaks, not as an 
adept an the ſcience, but as one whoſe higheſt pretenſions are, to 
admire the work, and adore the ARTIFICER. Which acknow- 
ledgment may entitle him to ſome candid indulgence, in cafe he 
_ ſhould offend againſt the preciſe anatomical , either of ſenti- 


ment or expreflion. 

This is what we experience, when, in eating or drinking, any 
thing goes (as is commonly and not improperly faid) the wrong 
way. , 4 | * ; - 

+ Called the epiglettis. | 
0 / temperature, 
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temperature, either for the tender coats, or the deli. 
cate operation of the bowels. For which purpoſe, 
that great receiver is made ſtrong to bear—capacious 
to hold—and fo curiouſly contrived,” as to lay a remp;. 
rary embargo upon its contents. Here, they are lodg. 
ed in the very center of warmth, and concocted hy 
the moſt kindly combination of heat and humidity. 
Here, they are ſaturated with other fermenting or di- 
lating juices ; and are kneaded, as it were, by the mo- 
tion of the ſtomach, and compreſſion of the neighbour. 
ing parts. So that every the minuteſt fragment is ſe- 
parated; the whole is reduced to a tenuity, abundant. 
ly finer than the exacteſt grinding could effect; and all 
is worked up into the ſmootheſt, moſt ncely tied pulp 
imaginable, —From hence it is diſlodged, by a gently 
acting force; and paſſes, by a gradual tranſition, into 
the cavity of the inteſtines. - 
Near the entrance, punctual as a porter in his lodge, 
waits the gall-bladder + ; ready to transfuſe its acrimo- 
nious, but ſalutary juices, on the advancing aliment. 
Which diſſalve its remaining viſcidities; ſcour the paſ- 
ſage of the inteſtines; and keep all its fine apertures 
clear.— This bag, as the ſtomach fills, is elevated by 
the diſtention, as the ſtomach empties, is propor- 
tionably depreſſed. The former poſture brings on a diſ- 
charge, the latter occaſions a ſuppreſſion, of the 6%. 
It is furniſhed alſo with a valve, of a very peculiar, 
but moſt convenient form; through which the deter- 
ſ ve liquid, cannot haſtily pour, but muſt gently oo2e.— 
Admirable conſtruction! which, without any care or 
conſciouſneſs of ours, prohibits an dee effuſion, 
yet aſcertains the necaſul fapplys : 

Sufficiently charged with ende fiaid, the 
nutritive: mais purſues its way through the i⁰ines; 
whoſe meanders, are incom parubly more curious and 
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Which is quite ame to the economy of the gullet; though 
—— not only contiguous to each other, vnd a 1 of 
e ſame tube. 

be gall- Madder is ſninated upon the lawer metyinofede: liver; 

: and to (gercto/thc hiſiaus juice, is ſuppoſed to be the principal Wor 


that RR of glands, | 
th * A ſpiral form. 
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wonderful, than the mazes of the Dzdalean labyrinth. 
They are actuated with a worm- like or undulatory mo- 
tion f; which protrudes the received aliment, and forces 
its fine milky particles into the /adeal veſſels, Theſe are 
a ſeries of the moſt delicate framers ; ranged, in count- 
leſs multitudes, all along the ſides of the winding paſ- 

2. Each fo nicely framed, as to admit the nutri- 
mental balmy- juices, and reject the groſs excrementi- 
tious dregs, —Had the inteſtines been rait, they muſt 
have been hort. Then the food might have gone 
through and eſcaped, without reſigning a ſufficient 

ntity of its nouriſhing particles. Therefore, this 
grandeſt of all the vital ducts, is artfully convolved, 
that it may be greatly extended ; that it may afford na- 
ture an opportunity, of ting more thoroughly what- 
ever paſſes, and of detaining whatever may ſerve her 
purpoſes. —Leſt ſuch lengths of entrails, ſhould be en- 
tangled among themſelves, or be cumbrous to the 
wearer, they are packed into the neateſt folds, and 
de within a narrow compaſs. They are at leaſt fix 
times longer *, than the body which contains them. 
Yet they are /odged, not crauded; in a part, not in 
the whole region, of the lower belly. And amidit 
this ſmall ſpace, have ſufficient room to execute the 
niceſt and moſt important functions. — Though the 
alimentary ſubſtance can never miſtake its way; yet 
it may, through ſome accidental impediment, attempt 
to return backward. In this caſe, a valve intervenes ; 
and renders, what would be extremely pernicious, al- 
moſt always impracticable.— As the whole proceeds 
in chis ſerpentine courſe, it is perpetually ſending off 
detachments of nutritious juices. In. conſequence of 
which, it would loſe its ſoft temperature; might be- 
come rugged, and pain the tender parts; perhaps, 
be hindered from ſliding on to its final exit. To 
prevent ſuch an obſtruction, glands are poſted in pro- 


I Styled vermicular or periſtaltic. 

According to this calculation, they muſt meaſure, in a pretty 
tall mau more than thirty-ſix fret.—The ſubſtance of the bowels, 
though thin to a delicacy, is ffrong to a wonder. The ſkin of an 
Ox-put, I am told, will endure the blows of the gold-beater's ham · 
mer, for many months, nay, for ſeyeral years. 

= - ; per 
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per frog 7, and diſcharge a lubricating fluid; which 
Aids the progreſs. of the maſs, and renews the ſecre- 
tion of the chyle. Till all that remains of the one, 
is clean drawn off; and the here ia here you 
mult.. excuſe, me; and 2 | . of farther 
particularity, your author ſhall an apology; 
Ouemadmadum autem religuiæ cibi depellantur, tum aſtrin. 
gentibus ſe intęſtinis, tum relaxantibus, haud ſane diffici- 
la didtu a. fob -dgmen pratereunden eſt, ne * habeat 
iniucunditatis oratio *. 

\ The,chy/e, drawn off by all the ſecretory acifees, i is 
carried millions of the fineſt ducts +, and lodg- 
ed in Evert commeodious . cells 1. As a traveller, by 
baiting upon the road, and taking proper refreſhment, 
is better qualified to purſue. his journey: ſo the chyle, 
diverting to thoſe little iuns, is mixed Wich a thin, di- 
luting, watery ſubſtance; which renders it more apt 
to flow, and more fit for uſe. From hence it is con- 
veyed to one common receptacle ||, and mounts through 
a perpendicular tube, When proviſion or ammunition 


Winne to an army, it generally paſſes under an 


I In the howels, which Jie neareſt the gomach, theſe glands are 
maller or fewer; becauſe, in thoſe. parts the aliment js copiouſſy 
furniſhed with moiſture. Whereas, in the Bowels Which ate more 


remote from the ſtomach, and receive the food drained of a con- 


ſiderahle quantity of its chyle, the lubricating glands: are either 
multiplied or enlarged. | A, moſt deniraNle; /provifiop }; Apparently 
diverſified, cording fo the feveral changes of R iment ; Jet ex- 
actly adapted to the exigencies of the anima 
ic de Nat. Deor.—As —.— — with a 
2 which * 7 oy yr pe] I think —*— 
imi!ate his delica W remark in 
the a Rang ſhall leave to 4 LA ng ON i that if it 
ulck prove, in any VE diſguſtful, it may have, at leaſt, the 


— merit; not — offend many readers. E,’ i vs eroxogeia 

2 arise Tug den oxilus n Se,, at ent ſci 
Ne Se rr Mie 86 CNAT. Memorad. 

1 Kine —— r which they. admit 
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a B hy ane bload, 253 is l Oy weed "the 1 l. 

. — 4 in the fyſtem, and * fitted to paſs through the f- 


"neſt capillary veſſels, without canſin obftruftiop. 
1. . The glands of the "EY | 


1 T be 1 chyli: arcſervatory, placed near the left kidney. 
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eſcort of ſome able troops. As this milky fluid is the 
immediate fapport, and principal nouriſhment of the 
* ies conveyance is guarded with ſingular 
caution!” The perpendicular tube, not having ſufficient 
ſoree of its own, is Hid contiguous to the great arte- 
y; whoſe Rrong pulſation drives on the eteeping fluid; 
enables it to overeome the ſteep aſcent, and unload. its 
precious trenſure at the very door of the heart. Here, 
it enters che trunk of a large vein, moſt conveniently 
opened for its reception. It enters in à fanting or 
oblique direction. By this method of approach, it 
avoids thwarting, and coincides with the purple ſtream; 
which, inſtead of obſtructing its admiſſion, expedite: 
its palkage; and, inſtead of being a bar to exclude it, 
becomes a vehicle to waft it. Its entrance is farther ſe- 
cared/by a valve, whoſe miniſtration is doubly ſervice- 
able Putting the aperture againſt the refſuent blood, 
in caſe it ſhould offer to obtrude itſelf; but opening a 
N fafe, and eaſy avenue, to introduce this manna of 
Nature. Vis * 
The hh, through every ſtage of its ample circuit, 
hayin er br fire ſuſtained great expences ; being laid under con- 
by, every gland in the whole fyitem ; and 
F r ied myriads of the capillary veſſels with 
maker ſar inſenſible perſpiration, mult be very much 
ed; but is moſt opportunely recruited, by 
this aeceſſion of chyle.— Vet though recruited, it is not 
refined.” In its preſent crude ſtate, it is abſolutely. un- 
qualiged to perform the vital tour, or carry on the ani- 
'mab functibns. Therefore, by a grand apparatus of 
N it is wafted into the lung:; and pours 
thouſand. rills into either lobe. — In the 
pg 705 Wongy cells of this amazing labratory, it im- 
the influences of the external air; its heteroge- 
nequs parts are thoroughly incorporated z and its whole 
ſubſtance is made cool, ſmooth, and florid. Thus im- 
a 15 exalted, it is tranſmitted to the leſt ven- 
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5 
od Indefatighdte==Xtis x a r dee — leſs amazing 

ee of the heart. The large the arm; or the muc 
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muſcle; placed in the very centre of the ſyſtem. Impelled 
by this beating engine, part ſhoots'upward; and ſweeps, 
with a boundigg impetus, into the head. There, it 
impregnates the prolific fields of the brain; and forms 
thoſe ſubtle ſpirituous dews F, which impart ſenſe to 
every nerve, and communicate motion to every limb. 
Part flows downward; rolls the reeking current through 
all the lower quarters; and diſpenſes the nutrimental 
me even to the meaneſt member, and the minuteſt 
r >: Fe he For 
Obſerve, how the ſtately Thames, and the rapid 
* Rhine, refreſh the foreſts and the groves ; water the 
towns which croud their banks, and make the mex- 
dows they interſect, laugh and fing. 80, only with 
an incomparably richer fluid, and with infinitely more 
numerous ſtreams, this human river laves the ſeveral 
regions of the body. 8 vigour, and pro- 
pagating health, through the whole. 

But, how ſhall a ſtream, divided into myriads of 
channels, and pervading innumerable tracts, how ſhall 
rhis be brought buck again to its ſource ? Should any 
portion, Hke your /ate-waters after a land- flood, devi- 
ate from their courſe, or be unable to return—Putre- 


rey, will exhauſt their ſtrength. But the moſcle, which canſſi. 
tutes the heart, works through Whole weeks, whole months, whole 
vears, and never becomes weary. Is equally a ſtranger to 1u1r- 
miſſion and fatigue.— St. Chryſoſtom has made the ſame remark con- 
cerning the eye. Eroncer avis To K&AA0G, KL TV Juri T4; 
7)oxn), X04 ras Tooglev t £205 (e1,%0; & KEYMIEL KO ThAG:* 
regt, &ANG 700%; KY Teotnbotlts Torsc. xx4 Avoriat, od 
4+ Ru reer peer es, Torsley di eugos, *NH aigle- 
via rgEνẽ | POL NOT s 
+ Theſe are, What we call, The animal ſpirits ; and it is gene- 
rally ſuppoſed, that ſenſation is cauſed by the undulatary motion ot 
this nervous fluid. Though ſome imagine, it is performed by ti 
vibratory motion of the nerves. themſelves.— Others think, that nei- 
ther of theſe opinions will camport with the texture of thoſe fine 
robes, or with the nature of the fluid they contain. It is, I believe, 
one of thoſe. my/teries in the material world, which may reconrile 
thinking and unprejudiced minds, to the myſteries of the Chriſſian 
revelation, Why ſhould any one wonder to find ſome doctrihes in 
the BIB LX which ſurpaſs the reach of human underſtanding; hen 
there are ſo many operations in the body; confeſiedly and abiolutt 
ly inexplicable by the moſt acute anatomiſt ? 
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faction would take place—A nuiſance would ariſe— 
Death might enſue. Therefore, the all-wiſe CREA- 
TOR has connected the extremity of the arteries, with 
the beginning of the veins. So that the ſame force, 
which darts the crimſon wave through the former, 
drives it through the latter. Thus it is reconducted, 
without the leaſt extravaſation, to the great ſalient cii- 
. tern ®. There played off afreſh, it renews and perpe- 
tuates the vital ſunctions. 0 

Where two 2ppo/ize currents would be in danger of 
ch{hing, a fibrous excreſcence interpoſes F ; which, 
like a; projecting pier, breaks the ſtroke of each, and 
throws both into their proper -receptacle.—When the 
waſture is to be /pcedy, the channels either forbear to 
wind in their courſe t, or to leſſen in their dimen- 
kons ||. When the progreſs is to be retarded, the tubes 
are twined into various convolutions g, or their diame- 
ter is contracted into a narrower ſize.Modelled by 
theſe judicious rules; guarded by theſe wile precau- 
tions ; the living flood never diſcontinues its inter- 
changeable tide: but, night and day, whether we fleet 


or wake, ſtill, perſeveres to ſally briſth through the ar- 


teries, and return u through the veins. 

Such aſtoniſhing expedients are uſed, to concoct, di- 
geſt, aſſimilate the food! T'o convert it into chyle—to 
blend ĩt with the blood—and to diltribute both through 
the body! By means of which, the animal conſtitution 


is nourithed and maintained. In youth, its bulk is in- 


ereaſed; in age, its decays are repaired ; and it is kept 


Solomon makes uſe of this ſimilitude -r ever the pitcher be 
ies at- the fountein ; or tbe wheel broken at the ciſtern, The two 
veatricles of the heart, repleniſhed with blood, are fitty repreſented 
by a eiern: and the comtratile force of their fibres, acts like the 


warm wbeet in bydraulics.— The pitcher, which receives the water | 


at: the ſpring· brad, and conveys it away for the o ner's ſer vice, may 


probably Giznify the aorta, and the pulmonary artery; whole: ſunc- 


tions correſpond; with the uſes of ſuch a veſſcl. Eccleſ. xil. 6 


la the poiat,- where the ſtreams, from the vcna cava and vena- 


TY EET 5 
In the great artery, which deſcends to the feet. 

in every interval, between all the ramifications. 
8 la che veſſels, which carry the blood to the brain; which form 
the viſcous ſceretione; and iudeed which conſtitute all the glands: 


—- _ I 
&4 =—y 


_ > œ— k ee WK — — 


4 — - 


O O 2. . 1 


436 THERON axy ASPASIO. Dial. 12. 
na tenantable condition for the ſoul, during the ſpace 
of ſeventy or eighty years. 

Theſe are a few, and but a very few inſtances of 
that contrivance, regularity, and beauty, which are 
obſervable in the human frame. Attentive inquirers 
diſcover deeper footſteps of deſign, and more refined 
ſtrokes of ſkill. Diſcover them, not only in the grand 
and moſt diſtinguiſhed parts, but in every limb, and in 
every organ: I may venture to add, in every fibre that 
is extended, and in every globule “ that flows. 

Abe. How yarizus is the ſyſtem of the body! Vari- 
ous, in the ſybſtance, as well as in the ſhape, of the 
| ſeveral parts! Yet all wrought of one and the ſame 
original maſs Els it not ſtrange, that the very ſame 
theck of matter, ſhould bus itſelf into a lining of 
kin, and ſwell into beds of fleſh; ſhould be extended 
into tough ſinews, and hardened into ſtrong bones; 
ſhould here be impenetrable as the ſolid rock, there be 
tranſparent as the fineſt gauſe f ?—Is it not exceedingly 
range, that one and the ſame ſcrap of ſimple uncom- 

ounded materials, ſhould form the columns 'and the 
Jaſters; 4 ſhould compoſe the aqueducts and reſervoirs; 
ſhould, be ſoficient to execute both the maſbnry and the 
joinery : in ſhort, to conſtitute the ſhell, the Furniture, 
and all the ornaments, of the  completeſt edifice i in the 
world! 

The ſyſtem, 1 dee though various, is uniform 
Amidſt the greateſt multiplicity of parts, the molt per- 
fect harmony ſubſiſts. No one binders, but each aſſiſts, 
he operation of another; and. all confpire to the be- 
nefit and. preſer vation of the whole.— tolt judiciouſly 
has the great apolile touched this ſubject! Moſt hap- 
pily has he applied it, to illuſtrate - the reaſonableneſe, 
and enforce che · practice, both of perſonal and ow! © du- 
dies, of RR content: my public concord. 


The extreme minuteneſs of the globules, x which form the red 
part of our blood, is one exemplification of this remark, If, as 
Mir, Lewenhoeck computes, every globule be 25,090 times ſmaller 
than the ſmalleſt grain of ſand. 

+ Rock, gauſe This is particularly obſervable, in the conſtruc- 
tion of the teeth, and the SE; of the gums. $5 a? 
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To each of which ſome peculiar and needful office is 
aſſigned. So that the ht, though placed in the loweſt 
order, and deſtined to ſerve on the very ground, has 
no reaſon to reckon itlelf a worthlels outcaſt, or to ſay, 
Beeauſe 1 am not the head, I am not of the body *. Nei- 


ther has the Head, in its exalted ſtation, god amidſt its 


honourable functions, any cauſe to deſpiſe the inſeriot 
limbs, or to ſay, witch contempt and ſelf-ſufficiency, 
baue un need» of vn - If there were no feet, what 


would become of che locomotive faculty? or how could 
the body convey itſelf from one place to another? If 


there were no hands, what ſhould we do for the inſtru- 


ments of action? or how could the animal frame be de- 
fended and aecommodated ?—Nay, - the parts, which 


ſeem to be leſs honourable, are neceſſary. Even thoſe, 


which form the ſediments, or throw off the dregs, 114 | 


of the laſt importance to life and its comfort. Shou 
thoſe be obſtiucted in their action, the moſt raging tor- 


ment enſues; ſhiould the obſtruction continue, death is 


the inevitable conſequence, By this wile adjuſtment, 
there is. ns ſehiſiu in the body; no ſeparate or interfering 
ends are puriued by the members; hut the ſafety and 
ſupport of each are the one undivided care of all. _ 
Thus ſhould it be among men, and among Chrils 
tians 3 in the civil community, and in the catholic 
church. There is in both a er panes of perſons, 
but a concatenation of intere 


* x or. xii. 12, Cc. There ſcems to be a curicus exaFneſ; ia 


this proſopapgiia, not obſeryed by Afpaſio, but very jultly remarik- 


ed by St; C:ryfoſtom. Oy #2457 T0) re r oft ννðĩ]? l- 


ve, c Tn 0Ac[0v ava3onzun xuet, THY & axons. Tor of bar; 
Lag, U N wag 0 Torg Tode vrt HNπνενιν, GAG v 975155 
4A. Mis bt, he& 7 , 
£:2g609x078, Nov tit, Net 1 Ho #044 g few , 7 av 
Aen. Tue apostle dyes not ſuppoſe the fobt remonſtratiig 
azaintt the head; Bat the foot is introduced, as lodging the com 
plainr 2gain{F the hand; while the car, a more noble organ, cxer- 
ciſes emplation again(t hi eye; each reſpecting a part, which bears 
dont athnity or reſemblance to itſelf: for we are not accuſtomed to 
envy thoſe. who move in the moſt exalted ſpheres, and far furpafs 
ws, nt thoſe-only; who are on a level with ourſelves, or but a 


imall remove above us. Therefore the facred writer makes this j ve 
00 3 general 
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| 2 agreement ſhould take place, and a mutual ſuh. 
erviency to each other's welfare.— The meaneſt have 
no . to be diflatisfed with their condition, but to 
acquieſce in the unerring diſpoſal of Providence, and 
cheerfully contribute their ſhare to the common good.— 
The highe/t ſhould condeſoend to men of low eſtate, and 
maintain a regard for che well being of the pooreſt, as 
that which is intimately connected with their — 
a word, each ſnould feel a tender concern for all; re- 
joĩcing in their happineſs, and ſtudying to eſtabliſh it; 
ſymparhrzing with their mann and n to 
relieve then. 


compariſon, uſed by the apoſtle, and adapted to pur- 
poſes, at once ſo noble and ſo benevolent ; eſpecially as 
it receives additional propriety and force from bis own 
obſervations: + But I have one more inquiry to make. 
Tour ſyſtem, though organized, though endowed with 
a principle of 2tion,” and furniſhed with the powers 
of nutrition, is ſtill deſtitute of e. The ereation. 
abounds with objects, fitted to yield the moſt refined 
entertainment. The ſun impurples the robe of morn- 
ing, and ſtars beſpangle the curtains of night. Flowers 
of ſilver whiteneſs, — of golden luſtre, enamel the 
round. Fruits of all radiant hues, and of every de- 
icious taſte, A amiably dangling on _ * 


Air. alle }þo, ** airs, on 1 
De the ſmell of- = and grove, attune 4 
' The trembling. leauet. n 


But we hear of no n formed for the ar 

of theſe yarious-delights; without which; the breath of 

fields muſt loſe its reviving fragrance; the whiſpering 

e muſt degenerate into ſullen ſilence; and nature's 

Bool of knowledge, all fair and inſtructive, be No =, 
ter than a vaſt 9 blank. 4; 5: 4 167 

Ther. Therefore, the great CREATOR, rofulcly 


us to mankind, has made us a preſent, an ineſti- 


mable preſent, of the ſenſes ; to be the inlets of innu- 


merable pleaſures, and the means of adminiſtering i my 
* ad van 


5 High in the Beat. bright and conſpieuous as. a Nar 
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in the brow of evening, is placed the eye. In this ele- 
vated ſituation, like a centinel poſted in his watch - 
tower, it commands the moſt enlarged proſpect.— Con- | 
ſiſting only of fimple fluids, incloſed in thin tunicles, it. | 
conveys to our apprehenſion all the graces of blooming! 

nature, and all the glories of the viſible hæavens.— Ho | 
prodigiouſly Wonderful! That an image of the h 
mountains; and a tranſeript of the molt diverfified land- | 
ſcapes, ſhall enter the ſmall circlet of the pupil!—How ö 
ſurpriſingly artful! That the rays of light, like an ini- * 
mitable pencil, ſhould paint on the optic-nerves; paint 

in an inſtant of time; paint in their frue/ colours, and; 

exatef} lineaments, every ſpecies of external objects! 

The eye is ſo tender, that a flight accident, ſcarco. 
perceivable by ſome other parts of the body,: would be 
injurious to its delicate frame: It is guarded 

therefore with remarkable circumſpection, and the moſt; 
ſalicitous care; with a care, evidently proportioned to 
its nice texture, and extenſive uſefulneſs. It is intrench- 
a deep in the head, and-:barricadoed, on every fide;: 
with a ſtrong fortification of bones. As the incurſions. 
of the: ſmalleſt fly would incommode the poliſhed ſur- 
face, it ĩs farther defended! by two ſubſtantial curtain 
hung on a+ malt ſlender cartilaginous rod; which ſe. 
cure it, not barely from blows, and from any hurtful: 
attrition, but alſo from every troubleſome annoyance; 
In ſleep, when there is no occaſion to exerciſe the ſenſe, 
but an abſolute neceſſity to protect the organ, theſe 
—.— Pontaneouſſy cloſe; At any time, they. will 
her with. a motion, quick as che alarm of fear; 
1. ha almoſt ſaid, quicker than thought itſelf. At alt 
times, they are lined with an extremely fine ſponge *; 
wet with its own native deut; which lubricate the Ses 
dall, oil as it were its wheels; aui fit it for a courſe of 
unweamed activity. At the end:of this ſkinny mante- 
let (if I may uſe the military ſtyle) is planted à range 
of. briftly palli/adacs . ;/ may A INTER a. | 
„ont ns — EF 415% * on TS ward 
by 2 5 2957 4 hk $0 Of + ) 114 7 1 
ies dndas, the in 
part e e eye . ae 1 7 which rh calls bes 
dil, becauſe it irrigates the gye-ball, and factfitates its motion. 
1 The Bairs, which ariſe vpon the extremities of the eye: Uh, 
. . 


ward off even the ſtraggling atom, and moderate the 
otherwiſe too potent impreſſions of the ſun-beams 7. 
The brows are @ kind of natural pext-b5uſe, thatched 
and arched with. curious wreaths of hair. The thatch 
hes as ſmooth; as the linen that is neatly plaited, and 
newly ironed. It ſerves to divert the ſweat from trick- 


Eng into the eyes, and offending them with its brine, 


The arches are ſo finely coloured, and ſo elegantly 
turned, that they ſet off the whiteneſs of the ſorchead, 
and beſtow additional grace on the whole counte- 
nance.— Becauſe, in our waking bours, there is almoſt 
an inceſſant call for thoſe little orbs, they run upon the 
finelt caſters, rolling upwards or downwards, to the 


right-hand” or to the left, with the utmoſt ſpeed, and 


with equal eaſe: which circumſtance, added to the 
flexibility of the neck, renders-our two eyes as uſeful, 
as if the whole body, like the living -creature in St. 
John's viſion, was full of eyer before and behind“. 
The ear conſiſts of an outward porch, and inner 
rooms, with tools of the moſt admirable contrivance, 
and finiſhed workmanſtip. The contrivance and the 
workmanſhip incomparably nicer, than the deſigus of 
Palladio, or the architecture of Solomon's temple ; 
though the former were drawn: ſrom the maguificent 
Neri 71. K eid MANLY ö 
grow only to a certain convenient length, and never ſtand in need 
of cutting.— They are not flaccid and pendulous, lize thoſe of the 
head, but fif.and prominent like briſtles. The firſt ſort woul be 
trouble ſome ; the lat} is heneficial.— Add to this, that their points 
Rand out of the way; thoſe of the upper eye · lid being bent up 
wards, and thoſe of the lower dowuwards.—80 nicely attentive 
u PROVIDENCE, even to ſuch, very ſmall matters ! Or rather, fo 
gracious: is our almighty CREATOR, that he counts nothing 
z2ll, which ſtands connected with our comfort and advantage: 
I The ineeſſant, the more that fatherdy eure, wick the LORE 
GOD ALMIGHT Y-takes of his peops, is repruſented : in ſcriph 
ture by this extraordinary proviſion, made for the jecurity of the 
eye; which is one of the ſieſt images, thet fancy can form, ag 
one of the mo!f cn/olatory traths, that faith ean believe. He kep! 
lim as the apple of his te, Deut. 4x81. 110=Hewhbt tourbeth y, 
toucheth the apple of hit ehe, Tech. ii. 8. The reader will ealily ce, 
that the compariſon, every way. beautiful, is ed · to the 500 
pitch of energy and beauty by the ſacred writers not bagely 4/1: 
eye, but the apple or pupil of the eye; the tendereſt hart eveu 9: 


the moſß tender meme... 2 
* 1 ' = . ' 4 2 
0: Foy „ „ Res, ix. 66. aan ide than fl j 
% *. * * 
p 4a& oo bo N monuments 
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monuments of Rome, though the latter was built in the 
taſte of Heaven. Vea, fo conſummately nice is the ſtruc | 
ture of this organ, that GOD, the only wiſe GOD, 
is not aſhamed to be called its artificer. He that planted 
the ear ||, is to be found among the titles of the exalted 
JEHOVAH.—In one very remarkable peculiarity, this 
minute fabric reſembles that ſacred edifice, the porch 
being loftier “ than any other part of the building. 

The porch, I call that ſemicircular lodge, which 
ſtands fomewhat prominent from the head, and is 
not /n and ſinking as fleſh, leſt it ſhould abſorb the 
ſound, rather than promote the repercuſſion; not hard 
and ſtubborn as bone, left it ſhould occaſion painful in- 
conveniencies, when we repoſe ourſelves on either fide— 
but of a carti/aginous ſubſtance, covered:with a tight 
expanſion of ſkin, and wrought into irregular bends 
and hollows ; which, like eircling hills, or ſurroundin 
rocky {hores +, collect the wandering undulations of 
the air, and tranſfinit them, with a vigorous impulſe, 
to the finely ſtretched membrane of the tympanum f.— 
The avenue, or narrow entry, is ſecured from the inſi- 
mating attempts of inſets, by a moraſs ( ſhall I ſay?) 
of bitter and viſcous matter; diſguſtful to their taſte, 
and embarraſſing to their feet. The hammer and the 


The Pſalmiſt uſes the word planted, to deſeribe the ſituation of 
the ear, and the word formed, to denote the ſtructure of the eye. 
In both which expreſſions, there ſeems to be the utmoſt propriety, 
and the preateſt delicacy.— The mechaniſm of the car, like a root 
planted (yay) in the earth, is ſunk deep into the he id, and concealed 
from publie view. Whereas; the ball of the eye, like ſome fiuely- 
#rought (S] pilaſter on a buliding, i. prominent on the face, and 
pteſented to general obſervation. Pfal. xciv. 9g: 

Compare 1 Kings vi. 4. With 2 Chron, iii. 4. 

'+ Alluding t thoſe expreſſive lines, where echo ſeems to live in 
the ſound, as well as in the ſenſe: n 
— —Vocemque: inet: valutant 
--» Litrora,” pulſati-colles clamore reſultant. Vito. 

So called, becauſe it reſembles à drum both in figure and uſe; 
being a fine (Kin, expanded upon a circle of bones, and over a po- 
liſhed reverberating cavity.—lt is affected by the vibrations of the 
external air, as the covering of the war-drom is by the impreſſions 
of the ſtick. It is alſo furniſhed with braces, which ſtrain or relax 
: 3 and accommodate its tenſion either to loud or languid 


emit; 
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anvil; the flirrup and the drum; the winding laby- 
rinths , and the ſounding galleries; theſe, and other 
pieces of mechaniſm, all inſtrumental to the power of 
hearing, are beyond deſcription curious. 
Amazingly nice muſt be the formation, and incon- 
ceivably exact the tenſion, of the auditory nerves ! tince 
they correſpond with the ſmalleſt tremours of the atmo- 
ſphere, and eaſily diſtinguiſh their molt ſubtle varia- 
tions. With the gentle gales that fan us, or even with 
the ruder blaſts that aſſault us, theſe delicate ſtrings are 
but little affected: whereas they are perfect nien 
with thoſe fine, thoſe /gnificant, agitations of the air, 
which the acuteſt touch is unable to diſcern, Theſe li- 
ving chords, tuned by an almighty hand, and diffuſed 
through the echoing iſles; and ſonorous cells—theſe re- 


ceive the impreſſions of found, and propagate them to 


the brain. Theſe þ-give exiſtence to the charms of mu- 
ſic, and reciprocate the rational entertainments of diſ- 


- 


The eye perceives only the objects that are before it; 


my ſo ap pate, coeur to form this admirable organ.” 1 
+ Elegantly ſtyled he 2 * of muſic : for th 
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the darleſt medium, and the minuteft cranny.—The eye 
is upon duty only in our waking hours; but the ear is 
always expanded, and always acceſſible“; à courier, 
which never tires; a centry, ever in his box. — To ſe- 
cure à reſource, in caſe any misfortune ſhould diſable 
one of the hearing or ſeeing organs, our all- gracious 
MAKER has given us duplicates of each. 

As there are tremulous concuſſions impreſſed upon 
the air, diſcernible only by the inſtruments of hearing, 
there are alſo odoriferous particles, wafted by the ſame 
acrial vehicle, which are perceivable only by the incl. 
The noſtrils are wide at the bottom, that a large quan- 
tity of eflluvia may enter; narrow at the top, that, 
when entered, they may clofe their ranks, and act with 
greater vigour.— Fine, beyond all. imagination, are the 
ſteams which exhale from fetid or fragrant bodies. The 
very belt microſcopes, which diſcover thouſands and 
theufſands of animalcules in a drop of putritied water, 
cannot bring one individual, among ail-theſe evaneſcent 
legions, to our fight. They fail, in numberleſs ſqua- 
drons, cloſe to our eyes, cloſe by our ears; yet are fo 
amazingly attenuated, that they elude the fearch of 
both. Nevertheleis, ſo judiciouſly ſ are the oſactory nets 

— i | # | laid, 


* Auditus autem ſemper patet. Faus enim ſeuſus atiam dormientes 
egzmns. "A quo, cam ſonus eſt acceptus, etiam e  ſomuo exoutimur. 
De nat. Deor. 1 1. a N 
The keenneſs and ſagacily of this ſenſe, furniſhed the evangeli- 
cal prophet with a beautiful metaphor, to diſplay the accuracy ot 
the MESSTAH's judgment in ſpiritual things. Iſai. xi. 3. |; 

em implies his faculty or ſenſe of ſmelling ; which expreſſion. is 
accommodated to our language, and properly enough tranſlated, 
Shall make him of quick derne : q. d.“ He ſhall judge, not 
according to external appearance, but n the ſtate of 
([the inner man. Unfeighed ſelf-abaſement, affiance in a RE- 

„ DEEMER's righteouſnefs; and faith purify ing the heart; theſe 
* endowments, though not obſerved, or, if obſerved, no: valued 
„e by the world; theſe ſha}l' be the teſt of his approbation, and the 
*" objects of his eſteem. "Theſe conſtitute, what is called in the next 
*© words, the fear of the LORD. _ Xa 
ein determining the reality of theſe, qualities, he ſhall be uner- 
a 1 exact, and infa/libly true. Let hypocriſy put on every 
« maſk, and practiſe all her wiles, they ſball avail nothing before 
„the ROOT and OFFSPRING of David, (ver. 1.). As thoſe 
extremely ſubtle effluvia, which efcape the igguiſition * ** 

2 other 
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laid, and fo artfully their meſhes ſized, that they catch 
theſe vaniſhing fugitives. They catch the roaming per- 
fumes, which fly off from the opening honeyſuckle, and 
take in the ſtationed ſweets, which hover round the ex- 
panded roſe. They imbibe all the balmy fragrance of 
ſprings all the aromatic exhalations of autumn, and en- 
able us to banquet even on the invifible dainties of na. 

Fiurniſhed as we are with theſe ſeveral organs, 
rr oi a breeze 

Flier oer the meatdoww,. not a cloud imbibes 
Tie fetting ſun's effulgence, not a ſtrain 
From all the tenants of the warbling ſhade 

Aſcendi, but whence our ſenſes can partake 
1 Freſh pleaſure 4624. 4 mg — 4 5 

Another capacity for frequent pleaſure, our bounti- 
ful CREATOR has beſtowed, in granting us the 

powers of tale. by means of which the food, that ſup- 
ports our body, feaſts our palate ; firſt, treats us with 

a pleaſing regale; then, diſtributes its beneficial re- 
cruits.— one, bedewed with oil, whets the razor 

into the utmoſt keenneſs. The /a/iva, flowing upon 

the tongue, and moiſtening its neryes, quickens them 
into the livelieſt acts of ſenſation. —This ſenſe is circum- 
ſtanced in a manner peculiarly benign and wiſe, ſo as 
to be a ſtanding, though ſilent plea for temperance. 
Without recurring to the vengeance of GOD, or the 


other ſenſe, are caſily and perſectly diſtingviſbed by the {mel, 
* ſo thoſe receſies bf the breaſt; and thoſe ſecrets of the heart, 
- « which lie too deep for all human difcernment ;; even they are na- 
ed and open, are obvious and palpable, to his divinely ſagacious 


_*" underſtanding.” ; . 9 
© , ® See that very elegant poem, TRX PIIZASUI ES Or TmaGr- 


1 1770 x, Book III. — It is true, T am no proſelyte to the author's 
ze either political * ; 2 his repiblican adminiſtration, 
or his Shafte/burian ethics. M can I admire that pompous 
i lem why of making ridicule the teft of truth : which ſeems 
uf as füitable to the fitneſs of things, as to plact Harlequin in the 
 Jeat of lord chief juſtice.—But if we look for the glow of * 
. tion, and the harmony of numbers; energy and luſtre of de{crip- 
＋ with correctneſs and delicacy of taſte; -1 know not any didac- 
| m, which preſents us with all theſe glaces in ſuch high per- 

feen, « , 
tcrrors 
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terrors of eternal judgment, it is a powerful diſſuaſive 
from irregular and exceſſive indulgencies; becauſe the 
exerciſe of ſobriety ſets the fineſt edge on its faculties, 
and adds the molt poignant relith to its enjoyments : 
Whereas, riot and voluptuouſneſs pall the appetite, 
blunt its ſenſibility, and render the gratifications ex- 
tremely languid, if not perfectly infipid. —The fight, 
the ſmell, the taſte, are not only ſo many ſeparate 
ſources of delight, but a joint ſecurity to our health. 
They are the vigilant and accurate inſpectors, which 
examine our food, and inquire into its properties; whe» 
ther it be pleaſant or difagreeable;; wholeſome or noxi- 
ons. For the diſcharge of this office, they are excel- 
lently qualified, and moſt commodionfly fituated. So 
that nothing can gain admiſſion through the mouth, 
till it has undergone the ſcrutiny, and obtained the 
paſſport of them all. e 2 

To all theſe, as a moſt neceſſary and advantageous 
ſupplement, is added the ſenſe of fze/ing ; which ren- 
ders the whole aſſemblage complete.—While other 
ſenſes have a particular place of reſidence, this is diffu- 
ſed throughout /e who/e body. In the palms of the 
hands, on the tips of the fingers, and indeed through 
all the extreme parts of the fleth, it is moſt quick and 
lively; as the advanced guards, or ſcouts upon the 
frontiers, are or ought to be peculiarly attentive and 
wakeſul.— Scouts did I ſay ? The whole army of Xer- 
xes, dran out in battle - array, with his mi#{;ons of ſu- 
pernumerary attendants *, were but like a few gleaners 
ſtraggling in the field, if compared, eitheꝝ in number 
or order, with thoſe nervous detachments,. which per- 
vade the texture of the ſkin, and miniſter to the act of 
feeding. How happily is this ſenſe tempered between 
the two extremes! Neither ſo acute, as the membranes 
ol the eye; nor ſo obtuſe, as the callus of the heel. The 
former would expoſe us to continual pain; render our 
clothes galling, and the very down oppreſſive. The 
latter would. quite benumb the body, and almoſt anni- 


4X a+: *» , e 5 N 
| + Thee ſoldiers and attendants of Xerxes amounted to five millions 
two hundred and eighty thonſand. Another army, fo large and 
numerous, occurs not ig ull the records of hiſtory. . 
as F Vid. Hz KobD. Lib. VII. 
Vor. I. Pp | hilate 


4465 THERON aww» ASPASTO. Dil. 12 


 hilate the touch.— Nor this alone, but a// the ſenſes ure 

moſt exactly adapted to their reſpective offices, and to 
the ſeveral exigencies of our preſent ſtate. Were they 
Arained to à much higher tone, they would be avennes 
of anguiſh. Were they relaxed into greater inſenſibility, 
bg would be fo many uſeleſs ineumbrances. 


Sar, what the uſe, Were finer fenen £10 17 . 
7 inſpedt a mite, net comprehend the heavn 
| 'The tauch, if. tremblingly age EIS: >... 
To ſmart ard agonize at ev "ry pore? - 
Cr quick Muvia darling thro” the Brain, 
Die of a reje in aromatic pain?? 


Aſp. How admirable and gracious is this proviſſen, 
v ich the hleſſed GOD has made, to accommodate us 
with delightful ſenſations, and inſtructive ideas The 
tate, the touch, and the ſmell, are ſomewhat Araitend 
in the extent of their operations. The ear carries on a 
correſpondence with a larger cirele of objects. But the 
ſight moſt amply ſupplies whatever is wanting in all the 
other ſenſes, The night ſpreads itſelf to an infinite mul. 
titude of bodies, and brings within our notice ſome of 
the remote parts of the univerſe.— he taſte; the touch, 
the ſmell, perceive nothing but What is brought to 
their very doors: whereas the eye extends its obſerva- 
tion as far as the orbit of Saturn; nay glances, and in 
an inſtant ot time, to the inconceivable diſtance of the 
ſtars. The compaſs of the earth, together E the 
immenſity of the ſkies, are its unlimited 
From this remarkable variety, with regard to the 
ſphere and activity, the acutenels and vivacity of the 
ſenſes, St. Paul forms one of the fineſt, boldeſt, and 
moſt important compariſons in che world. By this he 
illuſtrates the difference between the wiſdom, which is 
derived from the word of divine revetatidn; and the 
Viſdom, which is acquired by dint of human applica- 
tiom— In his oration” to the Athenians, * of 
their moſt celebrated ſages, he fays, JF be, they night 
feel aſter; a /31d' HIM +. In his epiſtle Waben e· 
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brews, ſpeaking of the man Moſes, our author obſerves, 
that.fe enduied as ſeeing him who is invijible *. Writing 
to his Corinthian converts, he adds, as a farther heigh: 
tening of; tlue contraſt. Ve all beholding. with ohen face 
the ghiry af the LOR Df. — The know ledge of the p5:{c- 
oller is like that obicure and, ſcanty ipformation, which 
is but difficultly obtained by groping with the hand in 
the gloom of à dark night. The knowledge of the 
Chriſtian is like that copigus influx of clear and enfar- 
ved ideas, which: we receive by the mediation of the 
cye amidſt the ſhining. of a bright day. 

Tully, we find; has, in the book before us, hit upon 
ſome of the molt general and obvious uſes, to which 
che ſeveral parts of the human body are adapted. Vet 
how Superficial: and deficient appeurs | his penetration, 
„hen we take in the much deeper diſcoveries, agd:the 
much higher improvements of our modern anatomy! 
Thus, and abundantly more defective, is his knowledge 
of moral duties, and divine doctrinęs, when compared 
with what is taught us in the p/ain ſermon on the 
* and the unſtudied epiſtles of the Jewiſh tent- 
maker. 

Therefore, though I wal bleſs the dat GOD, 
for the miniſtration of all the ſenſes, ' and particalarty 
for the noble ns of viſion; I would be more efpe- 
cially thankful ber t. that light of the world, CHRIST 
JESUS and his glorious golpel, as well as for that /#- 
ritual eye, by which the one is naderſtood; and the 


other ſeen—a ſiuriy faith, I would! alfo long for that | 
place of -beatific eujoyment, where; our views of the 


adorable GODfIEA D, amd; OUS; acquaintance with the 
ſublimieſt truths, will as much tranſcend all our preſent 
apprchenſions, as the mol tend faint Ns 
thetbelvghted! Ger-t#fe. iii 
Den The crowning of: 4 that. which i ae 
But hy am I ſo prolix ?, Why thould; I retumę a fub- 
ect, already ſpun out to a degree ot tealiouſneſt Why 
weary-mey. Afpafio,, aud put his attention to pennance 2 
Hu Dear Theron, athy do you. talk, in thixananner? 


How can you admit ſuch a ſuipicion : ? How can'you- 


1 . ig 4 03.4 * 


© Heb, xi. 27. de 1 Cor. jii, 18. r 
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offer to drop yo 15 narrative ag a this igtereſting 
M e N J an am 2 inclined to ſpeak, 
1 2 your modeſty will diſlike to hear peak 
1 Th: argon 9289 Forbe ir. I proceed That which 
11. ves the atis faction, and augments the beneficial 
85 acerüing from all the fenfes, is eech. Speech 
people; from the ideas they cenceive, and the obſer- 
vation they make. What an Adchirable inſtrument, 
{or articulariug the voice, and modify ing it into ſpeech, 
is the feng — The tongue has neither bone nor joint; 
yet fafhijons itfelf, with the utmoſt volubility, into every 
ſhape and every, poſture, which can expreſs ſentiment, 
cr conſtitute Harmony. This Httle collection of muſcu- 
lar fibres, under the conducting ain of, the CREA- 
TOR, is the artificer of our words“. By this we com- 
municate the 22 of the breaſt, and make our very 
thoughts audible. By tliis we inſtruct the ignorant, and 
0 the diſtreſſed; we glorify GOD, and edity each 
other ; the academic explains the' abſtruſeſt ſciences, 
and the ecclefiaſtic proaches the everlaſting goſpel. 


Ido ausald not Meſs; for-thir, the git 97 ares ? 
Aud in ile tangue t bentficence be rich ? 


This is like wiſe the efficient of nue. It i is ſoſt as the 
lyre, or ſhrill as the trumpet; it can warble as the Jute, 
or reſound like the jo? aur Connecting the ſweetneſs of 
its melody with the ſolemnities of devotion, we tune the 
{piritual ſong, and raiſe the ſacred anthem, We ſooth 
the cares, and beguile the toils of life: we imitate the 
angelic choirs, and, anticipate in ſome degree their ce- 


I am ſenſible, that the #/ottfs his 4 confiderableſheje in mody- 
lating- the ſound, and forming the voice. ut, as the nature and 
cthce of this moſt carious aperture are very little known by the ge- 
nerality of people, we chuſe to follow the popular opinion, ſo neat- 
by deſcribed by the poet z I lids p43. do! 

ben lingua, 2 
EN figurtrrix' verborum, opifexque lequels, oy And. Lueret. 


4 The articulatifi tongue is called onr lor Pal. len. 6. Apd 
ſuch indeed it is, VE, 5 to theſe fn Rp It is then à di- 


ſtinction, not only of man from the brutal herd, hut of the rightecus 
from the congregation of the r It is then like choice ſilver, 
or a5 4 tree o tt 4 


| - & leſtial 


Dial. 12. T HE RON A ASPASIO” 449. 


leftial jo ys.—As. the tongue requires full ſcope, and an 
caſy play, it is lodged in an ample cavity, and ſur- 
rounded: with reſervoirs of ſpittle, always ready to diltil 
the lubricating dews. It moves under a concave, roof, 
which ſer ves as a eee ward to the voice, giving it 
much the ſame additional vigour and grace, as the ſhell 
of a violin adds to the language of the.ſtrings, 

Wiſe —-wonderfully wiſe, and eminently. gracious, 1s. 
the regulation both of /portaveous and inugluntary mo- 
tion. Was this regulation reverſed, what deplorable 
inconveniencies would take place; nay, what unavoid- 
able ruin mult enſue !\—Dep/rable inconpeniencics, if the 
diſcharges of the bowels, or evacuations of the bladder, 
were quite independent on our leave. Unavaidable ruin, 
if the action of the heart required the co-operation of 
aur thoughts, or the buſinels qt. reſpiration; zaited for 
the eomcurrence of our Will. 

The will in ſome caſes has not ſo much as a ſingle 
vote. In others, the determines and commands, like an 
abſolute ſovereign ; nor is there a monarch upon earth- 
ſo punctually obeyed,. as this queen-of- the human ſy- 
ſtem, It the but intimate her ple dhe, the ſpirits run, 
they fly, to execute her orders; to ſtreteh the arm, or 
cloſe the hand; to- furrow the. brow with trowns, or 
dimple the cheek with- ſmiles.— How ea/ily, as well as 
funcqtually, are theſe orders carried into execution! To 
turn the ſerew, or work the lever, is laborious and 
weariſome. But we moye the vertebræ with all their 
appendent chambers; we advance the leg with the 
whole incumbent body; we riſe from our ſeat; we- 
ipring from the ground; and, .though much force is 
exerted, though à very conſiderable weight is raiſed, - 
we meet with no diſſiculty, we complain of no fatigue. 

That all this ſhould be effected, without any toil, and- 
by a bare act of the will, is very ſurpriſing. But that: 
the various motions ſhould be made, renessed, cbnti- 
nued, even While we remain entirely ignorant of thé 
Manner, in which they are performed, this is ſtill more> 
aſtoniſhing.— Who can play ſo much as a ne tune 
upon the {pjunet, without learning the difference f the- 
keys, or ſtudying the rudiments of muſic? Impoſible 4 
Yet the mind of man touches every ſpring of the humum 
hog”, Pp 3 - © -mackifie, 
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machine, with the moſt maſterly ſkill, though ſhe knows 
nothing at all concerning the nature of her implements, 
or the proceſs of her operations. — We walk, we run, 
we leap; we throw ourſch ves into a variety of poſtures, 
and go through. a multitude of exereiſes; yet are utter- 
Jy unable to ſay, which nerve ſhould be active; which 
muſcle thould ſwell ; or which tendon von, in 
order to produce any one of theſe effects. 

Put a German flute into the hand even of a ſenſible 
perſon: wit liout a maſter to inſtruct him, he is at a lots 
to make the inſtrument ſpeak : much leſs is he able to 
unk and ſoften the ſound, 'to'exalt and extend the note 
juſt as he pleaſes. —Yet we are fe}f-tanght in the me- 
thod of forming, regulating, and varying the voice. Na- 
turally, and with unpremeditated fluency, we give it 
the languiſhing cadence of ſorrow, or the ſpriglitly airs 
of joy; the low faulteting zccents of fear, or the eleva- 
red tone and rapid ſallies of an | 

The eye of a ruſtic, who has no notion of optics, or 
any of its laws, ſhall lengthen and ſhorten its axis; dilate 
and contract its pupil, without the leaſt heſitation, and 
with the utmoſt propriety; adapting itſelf, even with 
mathematical exactneſs, to the particular diſtance of ob- 
jects, and the different degrees of light: by which 
means, it* performs ſome of the moſt. curious experi- 
ments in the improved Newtoman philoſophy, without 
the leaſt knowledge of the ſcience, or ſo much N 
conſciouſneſs of its own dexterity. | 

I can never ſufficiently admire this multiplicity of 
animated organs; their finiſhed form; their faultleſs 
order; and the exquiſite regulation of all their move- 
ments. Yet I muſt confeſs myſelf ſtruck with greater 
admiration at the power, the truly my/erious power and 
ſway, which the ſoul exerciſes over the whole. Ten 
- thouſand'reins are put into her hand. She is not ac- 
quainted with their office, their uſe, or their name. 
She has not learnt ſo much as to diſtinguiſh one from 
another. Nevertheleſs, ſhe manages all, conducts all, 
without the leaſt perplexity, or the leaſt irregularity; 
nay, with a promptitude, a 5 and 2 ſpeed, 
which _— elſe can 9 — h 
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Upon the whole— Great reaſon had Euripides to call 
the human body, 2 bY HAT | 41 
_ Ewhy re- Za Nov T01%1) ect, 15 vp ö | 
I believe, the preceding obſervations will juſtify us, if 
we give a fuller meaning to the poet, and trabilate his 
words Te inimitably fine aborlmanſhip of. a great, ſu- 
preme, unerring ARTIST +1 or, as Virgil ſpeaks, with a 
pertinency and a ſpirit, which epitomizes all I have ſaid, 
and expreſſes all I would ſay ; this bodily ſtructure is 
indeed Ven enarrabile textum . 2:64 $26 
Aſp. Wanderfully,, I perceive, and fearſully: are we 
made Made ot ſuch complicated parts; each fa cor- 
rectly faſhioned, and all ſo exactly arranged t; every 
one executing ſuch curious functions, and many of them 
operating in ſo myſterious a manner, as may julily ren- 
der us a wonder to ourſelves.— Since health depends up- 
on ſo many minute requiſites; upon ſuch a numerous 
aſſemblage of moving organs, ſince a ſingle ſecretion 
ſtopped, may deſtroy. the ſalutary temperature of the 
inids; or a ſingle wheel clogged, may put an end to the 
vital motion of the ſolids ; with what holy Ve, /poutd 
cue paſs the time of our ſojourning here below ||! Trult- 
ing for continual preſervation,, not merely on our own 
care; not merely on alimentary recruits ; but on that 
Omnipotent Hand, which formed the admirable ma- 
chine. That the ſame hand, which prepared the pul- 
lies, and hung on the weights, way daily wind up the. 
wheels: may never ceaſe to ſuperintend their agency, 
and ſupport, our being .. hate. 
it . 5 a5 |, 1 RR: 


i 


That is, a ſtructure, not barely correct, or highly finiſhed, but 
(as Theron has elſewhere expreſſed it) beyond deſcription curious. 
erkenn. 1% F 
St. Paul's language on the ſubject is exceefingly beavtiful and. 
expreſſive, Lora, b“ g X24 Geer Eph. iv. 16. 
The ſeveral parts moſt nicely adapted to each other, and moſt per- 
feftly harmonizing with the whole. All af5ciated with that proprie-' 
ty, and connelled with that firmneſs, 'which are the very foundation. 
of ſymmetry, vigour; ard / agility.—Bath the images uſed by the 
apoſtle are comprebended in aue Hebrew word, my aptanit, abi 
lt. Job. xxxi. 15. £ | 
e WY 
$ Agrecably to that philoſophical maxim, Creatio ei conſervalio 
. e ' 4-6/7 
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When we conſider the extenſive contrivance, and de- 
licate mechaniſm—what plans of geometry“ have been 
laid; what operations + of chymiltry are performed; 
in a word, what miracles of art and elegance are exc- 
cuted, in order to furniſh us with the neceflary recruits; 
and the ſeveral delights of life—is there not abunduur 
reaſon to cry out, with the ſame inſpired writer, . Han 
& dear are thy counſels-unts me, © GOD! Thy counte); 
of creating wiſdom !' Thou haſt not been ſparing, 
0 but even lavith of thy artificial and elaborate detig1-, 
& Thou haſt omitted no expedient, which might eſta- 
«- bliſh my eaſe - enlarge my comfort; aud promoic, 
te. yea complete my bodily happineſs!” And is net 
this a moſt endearing obligation, 4% preſent our bodies a 
living ſacrifice, holy and-atceptableto GODf? 

Should we not,. every one, acknowledge with Da- 
vid? Thy hands hace made me, and faſhioned e. pray 
with David? O give me ſpiritual underſtanding and god- 
ly zeal—and retolve with David? that 7 may learn and 
keep thy commandments-|| ? „ What thou, LORD, haft, 
„ with ſo much curiolity contrived,” with ſo much ac- 
«© euracy framed, and with ſo much liberality adorned, 


„IJ would ſain devote to thy glory. Never, O! never 


et me debaſe to the drudgery of Satan, nor prolti- 
«tate to the flavery- of my luſts, thoſe members aud 
© thoſe faculties, on which thou haſt beſtowed ſo much 
« divine colt and heavenly tkill. Let them all be . 
« vants of righteouſneſs, and inſtruments of holinct:. 
% Let them all be vefelr ef honour; ſfauftified 5 and mect 

« for their indulgent CREA'TOR's ſervice. That ! 


eadem eſt adios: and to thoſe ſeriptural acknowledgements, it i 
GOD, who boldeth car fout in life; be is the teagth of” our days; b 
Viſitation preſerveth our ſpirit Þo"—”P © 8" + — * | 
In the muſcles alone, ſays Mr. Ra, there ſcems to be more 
geometry, than in all the artificial engines in the world. 

+ Plans, ot eratiant — Job, ſpeaking of the human ſtructure, ues 
a word expreſſive of both theſe ideas. Thy hangs have made me, 
ſays our tranſſuion. But the original Mary . ſicnifics ee 
more, It is applied to artificers, who undertake ſome. curious an 
claburate work, which coſts them much Mud, and... great pains. 
Much ſtudy, to plan; and great pains, to execute. Job x. 8. 

Rom. xii. 1. Pal. cxix. 73. $ 2 Tim. ii. 21. 


16 may 
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« uf glötify the great AUTHOR of exiſtence,” with 
&« my body and with my ſpirit, which are, as to work- 
le, property, and redemption, wholly þ;;'*®,” 

Ther. With my ſpirit—Ay ; what is this manſion of 
fleth, though ſo exquiſitely wrought, compared with 
that ſublime and immortal inhabitant, which reſides 
rr 


— UP That intclleftual being ; f . 
Tg thaughts, which wander through eternity +! 


This conſideration inclines me to think, that, if the 
caſket be ſo highly poliſhed, the jeae/ cannot be fo ex- 
ceſſively coarſe, as my Aſpaſio's doctrine of original 
corruption ſuppoſes. r ry 

Aſp. I perceive your aim, Theron: but muſt beg 
leave at preſent, to decline all overtures for a diſpute. 
If my arguments have failed, your deſeription has an- 
ſwered its end. I cannot ſuffer my thoughts to be 
diverted from a ſubject, which is ſo very engaging, yet 
la rarely diſcuſſed. I have ſuch a ſtrong deſire to re- 
collect and retain what has been obſerved, that even 
your converſation will, at this juncture, loſe its reliſh. 
Here therefore I put a period to our diſcourſe, and 
muſt break away from your company, in order to ru- 
minate and digeſt my notions, in ſome ſequeſtered lonely 
walk, unleſs you will permit me, before I retire, to 
make one remark.— And let it not ſtartle my friend, if 
I venture to fay, that, amidſt all his curious obſerva- 
tions, he has forgot the principal circumitance of ho- 
nour and excellence, which dignifies the human body. 

Ther. I have omitted many fine and admirable pro- 
perties, I confeſs : but ſure I have not forgot the prize 
cipal and moſt diſtinguiſhing. | 

Aſp. You need not be diſpleaſed with yourſelf, It 
argues no defect in your diſſertation. The circumſtance 

I have in my view could never be diſcovered by fol- 
lowing the diſſecting-knife. It is learnt, not from Che- 
ſelden's draughts, or the Foun of Albinus; but from 

® x Cor. vi. 20, + MiLTON. | 
the 


. 
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the word of revelation. What I mean, is this—The 
human body was exalted to a moſt intimate and pe, 
with; with the eternal SON of - GOD: He who de- 
corated the heaven with ſtars, and crowned the ſtars 
with luſtre; INE wuchſafed' to be made fh *, and aa; 
Hund in ſaſbhian au A man f. Nay, this is, even , 


the apparel of that majeſtic and adorable PERSON. 


He is clothed withour nature; he wears our very limbs, 
and appears in the dreſs. of humanity, even at the right 
hand of GOD, and at the head of all the heaven!y 
hoſts. - TIBOR | 

What thmk you of another privilege, mentioned by 
the apaſtle ? Qaur bodies urr the temple of the HOLY 
GHOST. Not your ſouls only, but your very bo- 
dies, are the ſhrine in which e ie and li ONE, 
that inhabiteth eternity, condeſcends to dwell. HE, 
who ſitteth between the cherubim, and walketh in the 
circuit, of the ſlies, is pleaſed to ſanctify theſe earthly 
tenements, and to chuſe them for his oven habitation. 
Is not this a auch grander embelliſtiment, than all their 
matchleſs contrivance and maſterly workmanſhip? Juſt 
as the rod which budded, and the anna which was mi- 
raculouſly preſerved ; the ſacred orarie of Urim and 
Thummim; with the chud'of glory covering the mer- 
cy- ſeat; were a much more eminent diſtinction to So- 
lomon's temple, than the molt heightened beautics of 
HORNET TL 0 ton oicf3. aginm 6), 

Nor muſt I omit. the dignity—the- tranſcendent and 
amazing-dignity—which is reſerved for theſe ſyſtems of 
fleſh,” at the reſurrechian of the juſt. They will then be 
refined and improved into. the moſt perfect tate, and 
the moſt, beauteous ſorm. Surpaſſing whatever is re- 


ſplendent and amiĩable in the moſt ornamental appearan- 


ces of material nature. They will be puter than the 
unſpotted firmament ; brighter than the -moRt; brilliant 
ſtars ; and, which exceeds; all parallel, which compre- 
hends all perfection, they will be ade li be unta EHRIST's 


* * p . . 
gloriounbedy l. Like that in bly: ghociotk body, 
0 i * 2 bod 2 da 11 4g „ ed 241 a1 5 inn 90 — oh 
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which the bleſſed JESUS wears in his celeſtial king” 
dom, and on his triumphant throne “. Ii 
When we add all theſe magnificent preragutivet, which 
are revealed in ſcripture, to all thoſe inimitable niceties, 
which are diſplayed by anatomiſts, what thankfulneſs, 
what admiration can equal ſuch a profuſion of favours ? 


u 


(42.6 a 
When all thy mercies, O my 60, 
My riſing foul ſurveys, N 
Tranſported with the view Pm bft 
In wonder, Ive, and praiſe! 
——— * * = 


DIALOGVE-. XI. 


4 : 
- 4 * 


HE morning had been wet. At noon the rain 
1 © ceaſed. But the heavens ſtill continued gloomy.— 
Towards evening, a gentle eaſtern gale ſprung up; 
which' diſſipated the dead calm, and cleared the face 
of the ſKy. The ſun, which had been muffled in clouds, 
dropped the veil. Diſengaged from the duſky ſhroud, 
he ſhone forth with peculiar ſplendour. His beams, en- 

en | ; 


This is a arcumltance, rather inexpreſſibly marvellous. Let 
the Chriſtian, Who, like the writer of this note, lunguiſhes under a 
ſickly conſtitution, think upon it with peculiar attention, and with 
peculiar pleaſure. The body of CHRIST is, if I miſtake not, the 
nobleſt and moſt finiſhed part of the material -creation.—To have 
formed it in the womb of the virgin, is, perhaps, the ſtrongeſt 
proof of the omnipotence and divinity of the blefled SPIRIT.— 
This body ftanils; as the firſt-born in the family of GOD, poſſeſſ- 
ing the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power. —In the 
mount, of | txatisfiguration, it “ ſhone like the ſun.” To Saul, in 
his journey towards Damaſcus, it ſhone ** above the brightneis of 
«The fun,“ And who can tell how illuſtriouſy it will thine, when 
the man CHRIST JESUS comes in the clouds of heaven, and takes 

his ſeat on the great tribunal ?— But this we can tell; of this we are 
ſurez bat theſe bodies of ours, thangh now ({@naTe Ti; , 
vn, Phil. dit 24) enfeebled by ſick neſs, polluted by ſin, and: 
Pon to be degraded in the duſl ; that theſe very bodics will, at our 
REDEEMER's appearing, be exalted to the ſame ſtate of purity 
and perfection, the ſame life of immortality and glory, with his 
own.—Bleſſed be GOD for this delightful hope! No reſtorative ſo 
6fhicaeious : no cordial ſo ſovertign. 

Dil deared 
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deared by their late ſuſpenſion, were doubly welcome, 
-and produced unuſual gaiety. 
Alt this juacture, Theron and Aſpaſio walked abroad. 
They walked alternately on the terraces; one of which 
was oppoſite to the country, the other contiguous to 
the parterre. Where the gales, impregnated with the 
freſheſt exhalations of nature, breathed the ſmell of 
meads, and fields, and groves.—Or elſe, thaking the 
cluſters of roſes, and fweeping the beds of fragrance, 
they flung 5ba/m and odours through the air. 
- At a diſtance were heard the bleatings of the flock, 

mingled with the lowings of the milky mothers. While 
more melodious muſic warbled from the neighbouring 
boughs, and ſpoke aloud the joy of their feathered in- 
habitants.—And not only ſpoke their joy, but ſpread 
an additional charm over all the landſcape. For, amidſt 
ſuch ſtrains of native harmony, the breathing perſumes 
ſmell more ſweet ; the ſtreaming rills ſhine more clear ; 
and the univerſal. proſpect looks more gay. 

'Then was I what Milton ſo delicately de- 
{cribes3 | 


| As 1 from e the duſty ab 
Aſcending, while the north wind ſlacpt, &erſpread 
Heavn's cheerful face, the low'ring element 
| Scowuls Ver the darken'd landſcape ſnow or ſpo rs 
- If chance the radiant ſun with ſarcæuel ſaueet 
Extend his ev ning beam, the fields revive, 
The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 
Aua their joy," tbat hill and valley ringe. 


With wonder and delight our friends obſerved, both 
the exquiſite beauty, and the immenſe magnificence of 
things. Lhey were ſtruck with the moſt profound ve- 
neration of that almighty MAJESTY, 2.9. hung the 
ſun in vaults of azure, and clothed his orb with robes 
of luſtre. Whoſe right hand ſpanneth the heavens *, and 
feretcbed them aut ar à tent, tor innumerable creatures, 
worlds, ſyſtems te dwell inf, — Charmed they were, at 


* Ifai. xlviii. 13. + Ti. xl. 22. 
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the conſideration of the CREATOR's boundleſs bene- 
ficence. Who lifts up the light of his countenance, and 
joy is ſhed; who opens his munificent hand, and plenty 
is poured throughout all the regions of the univerſe. 
Inſomnch, that even inanimate beings ſeem to ſmile 
under a ſenſe of the bieſſings: and though they find 
not à tongue to praiſe, yet ſpeak their a ations by 
their gladdened looks. B. I ba- 

Ther. How very different, Aſpaſio, is this delight - 
ful appearance of things, from your ill-favoured doc- 
trine of original guilt, and original depravity! Your 
doctrine is a contradiction to the language of nature, 
Nature ſays, through all her works, That GOD is 
« god, and men are made to be happy.” Whereas, 
your opinion would turn the whole world into a. valt 
hoſpital, and make every individual perſon, a /eper or 
a Lazarus. A. ho. 

Aſp." I join with my Theron, and with univerſal na- 
ture, in bearing witneſs to the goodneſs of our GOD. 
And nothing, I am perſuaded, diſplays it more, no- 
thing manifeſts it ſo much, as the doctrine of our /all in 
"Adam, connected with our recovery in CHRIST. — 
Only in one particular I am obliged to diſſent. It is 
not my opinion that would make, but the fin of our fore- 
father which has made the whole world an infirmary, 
and every individual perſon a leper. 

Ther. At this rate, you would crond into that /ngle 
a& of diſobedience, evils more numerous, and more ta- 
tal, than the plagues which were lodged in Pandora's 
box, or the troops which were ſtowed in the Trojan 
horſe. A | 
A. Far more numerous, and infinitely more perni- 
cious.— The fable of Pandora's box ſeems to have been 
a ſhred of the doctrine, picked up by the heathen wits, 
and faſhioned according to their ſportive fancy. This 
would, if there was any occaſion for. ſuch weak aſſiſt- 
- ance, bring in the Pagan theology as a ſubſidiary evi- 
dence to our 1 horſe poured ruin up- 
on a ſingle city; but the primitive tranſgreſſion entailed 
miſery upon all generations. 

Ther. You have advanced this heavy charge pretty 
ſtrenuouſly, I muſt confeſs. But without deſcending to 

Vol. I. Q q facts, 
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facts, or appealing to experience. All the invectives are 
general and declamatory, none pointing and particular. 
Aſp. It is eaſy, my dear friend, too eaſy to draw up 
a particular bill of indictment; and not only to /pecif; the 
facts, but to demonſtrate the charge. Experience, ſad 
experience will furniſh us with a Ts of witneſſes, and 
prove my remonſtrances to be more than invectives. 
Mere we to diſſect human nature, as, in our laſt con- 
ference, you treated the animal ſyſtem, we ſhould find 
the leproſy of corruption, ſpreading itſelf through our 
whole frame: for which reaſon, it is ſtyJed, by an in- 
ſpired writer, The old man *.”—O14, becauſe, in its 
commencement, it was early as the fall, and, in its com- 
munication to individuals, is coeval with their being. — 
Mau, becauſe it has tainted the body, infected the ſoul, 
and diſordered the whole perſon. | 
St. Paul, deſcribing a profligate converſation, ſpeaks 
in this remarkable manner, /ulfilling the defires 5f the 
n and of the mind +. By the deſires of the fleſh, he 
means theſe irregular inclinations, which correſpond 
with the auimal part of our conſtitution. By the de- 
fires of the mind, he denotes thoſe evil propenſities, 
which are more immediately ſeated in the intellectual 
faculties. And by both, he very ſtrongly expreſſes the 
total depravation of our nature. + 
Ther. What you call evil propenſities, I am apt to 
think, are not really ſinful, but appointed for the 7ria/ 
of our virtue.—Nay, ſince they are confeſſedly watura!, 
they cannot be in themſelves evil. Becauſe, upon this 
ſuppoſition, GOD, who is the author of our nature, 
would be the author alſo of our fin. _ "1 
Aſp. Then you imagine, that propenſities to evil, are 
void of guilt. This is the Pop; notion, but neither 
the Moſaic nor the Ape/tv/ic doctrine.— In the law of 
Moſes it is written, TZou./halt not covet. The divine 
LEGISLATOR. prohibits, not only the iniquitous 
practice, but the evil deſire.— The apoſtle gives it in 
charge to the Coloffians, Mortiſ your members, which 
are upon the tarth ; fornication, uncleanneſe, inordinale 


Rom. vi. 6. + Eph. it. 3, 4 Exad. xx. 17. 
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affection, and, which is the ſource of all, evil concupif- 
cence *, Now, muſt not that be ſinful, which is con- 
trary to GOD's holy nature, and a tranſgreſſion of his 
holy law? Can hat be free from guilt, which we are 
commanded to mortify ? Which, if not mortiſied, deno- 
minates us children of diſobedience, and ſubjects us to 
the wrath + of GOD ? 

Though thele propenſities are confeſſedly natural, 
they may be evil notwithſtanding. The ſacred writers 
repreſent what is natural as contrary to what is ſpiri- 
tual. Initead of commending it, as innocent, they con- 
demn. it as /497/þ t, baſe ||, and criminal g. Neither 
does this make the AUTHOR of our nature, the au- 
thor of our ſin. But it proves, that our nature has 
ſuſtained a deſtructive blaſt :. that it is quite different 
from its original ſtate: that, what is ſpoken of the //- 
raelitiſh people, is applicable to the haman race; Iplant- 
ed thee a noble vine, wholly a right ſeed; how then art 
thou turned into the degenerate plant of a ſtrong vine ? 

However, let us obſerve your propoſal : dwell no- 
longer on general hints, but deſcend to a particular ex- 
amination, As our examination will chiefly reſpe& the 
foul, let me inquire, what are her principal faculties ? 
Tuer. The under/tanding, the will, and the affedtions. 

Theſe are the moſt diſtinguiſhing powers, which that 

ueen of the human economy retains in her ſervice.— 

heſe, like the ſeveral diſtributions of ſome ample ri- 
ver, run through the whole man; to quicken, fertilize, 
and enrich all his converſation.— But you repreſent 
them bitter, as the waters of Marah; unwholeſome, as 
the ſtreams of Jericho; noxious, as the pottage prepar- 
ed for the ſons of the prophets. 
A. Nor is this a miſrepreſentation. For, ſuch they 

really are; till divine grace, like Moſes's wood , like 
Eliſha's ſalt *, or the meal ++ caſt in by that holy man 
of GOD, feuceten them, heal. them, and render their 
operations /alutary. 4 HOES 


Col. ii. 3. " + Col. iii. 6. þ 1 Cor. ii. 14. 


2 Pet. fi. 12. - - $ Eph. 3. 1 Jer. ü. 21. 
þ Exod. xv. 25. 2 Kings ii. 21, 22. 
2 Kings iv. 41. 8 


A2 The 
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The underſtanding claims our firſt regard.— This, 
however qualified to ſerve the purpoſes of civil life, is 


unable to diſcover the truths in which idem conſiſts; 


or to form the tempers from which happineſi flows. 

Loet us take our ſpecimen, not from the uncultivated 
frages of Afric, but from the politeſt nation in Eu- 
rope. — The Grecians piqued themſelves on their intel- 
IH acchmptithrienth. They termed all the reſt of 
mankind Barbarians. Yet, even theſe ſons of ſcience, 
frefeſſing themſelves wife, were, in fact, egregious lis. 
Not to enumerate the ſhocking immoralities, which the 
poets aſcribed to their deities. Not to infiſt upon the 
groſs idolatries, which the common people practiſed in 
their worſhip. Even their philoſophers, the moſt im- 
proved ag penetrating geniuſes, were unacquainted 
ich the very fr/? principle + of true religion. Even they 
could not pronounce, with an unfaultering tongue , 
That GOD is oxx.“ | 


5 Rom. 1. 22. | p 

4 The firſt of all the commandments is, Hear, O Iſrael, the LORD 
our GOD is ONE LUKD; and thou fhalt love the LORD, &c. 
Mark xii. 29. From which it appears, that the unity of the GO P- 
HEAD, is the foundation of all the divine commandments, aud of 
all human worſhip. That it is impoſſible to give the LORD the 
honour, due unto his name, unleſs we regard him as the poſſeſſor of 
perfection; to whom no being is equal, or ſecond, or in any de- 
grice comparable. ES, | 

t Unjauieriung=For though, in Plato's book of laws, we meet 
vith o Ot0g— Ts O - Os again and again; yet, be ſoon 
departs from this ſound ſpeech, and relapſes into the language of 
idolatry, © © FET Kors, vs Lt 

A learned and ingenious friend, would fain have Socrates ex- 
empted from this charge. —T wiſh I could gratify his benevolent 
temper, and ſpare that amiable philoſopher. But, however juſtly 
he may expreſs himſelf on ſome occalions, at other times he wavers; 
he evidently revolts; and is moſt pitiably inconſiſtent, with himſelf, 
Even in his excellent conference with Ariſtodemus, where he ar- 
gues admirably well for the exiſtence, he cannot ſteadily adhere te 
the unity of the GODHEAD.—Nay, in his laſt folemn apology be- 
fore his judges, he publicly rexounces the truth; declares, that he 
worſhipped rhoſe gods, which were acknou ledged by his country- 
men; worſhipped them, aud no other; on the ſame feſtivals, at 
the ſame altars, and in the ſame Cidolatrous) manner. — No gather: 


theſe are his words, Ov]s ae s{w[s a As, u. Hexs, xa r 


(vv 


Ther. 
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Ther. With regard to the philoſophers, the prejudi- 
ces of a wrong education, might pervert their judg- 
ment; or, in compliance with the prevailing mode, they 
might adopt cultoms, and aſſent to notions, which they 
did not thoroughly approve. 

Ape. A pcor compliment this to their integrity? Had 
I been their advocate, methinks, I would have given 
up the ſagacity of my clients, rather than their fidelity 
to the cauie of GOD and of truth 

With reference to the ſupreme GOOD, they were 
equally at a loſs.—There is not one among all the ir f.. 
or creatures; not even the crawling worm, or the buz- 
zing fly; but perceives what is lengfeial, and purines 
it; diſcerns what is pernicious, and avoids it. Yonder 
eaterpillar, whoſe nouriſhment is from one particular 
ſpecies of vegetables, never makes a wrong application 
to another: never is allured by the fragrance of the au- 
ricula, or dazzled by the ſplendour of the tulip ; but con- 
ſtantly diſtinguiſhes, and as conſtantly adheres to the leaf, 
which affords her the proper food. So ſagacicus are 
the, meaneſt animals, with relation: to their reſpective 
happineſs ! While the molt. celebrated of the heathen {a- 

es were, on a ſubject of the very ſame. import, mere 
dotards. Varro reckons up, no leſs than two hundred 
and eighty · eight different opinions, concerning the true 
good ; and not one of them derives it from the true 
ſource. I mean a conformity to the eyer-blefſed GOD, 
and an enjoyment of his infinite pertcctions.. | 


(Ii Tdlow Ota, ali N Tw1-xave; Aryeocuy, Mi h, £16" 
ee AA Brss ararifnvz. SOCRAT. Memor. Lib, 1. 

C. i. dect. 11, 24. | | T . 

Let none conclude, from this cr-any other paſſage, that we would 
conſign over all the hezthens to dam nation. This is as far from 

our intention, as it is foreign to the argument. We are.only like 
witneſſes, ſummoged ta; give in qur evidence From wu. ich it ap- 
ars, that the very beſt 1mong the Gentiles, were ignorant 5 
trus GOD; or, if they ne him, in any dey re-, they glorified Him 

nai as GOD, but become warn in ther imaginaiion, and vile in their 
we ribip.—/hether they (hail obtain mercy, or-which, of them (ill 
de objects of divine clemency, is left y to the determination of - 
their ſupreme, unerriog, righteous JUDGE : 


Nen ram eſt tantas companere Lites. VI IG. 


q 3: W,, 
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If, on theſe leading points, they were fo erroneous ; 
no wonder that they were bewildered in their other 
reſearches: No wonder, that, being thus Holiſ, they 
were alſo diſohedient; that, having la “ their way to 
happineſs, they took every deceiver for a guide, and 
ſerved divers lafts. and pleaſuror:- LIE 

"Ther. We are not inquiring into the circamſtances 
of this or that particular nation; but into the ſtate of 
mankind in general. | 

Aſp. Caſt your eye, Theron, upon thoſe ſwallows. 
They ſhoot thernſelves, with ſurprifing rapidity, through 
the air. I ſhould take them for ſo many living arrows, 
were it not for their ſhifting, winding, wanton mo- 
tions.—Are not theſe what you call birds of paſſage ? 
Ther. Thefe, and ſome other of the feathered race, 
are our conſtant vifitants in ſummer; but leave us, at 
the approach of winter. As ſoon as the weather be- 
comes cold, they aſſemble themſelves in a body, and 
concert meaſures for their departure. Mio convenes 
the aſſembly — What debates ariſe—Or how they com- 
municate the reſolution taken do not preſume to 
ſay. This is certain, that not one of them diſlodges, 
till the affair is ſettled, and the proclamation has been 
publiſhed. Not a fingle loiterer is to be ſeen, when the 
troops are preparing for their decampment; nor a ſin- 
gle ſtraggler to be found, when they have once begun 
their march. — Having finiſhed their journey through 
the land, their wings become a ſort of ſaĩls f; and they 
launch, though not into, yet over the ocean. Without 
any compaſs, to regulate their courſe; or any chart, to 
make obſervations in their voyage; they arrive {ately 
at the deſired ſhore. And what. is ſtill more extraordi- 
1 they always find the readieſt way, and the ſhort- 
elt cut. | Me | 

- Aſp. The flork in the heavens knoweth ber appointed 

dimes; and the turtle, and the crant, and the fwalha, n 


« Py PR—y —_— 80 — PERS - . 8 8 


Waere 


„Tit. ii. 3. The original is 26. The caſe of the 
Grecians and Romans was touched upon, pag. 376. But the true 


deciſion af this inquiry, and the true character of thoſe-peaple, may N 
be ſcen, Rom. i. 21, 22, &c. to the.end of the chapter. 0 
+ Remigio Alaram. VI IC. 6 


obſerve 


— 
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22 the time of their coming : but my people ln. not 
the judgment of their GD“. The young ones of thoſe 
birds perceive, how abſolutely neceſſary it is, to forſake 


the land of their nativity, and travel in queſt of milder 


climes.— But our offspring, even when their minds be- 
gin to open, are brutiſh in their Inoaleige g. Born they 
are, and too long continue, lite the auild af7”'s colt }. 
Not only quite yy Shox of heavenly : wiſdom, but ſtu- 


pid to apprehend it, and averſe to receive it. Ar ſcorn 


as they are born, they go aſtray, and— F 
' Ther. Go aſtray To what is this owing, but to the 
bad examples they behold ? They catch the way ward ha- 

bit, from the irregular converſation of others. 
Aſp. Is not this a confirmation of my point? Why 
are they yie/dimg clay || to each bad imprethan ? Caſe- 
hardened ſteel to every edifying application? To do 


miſchief; to be proud of their apparel, to ſeek rev 5. 


they are not teachable only, but ſelf-taught. Where- 


as, if you would affect them with à ſenſe of divine 
tlings, or bring them acquainted with GOD their 
maker; Line muſt be upon line, line upon line e precept 
mult he up precepts prerepl upon prerept. lere a litth, 
and there a little What further corroborates my ſenti · 
4 5 Nn ene ane ment, 


er vin. . er u. tee | | 

I Job xi. 12, How keenly is this compariſon pointed !—Like. 

the 4%½, an animal remarkable for its ſtupidity, even to a proverb,, 

Like the afs's colt, which muſt be ſtill more egregiouſiy ſtupid than 

the dam. —Like the wild ag colt, x hich is not only blockiſh, but 

ſtubborn ad, intractable; neither poſſe ſſes valuable qualities by na- 
re, nor ill eaſily. receive them by diicipline.— Ilie image, in the 


original, is yet more ſtrongly touched. The comparative particle 
Ile is not in the Hebrew; hn a wild aſs's coll, or, as we ſhould. 
, S i - " $f 14 , 


ſay in Eapliſh, a mere wild,  &c.- 

| Cereus in vitium flefti. e 
8 This is evident, from the faccefs of a method; frequently but 
unjadicii uſty uſed to quiet children. The method I micay, of beats 
ing the thing which has raiſed their indignation. 

+ A great critic has laid down the fullowiog rule, to be obſerved 
in fie writing 3 4 {ISLGTR AR 7 3 K | : þ | 0 
it ust enviigh no harſbneß gives gn, * 
The ſound — be 2 22 N 

Pope U on Criticifm, 


Never 


— — 
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ment, is, that all theſe tender toils of erudition are gene- 
rally unwelcome ; are too often unſuccefsful ; nay, will 
always be ineffectual, without the concurrence of al- 
mighty grace. 

Belides, Theron, if this propenſity to evil be obſerva- 
ble in all children, it ſeems more than probable, that the 
unhappy bias is derived from their parents, rather than 


eatched from their neighbours ; and owing, not to the 


influence of external examples, but to a principal of 
internal corruption . Neglect the education of chil- 
dren, and you are ſure to have their manners evil, their 
lives unprofitable. Nay, only remit your endeavours, 
and they loſe what has been gained: they ſtart aſide, 


Eke a broken bow T. And wherefore this? Why do 


they not, without the rules of diſcipline or leſions of 
inſtruction, /pontarcouſly addict themſelves to the exer- 
eiſe of every virtue? Juſt as the cygnets, in yonder ca- 
nal, ſpontaneouſly take to the clement. of water, and 
the act of ſwimming. hated 

That bed, in the garden before us, will ſuggeſt the 
reaſon. It has been digged and dreſſed this very day. 
It now lies ſmooth wy clean. Not a ſingle weed ap- 
gears on its own furface.. Yet, how certainly will it, 
in a very little time, produce à plenteous growth ot 
thoſe vegetable nuiſances ?—Whence can this proceed ? 
No hand will ſow them. No with: will invite them. 
But the /eeds, though unperceived by any eye, are #/- 
ready there. Diſſeminated by the wings, they have 


mixed themſelves with the mould, and are ſunk into the 
ſoil —S0,, juſt ſo, it is with. our children, The ſeeds 


Never was this delicate maxim more nicely exemplified, than in 
the above-cited paſſage of Iſaiah, chap. xxvili. 13.— Another in- 
ſta nce ot the ſame kind occurs in the; ſeventh verſe. | Where the 


language ſeems to mimic the reeling, ſiragging, giddy motions of a 


drunkard ; while u itcrates. and reiterates the. idea; expreſies the 


ſame thing, in a Hifferent and ſtill different manner; with an appa- 


rent, and, in this caſe, a ſignificant circumretation of words. 
+ St. Pen} conſeſſes, that he aud his ſellow-ſaints were, in their 


wnconverted ſtate; depraved: and this, not di Tar , by c:/- 
tom or habit, but Pvou, by nature. Eph. ii. 3. 
—— 4d mores natura recurt it. 


Damugles, fiza & mutari nc ia. | a Jo vxx. 
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of iniquity are iin them; and, unleſs proper di- 
ligence be exerted by us, unleſs gracious aſſiſtance be 


vouchſafed from above, they will aſſuredly ſpring up ; 


over-run their ſonls ; and diſhonour their lives. 

Ther. Let us leave the children, and make en the 
ſubje& of our inquiry. 

Ab. In this reſpect, Theron, 


Men are but children of a larger growth. | 


We may leave the veſt or hanging-ſleeve coat, but we 
ſhall ſtill find the follies of the child. —In youth, what 
low ambition, and fondneſs for deſpicable pleaſures.— 
In manhozd, what a keen purſuit of tranſitory wealth; 
et what a cold inattention to GOD and holineſs! 
Men, and men too of enlarged underſtanding, whoſe 
penetration on other ſubjects, is piercing as the eagle's 
bght, are, on the moſt important points, ind as the 
incaverned mole. | | 
Ther. What! is the underitanding like the moſt dimr- 


Ae animal, when lodged in her darkeſt retirement? 


at ſublime faculty of the ſoul, Which lends her eye 


to all the reſt; fits at the helm, and directs their mo- 
tions! | | 

Aſp. You remember, I preſume, that beautiful paſ- 
ſage in Milton ; which Mr. Addiſon fo highly ad- 
mires, and fo judiciouſly illuſtrates. The paſſage I 
mean, where the archangel Michael comes down, to 
advertiſe Adam of future events, and to execute the 
ſentence of divine jultice. | 
Dyer. IT remember it perfectly well. —In the eaſt, the 
great light of day lies under an eclipſe. In the weit, 
a bright cloud deſcends, more luminous than the ſun 
itſelf, The whole theatre of nature is darkened, that 
this glorious machine may appear in all its magnifi- 
cence and beauty.—From this radiaut meteor, the p9- 


®* Whoever chuſes to examine the ſeeds, the poiſonous ſeeds, 
which are lodged in this n«rſery of all evil, may fee a ſample of 
them in our LORD's deicription, Mark vii. 20, 21, 22, 23- 


Where he characteriſes the heart, not barely of the hypocritical | 


Phariſce, or the abandoned publican, but of mankind in geacral. 
+ Book XI. 203, Cc. ; 


tentate 
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tentate of heaven alights ; and advances, with a majeſ- 
tic ſtatelineſs, to meet Adam. F | 
Aſp. Should yowſee ſuch an auguſt perſonage, alight- 
ing trom his ſplendid chariot, and walking amidit the 
thronged ſtreets of a city Should you behold every 
one intent upon his buſineſs or diverſions ; truck with 
no awe z paying no reverential regard to this celeſtial 


_ vilitant; what would you think? 


Ther. I ſhould certainly ſuſpect, that ſome ſuperior 
power had drawn a veit over their fight, and hid this 
wonderful ſpectacle from their view. 

Aſp. Such is really the caſe with all mankind by na- 

ture, and with the generality of people, during their 
whole life.—GOQD, the infinitely great GOD, is in 
every place: yet how few advert to his preſence !—All 
nature exhibits. him to their ſenſes 3 yet, perhaps, he 
is not in any of their thoughts. 
The ſun, clothed in tranſcendent brightneſs, moſt 
illuſrioully diſplays his MAKER's glory. The moon, 
though dreſt in fainter beams, has luſtre enough to 
ſhew us the adorable DEITY, and his marvellous per- 
fections. The ſtars, fixed as they are at an unmeaſur- 
able diſtance, and /efened almoit to a point, come in 
with their evidence, and magnify. their CREATOR to 
a gazing but, unaffected world. | | 
Ihe air ers his clemency in the gentle, the re- 
freſhing gales of ſpring. If we take no notice of this, 
ſoft perſuaſive. addreſs, the tone is elevated; the majeſ- 
ty of JEHOVAH uud. aloud, in roaring winds, and 
rending ſtorms. Vet bath expedients fail. Man is like 
the deaf adder, that ſtoppeth her ears. He refuſeth to 
hear the voice of the charmers, charm they ever ſo 
ſweetly, ever fo forcibly. | 

Each flower, arrayed in beauty, and breathing per- 
fume, courts our affections for its. infinitely amiable 
AUTHOR. Not a bird that ſings among the branch- 
es, nor a brook, that murmurs over the pebbles, but in- 
Vites. our praiſe, or chides our ingratitude.—A1l the 
claſſes. of truits depoſit their atteſtation on our palates, 
yet ſeldom reach our hearts. Fhey gave us a proof of 
the divine benignity; a proof, as undeniable as it is 
pleaſing, and too often as inef2&ua! allb. 


In: 


a 81 


Dial. 13. THE RON axv AS P ASIO. 467 


In ſhort ; the whole creation is a kind of magnifi- 
cent embaſſy from its almighty LORD; deputed to 
proclaim his excellencies, and demand our homage. Yet, 
who has not diſregarded the former, and with-held the 
latter — How few walk, as ſeeing HIM that is invi- 
ſible, or have fellowſhip with the FATHER of fpirits ? 
Though, to walk before Him is our ige dignity ; 
and to have fellowſhip with Him, is our any fehcity ? 

Ther. This is owing to inattertion, rather than to 
any blindneſs or defect in man's underſtanding. The 
many works of genius, which have been produced in 
various ages, are an abundant proof of his intellectual 
capacity. Have not the ſeas been traverſed, and the 
Fries meaſured? Has not the earth been diſemboweleU 
of its choicelt treaſures; while its ſarface is beautified 
with towns, cities, palaces, innumerable What fine 
arts are invented and exerciſed ; and to what a pitch 
of perfection are they carried? Arts that ſeem, if not 
to exceed, at leaſt to i nature. It was the under- 
ſtanding, which formed all theſe great deſigns. It was 
the underſtanding, which contrived the means, and 
conducted the execution. And are not theſe unque- 
ſtionable evidences of her very ſuperior abilities? 

Aſp. Then ſhe is like ſome great empreſs, who con- 
quers half the world, but is unable to rule herſelf Who 
extends her regulations into foreign climes, while her 
domeſtic affairs are involved in conſuſion. Do you 
doubt the reality of this remark ? Set yourſelf to me- 
ditate upon the moſt intereſting traths. How deſul- 
tory, how incoßerent are your thoughts: Charge them 
to be collected. They diſobey your orders. Rally 
the undiſciplined vagrants. Again they deſert the 
taik:=Exert all your power, and keep them cloſe to 
their buſineſs. Still they elude your 'endeavours. 

The other day, I could not forbear ſmiling at a 
kttle adventure of your youngeſt ſon. Some 'guick- 
_filver, which happened to be ſpilt upon the floor, 
parted into ſeveral globules. The ſhining balls look- 
ed fo prettily, he longed to make them his-own. But 
when he offered to take them up, they ſlipt from 
his hand. As oſten as he renewed the attempt, ſo 
often he met with a diſappointment. The cloſer he 

ſtrove 
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ſtrove to p them, the more ſpeedily they eſcaped 
from his fingers. He ſeemed, at firſt, to be ama- 
zed ; then became quite angry, that the little g/ 
tives ſhould ſo conſtantly bafle his repeated efforts. — 
Thus unmanageable I very often find my own 
thoughts. If yours are under no better regimen, 
this may convince us both, that all is not accord- 
ing to the original creation. 
We apply ourſelves to converſe with the everlaſt- 
ing GOD in prayer. Here, one would expect to 
have the thoughts all clearneſs, and all compoſure. 
But here we are nat ſufficient of ourſelves, to think any 
thing as of ourſelves *. All thoſe holy ideas, which 
xereate reverence, or ſtrengthen faith, or quicken love, 
come from the FATHER of lights. Should H 
withdraw his influence, all will be dull, and dark, and 
dead.—It may be, we are ſomewhat enlivened in this 
ſacred exerciſe ; before we are aware, perhaps in the 
very midſt of the ſolemn office, our attention is in- 
ted ; and not diſſipated only, but ſcattered to the ends 
of the earth. The GOD of all glory is forſaken, and 
the devotion paid to ſome ſenſeleſs foppery. A male- 
factor, begging his life at the knees of his ſovereign ; 
and diſcontinuing his ſuit, in order to careſs a /ap-dog, 
or purſue a butterfly, is but a faint image of the vani- 
ty which attends our devotional ſervices, —Reaſon, 
which ought to correct theſe irregularities, is treated 
like the incredulous lord; who, inſtead of controlling 
the unruly multitude, was overborne by their impetu- 
oſity, and trodden under foot f. * 
Since then the reins are ſtruck out of our hands, 
and we have loſt the rule over our own faculties ; ſure- 
ly, we are in a ſtate different, very different from our 
primitive conſtitution. -.. | | 
Ter. However inſenſible to refned ſpeculation, the 
underſtanding, when intereſ is in the. caſe, is appre- 
henſive enough. | | 


Aſp. In temporal +, not in ſpiritual affairs. —Your 


younger brother, Theron, is a merchant. We will 


* 2 Cor. iii. 5. 12 Kings vil. 17. 
. + Called therefore by the apeſtte, fleſpiy wiſdom, and oppoſed to 
the grace of GOD. 2 Cor. i. 12. - Pte] 
2701 ſnppoſe 
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ſuppoſe him at the ſea · ſide; within a ſmall diſtance of 
the veſſel, on which a conſiderable part of his ſubſtance 
is embarked. We will ſuppoſe the veſſel in the utmoſt 
diſtreſs ; ready to founder with her leaks, or to ftrike 
upon the rocks. —If he diſcovers no ſign of concern; 
calls in no aſſiſtance from the country; makes no et- 
fort to ſave the crew, and ſecure the cargo; would 
you not think him bereaved of his underſtanding, cr 
deprived of his fight ?—Could you conceive a more ſa- 
vourable opinion of his eyes or his intellect, it, in- 
ſtead of trying every method to prevent a ſhipwreck, 
he ſhould amuſe himſelf with picking ell from the 
ocean, or drawing figures on the ſand ? 
We, and every one of our fellow-creatnres, have an 
intereſt in jeopardy, unfpeakably more precious, than 
all the rich lading of a thouſand fleets. Our ſouls, 
our immortal fouls, are expoſed every day, every hour, 
to the peril of everlaſting deſtrudtion. Every temptation 
is threatening to their endleſs welfare, as a ridge of 
craggy rocks to a ſhip that drives before the ſtrongeſt 
gale. —Yet, how unconcerned are mankind ? Where is 
their holy fear? Where their godly jealouſy ? Where 
their wakeful circumſpection? Rather, what a gay iu- 
ſenſibility is obſervable in their behaviour? Or elſe, 
what a {ifeleſs formality prevails in their ſupplications ? 
Their ſupplications to that Almighty BEING, who 
alone is able to ſave and to deſtroy. Was not the hu- 
man underitanding both darkened and beſotted, we 
thould ſee our neighbours, we ſhould feel ourſelves 
awakened, into much the ſame earneſt ſolicitude as 
the diſciples exprefied, when, perceiving the waves boi- 
ſterous, and their bark ſinking, they cried, Lord ! ſave 
ws! We periſh ! IO 

But alas! in things of an unſeen nature, though of 
eternal conſequence, intereſ, that habitual darling of 
every heart, loſes its engaging influence. Nay ; when 
eternity, all-important eternity is at ſtake, even /e//- 
Prefervation is ſcarce any longer a governing principle. — 
What can be more deplorable? And, if we admit not 
- * of original corruption, what ſo unaccount- 
able? 8 . 

Ther. This, I muſt confeſs, is true, wich regard to 
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the A rabble. To them may be accommoda- 

ted the remark of Auguſtus, who, when he ſaw ſome 

foreign females carryi ng apes m their arms inſtead of 
1 


infants, ſaid to one of his courtiers ; “ Have the wo- 
men of thoſe countries no children, that they are ſo 
« fond of ſuch deſpicable animals ??— he vulgar are 
ſo immerſed in ſecular cares, that one might indeed be 
tempted to aſk ; “ Have thoſe people 79 ſouls, that 
« buying and ſelnng. cating and drinking, engro!s 
„their whole concern?“ - But perſons o rank and 
education think in a more exalted manner. 

Afp. Do you then imagine, that an elevation of cir- 
cumitances ſets the affections on things above? Or, that 
it is the pecnliar infelicity of the vulgar, to grovel in 
their defires ?—Gold, I believe, is more likely to in- 
creaſe, than to dilipate the fog on the intellectual fa- 
culties. Abundance of poſſeſſions, inſtead of diſenga- 

Ling the heart, faſten it more inſeparably to the earth. 
nen ſaperiour attainments in learning, if not ſanctifi- 
ed by grace, ferve only to render the owner ſomewhat 
more refined in his follies, or vainly to puff up bis feſp- 
/y mind *,— But compariions, between the various cluſ- 
ics of mankind; are as utclets as they are invidious. 
None, in either condition, attend to the things which 
make for their peace, till they are awakened from their 
lethargy, by the quickening SPIRIT of CHRIST. 
And even then we cannot but obſerve evident indica- 

tions of much remaining blindneſs. 
How apt are ſuch perſons to miſtake the way of fal- 
vation % To place tkeir own works for a foundation of 
hope, inſtead of CHRIST, the Rock of ages? Think- 
ing, by their own performances, to avi, not ſeeking 
from ummnerited grace to receive, the inheritance of 
eternal glory. Which is more abſurdly vain, than to 
offer toys as an equivalent for thrones; or to dream of 
purchaling diadems with a mite.—T hey are alſo prone 
to miſapprehend the nature of holineis. Are zealous 
to regulate the external conduct, without attending to 
the renovation of the Heart in outward forms elabo- 
75 * Fate; 1 with reſpect to inward ſandlity, leſs, if at all, ex- 


* Col. il. 18. 


act. 


* 
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act. A labour juſt as prepoſterous, as to ſkin over 
the ſurface of a wound, while it feſters at the bottom, 
and conſumes the bone. 

Give me leave to atk, Theron; When our LORD 
declares, Unleſs a man be born again, le cannot enter in- 
t the kingdom of heaven *; when he ſpeaks of eating his 
fi2/ſh, and drinking his blood + ; when you hear. or read 
of union with the bleſſed JESUS, or communion with 
the moſt high GOD ; is there not a cloud, if not total 
darkneſs, on your mind | ?—- How erroneous was the 
Plalmiſt himlelt, in his judgment concerning the divine 
diſpoſals ? S fecliſh was 1 and ignorant, even as it were 
a bea/t, or as the verieſt heaſt, before thee ||, — The voice 
of experience therefore will atteſt; what the word of re- 
velation has averred, that e natural man, be his in- 


* ſohn iti. 3. + John vi. £4. 

+ With regard to the myſteries of CHRIST, the greateſt profi- 
cients are but obe acuti, dull even in their acuteneſs.— What ſays 
the wiſe Agur? An invaluable fragment of whoſe works is preſer- 
ved in the book of Proverbs; Surely, I am more brutiſh than any man, 
and have not the uude i ſtanding of a man, even though the following. 
verſes beſpeak the very ſingular elevation and extent of his know- 
ledge. Prov. xxx. 2.—Conformably to the experience of this excel- 
tent man, I have always obſerved, that, the more enlightened people 
are, the more they lament their ignorance; the more they pant after 
a continual progreſs in heavenly knowledge; the more they pray for 
clearer, ſtil} clearer manifeſtations of the iricomprehenſible GOD, 
and his tranſcendently rich grace in CHRIST JESUS. | 

11 2 whether Aſpa ſio's tranflation comes fully up to tho 
emphaſis of the original The comparative particle is omitted in the 
Hebrew. As ſoftens and palliates the matter. Therefore the Pſal - 

x miſt, tu expreſs the deepeſt ſenſe of his ignorance, ſays, I was 4 
beaſt, yea, the verieſt dea; rroga PAL ll. 22.—[n figures equal- 
ty ſtrogg, and equally abafing, is this blindricfs of our fallen nature 
deſcribed by the writers of the New. Teſtament. Men, in their naa 
tural ſtate, are children of darkneſs ; nurſed up by ignorance, and to- 
tally ſabjett to its influence. 1 Theſſ. v. 3. They walt in darkneſs : 
it is the very element, in which they live and move. John xii. 35. 
Nay 5: they are not ouly ig darkneſs; but darkneſs:it/elf. Eph. v. 8. 
Their fouls are like the region, which Job, with ſuch ipimitable 
energy, deſeribes; 4 laud of darkneſs, gloomy and horrible as /e 

«dew of death, where all is confuſion, without any order; and il e 
very ſig bi, or that which ſhould illuminate the difmal ſhades, is e 
blackneſs of darkneſs. Job x. 22.— Let me clofe my note with the 
candid but weighty ſentence, which. cloſes Xenophon's hiſtory of 
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tellectual abilities ever ſo pregnant, or ever ſo impro- 
ved, cannot know the things of the SPIRIT of God +: 
He has no fight to diſcern their beauty; no taſte to re- 
ih their ſweetneſs. Nay, thongh they are the pureſt 
light, and the moſt perfect wiſdom, to him they appear, 
not only dark and obſcure, but even fooliſhneſs itſelt. 
Woulcd this be the caſe, if the underſtanding was not 
grextly depraved? Should it be difficult for your ear to 
liftinguifh the diverfity of ſounds, or for your eye to 
diſcern the variety of colours, would you not conclude, 
that the organs were very much impaired ? 

Dyer. I'think, you have treated the underſtanding, 
as Zopyrus ſerved his own body“, when he went over 
to the enemy.—Do yon intend to mangle the other fa- 
eulties at the ſame unmerciful rate ? Bet 

Aſp. That nobleman made the wounds, which disfi- 
gured his fleſh. I have only probed the ſores, which 
were found in the underſtanding. If I have touched 
the quick; and put the patient to pain, it is only to fa- 
cilitate the operation of medicine, and make way for a 
cure. Hut permit me to aſk, wherein does the excel- 
lJency of the human wil confiſt'?” 

Tuer. In following the guidance of reaſon, and ſub- 
mitting to the influence of proper authority. 
- Aſp. The will, I fear, rejects the government of 
reaſon; and it is undeniably certain, that it rebels 
againſt the authority of GGP. 
Caſt your eye upon that eum of horſes, with which 
onder countryman is ploughing his fallow ground. No 
leſs than five; of thoſe robuſt "animals are linked roge- 
ther, and yield their ſubmiſſive necks to the draught. 
They have more ſtrength than twenty men, yet are 
managed by à Angie lad. They not only Rand in awe 
of the laſh, but liſten to the voice of their driver. They 
turn to the right hand or to the left; they quicken 
their pace, or ſtop ſhort in the furrow, at the bare in- 
timation of his pleaſure.— Are abe equally obedient to 
the calls, to che exhortations, the expreſs injunctions of 
our heavenly LORD? The bleſſed JESUS ſpoke at the 


: 


: 45 Cor- ih. 24s: by . 
e Ro LI ' Ancieut Hift. Vol. III. p. 46. 


beginning, 
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beginning, and the world was made. He ſpeaks by his 
providence, and the univerſe is upheld. When he ſhall 
ſpeak at the laſt day, the heavens will paſs away, and 
the earth be diſſolved. Yet he ſpeaks to us in his divine 
word, and we turn a deaf ear to his addreſs. He ſpeaks 
in tender expoſtulations, and no melting of heart en- 
ſnes, He ſpeaks in precious promiſes, and no ardent 
deſires are enkmdled.— The will, whieh in theſe caſcs 
ought to be turned as avax to the ſeal, is unimprefiel 
and inflexible as an iron few. 

Ther. The human will is conſtantly inclined to pre- 
ſerve, accommodate, and make its poſſeſſor happy. Is 
not this the right poſition in which it. ſhould always 
ſtand? or the molt defirable dzredion that can be given 
to its mot ions? 

Ajp. | ſhould be glad, if fact bore witneſs to your aſ- 
ſertion. But fact, I apprehend, is on the contrary 
ſide.— I took notice, as we came along, of ſome au- 
baſily employed on a little hillock. = you made 
any obſervations, Theron, on this reptile community ? 

Ther. It is a little republic“. They inhabit a kind 
of oblong city, divided into various ſtreets. They are 
governed by laws, and regulated by politios, of their 
own. Their magazines are commodiouſly formed, and 
jadiciouſly guarded againſt the injuries of the weather. 
Some are defended: by an arch made of carth, and ce- 
mented. with a peculiar fort of glue. Some are covered' 
with rafters of {lender wood, and thatched with ruſhes: 
or graſs. The roof is always raiſed with a: double flope,, 
to turn away the current of the waters, and ſhoot the. 
rain from their ſtore-houſes.. They all be//zr themſclves: 
with inceſſant aſſiduity, while the air is ſerene ; while 
the roads are good.; and abundance of looſe grain lies 
ſcattered over the fields. — By theſe precautions, they 
live ſecure, when ſtorms embroil the tky ;. they want no 
manner of conveniency, even when winter lays waſte 
the plains. | Thx ; 

ip. Do we improve ſo diligently our preſent oppor- 
tunities ? This life is the ſeed- time of eternity. Do we 
huſband the precious moments, like perſons ſenſible of 


* See N.4. Diſpl. Vol. TI. | 
KEY their 
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their unſpeakable importance? Senſible, that, if we tri- 
fle and are indolent, they will be irrecoverably gone, 
and we irretrievably ruined. | 

_ Sickneſs, we know not how ſoon, may invade us, 
pain may torment us, and both may iſſue in our final 
diflolution. Are we duly aware of theſe awful changes, 
and properly ſolicitous to put all in order for their ap- 
proach ?—We walk (alarming thought!) upon the very 
brink: of death, reſurrection, and judgment. Do we 
walk, like wife virgins, with our loins girt ; with our 
lamps trimmed; in a {tate of continual readineſs for the 
heavenly BRLIDEGROOM's advent? | 

Thokg ants have no guide, overſeer, or ruler, Yet they 
prepare their meat in the ſummer, and gather their food in 
the harveſt *, We have all theſe, yet neglect the time 
of our viſitation.—We have GOD's unerring word to 
ide us; GO D's ever-watehſul eye to overſee us; 

GO D's ſovereign command to rule and quicken us. 
Notwithſtanding all theſe motives, is not the ſpeech of 
the ſluggard the very language of our conduct, & liitle 
more ſleep, a little more flumber, a little more folding of the 
tanus to fleep T. The moſt ſupine indifference, where 
all poſſible diligence is but juſt ſufficient !—This, you 
muit allow, is the true character of mankind in general. 
And does this demonſtrate the rectitude of their will. 

Tier. The underſtanding may be ſaid to carry the 
torch, the will to hold the balance. Now, the perfec- 
tion of a balance conſiſts in being ſo nicely poiſed, as to 
incline at the lea touch, and preponderate with the 
lighteſt weight. This property belongs, without all 
dilpute, to the human will. 

Prov. vi. 7. | 

+ There is, if 1 miſtake not, a nice gradation in this ſpeech of 
the fluggard ; ſuch as very naturally mimics the manner of that I:zy 
creature, —He pleads, firſt, for fore confiderable degree of indul- 
| A little r that is too much to be granted, he craves 

ome ſmaller toleration of his floth, 4 ile flumber.— If the taſk- 
malter ſtill rings in his ear; ſtill goads his fide; oe almoſt ſees the 
dull wretch, rubbiug his heavy eyes, and yawning out his laſt re- 
queſt, A e folding of the bands at leaſt to lic down, 250% ET pan 
Frov. vi. 20,— When ſuch is our conduct with regard to eternal in- 
tereſts, how juſtly may we apply that ſpirited expoſtulation of the 


Poet, . | 
Tantamne rem tam negligenter{ £ 
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Aſp: What, if one of your ſcales ſhould deſcend to 
the ground, though charged with trifles, that are light 
as air? If the other ſhould kick the beam, though its 
- contents be weightier than talents of gold ?—ls not this 
an exact repreſentation of our will, when the feeting 
pleaſures of ſenſe, or the puny intereſts of time, excite 
our wiſhes ; even while the ſolid delights of religion, 
and the immenſely rich treaſures of immortality, can 
hardly obtain our attention ?—However, let us quit the 
metaphor, and examine fact. Suppoſe I make it ap- 
pear, that, inſtead of chuſing the moſt eligible objects, 
the will is ſo deplorably vitiated, as to /zthe what is ſa- 
hatary, and be fond of what is baneful. | 

Ther. If you prove this to be univerſally the caſe, 
you will prove your favourite point with a witneſs. 

Aſp. When Providence is pleaſed to thwart our mea- 
ſures, or defeat our endeavours; to bring us under the 
cloud of diſgrace, or lay upon us the rod of affliction; 
what is our behaviour: Do we bow our heads in hum- 
ble reſignation? Do we open our mouths in thank/u/ ac- 
knowledgments ?—Obſerve the waters in that elegant 
octangular baſon. They aſſimilate themſelves, with the 
utmoſt readineſs, and with equal exactneſs, to the veſſel 
which contains them. So would the human will, if it 
were not extremely froward and fooliſh, conform itſelf 
to the divine, which is unerringly wiſe, and, of all 
poſſible contingencies, incomparably the beſt *.—Yet, 
how apt are we to fret with diſquietude, and ſtruggle 
under afflictive diſpenſations, as a wild'bull in a net? 

T her, This is a very imperſect proof, Aſpaſio, and 
correſponds with only part of your accuſation. We may 
diſlike what is wholeſome, efpecially if it be unpalatable, 
yet not be fond of our bane. 1 | 

Ap. Should you ſee a perſon, who thirſts after the 


This ſeems to be the meaning of the prophet, ]]] privy nm 
Iiai xxvi. 7. Not The way of the juſt is vprightneſs—A tente, which 
the couſtruction of the words will but difficultly admit; which, in 
the preſent connection, is hardly conf.ſtent with humility, and by 
no means -pioper to introduce a devotional addreſs to the great 
Jt HOVAH. Rather GOD, way to the juft is uprightneſs, or, Hill 
more emphatically, «prightneſſes. Is in all reſpects irreprovable, ex- 
ceilent, admirable ; ſuited, perfectly ſuited, to every ſacred attribute 
of wilceam, goodneſs, and truth, | 

putrid 
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putrid lake, but diſreliſhes the clear running fountain; 
who longs for the ;71þ9i/oned berries of the nightihade, 
but abhors the deljcious fruit of the orchard, would you 
applaud the regularity of his appetite ?—I don't wait 
for your anſwer. But I more than ſuſpect, this is a 
true picture of all unregenerate people. See! how they 
affect dreſs and external ornament ; but are unwilling, 
rather than deſirous, to be ch with humility *, and 
to put on CHRIST IT Amulement will engage, play 
animate, and diverſion fire them: but, as to the wor- 
ſhip of the living GOD, O! what a wearineſ5 is it © / 
Frothy\ novels, and flatulent wit, regale their taſte; 
while the marrow and fatneſs of the divine word, arc 
«© as their ſorrowtul meat ||.” Flatter them; and, 
though your ſpeech is a luicious poiſon g, their eyes 
ſparkle with delight. Admonith them; and, though 
your ſervice is an excellent oil ©, diſſatisfaction lours on 
their brow. What is all this, but to lothe the ſalutary, 


and long for I the baneful? | 
| . Let 


1 Pet. v. 5. + Rom. xiii. 14. + Mal. i. 13. 

Jos vi. 7. *an> n Sicut cibi langusrum, As the meat of my 
* ſickneſ.. For which we have uo appetite; in which we find no 
reliſh, and which we frequently lothe. 

$ Mr. Bonnel, in one of his evening-examinations, recollecting 
that he had heard himſelf praiſed, and being conſcious that he hear 
it with delight—taking honour to bimſclf, and not giving GOD 162 
* „Ads xii. 23.— made this memorandum in his diary, To- 
8 y, I have been bathing: my ſoul in poiſon.” 

J Pfal. exli. 5. 

+ Wceuld the reader ſee this unhappy contraſt drawn in the ſtrong- 
eſt colours, and by the moſt rhetorical accumulation of words, he 
may compare the royal preacher, and the mourning prophet.— Pe- 
cauſe I have called, and ye refuſed; I have ftiretched out my hand, aud 
no man regarded: but ye have ſet at nought al my counſel, and. 
would none of my reproof. What a croud of ſimilar ideas! Empha- 
tically declaring the moſt incorrigible perverſeneſs, which is proof 
aguinſt every meth: d of refurmation 5 againt all the arts even of di- 
vine perſuaſion. Prov. i. 24, z5.—The hojt of heaven, whom they 
have loved, and whynr they have ſerved, and after whom they haze 
walked, aud whom they have fought,” ad 1:hm they have worſhip- 
ped. What a heap of ſynonimous expreſſions! Signibcantly defcri- 
bing the moſt impetuous ardour and avidity in the ways of fin; an 
ardour, which no prohibitions can reſtrain ; and an avidity, which 
never knows when to ſay, ** It is enough.“ Jer. viii. 2. 


If. I beg leave to add another example of this kind, it is chiefly 
| ſor 
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Let me, from the ſame compariſon, propoſe one 
queſtion more; which may be applicable both to the 
will and to the underſtanding.—Should you hear of 
another perſon, the ſtate of whoſe ſtomach was fo diſ- 
poſed, that it turned the moſt nouriſhing food into 
phlegm, and derived matter of diſeaſe from the moſt 
ſovereign ſupports of heath, what would you think of 
his conititution? 

Ther. I ſhould certainly think it very much diſtem- 
"46. Without the grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, our ſouls turn every occurrence into an in- 
creaſe of their finful depravity *. Our very table is a 
inare, and, inſtead of exciting us to gratitude, is a 
provocative to gluttony.— Ho difficult is it, when we 
flow in plenty, not to be elated; when we are preſ- 
ſed with poverty, not to repine !—Have we buſineſs in 
the world? It cumbers our thoughts, or tempts us to 
avarice. Have we no buſineſs to manage? We ſink into 
floth, and ſettle on the lees of voluptuouſneſs.—If our 
ſchemes are proſperous, it is odds but they attach us 
to the intereſts of time. If they prove unſucceſsful, we 
too often are chagrined with the diſappointment, and 
ſin againſt meekneſs. Even the holy commandment, 
inſtead of reſtraining fin, or producing obedience, irri- 
tates the inbred depravity, and renders it wore reſtleſs, 
more impetuous, more ungovernable . Thoſe very 
things, which ſhould have been for our welfare, (fo malig-- 
nant and raging is our corruption!) are converted into 


an occaſion falling. 


for the ſake of clearing up an obſcure paſſage in the Pſalms ; which 
ſeems to have been miltaken by the authors of bath dur verſions.— 
David, to ſet forth the barbarous afſiduity of his perſecutors, ſays, 
They wander up and down : They pry into every corner; they ſearch 
the city, and examine the country: eh not for meat, (which in; 
this connection is a ſenſe quite foreign to the ſubject, and very je- 
june indeed), but to devour : to devour me the deſtined victim of 
their rage. And if they are not ſatisfied, if they cannot compals their 
deſign by day, W they will grudge? No; but they will continue all 
night, in the protecation of their purpoſe. - Neither cold nor dark«: 
nets can retard tnem; neither hardſhips nor dangers can deter them: 
= * attempts are as indefatigable, as their malice is inlacable. 
lak lix. 15. | 
'* =——D wodcungue infundis aceſcit. Hor. + Rom. = 8. 
| er. 
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Ther. The will is under no neceſſty of miſemploying 
her powers. She is /7ee to act in this manner or in that; 
and, if a ſpendthrift, is not a ſlave. 

Aſp. In actions which relate to the animal economy, 
the will is unqueſtionably free. She can contract the 
forehead into a frown, or expand it with a ſmile.— In 
the ordinary affairs of life, the is under na control. 
We can undertake or decline a journey, carry on or 
diſcontinue an employ, juſt as we pleaſe. —In the o. 
award acts of religion alſo, the will is her own miſtreſs. 
We can read the word of, GOD, or go to the place of 
divine worſhip, without any extraordinary aid from 
above.—But, in matters which are more intimately 
connected with our ſalvation, the caſe is widely different. 

What ſays our famous old poet Spenſer? Amidit all 
his rich fancy and bright imagery, he ſpeaks as plainly 
upon this ſubject, as I heron's ſerious friend. 


Ne let the man aſcribe it to hit ſtill, 
That thorough grace has got the victory. 
If any flrength we have, it is to ill; 
But all the gord is GOD's, the pow'r and ele the will. 


Ther. This wants confirmation; more authentic con- 
firmation, than the fanciful flights of a poet. 

- Aſp. Would you have a perſon delight himſelf in the 
LORD; take pleaſure in devotion ; and ſet his aftec- 
tions on things above ?—All this is both his duty and 
his intereſt. Büt alas! his inclinations gravitate the 
quite contrary way. His will is in the condition of that 
diſtreſſed woman, who was bowed down with a ſpirit of 
infirmity, and could in no*wiſe lift up herſelf *. 'Corrup- 
tion, like a ſtrong bias influences, or rather like a heavy 
mountain aide 4 his mind. Neither can he ſhake off 
the propenſity, or ſtruggle away from the load ; until 
= almighty grace, interpoſes for his releaſe, — 

here the SPIRIT of the LORD is," there, and there a- 
lone, is liberty ; that ſacred and glorious liberty, which 
is not the common privilege of all men, but the high 
prerogative of the children of GOD. 

Would you have à perſon apply to the great RE- 


® Luke xiii. 11. + 2 Cor. iii. 17. 


DEEMER; 
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DEEMER; apply with a real ardour of deſire ; as 
Bartimæus of old, or the Syrophœnician mother? Count- 
ing all things but dung, for the tranſcendent excellen- 
cy of CHRIST ?—To do this, is to poſſeſs true wiſ- 
dom ; and the only expedient to acquire true happi- 
neſs. But the human will is like the withered arm ; 
cannot ftretch forth itſelf to the all-gracious SAVI- 
OUR : cannot hunger and thirſt after his everlaſtin 
righteouſneſs and infinite merit: cannot do this, till the 
SAVIOUR himſelf ſpeaks power into the ex/eebled, the 
perverted faculty. —It you think otherwiſe ; try the ex- 
periment. Perſuade men to this neceſſary practice. Urge 
the moſt weighty arguments: deviſe the moſt pathetic 
expoſtulations: let zeal exert all her force, and rhetoric 
employ all her art. Without being a prophet, I dare 
venture to foretel the iſſue. Diſappointments, repeat- 
ed diſappointments, will convince you That our de- 
vine MASTER knew what he ſaid, when he ſolemnly 
declared; ne man can come to me, except the FATHER, 
which hath ſent me, draw him *.— That our church has 
not taught us to play the hypocrite, when ſhe teaches 
us to confeſs ; . We be tied and bound with the chain 
« of our ſins.” a | | 
Ther. Are we ſlaves then? Will Chriſtianity ſend us 
to ſeek our brethren in the mines or in the gallies ? 
Aſp. Chriſtianity does not /end, but find us there. 
There, or in a worſe flavery . It is doubtleſs a moſt 
* 41 . | abject 


* fJohn vi. 44. It is not ſaid, the FATHER dri ves, but draws ; 
not by violet, irrational, com pulſive means; but by clear convic- 
tion, ſweet perſuaſion, and induce ments ſuited to a reaſonable being. 
Thoſt are the cords of a beaſt, theſe of a man. So that we are not 
acted upon as clock - work, or influenced as mere machines, but made 
willing in the day of his power; Pſal. ex. 3.— This point is ſtated, 
with great propriety, and equal clearneſs, in our tenth article: The 
condition of man, after the fall of Adam, is ſuch, that he can- 
„ not turn and prepare himſelf, by his own natural ſtrength and 
«© good works, to faith and calling upon GOD. Wherefore, we 
% have ho power to do good works, © pleaſant ard acceptable to 
* GOD, without the grace of GOD by CHRIST preventing vs, 
„that we may have a good will, and working with us when we 
have that good will.” 

+ St. Paul ſays of Chriſtians, and reckons himſelf in the number, 
that naturally. they ſerved (not J,zx0»8515;, but dug, — 
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abje& ſtate, to wear the yoke, and truckle in chains. 
Yet ſuch, I apprehend, is the ſtate of our minds by 
nature. To prove this, we need not go down to the 
loweſt ranks of life. Theſe, you might ſay with the 
prophet, are poor; theſe are fooliſh ; they have not know: 
the way of the LORD, mor the judgment of their GOD. — 
7 will get me'therefore' to Me great men *, and examine 
their diſpoſition. 10 a 

Hlave you not known perſons of the greateſt intre- 
pidity, and firmeſt reſolution, hurried away by their 
luſts, as „ a rolling thing before the whirlwind + ?” 
Perhaps, they were bold enough to face danger, and 
defy the ſword, in the field of battle. Yet, were no 
more able to renounce the wanton allurements of beau- 
ty, or the. ſoft ſolicitations of pleaſure, than the 1-24 
can ſorbear fluttering about the flame, even though it 
ſinges her wings, and is ſcorching her to death. — 
Others, poſſeſſed of a refined imagination, diſdain the 
. groſs indulgencies'of ſenſuality ; yet are flaves to their 
own domincering paſſions. They are blown into the 
moſt intemperate rage, and puſhed on to the moſt ex- 
travagant actions, by every little ruffling accident. 
They ſee the meanneſi, which ſuch an ungovernable 
ſpirit argues: they feel the merry, which ſuch internal 
tempelts create : nay, they reſolve to ſuppreſs the im- 
petuoſity of their temper. Yet, hike a feather bore 
away by the torrent, they yield to the very firſt provo- 
cation, and are as furiouſly; reſentful as ever.— Will 
vou call eſe perſons free, becauſe their taſk-malters 


ſolute ſlaves to) divers Juſts and . Tit. iii. 3. The whole 
verſe is very rema kable, and nothing ean be more appoſite to Aſpa- 
Go's purpoſe, It ſhews us, what they were by nature, who throu, h 
- grace became living images of the bleſſed GOD. 
Tbis mortifying doctrine is often acknowledged by our church. 
Thus begins one of her public ſupplications; . Almighty GOD, 
« who — canſt order the unruly wills and affections of ſinful 
« man,” It ſeems, we cannot determine our own wills, nor regu- 
late our own aſſections. What is this but bondage? What does this 
betoken ? What does this imply ? b 
But lapſed pow'rs, enthrall d 
By jin to foul exorbitant deſires ? 
Þ M1LTON, Book III. 


® Jer. v. 4, 5. fai. xvii. 13. 


and 
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and their tyrants are lodged within * ? Becauſe the fet- 
ters are forged, not for the meaner, but for the im- 
mortal part of their nature ? 

Ther. Let us paſs to the affedtions. Theſe are to the 
ſoul, what wings are to the eagle, or ſails to the ſhip. 
Theſe always ſtand ready, to catch the gales of inte- 
reſt, and to ſpring at the nal of reaſon. 

Aſp. O! that they did !—Bur, if the wings are clog- 

ed with mire; it the fails are diſproportioned to the 
ballaſt ; what advantage will accrue, either to the ani- 
mal, or to the veflel ?!—The one will, probably, be 
overſet in the voyage; the other mult lie groveling on 
the ground. ; | 

- Ther. Defire ſeems to be the firſt, which “ opens 
« the mouth, or moves the wing, or peeps f.“ De- 
fire is active as a flame, and ever in purſuit of happi- 
neſs. 

Aſp. What if your flame, inſtead of ſhooting up- 
wards, ſhould point its inverted ſpires to the earth? 
Would not this be ſtrange, and a ſign of great diſor- 
der?—GOD is the centre of perfection, and the ſource 
of felicity. All that is amiable in itſelf, is compre- 
hended in GOD. All that is beneficial to us, proceeds 
from GOD. Do our defires uniformly fend to this 
ſuper- excellent being? Do our wiſhes terminate in the 
enjoyment of his ever-glorious majeſty ? Alas! we are 
naturally eſtranged from Him : we covet no commu- 
nion with Him. We are wedded to trifles, and dote 
upon vanity. But 7 GOD we /ay—it is evidently the 
language of our condut—Depart from us ; we defire 
not the knowledge of thy ways J. 

If deſire is the firſt- born among the affections, ob- 
ſerve it in children. There it appears in its dawn, and 
has moſt of pure nature.—See, how thoſe fies, exult- 


ing in the ſunny gleam, vibrate, with all the rapidity of 


ho Intus & in jecore gro 
Naſcuntur domini. Pr xs. 
+ IIa. x. 54. 1 Job xxi. 14. 
Ver Þ  - - 8 1 motion, 
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motion, their little wings . So prompt and expedite , 
are the deſires of children, to any corrupting diver- 
ſion.— See, how fluggilhly that ſuail, crawling forth 
amidſt the refreſhing moiſture, drags her flow length 
along. 80 dull ||, if not reluctant, are the diſpoſitions 
of our children, to any improving exerciſe. Rewards 
u ill hardly win them to the latter; the rod can hard- 
Jy deter them ſrom the ſormer.—- And none, none but 
G0 D, „ by his Hecial grace preventing them, can 
“ put into their minds good deſires g.“ 
Is our {ve under better regulation Hor eaſily are 
we captivated with à fair complexion and graceſul 
form ; eſpecially, when ſet off with the decorations of 
dreſs. But how little affected with the beauty of in- 
ternal character; with the ornaments of virtue, and 
the. graces of Chriſtianity? Can it be ſuppoſed, that the 
pulſe of the ſoul beats regularly, where there is ſuch a 
faſianate fondneſs for fading embelliſhments, and ſuch 
a cold indifference for the mot ſubſtantial endowments !— 
ow eaſily are we ſmitten, with riches * and ſplendour ! 
How our = dance under a ſenſe of diſtinction, ſu- 
periority,,or prefſerment-!. Yet how. backward to love 
that infinitely loving and lovely, REDEEMER, who 
would die Himſelf, rather than we ſhould become a 
prey to death! Tinder we are, perfect tinder to the 
ſparks of irrational, and diſſolute affection. Harder 
than adamant, colder than ice, to this heavenly flame, 
Ther. If our love is blind, our fear bas not Joſt her 
en: F ear is quick of apprhenton : and, inſtead of 


* The wings of a fly, are foppoſed to, kk the quickeſt wotion of 
any material tubſtance which lives. Aud if they make, as-natural- 
iſts imagine, ſome hundreds of vibrations in 4 ſecond of time, l 
think, there can be no competition in the caſe. 

This is what the Greeks call erding fie, Which, with a pro- 
priety not to be equalled: by ö — expreſſes both the 
prompiiiude of the agent, ard the 4414 of the action. Acts 
X'it. 10. 

| Nofger re{ordle. Heb. v. 1. 

| $ Cellet? for Eaſter- day. 

» On this accbunt, becutiſe we are re naturally lovers of riches, of 
pleaſure, and of the werld, more than of GOD our SAVIOUR, 
the ſcripture arraigns us as adulrerers and adulterefſes, James iv. 4. 
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* 
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being ſtupidly inſenſible, is ready to“ riſe up at the 


« voice of a bird r.“ | | 

Aſp. The paſſion of fear is ſufficiently active, but de- 
plorably miſapplied.—We fear the reproach of men: 
bur are we alarmed at the view of that everlaſting 
ſhame, which the LORD, the righteous Judge, fhall 
pour upon the ungodly ?' We ſhudder at the drawn day - 
ger, and (ſtand appalled at the headlong precipice: but 
how often have we defied the fword of almighty ven- 
geance, and ſported upon the brink of irretrievabl?2 
perdition ? 
Sin is the moſt pernicions of al} evils. Sin violates 
the divine command, and provokes the divine Ma- 
JESTY. Sin offers deſpite to the bleſſed SPIRIT, 
and tramples upon the blood of JESUS. For fin, the 
tranſgreſſor is baniſhed from the bliſsful preſence of 
GOD, and doomed to dwell with inextinguiſhable 
burnings. Do we dread this grand deſtrarer of our 
happineſs ? Dread it more than any calamities, more 
than all plagues ?—Take one of thoſe fine may-dukes, 
which glow with ſuch' an inviting ſearlet, on yonder 
eſpalier. Offer it to the „/acthira, that ſerenades us 


from the neighbouring elm. The creature, though 


fond of the dainty, will fly from your hand, as haſtily 
as from a levelled fowling- piece. He ſuſpects a deſign 
upon his liberty; and therefore will endure any extre- 
mity, will even ſtarve to death, rather than taſte the 
mt tempting delicacy in ſuch hazardous circumſtan- 


ces.—Are we equally fearful of an infinitely greater 


danger? Do we fly, with equal ſolicitude , from the 
deluſive but deſtructive wiles of ſin? Alas! do not we 
too often allem the bait, even when we. plainly dit- 


cover the fatal hook? Do we not /ratch the forbidden 


frait, though «conſcience remonſtrates; though GOD 
prohibits though death eternal threatens ? 
Ther. Conſcience then, according to your own ac- 


; + Ecclef. xii. 4. | 
The inſtigaling admonition, tranſmitted to Brentius by an an»- 
nymons letter, when the papiſts had formed a plot againſt his life, 
ſhould be the rule of our conduct on ſuch an occaſion ; Fuge! Fa- 
ge! cilo==citiug—citifſime. | 
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count, has efcaped the general ſhipwreck. Conſcience 
is GOD 's vicegerent in the foul, and executes! her of- 
fice faithfully. Even the Gentiles /hew the work of the 
law written in their hearts, their conſcience alſo bearing 
wwitreſs, and their thoughts the mean while accuſing or elſe 
excuſing one another *, h RET. 
Aſp. If there be any remains of the divine image, per- 
haps, they are to be found in the conſcience. But even 
this is not exempt from the common ruin. —Conſider 
its light. It is like a dim taper, fecbly glimmering ; 
and juſt ſerving to make the darkneſs viſible. Or, it it 
diſcovers, it diſcovers only an obſcure ſomething, we 
know nut what. Which, inſtead of informing, tan- 
talizes us; and, inſtead of guiding, bewilders us. As 
ialſe and deluſory lights on the” ſhore, put a cheat up- 
on the mariner; and, inſtead of directing him to cats - 
ty, miſlead him into danger f. —Conſider its opera- 
tiors, It is either dumb or dead, or both. Dumb; or 
elſe how vehemently would it upbraid us, for our 
ſhocking ingratitude to our ſupreme omnipotent BE- 
NEFACTOR? How loudly would it inveigh againſt 
our ſtupid negle& of ſpiritual intereſts, and eternal 
ages? Dead; otherwiſe how keenly would it ſmart, 
when gaſhed with wounds numerous, as our repeated 
violations of the divine law—deep, as the horrid ag- 
gravations of our various iniquities. | 
Ther. Do you call this an anſwer to my obje&ion, 
Aſpaſio? If it be an anſwer, it reſembles, in point of 
jatisfactory evidence, the light which you aſcribe unto 
the. conſcience, 


A / 


Rom. ii. 15. Methinks, I would not tranſlate the word ge 
th: mean while, but alternately or interchangeably acculing or excu- 
ſing ; ſometime- one, ſometimes the other; in conformity to the 

_ _- different circumſtances of their temper and behaviour. 

F This ſeems to have been the caſe with the -heathen world.— 
Conſcience arraigned, and found them guilty. This put them up- 

on practiſing their abominable, ſometimes their inhuman idolatries. — 

Navy, this induced them to invent and F 0a the moſt impions 
miſreprefentations of the DETTY. That they might ſheath the 

Niug of conſcience, and find ſome ſalvo for their own-iniquities, 
they made even the objects of their worſhip, the patrons and the 


oo 


precedents of their favourite vices. 


Aſp. 


- 
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Aſp. The Gentiles, we own, ſhew the woerl, but not 
the love of the law, written on their hearts. Some 
leading notices of right and wrong they have: ſome 


ſpeculative ſtrictures of good and evil. But without a 


real abborrence of the one, or .a cordial delight in the 
other. Which, far from ennobling their nature, far 
from vindicating their practice, argues the excteding 
depravity of the former, and renders the latter abſo- 
lutely without excuſe. 88 | 
No; you fay, conſcience excu/es the heathens. Ra- 
ther, their conſcience bears witneſs to the equity of the 
law ; while their thoughts mate ſome weak apology g, 
for the tenour of their conduct. This is far from ac- 
quitting, far from juſtifying them. —Beſides, theſe 
weak attempts to excuſe, are always founded on igno- 
rance. Did they know themſelves, their duty, or their 
GOD, conſcience would, without the Jealt heſitation, 
bring in her verdict, gui/ty.—The apoſtle aſſures us, 
that, till faith, which 1s a divine principle, takes place 
in our breaſts, both the mind and conſcience are defiled * . 
Here, and elſewhere, plainly intimating; that the con- 
ſcience is evil, and ever will be evil, till it is ſprinkled 
evith the blood of CHRIST Þ+. | 
It accuſes ſome, and it ought to accuſe, yea, to con- 
demn all f. But even here it evidences itſelf to be cor- 
rupt. For, its accuſations are ſometimes erroneous ||, 
and 


5 The word is aToAo[#unw, ſignifying the attempt of an ac- 
enfed perſon to vindicate himſelf ; not sr4ap]vgslwv, the deps/i- 
tion of a witneſs, atteſting his innocence ; much leſs dxaiwwraslos, 
the ſentence of a judge, pronouncing, him upright. 

C02 Mgt; --*: + Heb. x. 22. 

1 The apoſtle, I think, intimates as much, in the very peculiar 
turn of his expreſſion, » x«« «&xono[vwnwr, acculing or even pu- 
togizing. As though the latter was a ffrarge af ; quite unexpect- 
ed, and utterly unreaſonable, in creatures altogether become abo- 
minable. | | 
* |þ Erroneous— What elſe was that grand articl: in the acenſatiuns 
2 conſcience, mentioned, with ſuch particular diſtinction, by Vir- 
Zu; | 

Phlegyaſque miſerrimus omnes 
Admonet, & mag na leſtatur voce per umbras,, 
Diſcite juſtitiam moniti, & non temnere divos. 
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and no better than falſe witneſs; ſometimes partial g, 
and ſuborned by appetite ;/ and very, very often 7ne/- 
feftual — Nay, when they do take effect, they produce 
no fruit that is truly good. They work not a genuine 
humiliation, or an unfeigned repentance ; but either a | 
flaviſh dread of GOD, as a fevere judge ; or hatred 
of him, as an inexorable enemy. 
Ther. Hatred of GOD—Aſtoniſhing impiety ! Is it | 
poſſible for the human heart to admit ſuch enormous, 
almoſt incredible wickedneſs ? ; | 
Aſp. You may well be aſtoniſhed, Theron; and 
60 may juſtly demand; What iniquity have my people 
found in me, that they are gone far from me*? 1 
« created them out of nothing, and endowed them 
© with an immortal ſoul. As a father, I have provi- 
« ded for them. As a nurſe, I have cheriſhed them. 
%] have given them the earth, and the fulneſs there- 
& of, for their preſent accommodation. I have pre- 
«© pared heaven, and its unſpeakable happineſs, for 
« their future enjoyment. All my creatures do them 
& ſervice, and even my angels miniſter unto their 
i good. Do they deſire greater demonſtrations of my 
« love? I have given, What was dearer to me than all 
angels, than all worlds: I have given my SON 
from my boſom, to die in their ſtead. Would they 
«© have farther evidences of my diſtinguiſhed regard? 
„% Behold! I touch the mountains, and they ſmoke : 


For men to deſpiſe ſuch dunghil, worſe than dunghil deities, had 
been their virtue if done, and was their duty to do.— What elſe 
was that voice of conſcience, mentioned by our LORD, John xvi. 
2. or that, confeſſed by the apoſtle, Acts xxvi. g. 

+ Pariial—Otherwiſe, how could the moſt celebrated amon 
the ancient heroes applaud and practiſe, that execrable crime, /elf- 
murder - How conld their firſt-rate hiſtorians extol, and almoſt 
con{ecrate, that diabolical principle of action, pride? — How could 

cheir ableſt teachers of morality, not only tolerate, but eſtabliſh 
the error, by neglecting to find ſo much as a name for that amiable 
virtue, humility? Or, which is ſtill worſe, by uſing the word to 
7 anity a diſingenucus ſordid practice, and an abjett daſtardiy ſpirit. 
Sus omnia, parti m infamia, parlim humilia, atque ab honeſtate re- 
meta. Corn, Nep. in Pref. Org; a! T&x5v9|&104 xa: tuxabix- 


{x16 $6, Xenoph, De Toaſt, Cyr. lib. vii, 
® Jer, ii. 5. 
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« I look upon the earth, and it trembles: I caſt even 


« the princes of heaven, when they break my law, in- 
4 to 4 of darkneſs. But to diſobedient and re- 


« bellious men, I condeſeend to act as a ſupplicant. 


&« Though highly injured, and horribly affronted, I 
« beſeech them again and again I beſeech them ſay- 
« ing, Br yt rECONCILED To GOD. T 


To hate“ /uch a GOD, is indeed the moſt deteſt- 


able impiety, almoſt incredible wickedneſs. Vet man, 
fooliſh man, practiſes this impiety, whenever, for 
the ſake of a vile luſt, an ignoble pleaſure, or an un- 
ruly — he tranigreſſes the command of his CRE- 
ATOR 

Shall I exemplify the dodrine, i in another of the af- 
ſections? 

- Ther. In truth, Aſpaſio, 1 denn to be Gok of the 
ſubject. If human nature is ſo ulcerated, the leſs you 
touch it the better. However, let us not quite omit 
the ira/cible appetite. | 
_ fp. Of this we have already eaben! a ſide- view; if 
you chuſe to lee it in fuller proportion, make your ob- 


ſervation on Fervidus.—Fervidas comes home in a 


rage. | See his fierce indignant eye! Mark his wild ir- 
regular gait ! Now, his cheek kindles into flame; in a 
moment, it is pale as the corpſe. His lips quiver, and 
words are half choaked in their utterance. Vet, though 
he can hardly ſpeak, he vows revenge, and utters im- 
precations.— What, I beſeech you, is the cauſe of all 
this wondrous ferment? Why truly, a neighbour has 
dropt ſome reflecting hint, or a ſervant has blundered in 
ſome trifling meſſage. Such uſage, Fervidus Jays, is 


antolerable ; and ſuch negligence unpardonable. This 


ſame Fervidus has offered numberleſs affronts to his 
MAKER; he has moſt ſcandalouſſy neglected the will 
of his Almighty LORD; yet feels no' indignation 


againft himfelfc—He is all. fury, when his own: credit N 


Hatred of GOD i is ſo ſocking an Seeed that, one ile 4. 
moſt with, never to hear or read it. But it occurs in our unerting 
book; is too often exemplified in common life; and is eograven by 
corrupt nature on every human heart, Sec Rom. i. 39» 12 
XX. 5. John xv. 25. Rom. viil. 7. 


3 


is 
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is touched: but when the intereſt of CHRIST is 
wounded, he can fit unconcerned, or pals it off with a 
laugh. —Anger, I acknowledge, is ſometimes becom- 
ing and uſeful. But is %, its right temperature? 
This its proper application? + | 
Ther. This is the practice only of ſome few turbulent 
and boiſterous ſpirits. To ſaddle their qualities upon 
every perſon, is a procedure juſt as equitable, as the 
madman's * calculation was reaſonable, -who took an 
account of every ſhip, which entered the harbour, and 
ſet it down for his own. - | 
- Aſp. The latter part of my charge, I fear, is appli- 
cable to more than a ſew.— However, let us conſider 
the moſt calm and ſedate minds. How are they af- 
feted under injuries? Do they never aggravate fail- 
ings into crimes? Do they find it eaſy to abſtain from 
every emotion of ill-will ? Eaſy to love their enemies, 
and do good to thoſe who hate them? Theſe godlike 
tempers, if our nature was not 2 would be 
the ſpontaneous produce of the ſoul. But now, alas! 
they are not raiſed, without much difficulty; ſeldom 
come to any conſiderable degree of eminence; never 
arrive at a ſtate of true perfection. An undoubted 
proof, that they are exotics, not natives of the foil. 
Now we are ſpeaking of plants, caſt your eye upon 
the kitchen-garden. Many of thoſe herbs will perfume 
the hard hand, which cruſhes them, and embalm the 
rude foot, which tramples-on them. Such was the be- 
nign conduct of our LORD. He always overcame evil 
with good. When his uiſciples diſregarded him in his 
bitter agony, be made the linde excuſe for their un- 
grateful ſtupidity f. When his enemies, with unpa. 
ralleled barbarity, ſpilt his very blood, he pleaded their 
ignorance, as an extenuation of their guilt 4.— Is the 
ſame ſpirit in us, which was alſo in our divine MAS- 
TER? Then are our paſſions rightly. poiſed, and du- 
ly tempered. But, if reſentment kindles, and animo- 
fity rankles in our hearts, this is an infallible ſign, that 


» Thraſylus, an Athenian, | 
+ Matt, xzxvi. 41, I Luke xxili 34. 


© we 


* 
* 
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we ſwerve from our SAVIOUR's pattern, conſequent- 
ly are fallen from our primitive rectitude. 

Ther. What ſay you of the fancy? This ſure, if no 
other faculty, retains the primitive rectitude. What 
pictures does ſhe form, and what excurſions does the 
make ? She can dive to the bottom of the ocean ; "can 
ſoar to the height of the ſtars, and walk upon the 
boundaries of creation. 

Aſp. That the fancy is lively and excurſive, I readily 
x It can out- travel the poſt, or out- fly the eagle. 

ut, if it travel only to pick /hells, or fly abroad to 
bring home miſchief, then, I apprehend, though you 
thould admire the faculty, you will hardly be in rap- 
tures with its agency, —This is the real truth. Our 
fancy, till divine grace regulate and exaltits operations, 
is generally employed in picking painted ſhells, or cull- 
mg venomous herbs ; — (as the prophet very ele- 
gintly, and no leſs exactly deſcribes the caſe) the ppi- 
der's web, or hatching cockatrice-eogs * ; buſted in the 
moſt abſurd impertinencies, or acting in ſpeculation the 
vileſt iniquities. That, which ſhould be @ garden iuclo- 
fed, a fountain ſealed f, tor the PRINCE of peace, is 
the thoroughfare of vanity.—And even when we are 
renewed from above, O! how neceſſary is it to keep 
an incefſant watch, and exerciſe a ſtrict diſcipline, over 
this volatile, variable, treacherous vagrant ! 
The memory, as well as the fancy, is impaired, or, 
if nat impaired, is debauched. Why elſe does it fo 
firmly retain the impreſſions of an injury, but io eallly 
ket flip the remembrance of a benefit? Any idle foppe- . 
ries, which ſooth our vanity, and increaſe our corrup- 
tion, cleave to the thoughts, as the vexatious burr to 
our clothes; while the noble truths of the goſpel, and 
the rich mercies of a. gracious GOD, flide away from 
the mind, (as water from the feathers of a ſwan), and 
leave no laſting trace behind them. This double per- 
verſeneſs is very emphatically,” and too truly repreſent- 
ed by Jeremiah; Can a maid forget her ornaments, ar a 
bride her attire ? Yet my people have forgotten me, days 
abb, number {.—If we hear a looſe hint, or read an 


N 
. 
* 
1 
L 
' 


® Tſai. liz. 5. -+ Cant. iv. 12, | 1 Jer. ii. 32. N 
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immodeſt expreſſion, they are almoſt ſure to faſten 
themſelves on our memory. If ſhaken off, they follow 
us with a troubleſome importunity. If excluded, as 
unwelcome viſitants, they force themſelves, again and 
again, upon our imagination. They dog us to the clo- 
ſet; they haunt our moſt retired hours, and too oſten 
diſturb our very devotions.— Tell me now, can that fa- 
culty be upright and uncorrupted, which is a perforated 


feve, to tranſmit the beneficial, but a 1 ſponge, to 


imbibe the pernicious *. - 

Ther. Well, my friend, AD guilt I or others 
have contracted, fattery, I dare be politive, is none of 
yours. Human nature has received no heightening or 
adulatory touches from your pencil. Vou have pour- 
trayed her fi and beaftly, and every thing bad but 
deviliſh. + 

Aſp. And this, eren this abomination, I muſt not 
ſecrete, I dare not except. Envy i is a deviliſh diſpoſi- 
tion. It ſubſiſts no where but in damn d ſpirits, and 
fallen ſouls. Vet, infernal as it is, it has been found 
in perſons of the molt exalted character. The magna- 
nimous Joſhua felt its cankerous tooth +. The diſciples 
of the bleſſed JESUS were ſoured with its malignant 
leaven f. An apoſtle declares, that the fpirit which 
daueileth in us lufteth to envy || * is mr prone to 
that deteſtable temper. 

Lying is conteſſedly a diabolical practice. Yet, how 
unaccountably forward. are our children to utter fulſe- 
hood? As ſoon as they are born, they go aſtray; and, 

as ſoon as they ſpeak, they ſpeak — faid umaccaunt- 
ably. But I recal the expreſſion. The cauſe is evident. 
. hays loſt the 1 image. of the — of truth, and 


18 This remark ſuggeſts a na e con futation of that ſpecious argu- 
ment, frequently uſed in behalf of ſome fafbionatle but diſſoluie di- 
verſions. They are interſperſed, ſay their admirers, (with ſen- 


- + timents of virtue, and maxims of Morality.— Should we admit 


1 


the truth of this plea, yet the depraved diſpoſition of mankind is 


Pretty ſure to drop 2 morality, and carry away the ribaldry, 


— Dil imiltandis 
N OP omnes 20006 
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* 


are become like that apoſtate ſpirit, N is a liar, and 
the father of it *, 

What think you of malice, of hate, and revenge? 
Are they not each a ſpecies of murder, and the ſeed of 
the old ſerpent ? Unleis, therefore, we are entirely free 
from all theſe helliſh emotions, we muſt, ave mf} ac- 
knowledge, that the prince of this world f has his party 
within us. May the almighty hand of our GOD ex- 
tirpate and ſubdue it day by day 

You tell me, I am no flatterer. — Should-a perſon, 
who profeſſes himſelf the friend of his fellow- creatures, 
ſooth them into a alſe peace? Should he bolſter them 

up in a groundleſi conceit of their excellency, when they 
really are no better than“ an unclean thing?“ — Shall 
the ſurgeon aſſure his patient, „All is well, = 
when the mortification has taken place, and the 
grene is ſpreading ? This were to refine the firſt out of 
all benevolence, and to flatter the laſt into his | 

A diſputant, of leſs complaiſance than my Theron, 
would probably aſk with a contemptuous ſneer, Have 
««, you then been drawing your own ' picture ??—To 
whom I would reply with confuſion. and ſorrow, I 
„% have;”-alledging this only, to moderate my confu- 
fron, that Jam daily ſeeking, by prayer and watchful- 
neſs, more and more % put off this old man, which is 
. corrupt according to the deceitful luſts ; and, to alleviate 
my ſorrow, I am endeavouring continaally to remem- 

— that, however unworthy I am, however vile I 
may have been, my adored REDEEMER's righteouſ- 
neſs is perfect; and in this ee 72 every believer 


. is to make his boaſt. 


Ther. So then man is blind in his underftandin 
— in his will; diſorderly in his affections; in 3 
enced by diſpoſitions, which are partly brutal, and part- 
ly diabolical.— I have often heard you extol, in terms 
of high admiration, the virtue of humility. You have 
laviſhed all the riches of eloquence, when haranguing 
on poverty of ſpirit. If ſuch be the condition of man- 
kind, they have infinite cauſe to be poor ini ſpirit. They 


— 


® John viii. 44. + Joha xiv. 30. 
1 Eph. iv. 22. | 


| muſt, 
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mult, therefore, have ane excellency left; and, accord- 
ing to your own account, a very diſtinguithing one. 
Aſp. Scarce any thing diſplays, in a more glaring 
light, the extreme depravity of man, than his ſtrong 
propenſity to pride, notwithitanding ſo much vileneſs, 
and ſo many deformities.—Should the noiſome leper 
admire the beauty of his complexion, or the impotent 
paralytic glory inthe //rength of his ſinews; would they 
not be miitaken, even to a degree of fottiſhneſs and fren- 
Vet, for man, fallen man, who has loſt his origi- 
nal righteouſneſs, which was the true ornament of his 
nature; who is become ſubject to baſe and ſordid luſts, 
or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, is earthly and rr him 
to be proud, is ſtill more abfurdly wicked. And ſince 
this is the caſe, I cannot acquit him from the laſt and 
heavieſt article of the ſacred writer's charge; I have a 
freſh and more convincing proof, that we do him no 
wrong, when we call his nature, his diſpoſition, his 
| „ 
Der. Why do you reckon pride an univerſally pre- 
vailing corruption? I ſee no d for ſuch a diſho- 
nourable ſuſpicion. I hope, I my/e/f am an inſtance of 
the contrary. To unguarded ſallies of paſſion, to ſeve- 
ral other faults, I confeis myſelf ſubject; but cannot 
think, that I am proud. * 6 
+ Aſp: Ahl Theron, if you was not proud, you would 
not be paſſionate. Unreaſonable anger always proceeds 
from an over-weening opinion of our own worth. — 
One who, beſides his acquired knowledge of human 
nature, had the ſupernatural gift of diſcerning ſpirits, 
is obſerved to join humility and meekneſs * ; intimating, 
that they are amiable twins; and, where the former 
exiſts, the latter cannot be abſent. —Always conſiſtent 
with himſelf, he links together the oppoſite vices, heady 
. and; high-minded ſ not obſcurely hinting, that thoſe 
who are eaſily proyoked, are certainly proud. —Shall I 
add, without offence? If we fancy our minds to be 


4 5) 24% v3 Bans 2 
4.3». 5 LY of + James iii. 16. , 8 
® Eph. iv. 2. The ſame connection is made by our LORD, 
Learn of ME, for 1 am meck and lowly. * 
T2 Tim. wi. 4. In the fame ſtrain ſpeaks Iſaiah, His pride and 
his wrath... Chap. xvi. 6. s W ; x 
N | clear 
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clear from the weeds of vanity, and our thoughts free 
from the workings of ſelf-admiration ; it is a moſt preg- 
nant ſymptom, that we are ver- run with the firſt ; are 
abandoned to the laſt z and hinded by both. 

Pride was the firſt ſin, that found entrance into our 
nature ; and it is perhaps the laſt that will be expe]- 


led. — What are all our afflictions, but a remedy pro- 


vided for this inveterate diſeaſe ? Intended to hide pride 
from man 9. What is the inſtitution of the goſpel, but 
a battery erected againſt this ſtrong-hold of Satan? Or- 
dained to caſt down every high imagination *.—Though 
that remedy is often applied, though this battery is con- 
tinually playing, yet the peccant humour is not entirely 
purged off, nor the elatement of ſpirit totally ſubdued, 
till ortality is favallowed up of life. | 
Pride is the fin which moſt eaſily befets us. Who can 
Jay, 1 have made my heart clean + from this iniquity? It 
defiles our duties, and intermingles itſelf with our ve 
virtues. It ſtarts up, I know not how, in our moſt ſo- 
lemn hours, and our moſt ſacred employs.— The 
 Hezekiah, whoſe prayers were more powerful than all 
the forces of - Sennacherib, was not proof againſt the 
wiles of this ſubtle ſorcereſs 1. Even the dels apoſtle, 
who had been caught up into the third heavens, was in 
danger of being puffed 4 with pride ; in ſuch great 
danger, that it was neceſſary to put a lancet into the 
gathering tumour, or, as he himſelf expreſſes it, to fix 


2 thorn in bis fleſh ||, and permit the meſſenger of Satan 


" to buſſet bim. 5 
| How 
S Job. xxxiii. 27. 2 Cor. X. 4 5. 
+ Prov. xx. 9. 1 Chron. xxxil. 25. 


I Cor. xii. 9. This thorn 1 given as much perplexity to the 
commentators, as it gave pain to the apoſtle. Some have found pa- 
ralytic ſymptoms in the paſſage, with ridiculous diſtortions of the 
countenance, Some have felt a violent head- ach, or a grievous ne- 
phritic diſeaſe. Others have been peſtered with, or rather dreamt 
of, I know not what importunate luſts. | | 


To me the ſenſe is perfectly clear, and ſeems ſully explained by 


the apoſtle himſelf. —The thorn was in the fleſh; a tribulation that * 


affeted, not his ſpiritual, but his bodily ſtate.— It was inflicted by 
4 meſſenger of Satan; by perſecuting zealots, who were the emiſſa- 
ries and agents of hell; whom Satan inſtigated to harraſs and tor- 
ment this eminent miniſter of CHRIS T. - In what it conſiſted, the 
Vol. II. Tt | tentk 


* 
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How pathetically is this corruption lamented, and 
how truly deſcribed, by * a ſweet ſinger of our Ifrael!” 


But pride, that buſy /in, 
Spoils all that I perform. 

Curr'd pride! that creeps ſecurely in, 
And fevells a haughty worm. | 


Thy glories I abate,, | 

Or praiſe thee with deſign ; 

Part »f thy favours I forget, 
Or think the merit mine. 


3 The very fongs I frame, 


Are faithleſs to thy cauſe, 
And fleal the honor of thy name, 
To build their own applauſe *. © 


Ther. Now, I preſume, you have given the Taft 
touches to your diſtorted pourtrait. 

Aſp. There are other diſagreeable and ſhocking fea- 
tures: but thoſe I ſhall caſt into ſhades, or hide under 
a veil, One particular you muſt allow me to add; 
which, like a ſullen air in the countenance, throws ag- 
gravated horror over the whole. 1 mean, an inclina- 


tenth verſe declares ; in reproaches, neceſſities, perſecutions, diſtreſſes. 


Theſe were the inſirmities, theſe the calamities, which at the firſt 
onfet ſtartled and ſhocked the nnexperienced ſoldier : from which 
he thrice, or repeatedly, prayed to be delivered; but with which the 
wiſdom of GOD fww. it proper to have him almoſt continually ex- 


ereiſed. Theſe are what he means by (xeax@4]y) the ignominious 


and painful bufetings. , In, ſhort, theſe both pointed the thorn, and 


- 


TER * WATT s Hor. r. 


AT. EET 

The illative particles ur, do, and the comparative adverb en- 
Aon, I think, not only cowenance, but require this interpretation. 
5. d. Therefore, ſince the divine grace will be ſufficient for me; 


- © enable me to improve from, and triumph over, the ſharpeſt trials; 
ige, in 2ccompliſhing this, the fixepgth and power of CHRIST 
e will de illuſtriouſly diſplayed; I will heaceforward rather wel- 


*© come than dread, rather acquieſce in than deprecate, the afflictive 


ce cjreamſtances;-—Since this thorn is made to bear fruit ſo advan- 


e tageous to myſelf, and ſo honourable to my SAVIOUR, it (hall 
* no longer be the ſudject of my complaint, but of my complacen- 


cy, (cure), and the cauſe, not of my regret, but of my glo- 


„1 rying, (#2v17 0204). 
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tion to be fond of our favery,—Do you remember the 
ſtory of Demaratus, the Lacedemonian prince? 
Ther. Being depoſed by his countrymen, and ba- 
nithed from Sparta, he was conſtrained to ſeek protec- 
tion in the Perſian court. For a while he might ſeem 
reconciled to his vaſſalage, and ſuppreſs the Spartan in 
his breaſt. But, when he beheld Leonidas and his 
gallant troops preparing to defend the paſs of Thermo- 
pylæ, he could diſguiſe himſelf no longer. The tears 
trickled down his cheeks. He bitterly lamented his 
diſhonourable ſituation. He extolled the Grecians to 
Xerxes's face, and longed to join thoſe brave patrons 
of liberty; but was detained, ſtill detained, by his hard 
circumſtances, among the vile ſtipendaries of tyranny. 
Aſp. Yes; in this inſtance, and in others, the captive 
exile haſteth ts be leoſed t. But we alas! we prefer bond- 
age to freedom, and are loth to leave our priſon.— 
Of this, our backwardneſs to examination *, is both 
a conſequence and a proof.—Self-examination, under 
the agency of the bleſſed SPIRIT, would open a win- 
dow in our dungeon; would ſhew us our wretched con- 
dition, and teach us to ſigh for deliverance. Why 
have we ſuch a diſlike of reprogf ? Becauſe we hug our 
chains, and chuſe darkneſs rather than light. Reproof 
is more grating than the harſheſt diſcord ; though it 
tends to diſſolve the enchantment, and refcue us from 
the tyranny of ſin; while fattery, which abets the de- 
luſion, and ſtrengthens the ſpell, is muſic to our ears.— 
Is not our reaſon, which ſhould arraign and condemn 
every irregularity, forward to invent excuſes, and to 
ſpare the favourite folly ? Reaſon, which ſhould unſheath 
the dagger, ſuperinduces the maſt ; and, inſtead of ſtrik- 
ing at the heart of our vices, ſcreens them under the 
cover of ſome plauſible names. A wicked habit is call- 
ed a human infirmity; inſnaring diverſions pals for in- 
nocent amuſements; a revengeful diſpoſition is termed 
ſpirit, gallantry, and honour. Thus our reaſon (1, 


+ The generous ſpirit, but calamitous fate, of this royal exile, 
are finely deſcribed in Mr. GLoveR's Leonidas, Book III. 
+ Ifai. li. 14. 
Nemo in ſeſe deſcendere, nemo 
Cog i tai. PERS. 
| | 20 5 when 
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when fo egregiouſly perverted, it deſerves the name) is 
ingenious to obſtruct our recovery, and rivets on the 
ſhackles which our paſſions have formed 4. 
This the eternal WISDOM ſoreſaw, and therefore 
uttered that tender expoſtulation, How long, ye fein ple 
ones will ye love ſimplicity, and ſcorners delight in their 
ſrarning, and fools hate #nowledge ? Even the ineſtima- 
bly precious knowledge of an all-atoning and complete- 
Iy-juſtifying SAVIOUR; who preaches, who has pur- 
chaſed, and who works deliverance—preaches in his 
word, has purchaſed by his blood, and works by his 
SPIRIT, deliverance for the captives—the wretched 
U. of ignorance, ſin, and death “. 
is I take to be the moſt grant and deplorable ef- 
ſect of human depravity—our averſion to the doctrine, 
the privileges, the grace of the goſpel. Beware, my 
dear friend, leſt you prove my point by—ſhal} I fpeak 
it? would you ſuſpect it your own practice. Zealous 
as I am for my tenets, I ſhould be ſorry, extremely for 
ry, to have ſuch a demonſtration of their truth. * 
Ther. You are highly obliging, Aſpaſio, to ſingle me 
oat for your evidence. Yet why ſhould the honour be 
appropriated to myſelf ? It belongs, upon the foot of 
the preceding calculation, not to your friend only, but 
to the whole ipecies. If you was aiming at none but 
the licentious and abandoned, you would have none to 
oppoſe you, but perſons of that character. Your ar- 
rows of ſatire, would then be rightly levelled, and 
might be ſerviceable to mankind. Whereas, to put a/l 
in the black ht; to mark all with the villain's brand; 
this can never be Chriſtian charity; this is unſufferable 
 " Aſp. Let me beſeech yon, Theron, not to miſappre - 
bend my defign, I ſpeak not as a malevolent ſatiriſt, 
but would imitate the faithful phyſician. - I am open- 
ing the fore, that it may admit the healing balm : and 


+ Perhaps this is.what our LORD means, when, developing the 
human heart, and diſcovering its latent enormities, he cloſes the 
dark account with egoovry,. foolifoneſs; implying that ſtupidity 
which has no. ſenſe of its miſery x that perverſeneſt, which has no 
_ deſire of a recovery: both which reader all the evils far more 
inveterate. Mark vii. 22. 

® Luke iv. 18. 
: ſhould 


— 
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ſhould I perform the operation with an exrvenomed in- 
{trument? My ſoul abhors the thought.—I mult en- 
treat you likewiſe to remember the diſtinction, between 
a ſtate of nature aud a ſtate of grace. We are all 
naturally evil. The wwrld, fays the: apoſtle—leſt we 
ſhould imagine, that the charge is advanced only a- 
« gainit ſome abandoned wretches, he enlarges the in- 
<h&ment ; he renders it univerſal—the whole world, 
not barely flips by inadvertence into a ſingle fin, or 
falls through infirmity into frequent miſcarnages, but 
lieth in wickedneſs . As the ax-head, mentioned by 
the ſacred hiitorian, lay all torpid and ſluggiſh at the 
bottom of Jordan . In this miſerable condition we 
ſhould remain; yes, ever remain, did not a /upernatu- 
ral power work in us both to will and ta do; ſomewhat 
like that power which cauſed the ponderous iron to 
riſe in the water, and ſwim on the ſurface. R 

It is this ſupernatural power, which makes ſome to 
difler, both from their original ſelves, and from the 
8 of their neighbours.— Are they refined in 

eir temper, and reformed in their life? I grant it. 
But then it is not any ability of their own, it is the in- 
fluence of the ſanctifying SPIRIT, which purges away 
their droſs; yet not without leaving /ome alloy. 

Ther. Here, Aſpaſio, you certainly ſtrain the bow, 
till it breaks. Since ſcripture itſelf celebrates ſome per- 
ſons, as abſolutely perfect. What ſays Moſes, the in- 
ſpired hiſtorian? Noah was perfect in his generation 4. — 
What ſays the GOD of Moſes, who can neither de- 

ceive, nor be deceived ?, Fob was a, perſect man and an 
wpright 9. -Conſequently, Heir nature mult be entirely 
cleanſed from this hereditary defilement; and Meir 
character confutes your derogatory repreſentations of 
mankind. In 3 


{ * John v. 19. Keila, licil, as a babe in its ſwaddling-clothes, 
without any inclination to riſe ; x45, £Y lein, Luke ii. 12.—as a 
corpſe on the field of battle, without any ability to riſe; „ 0 879 


xb x#l's Tawibig. Iliad T7. 465 _— 
+ 2 Kings vi. 6. + Gem, vi. 8 Job i. 1. 
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A 
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Aſp. Thoſe eminent ſaints were perſect. That is, 

they were ſanctiſed throughout. Sanctiſied in all their 

faculties. No one grace of religion was lacking. As 
in the new-born infant, there is a human creature 
complete: no eonſtituent part of the vital frame is 
wanting: though each is tender; all are very feeble ;. 
and none arrived at the fulk ſize. 

They were: uprzght.- This word ſeems to be expla- 
natory of the preceding; and ſignifies an unfeigned- 
_ defire,. joined with a hearty endeavour, to obey the 
whole will of GOD: excluding, not all deſect, but all 
prevailing hypocriſy, and wilful remiſſnefs.— The inter- 
pretation, thus limited, is of a piece with their con- 
duct. If ſtretched to a higher pitch, it is evidently in- 
conſiſtent with the narrative of their lives. 

Pray, what was your motive, for decorating the ſyl- 
van retirement (which ſheltered us yeſterday ): with the 
ſtatue of Elijah? | 

Ther. Becauſe I thought, his ſolitary life, and gloomy 
temper, ſuited that ſequeſtered bower. Becauſe the; 
memorable adventure, there repreſented, is, with me, 
a favourite portion of ſacred: hiſtory. | 

Are we pleaſed: with ſpirited. and. delicate rai/lery # 
Nothing exceeds his pungent ſarcaſm, on the {tupid- 
and deſpicable dupes of 1dolatry. Every ſentence is. 
keen as a razor, and pointed as a dagger, yet wears: 
the appearance of the moſt courtly complaiſance. We 
may truly ſay, in the beautiful language of the pſalm- 
iſt, His wordt are ſmoother than ail, and yet be they very 
ſwords „ | | * JEET 

Are we delighted with inſtances of magnaninity ? A. 
fingle prophet, unſupported by any human aid, main- 
tains the cauſe of truth, againſt the king, his gran- 
dees, and hundreds of the apoſtate prieſts. He ven- 
tures to ſtake all his credit, to riſk his very life, and 
(what was dearer to him than perſonal credit, or bodi- 
Iy life) the honour of the true GOD, and intereſts of 


1 Kings xviii. 27. And it came to paſs at noon, that Elijah 
mocked them, and ſaid; Cry aloud ; for be is a god. Either he 
is talking, er be is purſuing, or be 4s in a journey, or peradventure 
he ſleepeth, and muſt be awaked. ; 


his 
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his holy religion — to ritk- all on the iππẽ,jate interpo- 
ſition of a. molt ſurpriſmg mirucle. 

Do we admire the triumphs of faith „ His faith 
was, in a manner, omnipotent. He prays, and for- 
rents of. fre deſcend from the ſky, to devour his adver- 
ſaries f.— He prays again, and the ſluices of heaven 
are ſhut; there is neither dew nor ſhower for ſeveral 
years f. -A third time he prays, and the windows 
from on high are pened ; abundance of rain waters 
the earth *.—On another occaſion, he preſents his ſup- 
plications, and GOD makes his feet like hart's feet; in- 
ſomuch, that an aged prophet «utruns the royal cha- 
riot g. 

Ap. I commend. your taſte, Theron; and am par- 
ticularly pleaſed with the reaſons of your choice. But 
do not you remember, that even the wonder-working 
Tiſhbite failed in his reſignation, and failed in his 
faith? Eminent as he was for mortification, he gave 
way to unregſanable diſoontent; and, though a cham-- 
pion for the living GOD, he yielded to unbelieving 
fear — 7e man Moſes was very meek, above all the 
zen which were upon the face of the earth **: Yet he, 
even he was provoked in his ſpirit, and ſpake unadvi- 
ſedly with his lips ff. Was not Peter the hero among 
our LORD's followers? Yet he trembles, more than 
trembles, at the ſhaking of à leaf; he denies his- di- 
vine MASTER, ſcared by the voice of a woman. 

Look where-ever we will, we find proofs of human 
depravity reigning uncontrolled in ſome, m making fre» 
quent inſurrection in all. I is written on our OWN- 

2 


oF 2 Kings i. 10, 1 Kings xvii. 1. 
* James v. 17, 18. $ 1: Kings xviii. 46. 

1 Elias, or rather Elijah, was a man ſubjett to like p.fſious as we 
are. James v. 179. Upon which paſſage, an eminent commentator 
makes the following remark ; This probably is taid, with reſpec 
as to his fear and di ſantent, manifeſted r Kiags 8X, 3, 4.” —Oz048- 
Thb1g moſt, I think, \imply a ſtate, liable to the irregular work- 
ings of paſtiun; vot free from the ſiaful infirmities of nature? 
Ocherwile, it is an inſtance foreign to the purpoſe ; does by no 
means anſwer the end deſigned; which is to enconrage the heart, 


2 engthen the faith, even of frail, corrupt, offer ding cicatures. 
8e. ver. 16. - 
** Numb, xii. 3. 11 Pfal. evi. 33. 


371 hearts, 


- 
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hearts, by the pen of experience ; the finger of obſer- 
vation points it out, in the practice of others.—Even 
in the practice of hee, who have been ſaints of the 
firſt rank, and of the higheſt endowments., . Yet they 


were defective. Deſective too, in that very quality, 


which was their diſtinguiſhing gift; in which they. par- 
ticularly excelled. 

Ther. While we are talking, the day has inſenſibly 
ſole itſelf away, and left us ſurrounded with twilight. 
Which is a fort of luſtre intermingled with darknets : 
no part wholly lucid ; no part wholly obſcure.—An 
emblem, according to your repreſentation, of the re- 
newed ſoul, and its imperfect holineſs. * 


- Aſp. A very juſt one. Even where the goſpel ſhines, 


Rill there is an intercurrent gloom of corruption. Ig- 
norance mixes er with our knowledge. Unbelief 
cleaves to our faith. 
contamination.— The prophet Zechariah, ſoretelling 
the eſtabliſhment of the goſpel kingdom, and deſcrib- 
Ing the ſtate of its ſpiritual ſubjects, ſays; It /hall 
come to paſs in that day, that the light ſhall not be clear, 
nor dark *, This, as to its /iteral ſenſe, we now fee 
exemplified in the circumambient atmoſphere. With 
regard to its /þiritual meaning, every true believer feels 
it accompliſhed in his own breaſt. 5 
Ther. While you are ſo vehement, in decrying all 


* Zech. xiv. 6, 7. This paſſage ſeems to be one of the duc, 
Things d:ffictlt to be under/icod. Therefore, | may be pardoned for 
an attempt to clear up the meaning; and not ſeverely cenſured, 


even though I ſhould miſcarry in the attempt. 11 hall come to paſs. 


tu that-day, there ſhall not be light, full, unintermitted, and ſtrong ; 
but now effulgence (rus preaouſneſs, ſee Job xxxi 26.) and clear- 
neſs of viſion, anon obſcurity (Huedp coagulutio, denſity) and dimneſs 
of viſion. Yet it ſhall be one, real, determinate day, whole dura- 
tion, whoſe properties, and all whoſe circumſtances, are known to 
the LORD. Thus much He hath graciouſly revealed by his pro- 
phet, that, during the firſt periods of this wonderful diſpenſation, 
it ſball not be entut day, nor entire night ; but a mixture or inter- 
change of both. Sometimes grace triumphant, ſometimes fin re- 
belling, in the hearts of believers, Sometimes calamity darken- 
ing, ſometimes proſperity brightening, the ſtate of the church. How- 


ever, at even-tide, u hen ſuch an appearance is leaſt expected, it 


mall be unmixed, prevailing, perfect light. Then the light of the 


moon {hall be as the light of the ſun, and the lighc of. the ſyn as 


the light of ſeven days. Then ſhall Satan be trodden under foot, 
and the LOR D's people ſhall be all righteous. 


human 


Nor is our purity free from all 


| 
| 


| 
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human attainments, conſider, Aſpaſio, whether you 
do not check and diſpirit us, in the purſuit of exalted 
virtue. : | 
Aſp. I ſuppoſe, yon never expected to be ſuch an 
adept in geometry as Archimedes, nor ſo profound an 
aſtronomer as Newton; yet this did not check your 
application to the ſtudy of mathematies, or the con- 
templation of the heavens.—Your brother the mer- 
chant, I preſume, has no proſpect of amaſſing the 
wealth of a Crœſus, or the immenſe treaſures of a Kou- 
li. Khan “; yet this does not diſpirit him in proſecut- 
ing the buſineſs, which brings him both opulence and 
honour. | 
However, Theron, ſo long as you deny the impu- 

tation of CHRIST's righteouſneſs, I muſt acknow- 
ledge you act a conſiſtent part in being zealons for 
the perfection of perſonal obedience. You ought ei- 
ther to acguire the one, or to accept the other. There- 
fore, I thall produce no more arguments for your diſ- 
couragement; but ſhall comprize the whole of my an- 
ſwer in the motto to an Iriſh nobleman's arms, TRY. 
Or, if this be too conciſe, I will tubjoin, with a very 
little alteration, the words of a Jewiſh king; “ When 
© you have attamed what you purſue, bring me word 
« apain, that I may go, and attain it alſo r.“ 

| Ther, According to your account, the moſt advan- 
ced and eſtabliſhed Chriſtians, are but like a company 
of invalid. Does not this extremely derogate from 
the honour of our LORD, couſidered as the phy/ician 
of- ſouls ? It ſeems to make a mere nothing of ſanctifi- 
cation ; and would ſwallow up CHRIST the king, in 
CHRIST the prieſt. | P | 

Aſp. Invalids they are ; and ſuch will continue, till 

| they 


The treaſures, which this Perſian ravager, this avaritious bar» 
batian amaſſed, in his invalion of the Mogul's dominions, amount- 
ed to more than eig hty-ſeven millions of money, 

. + Matt. ii. 8. | | 

+ Do not the beſ of men lament their ignorance of the divine 
per fections, their ſlou neſs of heart to believe the divine promiſes, 
and the languor of their gratitude for ineſtimable, for innumerable 
gifts of the di ine goodnels : Do they not irequently feel deadneis 
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they are diſmiſſed from this great infirmary, and ad- 
mitted into that holy, happy, bleffed world; where 
the inhabitant ſhall no more ſay, I am either in ſoul or 
in body fick *. by : 

If the cure was never to be completed, this donht- 
leſs would be diſhonourable-to our Almighty PHYSI-. 
CIAN: but the ſpiritual recovery, begun on earth, 
and advancing through time, will be perfected in hea- 
ven, and prolonged to eternity.— Does this make a 
mere nothing of ſanctification? No, but it makes room 
for a continual progreſs, and affords cauſe for continu- 
al humiliation. It reſerves'a moſt exalted prerogative, 
for the heavenly ſtate and beatific viſion ; and perpetu- 
ally reminds us of a moſt important truth, that our 
preſent · bleſſedneſs conſiſts, not in being free from all 
fin, but in having v fin imputed to us f. „ 

This imperfection of our obedience, inſtead of con- 


founding, maintains a proper diſfinctian between 
CHRIST the king, and CHRIST the prieſt. Where- 
as, if we were perfect in piety, the prieſtly office, with 
regard to us, would be ſuperſeded. What need of an 
interceſſor, to recommend our prayers? What occaſion 
for an high · prieſt, to bear the iniquity of our holy things t? 
If ſome taint of the original leaven did not pollute our 
beſt ſervices ? | 


in their devotions, diforder- in their affefions, and various othet 
relics of the original leaven Do they not often complain, in the 
language of the apoſtle, Ven I wauld'do good, evil is preſent with 
me 2 And fay, with the earlieſt Chriſtians, Ve that are in this ta- 
bernacle do groan, being burdened. Burdened, not ſo much with af- 
flition': thoſe heroes in Chriſtianity had learnt, to rejoice in {ribus 
lation. But burdened with a ſenſe of their ſpiritual infirmities, and 
with the workings of their iabred corruption; which, to a tender 
and lively believer, are the heavieſt of croſſes, and the moſt galling 
of loads.-Nay ; do not the heirs of glory waſh their very robes, 
even their faireſt deeds, and their brighteſt graces, in the blood of 
the LAMB? Which, if they were free from ſpot, and void of 

impurity, need not be made white in this ſacred fountain. See 
2 Cor. v. 4. Rev.- vii. 14. | TIF 

* Tai, xxxiii. 24. F Pal. xxx8i. 3. 

I Exod. xxviii. 38. 1d eft, expire peccala, qribus ſanfifiime cæ- 
teroquin actiones noſtre inguinate ſunt. Wi Ts. de Oecon. 


* 


Neither 
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Neither does this detract from the wiſdom, from the 
goodneſs, or from the power of CHRIST. It rather 
adminiſters to the advantageous diſplay of all theſe di- 
vine attributes.— Of his wi/4m ; in conducting the af- 
fairs of his church with ſuch exact propriety, that the 
righteouſneſs of faith may have its due honour, and 
the ſanctification of the SPIRIT its proper eſteem.— 
Of his goodneſs ; in carrying on the work of grace, a- 
midſt ſo much infirmity, and ſo many corruptions ; and 
in crowning, with conſummate happineſs, ſuch frail 
undeſerving creatures.—Of his power ; in extracting a 
variety of benefits even from— 
Ther. Benefits, Aſpaſio !—Can any thing beneficial 
proceed from an evil, which, according to your own 
repreſentation, is ſo incorrigibly malignant? 
Aſp. It will tend to make us /pwlhy in our own eyes. 
When we remember, that by nature we are altogether 
become abominable ; that the remains of this heredita- 
ry plague ftill adhere to our minds : that no one facul- 
ty of our ſouls, nor ſo much as a ſingle action of our 
lives, is wholly free from this noiſome infection; how 
muſt ſuch a view of ourſelves cover us with ſhame, and 
lay us low in abaſement ! Le than the leaſt of all thy 
mercies *, will be the language of ſuch a one's very 
ſoul. | 

It will diſpoſe us to compaſſionate others, How can 
ae take a brother by the throat, and require faultleſs 
perfection in 4is behaviour, when we ourſelves in ma- 
ny things offend, in all things fall ſhort ? Every ſuch 
conſideration rebukes, what I may call ſpiritual un- 
mercifulneſs. It pleads for tenderneſs and forbearance 
to our fellow- creatures. Is a monitor within, and 
whiſpers that affecting remonſtrance; Oughiteſi nat thau 
to have compaſſion npon thy fellow-ſervant, fince thy Al- 
mighty LORD hath ſuch renewed, ſuch unwearied pity 
. ä a 
It will teach us to admire the riches of grace. Shall 
fallen creatures, that are taken from the very dunghills 
of ſin, and reſcued from a hell of in ward iniquity j— 


* Gen, xxxii. 10. + Matt. xviii. 33. 


— - : 


thall 
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ſhall Hey, notwithſtanding their total depravity in a 
natural; and their innumerable deficiencies in a renew- 
ed ſtate—ſhall they be admitted into the boſom of eter- 
nal love? They be exalted to the thrones of glory, and 
numbered with the princes of heaven ? This is grace, 
tranſcendently rich, and divinely free indeed! 

Will it not reconcile us to the approach of death ? 
This, methinks, like wormwood on the nipple, or gall 
in the cup, muſt tend to wean us from the world. 
How can we be enamoured with ſuch a land of dark- 
neſs, and ſuch a vale of tears? Or why ſhould we co- 
vet, when Providence gives the ſignal for our depar- 
ture, to prolong our abode in theſe territories of difor- 
der ?—Surely, this muſt incline us to leave them, eve- 
ry day, more and more, in our affections ; and at laſt, 
to leave them, without any reluctance, by final diſſolu- 
tion, Leave them, for that better country, where our 
perſonal righteouſneſs will no longer be defective, like 
the waxing moon; but ſhine forth with conſummate 
luſtre, like the meridian fun, in the kingdom of our 
FATHER. 

It will endear the bleſſed JESUS in every capacity; 
as the ſtings of the fiery flying ſerpents, and the dearth 
of the waſte howling wilderneſs, endeared to the Iſrael- 
ites both their miraculous antidote, and their bread 
from heaven.—They who believe this truth, muſt ſee 
their inexpreſſible and inceſſant need of CHRIST*s 
ſpirit. The proteſtation of Moſes, on a particular oc- 
- caſion, will be the daily, the hourly breathing of their 

| ſouls; Carry us not up hence, unleſs thy preſence, thy 
SPIRIT, go with us *, For without this aid, we can 
diſcharge no duty aright, nor ſucceſsfully reſiſt any 
- temptation, —They will be exceedingly cautious, not to 
grieve ſ that facred gueſt, leſt he depart from them, 
and abandon them to the power of their lurking cor- 
ruptions. Knowing, that if he abandon them, when 
ſuch foes are within, and ſo many ſnares without; 
their caſe will be worſe than Samſon's, when his locks 
were ſhaven, and the Philiſtines all around him. 


0d. Ill. 153. | - 1 Eph. iv. 30. 


How 
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How highly will ſuch perſons value the h of the 
covenant, and the interceſon of their great HIGH- 
PRIEST !—They will no more preſume to enter into 
the preſence of the Moſt High GOD, without a fidu- 
cial reliance upon the atoning and interceding SAVI- 
OUR, than the ſons of Jacob would have ventured to 
appear before the viceroy of Egypt, without the com- 
pany of their younger brother T. In all, in all their 
intercourſe with heaven, the great PROPITLATION 
will be their plea, and the great ADVOCATE their 
confidence. —The impotent man waited at the pool of 
Betheſda, and the Syrian general dipped ſeven times 
in Jordan. Theſe perſons will not only wait, but live 
by the fountain opened for fin and uncleanneſs *. 
They will waſh in the ſacred ſanctifying ſtream, not 
ſeven times only, but ſeventy times ſeven. 

When ſuch ſentiments poſſeſs the mind, how dear! 
O how dear and deſirable will our LORD's obedience 
be! Convinced that we are corrupt, univerſally cor- 
-rupt in the very conſtitution of our nature, nothin 
will quiet our conſciences, or ſatisfy our ſouls, but the 
righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST.—lI called, ſome- 
time ago, our own works worm-eaten things. And 
muſt not theſe corruptions, if they remain ever ſo little 
in our hearts, depreciate and defile whatever proceeds 
from them? Mult they not be, in all our works and all 
our duties, like corroding vermin, in the ſubſtance of 
our timber, or at the core of our fruits — Should we 
not then renounce, utterly renounce, what is tarniſhed 
and debaſed by the poiſon of hell? And rely, wholly 
rely, for everlaſting acceptance, on our Divine HIGH- 
PRIEST ? Who, in his mediatorial works, as well as 
in his wonderful perſon, is altogether /ight and perſec- 
tion ; and neither in Him, nor in them, is there any 
deficiency or any darkneſs at all. 

Excuſe 


| Gen. Kliii. 5- Zech. xiii. r. 

+ Light and perfection This is the meaning of that myſterious 
ornament, which, in the grand offictating robes of the ſewich high- 
prieſt, was annexed to the breaſt - plate, and ſtyled Urim and Thum- 
_ * the Hebrew — are in the plural number, and de- 

L. 1. u | 


note 
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Excuſe me, 'Theron ; I fear, I have been preaching. 
The importance of the text, muſt form my apology. 
It is an introduction, not to the records of hiſtory, or 
the tranſactions of philoſophy, but to the knowledge of 
ſal vation, and to the riches of CHRIST. | 

Ther. If my Aſpaſio has been preaching, I can aſ- 
ſure him for his comfort, that his audience has been 
very attentive; and though the ſermon was ſomewhat 
copious, the hearq neither ſleeped nor gaped.— How- 
ever, I ſhould be ala to have the whole reviewed, and 
ſummed up, that if it has been large as the pyramid, 
it may, like the pyramid, terminate in a pœint. 

Aſp. This then is the ſtate of our nature. — The 
image of the CREATOR is effaced. Wiſdom, righte- 
ouſneſs, and true holineſs, are loſt. View the under- 
ſtanding ; it is blindneſs and ſtupidity.— View the af- 
fections; they are diſorder and rebellion. View the 
will; it is enmity againſt GOD, the ſupreme good; 
averſe to things ſpiritual ; but fond, even to dotage, of 
things earthly and ſenſual. —The whole ſoul is deform- 
ed, diſtempered, and, to every good purpoſe, dead. 
Mortifying, abaſing views! Methinks, they thould be 
like Meduſa's head, or like Michael's ſword +, to all 
jelt-ſufficiency and all ſelf-dependence.— Shall ſuch a 
creature pretend to be poſſeſſed of thote ſacred endow- 
ments, which may conſtitute a proper recommendation 
to infinite ho/zneſs -s ſuch a creature qualified to per- 
form thoſe righteous acts, which may bear the teſt of 


note every degree of illumination, and all Kind of perfeQion,— 
Does not this very Gignificantly teach ſinners, whence to ſeck their 
*wiſdom, and where to look for their perfection? There never was, 
in all ages, more than one Urim and Thummim; and only one 
perſon, in each generation, was appointed to wear it. And who 
is there, in all worlds, that can give us heavenly knowledge, but 
the SPIRIT of CHRIST ? What; is there, in ourſelves or all 
creatures, that can preſent us unblameable before GOD, but the 
rightcouſncſs of CHRIST? 

* Mceduſa's head, the pocts tell us, was ſo monſtrous and hor- 
rible, that the very ſight of it congealed the blood. Nay ; turned 
every beholder into ſtone. ; ; ; 

+ Michael's ſword, Milton informs us, was ſo keen and forcible, 
that nothing could reſiſt its edge; whatever it ſmote, was cut in 
pieces. 0 


inflexible 
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inflexible 7u/tice Can ſuch a creature fulfil that exten- 
five and exalted law, which allows of no failure; which 
demands perſect obedience ; and denounces a curſe on 
every tranſgreſſion? 

Should he conceive"the vain hope, or make the vain- 
er attempt, I would now addreſs him, as Ichoaſh for- 
merly anſwered Amaziah.—Amaziah king of Judah, 
elated with the little victories he had obtained over the 
Edomites, began to faney himſelf invincible. Prompt- 
ed by this fooliſh imagination, he challenges Jehoath king 
of lirael, to meet him in a pitched battle; and re- 
ceives this ironical apologue by way of reply.—Which, 
for gallantry of ſpirit and delicacy of wit, for poig- 
nancy of ſatire and propriety of application, has ſeldom 
been equalled, perhaps never exceeded.—The thi/tle that 
was in Lebanon, ſent to the cedar that was inLebanon, ſaying, 
Give thy daughter to my ſon to wife t and there paſſed by a 
"wild beaſt that was in Lebanon, and trod down the thiſtle *. 
What are we—when we offer to eſtabliſh our own 
righteouſneſs, or preſume to juſtify ourſelves before the 
Moſt High GOD—but deſpicable thiſtles, that fancy 
themſelves ately cedars ? And are not various temp- 
tations, is not every corruption, a wild beaſt of the 
deſert, which will trample on the important boaſter, 
and tread his haughty pretenſions in the dult ? 


* 2 Kings xiv. 9. 


END or VOLUME FIRST. 
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